BEE RESILIENT: Garden for Nature
By Anne Djupedal Gura and Wayne Gura, co-chairs, FGCCT President’s Project

We’re happy to report that another four clubs have been awarded funding for their natives-based garden projects since the
last issue of CFNews! Congratulations to the following clubs on their inspiring BEE RESILIENT projects:

1. Lyme Garden Club, to install approx 400 sq ft of new native habitat of herbaceous perennials and grasses in place
of turf at the Lyme Firehouse as a model for sustainable, ecological landscaping practices.

2. Long Hill Garden Club, for a 14’x21’ oval, mostly-sun native pollinator garden to be located at a community street
corner of Trumbull’s Emergency Medical Services Headquarters.

3. Thames River Garden Club, for a foundation pollinator garden to be installed on either side of the porch entrance
to the Jordan Park House.

4. East Hartford Garden Club, to plant a native-species pollinator garden in the Emma and Nicholas DePietro Park
that will continue expansion to numerous pathways there.

We continue to welcome applicants! Once you’ve applied online, you’ll get an email back within a day or so that
we’ve gotten your application — an automated one, plus one from either of us (Wayne or Anne.) If you don’t see any,
check your spam folders. AND for speedier evaluation, please include with your application:

1. A drawing of your garden layout, and a photo of the area where it will be.

2. An itemized list of the plants and soil amendments you plan to buy. This list should be comprised of no less
than 70% locally/regionally-native plants. For each species, please include: how many plants; common name;
taxonomic Latin binomial; cost per plant and sub-total cost for that species. For example:

3 New England Aster (Symphyotrichum novae-angliae) at $20 ea $60
Mulch $60
TOTAL $120

Enjoy the fall planting season — we look forward to hearing from you!
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Attention, all BEE RESILIENT grantees © — the President’s Project will be at the February FGCCT Flower Show!
The BEE RESILIENT Education exhibit will showcase the inspiring natives-based plantings of all types that our state’s
wonderful garden clubs will have undertaken between April 16, 2025 and Nov 30, 2026. To be featured, we ask that you
email us with a brief description of your club’s project p/us your favorite two (or three) photos of it. Depending on where
you’re at in the project, it might be the planted garden in bloom; a closeup of a pollinator in the garden; a pic of members
working on it; or if you are scheduling your planting for next spring, a shot of your chosen site or planned garden layout.
Deadline for your pics/desc is December 1, 2026, in order to ensure your club’s work is showcased in the Exhibit as an
inspiration to attendees from all over New England. We’re proud of your great works and hope to meet you there.
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On a more personal note, the Wilton Garden Club held a small public celebration on September 22 to dedicate our
BEE RESILIENT native-species garden to the “native pollinators, the birds, and the other wildlife that surround us.”

We were especially happy to share with the community that we have added several more native plants to the garden. With
these additions, the garden is now approximately 97% native—well above the 70% native-plant goal established for the
BEE RESILIENT project.

It was wonderful to see the garden officially dedicated and to celebrate what we hope will be a small but meaningful
contribution to the native habitat and wildlife of our community.
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