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We thank North East Expos, Inc., our sponsor in the CT
Flower Show for 45 years of bringing a bit of springtime to
North East Connecticut. Thank you.
The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc.
Expos, Inc.

Advance Ticket Information for The Federated Garden Clubs of CT and National Garden Club Members

The Federated Garden Club of Connecticut (FGCCT) and National Garden Club members may purchase an advance discounted ticket
through February 1, 2027 for $15.53 if paying by credit card. Tickets are $15.00 if paying by check. Please make check payable to:
North East Expo and mail to 25 Spring Street, Chester, CT 06412. Regular price admission at the door is $20.70 for credit card
purchases and $20.00 for cash. For all CT Flower and Garden Show information please visit: www.ctflowershow.com.

SHOW COMMITTEE -- The Artists

The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc Design Chair Mary Lynn McRee
President Nan Merolla mcruglady@aol.com
nan.merolla@ctgardenclubs.org Education Chair Carmelina Villani
First VP Kelle Ruden readccv@gmail.com
kelle.ruden@ctgardenclubs.org Horticulture Chair  Cheryl Cappiali
Second VP  Norma Jean Macauto cheryl.cappiali@ctgardenclubs.org
normajean.macauto@ctgardenclubs.org Judges Chair Jeanette Barrows
Treasurer John Davis jeanette.barrows@gmail.com
john.davis@ctgardenclubs.org Judges Council MaryAnn Tyma
grinchma@gmail.com
Art Blooms in Connecticut Committee Parking Czar Susan Demuth
Show Chair Vonice Carr susan.demuth@gmail.com
vonice.carr@ctgardenclubs.org Photographer Dodie Bump
Schedule The Committee and HB irboump@earthlink.net
Awards Chair Deb Vallas Photography Chair Kathy Harris
deborah.vallas@snet.net kathy.harris@ctgardenclubs.org
Botanical Arts Chair Larry Huzi Publicity Linda Kaplan
larry.huzi@ctgardenclubs.org linda.kaplan@ctgardenclubs.org
Classification Chair Cindy Marien Signage Karin Pyskaty
cstarmien@aol.com karin.pyskaty@ctgardenclubs.org
Clerks Chair Lynda Brown Website Scott Demuth
lynda.brown@ctgardenclubs.org scott.demuth@ctgardenclubs.org

Creative Staging  Elizabeth Berlenbach
eberlenbach@yahoo.com

Any National Garden Club member wishing to use the online handbook for flower shows (HB) must create
a sign in and a password on the NGC site.
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GENERAL RULES
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This Flower Show conforms to the standards established by National Garden Clubs, Inc. (NGC). Handbook for Flower Shows
(HB), with revisions posted on the NGC website, is the authority for all issues not covered by this schedule, which is the “Law
of the Show”. An updated copy of Handbook for Flower Shows may be downloaded from the NGC website at
www.gardenclub.org.
Advanced online registration is required in all Divisions. Registration is online at https://ctgardenclubs.org See specific
divisions for deadlines to enter.
The Horticulture Division may be entered by all National Garden Club members and amateur gardeners.
The Design and Botanical Arts Divisions, including Photography, may only be entered by FGCCT/NGC garden club members.
The Education Division, Section A, may be entered by FGCCT/NGC garden club members. Section B is open by invitation to
registered affiliates of The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut (FGCCT). Space is limited to reservations on a first-come,
first-reserved basis.
All entries registered online will have a computer-generated entry card available for check in at each division.
All exhibits will be accepted on Tuesday, February 16 from 10 am to 5 pm.
No Horticulture, Design or Photography exhibits will be accepted on Wednesday, February 17 unless the Horticulture
meets the Special Exception condition found in Horticulture Division Rules and the Design meets the Special Exception in
Design Rules.
Exhibitors are required to leave the floor when their exhibit has been accepted by Classification and registration is complete.
Exhibits may not be altered after passing Classification.
All exhibits must be removed on Sunday, February 21 after 5 pm, the show closing. No early pickup of exhibits is permitted.
Judges and Clerks orientation will be held on Wednesday, February 17, beginning at 9:30 am.
Judging of all exhibits will begin on Wednesday, February 17 at 10:00 am.
The Classification Chairmen for each Division checks the exhibits for conformity to the schedule prior to judging. Final
determination for conformance is the judges’ responsibility.
The General Chairman and the Classification Chairmen for each Division are available during judging for possible
consultations. They, along with the judges and clerks, are the only personnel allowed on the floor during judging.
The decision of the judges is final. Awards may be withheld if not merited.
When a gross infraction of NGC Policy is noticed after a decision is made, but before the show is open to the public, the Show
Chair is advised. The Show Chair or Classification Chair may disqualify the exhibit. If the Chairs do not disqualify the exhibit,
the original panel may re-judge. Handbook for Flower Shows p 98.
There must be an emphasis on FRESH plant material. No artificial plant material is permitted in any exhibit in any division.
Each exhibitor is limited to one entry per class, except in Horticulture Division. Exhibitors may make more than one horticulture
entry per class if each entry is a different species, variety, cultivar, type or color.
No electricity will be provided.
The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut (FGCCT) and North East Expo Inc, the show sponsor, will strive to assure the
safety of all items after arrival and placement, but are not responsible for any loss or damage to exhibits.
Plant material listed on the following websites is prohibited in any Division.

a. CT Invasive Plant List https://cipwg.uconn.edu/invasive plant list/

b. Endangered, Threatened & Special Concern Plants in CT

https://portal.ct.gov/deep/endangered-species/endangered-species-listings/endangered-threatened--special-concern-plants

AWARDS

The NGC Standard System of Awarding (HB p. 5) is used in all Divisions.

Only one (1) first place, blue ribbon, per Class; must score 90+ points.

Only one (1) second place, red ribbon, per Class; must score 85+ points.

Only one (1) third place, yellow ribbon, per Class; must score 80+ points.

One (1) or more Honorable Mention, white ribbon(s), as merited. Must score 75+ points.

90+ may be awarded to those exhibits scoring 90+ or more but are not the First Place, Blue Ribbon winner.

Refer to each Division for specific awards

NORTH EAST EXPO AWARD
Rosette of Burgundy and Gold Ribbons. One is offered and is selected by representatives of North East Expo, the sponsor of the
Connecticut Flower and Garden Show, from all exhibits entered in the Connecticut Flower Show.

Page 3 of 12


http://www.gardenclub.org/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/
https://cipwg.uconn.edu/invasive_plant_list/
https://portal.ct.gov/deep/endangered-species/endangered-species-listings/endangered-threatened--special-concern-plants

DIVISION | — HORTICULTURE — HISTORIC GARDENS OF CONNECTICUT
Cheryl Cappiali, Chair. cheryl.cappiali@ctgardenclubs.org Branford Garden Club

National Garden Clubs -- Division Award
Award of Horticultural Excellence. Rosette of Green, Orange and Blue Ribbons. One is offered to the highest scoring, correctly
named, blue-ribbon exhibit scoring 95+ entered by an individual in the entire Horticulture Division.

National Garden Clubs — Section Awards
Arboreal Award. Rosette of Green Ribbons. Three are offered to the highest scoring, correctly named, blue-ribbon exhibit, scoring
95+, meeting all section requirements of a cut arboreal exhibit. Sections I, J, and K are eligible.

Award of Merit. Rosette of Orange Ribbons. One is offered to the highest scoring, correctly named, blue-ribbon exhibit, scoring 95+,
meeting all section requirements for a cut non-woody specimen. Section M is eligible.

Club Competition Award. Rosette of Light Blue Ribbons. One is offered to the highest scoring, correctly named, blue-ribbon exhibit,
scoring 95+ in the Club Horticultural Display. Section N is eligible.

Elfin Award. Small Rosette of Chartreuse and Purple Ribbons. Three are offered to the highest scoring, correctly named, blue-ribbon
exhibit scoring 95+, meeting all the section requirements. Exhibits may be designated as dwarf and/or miniature varieties or cultivars
by nurseries or plant societies. Specimens may be container grown, cut, or arboreal. Sections C, G and L are eligible.

Grower’s Choice Award. Rosette of Dark Green Ribbons. Two are offered to the highest scoring, correctly named, blue ribbon exhibit,
scoring 95+, meeting all the section requirements for Container Grown exhibits. Sections E and F are eligible.

The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut — Horticulture Division Awards
The Mary Lou Smith Award of Merit. Rosette of Turquoise and Green Ribbons. Four are offered and may be awarded to the correctly
named, blue-ribbon winning Container Grown Horticulture exhibit scoring 95+. Sections A, B, D, and H are eligible.

The Elisabeth Swain Propagation Award. Rosette of Green and Lime Green Ribbons. One is offered to the outstanding 95+, blue-
ribbon exhibit, propagated by the exhibitor and correctly identified by its binomial name. Exhibitor must identify the propagation method
used: cutting; division; seed; grafting; layering; or tissue culture on the entry card. All exhibits in Classes A-M, Classes 1-69 are eligible.

Horticulture Division Rules

1. Pre-registration of horticulture entries is encouraged; online registrations will be accepted until Friday, February 12. There is no
penalty for withdrawing an entry that is not ‘show ready’.

2. The NGC Exhibit Policies are printed in Handbook for Flower Shows, Chapter 6 ‘Exhibiting in the Horticulture Division’.

3. The rules for single species, cut or container grown specimens, are listed in Handbook for Flower Shows or its supplement
Horticulture Exhibiting and Judging.

4. To receive an NGC Top Exhibitor Award or a FGCCT Award, the exhibitor must identify the horticultural entry by its binomial
name or currently acceptable scientific designation.

5. A computer-generated entry card will be available at the show for all pre-registered entries when the entry is presented and
accepted. Walk in entries must bring a handwritten entry card; once the ‘walk in entry’ is accepted, a computer-generated entry
card will be prepared.

6. Cut specimens should not have foliage below the water line, except gladiolus.

7. Ifaplantis considered a flowering plant, it should be exhibited as a flowering specimen. Foliage plants may flower but should be

exhibited as a foliage plant if they are grown for their leaves.

Specimens with a class designation in the schedule may not be entered in the ‘Any Other Worthy’ class.

9. The Horticulture Classification Committee Chairman or the General Show Chairman are free to subdivide classes by color, form,
size, cultivar, variety or other distinguishing characteristics.

10. All plant material must be grown by the exhibitor. Houseplants must be in the possession of the exhibitor for 90 days, since
November 18, 2026. Arboreal exhibits must be grown by the exhibitor for 6 months, since August 18, 2026.

11. All entries are expected to be clean, unblemished, well-groomed and at peak of perfection for judging or they will not be
accepted. Diseased or insect infected plant material will not be accepted. Plant material must be in its natural state and may not
be altered by the application of oil or commercial ‘shine’ products.

12. Clear bottles and wedging will be provided for cut specimens.

13. Neutral colored pots are preferred for container grown plants; discreet double potting of nursery plants is encouraged. Saucers
and top dressing are permitted.

14. Containers up to 12” in diameter, measured from the top outside edges, will be accepted. The exhibitor must be able to carry the
container to the horticulture registration desk in the Convention Center and place it as necessary on the exhibition table, without
assistance from the Flower Show Committee or Horticulture team.

©
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15. A limited number of risers will be provided for trailing plants. Pre-register for a riser by contacting the Horticulture Division Chair.
16. Horticulture entries are limited to no more than 30 per exhibitor.
17. The Scales of Points for Horticulture are in Handbook for Flower Shows, Chapter 14 pp. 129-130.

18. SPECIAL EXCEPTION: For a single, pre-registered horticulture entry to be accepted on Wednesday, February 17, between 7:30
am and 8:45 am, it must meet both of the following two criteria. 1.) Be entered by a judge assigned to a judging panel or an out of
state design or botanical arts exhibitor, who needs a horticulture exhibiting credit; 2.) Request advance permission from the Flower
Show Chair, Vonice Carr at vonice.carr@ctgardenclubs.org by February 12, 2027. Classification must be complete by 9:00 am.

Horticulture Sections & Classes
Section A. Sculpturedale
Eligible for The Mary Lou Smith
Award of Merit

CACTI - CONTAINER GROWN
Class 1. Echinocactus

Class 2. Gymnocalycium

Class 3. Mammillaria

Class 4. Schlumbergera

Class 5. Any Other Worthy

Section B. Stowe Center for
Literary Activism

Eligible for The Mary Lou Smith

Award of Merit
SUCCULENTS - CONTAINER
GROWN

Class 6. Agave
Class 7. Aloe

Class 8. Crassula
Class 9. Dracaena
Class 10. Echeveria
Class 11. Euphorbia
Class 12. Gasteria
Class 13. Haworthia
Class 14. Kalanchoe
Class 15. Sedum
Class 16. Any Other Worthy

Section C. Weir Farm National
Historic Park

Eligible for Elfin Award
MINIATURE CACTI &
SUCCULENTS

CONTAINER GROWN
Class 17. Dracaena

Class 18. Lithops

Class 19. Opuntia

Class 20. Pleiospilos

Class 21. Any Other Worthy

Section D. Enders Island

Eligible for The Mary Lou Smith
Award of Merit

ORCHIDS - CONTAINER GROWN
Class 22. Cattleya

Class 23. Dendrobium

Class 24. Phalaenopsis

Class 25. Any Other Worthy

Section E. Osbourne Homestead
Museum

Eligible for Grower's Choice Award
CONTAINER GROWN FOLIAGE
Class 26. Aglaonema

Class 27. Beaucarnea

Class 28. Begonia

Class 29. Chlorophytum

Class 30. Davallia

Class 31. Epipremnum

Class 32. Fern

Class 33. Hoya

Class 34. Peperomia

Class 35. Philodendron

Class 36. Any Other Worthy

Section F. White Flower Farm
Eligible for Grower’s Choice Award
CONTAINER GROWN FLOWERING
Plants must be in fruit or flower
Class 37. Streptocarpus
Class 38. Streptocarpus ionanthus
(African Violet)

Class 39. Any Other Worthy

Section G. Roseland Cottage
Eligible for Elfin Award

DWARF OR MINIATURE FLOWERING
PLANTS - CONTAINER GROWN
Class 40. Begonia

Class 41. Orchid
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Class 42. Streptocarpus
Class 43. Any Other Worthy

Section H. Hill-Stead Museum
Eligible for The Mary Lou Smith
Award of Merit

FORCED BULBS, TUBERS,
RHIZOMES —
CONTAINER GROWN

JUDGES CHALLENGE

Bulbs distributed by November 18
Class 44. Hippeastrum, White Candle
Class 45. Hippeastrum, Samba
Class 46. Hippeastrum, Red Victory
OPEN TO ALL EXHIBITORS

Class 47. Hippeastrum (Amaryllis)
Class 48. Any Other Worthy

Section I. Stanley-Whitman House
Eligible for Arboreal Award
ARBOREAL - BROADLEAF
EVERGREENS

Cut specimens must be no more than
30" in length, include an apical tip,
central leader and several nodes.
Class 49. llex

Class 50. Leucothoe

Class 51. Pieris

Class 52. Rhododendron

Class 53. Any Other Worthy

Section J. Bartlett Arboretum
Eligible for Arboreal Award
ARBOREAL - NEEDLED
EVERGREENS

Cut specimens must be no more than
30" in length, include an apical tip,

central leader and several nodes.
Class 54. Chamaecyparis

Class 55. Juniperus

Class 56. Picea
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Class 57. Pinus
Class 58. Any Other Worthy

Section K. Bunny Williams Garden
Eligible for Arboreal Award
ARBOREAL - FORCED OR
WINTER BLOOMING BRANCHES
Cut specimens must be no more than
30" in length, include an apical tip,
central leader and several nodes.
Class 59. Chaenomeles

Class 60. Forsythia

Class 61. Hamamelis
Class 62. Pieris

Section L. Hollister House
Eligible for Elfin Award

DWARF OR MINIATURE
ARBOREAL CUT SPECIMEN

Cut specimen must be no more than
18" in length, include an apical tip
and several nodes.

Class 63. Broadleaf Evergreens
Class 64. Forced or Winter Blooming
Class 65. Needled Evergreens

Section M. Shakespeare’s Garden
Eligible for Award of Merit

FOLIAGE CUT SPECIMENS
Class 66. Alocasia

Class 67. Monstera

Class 68. Philodendron
Class 69. Any Other Worthy

N
N

Section N. Glebe House Museum
Eligible for Club Competition Award

HORTICULTURAL CLUB
COMPETITION

Consultant: Leslie Martino
Icmartino@yahoo.com

Class 70. Aroids/Arums - Tropical

An artistic display of 7 or more different
specimens, grown by at least 2

Club Members. Staging is provided

by the Exhibitor. Exhibit space is

48” wide x 29” deep. No height restriction.

The Club member, who registers this
class, must contact the Consultant
at the time of registration.

~. This is a club horticultural effort

limited to 4 entries.

~. Only the club President's name is on

the entry card.

~. A Key Card (6" x 9") must identify

plant material with the current scientific
designation and location within the display.
All other requirements for a display

must be met. HB p. 60-61.

We wish to acknowledge Lyme Art Association for their assistance in providing the art used for

inspiration in this flower show.

LYME ART ASSOCIATION

DIVISION IlI- DESIGN

90 Lyme Street
Old Lyme, CT 06371
www.lymeartassociation.org

LYME ART ASSOCIATION — ART INSPIRING NATURE

Mary Lynn McRee, Chair mcruglady@aol.com The Stonington Garden Club

National Garden Clubs — Design Division Award
Award of Design Excellence. Rosette of Gold Ribbons. One is offered to the highest scoring, blue-ribbon exhibit, scoring 95+,
entered by an individual in the entire Design Division.
Section E Club Competition and Section F Companion Class are not eligible.
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National Garden Clubs — Design Section Awards
To be eligible for a Design Section Award, the award-winning Exhibit, in either creative or traditional style, must be a blue-ribbon
exhibit, scoring 95+, entered by an individual, meeting all requirements in a Section.

Club Competition Award. Rosette of Light Blue Ribbons. One is offered to the highest scoring, blue-ribbon exhibit, scoring 95+
by a club. Section E is eligible.

Designer’s Choice Award. Rosette of Purple Ribbons. One is offered to the highest scoring, blue-ribbon exhibit, scoring 95+,
entered by an individual, meeting all requirements. Section B is eligible.

Petite Award. Small Rosette of Blue and White Ribbons. Two are offered, one each in Section C and Section D, to the highest
scoring, blue-ribbon exhibit, scoring 95+, entered by an individual, meeting all requirements. Designer’s choice of plant material in
all petite classes.

Table Artistry Award. Rosette of Burgundy Ribbons. One is offered to the highest scoring, blue-ribbon exhibit, scoring 95+,
entered by an individual, meeting all requirements. Section A is eligible.

The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut — Design Division Awards
The Nell McGuinness Award. Rosette of Pink and Gold Ribbons. One is offered and may be awarded to the most outstanding
Exhibit in the Design Division.

The Terry Stoleson Creative Design Award. Rosette of Purple and Orange Ribbons. One is offered and may be awarded to
the Design Exhibit that best represents the creativity, imagination and originality essential in Creative Design.
Section B: Class 4 and 5 are eligible, also Section G is eligible.

The CT Judges Design Award. Rosette of Old Gold Ribbons. One is offered and may be given to an outstanding exhibit,
scoring 95+. Section F is eligible.

The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut People’s Choice Award in honor of Barbara Bruce.

Barbara Bruce loved flower shows, was an extraordinary designer and a generous mentor. The unique and beautiful flower shows
she created were always imbued with her inner light and joy. Barbara chaired Flower Show School and several Connecticut flower
shows all while fending off cancer. Sadly, she lost her battle on opening day of the 2016 show, which she chaired, Barbara left us
the gift of a schedule for 2017 to guide us and to guarantee the show would go on. With this award, we honor her memory.
People’s Choice Award. Rosette of Yellow, Brown and Green Ribbons will be awarded to the exhibit, selected by ballot, as the
people’s favorite in the Design Division. Attendees at the Flower Show vote through noon Sunday for their favorite exhibit. Ballots
are available near the Membership tables.

Design Division Rules

1. Deadline for online registration is January 15, 2027 on The Federated Garden Clubs of CT website. https://ctgardenclubs.org

2. The NGC Exhibit Policies are printed in Handbook for Flower Shows (HB), Chapter 7, Exhibiting in the Design Division p. 79.

3. Plant material and non-plant material permitted and not permitted in the Design Division are printed in HB, Chapter 7 p 80-81.
Not permitted in CT per the Committee: coral, starfish, sponges, sea fans, collected birds’ nests, and cut fruits and vegetables,
even if sealed. Whole fruits and vegetables are permitted. See General Rules (#22) for plant material prohibited in any Division.

4. All plant material in the design must be identified on the entry card and the nomenclature form; common names are acceptable.

The nomenclature form is provided to the exhibitor by the consultant. When the design is complete, the designer requests that

both the card and nomenclature form be reviewed by the Classification Committee and then turned into the Design Registration

table before the exhibitor leaves the floor. The entry card is prepared from the online registration and is available at the show.

The exhibitor is required to conform to the stated description and limitations of the Design Type, if named in the class.

Rules for Design Types, Advanced Design Types, Table Designs and Table Appointments are printed in HB, Chapter 7.

The Scales of Points for Design are in HB, Chapter 14 p. 130.

Designers are on their honor that the design entered has not been previously entered or judged in an NGC Flower Show.

All exhibits must be placed on Tuesday, February 16 between 10 am and 5 pm. SPECIAL EXCEPTION: Exhibitors assigned

to a judging panel, and/or an out-of-state Botanical Arts or Horticulture exhibitor who need a design exhibiting credit may enter

a completed, pre-registered design on Wednesday, February 17 between 7:30 am to 8:45 am with advance permission from

the Design Chairman. Deadline for exhibit entry and classification to be complete is 9:00 am with no exceptions.

10. Background curtains (8 feet) are champagne; lower curtains are black.

©eNo O

Design Sections & Classes
Section C and Section D designs are Petite not to exceed 12” in height, width and depth. Staged on a table 24” wide x 6’ long x 42”
high, covered in white and skirted in black. Design space is 12” x 12”. Underlay and Staging Panel are required. Fresh and/or
dried plant material are permitted.
Section A. Where Art and Nature Bloom. Eligible for Table Artistry Award. 4 entries per class

Consultant: Vana Nespor Email: vana.nespor@gmail.com Suffield Garden Club
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Class 1.

Class 2.

Class 3.

Section B.

Class 4.

Class 5.

Class 6.

Section C.

Class 7.

Class 8.
Class 9.

Section D.
Class 10.

Class 11.
Class 12.

Section E.

Class 13.

Section F.

Class 14.

Section G.

Grenadine by Theresa Marchant-Shapiro

Novice class: open to designers that have not been awarded a blue ribbon in a prior CT State Flower Show.

A tray table for one staged on a 24” round x 36” high black pedestal table skirted in black.

Fisher’s Moon by Sean Murtha

A semi-formal table for two, staged on a 36” round x 30” high table. Exhibitor provides complete coverage to the floor.
Eve and Adam by Serena Potter

Alfresco dining for two, staged on a 36” round x 30” high table. Exhibitor provides complete coverage to the floor.

Artist’s Muse. Eligible for Designer’'s Choice Award; 4 entries per class
Classes 4 & 5 Eligible for Terry Stoleson Creative Design Award
Consultant: Wendy Yu Email: wendyyu009@gmail.com The Garden Club of Old Greenwich

Section C Design space may not exceed 12” on either side of the pedestal.

Bass Players by Christopher Zhang

Novice class: open to designers that have not been awarded a blue ribbon in a prior CT State Flower Show.
Parallel Design staged on a 16” square, 42" high pedestal.

Elijah’s Moment by Shay Blum

Abstract Design staged on a 16” square, 43" high pedestal.

In Her Element by Mike Laiuppa.

Featured Plant Material Design staged on a 16” square, 42" high pedestal.

An Inspired Perspective. Eligible for Petite Award 4 entries per class

Consultant: Laura Hall Email: lefrommer@gmail.com The Stonington Garden Club
Grazing by Karen Ponelli. 12" Petite Multi-Rhythmic Design.

Novice class: open to designers that have not been awarded a blue ribbon in a prior CT State Flower Show.
Cool Blooms by Cheri Weymann. 12" Petite Monochromatic Design.

Shaw’s Cove by Catherine Clark-Nilsson. 12” Petite Tubular Design.

A Sense of Place. Eligible for Petite Award 4 entries per class
Consultant: Nancy Sutherland Email: nancyasutherland@gmail.com Garden Club of Madison
North Cove-OIld Saybrook by Leif Nilsson. 12” Petite Traditional Line Mass Design.

Looking for Lunch by J. Elaine Senack. 12” Petite Creative Design.

Sunshine by Benjamin Casiano. 12” Petite Construction Design.

En Plein Air. Eligible for Club Competition Limited to 4 entries

Consultant: Leslie Martino Email: Icmartino@yahoo.com Branford Garden Club

Club Competition Vignette staged in an 8 diameter circle. A vignette viewed from all sides and judged from the front.
Create an artistic setting depicting a scenic Connecticut location and prepare for an artist to paint ‘en plein air’. The
exhibit should convey the feeling that the artist is about to begin painting. The scene includes an artist’'s easel with a
16 x 20 inch blank or charcoal sketched canvas; attach a picture showing the chosen location. Easel and canvas
supplied by the FS committee. Plant material should be appropriate to the chosen landscape. Register the view
chosen with the Consultant, on a first come first served basis, prior to completing online registration.

A Subject Reimagined. Eligible for CT Judges Design Award Limited to 4 entries

Consultant: Elaine Matulis Email: eerwinmatulis@gmail.com Kensington Garden Club

Floral Harmony by Sunil Howlader

Companion Class. A Creative Mass Design staged on a 15” square x 40” high pedestal.

Two individuals work together to create a single design. This class is to encourage novice designers from within a club
to enter a flower show. HBp. 79

Atelier. Eligible for Award of Design Excellence; Limited to 4 entries
Eligible for Terry Stoleson Creative Design Award
Consultant: Mel Unger Email: mel.unger@ctgardenclubs.org The Garden Club of Woodbridge

Class 15. Formal Garden by Pat Proko.

Challenge Design. All identical components provided by the Flower Show Committee. Not all provided material must
be used. To be staged on 42” pedestals in the lobby of the Convention Center. Designs will be created in situ on
Tuesday, February 16 10:30 am. Ninety-minute time limit. Online registration is not available. Contact the

Design Consultant.
o o O & &
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DIVISION lil- EDUCATION — BEE RESILIENT

Chair, Carmelina Villani. readccv@gmail.com The Wallingford Garden Club

BEE RESILIENT
Garden for Nature . . o e .

‘ National Garden Clubs — Education Division Awards

Educational Top Exhibitor Award. Rosette of Brown and White Ribbons. Only one is offered to the highest scoring, blue-ribbon

exhibit, scoring 95+, entered by one or more exhibitors in Section A, Class 1.

Award of Appreciation. Rosette of Orchid Ribbons. One or more may be offered to non-judged exhibits of FGCCT affiliates and
schools, if merited, as determined by the show committee. Section B and Section C exhibits are eligible.

The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut — Education Section Awards
CT Judges Special Award. Rosette of Yellow and White Ribbons. One is offered to one Education Exhibit in Section A, Class 1
scoring 94 points or more, which awakens interest in a subject and stimulates the viewer to learn more. The recipient of the
Educational Top Exhibitor Award is not eligible.

CT Silver and Blue Award. Rosette of Silver and Blue Ribbons. One is offered and awarded to an Education Exhibit in Section
A, Class 1 scoring 90 points or more at the discretion of the judges. The recipient of the Educational Top Exhibitor Award is not
eligible.

Education Division Rules

1. Advance registration is required with the Education Division Chairman. Space is limited.

2. Educational Exhibits in Section A may be the work of more than one individual or organization unless a Student Judge, or an
Accredited Judge is seeking exhibiting credit for preparing an educational exhibit.

3. Section A judged exhibits must occupy a minimum of eighteen square feet of surface area to be eligible for the NGC Top

Exhibitor Award. Table size for Section A is 8’ long x 29” wide, covered and skirted in black.

Table size for Section B exhibits is 6’ long x 24” wide, covered in white; skirted in black. One table per exhibit.

Some fresh plant material is required, but not mandatory. NGC encourages the use where appropriate.

No artificial plant material is permitted in any Education Exhibit.

Informational handouts add to the educational value but are not required. Each part of the Exhibit should contribute to the

distinctive overall effect.

Set up. Tuesday, February 16 from 10 am to 5 pm. Contact Education Chair to schedule.

9. The Scales of Points for Education Exhibits are in Handbook for Flower Shows, Chapter 14 p. 130.

No o s

®

Education Sections and Classes

Section A. Where Art Meets Science Exhibit 6. CT Daylily Society
Eligible for the Educational Top Exhibitor Award Exhibit 7. CT Orchid Society
Eligible for Judges Special Award Exhibit 8. CT Rose Society
Eligible for Silver and Blue Award Exhibit 9. Nutmeg Orchid Society
Class 1. The Artist as Observer. Exhibit 10. Windsor African Violet Society 4>
Exhibit 1. Bee Resilient Exhibit 11. Wild Ones
Exhibit 2. Colonial Kitchen Garden at Exhibit 12. CIPWG
David Bushnell House Exhibit 13. CAES

Exhibit 3. Ecological Restoration Garden at

Spicebush Swamp Park Section C. Observation to Interpretation

Section B. Nature the Purest Form of Art Eligible for the NGC Award of Appreciation

Eligible for the NGC Award of Appreciation CIasEs f’]:b,'t“;flméing the Futtulrse hool
Class 2. A Vision of Discovery Exh!b!t 15' FInwrongnhen aS r? OIO
Exhibit 4. CT Cactus & Succulent Society xnibit 1. Flower Show Schoo

S : Exhibit 16. Gardening School
Exhibit 5. CT Chapter of the American Exhibit 17. Landscape Design School
Chestnut Society

BEE RESILIENT BEE RESILIENT BEE RESILIENT

Garden for Nature Garden for Nature Garden for Nature
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DIVISION IV- BOTANICAL ARTS — The Garden through an Artist’s Eye
Larry Huzi, Chair larry.huzi@ctgardenclubs.orq Branford Garden Club

National Garden Clubs — Botanical Arts Section Awards
Botanical Arts Design Award. Rosette of Yellow and Orange Ribbons. One is offered to the highest scoring, blue-ribbon exhibit,
scoring 95+, entered by an individual, meeting all section requirements. Botanical Design, Section A is eligible.

Botanical Arts Artistic Crafts Award. Rosette of Navy Blue Ribbons. One is offered to the highest scoring, blue-ribbon exhibit,
scoring 95+, entered by an individual, meeting all section requirements. Artistic Crafts, Section B is eligible.

National Garden Clubs — Photography Section Award
Botanical Arts Photography Award. Rosette of Black and White Ribbons. Two are offered to the highest scoring, blue-ribbon
exhibit, scoring 95+, entered by an individual, meeting all section requirements in Section C and Section D. The photograph must
relate to NGC goals and objectives. Photography, Section C and Section D are eligible; one award per section.

The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut — Photography Section Awards
CT Photography Award. Rosette of Cream, Navy and Burgundy Ribbons. One is offered to the highest scoring, blue-ribbon
exhibit, scoring 95+, entered by an individual. Photography, Section C and Section D are eligible.

Cheryl Collins Photography Award. Rosette Of Light Green, Lavender and Dark Green Ribbons. One Is offered and may be
awarded to the Photograph of flowers or gardens judged to be the most creatively photographed. The winner need not be a blue-
ribbon recipient. Photography, Section C and Section D are eligible.

Botanical Arts Division Rules for Botanical Design and Artistic Crafts

1. Deadline for online registration is January 15, 2027 on The Federated Garden Clubs of CT website. https://ctgardenclubs.org

2. All Botanical Arts Design and Artistic Crafts exhibits must contain some plant material. All plant material used in the exhibit
must be identified on the entry card and the nomenclature form; common names are acceptable. Not permitted in CT per
the Committee: coral, starfish, sponges, sea fans, collected birds’ nests, and cut fruits and vegetables, even if sealed. See
HB p. 80 for plant material permitted and not permitted. Read General Rules page 3 for additional requirements.

3. When the exhibit is complete, the designer requests that both the card and nomenclature form be reviewed by the

Classification Committee and then submitted to the Design Registration table before the exhibitor leaves the floor.

No artificial plant material is permitted in any exhibit.

Each exhibit must have a 6 x 9-inch Key Card that shows correctly labeled samples of the plant material used.

The exhibit must be the work of one individual and not previously exhibited in an NGC Flower Show.

The General Guidelines for all Botanical Arts Designs that apply are printed in HB, Chapter 10 pp 93-94.

The rules for Botanical Design are in HB Chapter 7 p. 93; Botanical Arts Artistic Crafts are in HB Chapter 10 pp 94-95.

The rules for Photography are printed in HB Chapter 10 pp 95-96.

0. Botanical Design is judged by Design Scales of Points, HB Chapter 14 p. 130. Artistic Crafts by Artistic Crafts Scales of

Points. HB p.131.

SN OA

Section A. Botanical Design Section and Classes -- Imagination and Fantasy
Eligible for Botanical Arts Design Award 4 entries per class
Consultant: Ginny Proestakes Email: ginny.proestakes@gmail.com Garden Club of Madison

Class 1. Origins by Alison Brush
Exploration — Freedom of Style, using more modern or international interpretations. Some plant material must be used
but there is no restriction on what can be done to the plant material. (Note: this is the only class permitting treatment of
fresh plant material such as painting, flocking or dying). Design space not to exceed 20” W x 20” D x 36” H. Underlay is
permitted. Staged on a 20” square x 34” high column. See HB pg. 94

Class 2. Robin and Dandelions by Michael DiGiorgi
A Pot-et-Fleur Design is a design with an emphasis on the combination of two (2) or more flowering and or foliage plants
with roots in soil or other medium. Fresh cut flowers must be included. Other fresh and/or dried plant material and/or
components may be added for embellishment: examples include nuts, leaves, branches, with or without foliage, and/or
decorative wood used for a dominant line in keeping with class requirements. Underlay is permitted. Staged on a 12”
square x 42” high column. See HB pg. 94.

Class 3. Seawright’s Daylily Farm by Robert Louis Del Russo
Plaque is a design organized in a natural manner composed of plant material and other optional components attached to
a 12” x 18” panel. Staged upright by the exhibitor on an 8’ long x 29” wide table covered and skirted in black. HB p. 93.
Artistic Crafts Rules
1. Artistic Crafts are objects with a function. They may be artistically pleasing but were not created solely for their artistic value.
They serve a purpose and can be labeled as a certain object.
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2. Plant material must be in its natural state. Plant material subject to manufacture into a different product is not in its natural
state and may not be used (e.g., milled wood, raffia, loose glitter, etc.). Skeletonized leaves are the exception. Please review
the use of native and invasive plants in the General Rules (#22) on page 3.

Non-plant material may be used for construction but must not be visible.

Forms may be assembled from plant material. Clipping, cutting and shaping of material is allowed.

5. Additional information is available HB, Chapter 10 pp. 94-95 and Scales of Points in HB Chapter 14 p. 131.

oW

Section B Artistic Crafts Classes and Sections — Beyond the Canvas
Eligible for Botanical Arts Artistic Crafts Award 4 entries per class
Consultant: Larry Huzi Email: larry.huzi@ctgardenclubs.org Branford Garden Club

Displayed on a table 8’ long x 29” wide covered and skirted in black. Eight-foot background curtains are champagne. The Display
space for each exhibit is 15” wide x 29” deep.

Class 1. April Hope by Alexandra Wetmore. Eligible for Botanical Arts Artistic Crafts Award.
A Vase/container covered completely with dried plant materials on the outside. The interior of the vase does not need to
be covered. Display stand, Underlay and Staging Panel at the discretion of the designer.

Class 2. Autumnal Moths by Amanda Surveski. Eligible for Botanical Arts Artistic Crafts Award.
A Neck Piece. Staged on a 12” black velvet display bust provided by the Committee. Underlay and Staging Panel required.

Class 3. An Exercise in Living by Kelly Taylor. Eligible for Botanical Arts Artistic Crafts Award.
An Artist's Palette. A 12" x 8” artist’'s palette, artistically decorated with dried plant material. Palette provided by the
committee. Display stand, Underlay and Staging Panel at the discretion of the designer.

Sections C & D Photography — Looking Through the Lens of an Artist
Kathy Harris, Photography Chair kathy.harris@ctgardenclubs.org Evergreen Country Gardeners

The ecology and geography across Connecticut have provided inspiration for artists throughout our 250-year history. Their art is
displayed in our Art Museums, Galleries, Public and Memorial Parks as well as in Gardens that populate our beautiful state. Use
your camera’s lens to interpret a specific work of art in a museum collection or capture the essence of the locale and theme. Photos
do not need to be taken at the specified location.

Photography Section Rules

Eligible for Botanical Arts Photography Award; CT Photography Award; Cheryl Collins Photography Award.

1. Photography classes are open to all members of FGCCT/NGC who are amateur photographers.

2. Each entry must be the work of the exhibitor under whose name it is submitted and has not been previously entered in an NGC
sponsored contest. Please review General Rules on page 3.

3. Online Registration deadline is January 8, 2027 on The Federated Garden Clubs of CT (FGCCT) website at
https://ctgardenclubs.org .

4. Exhibitor must attach a digital high-resolution copy (jpeg) of each entry to the online registration. Resolution should be

240 ppi or 1920 x 2400 pixels, or better.

5. All exhibits must relate to horticulture, gardening, design, or other NGC goals, objectives and/or initiatives, such as landscape,
conservation, civic projects, preservation, ecology, environment, etc.

6. Photographs may be enhanced by the exhibitor by cropping, filters, adjustments and/or other dark room techniques prior to
submission of the file. No Al generated images are allowed.

7. Photographs will be printed by the Flower Show Committee on 8 x 10-inch black foam core board, cut to the exact size of the
image. Exhibit may be black and white or color. Exhibits may have a vertical (portrait) or horizontal (landscape) orientation.

8. Contact Photography Consultant if you would like to arrange to print your own entries at your cost.

9. Exhibits will be accepted on Tuesday, February 16 from 10 am to 5 pm.

10. No frames are permitted.

11. The photo’s title, exhibitor's name, garden club, class number and class name are listed on the back of the black foam core
board. Online Registration requires a list of the plant material, if the plants are the subject of the photo. Current scientific
designation or binomial name is preferred.

12. Maximum of 12 entries per class; minimum of 4 entries per class. An exhibitor may enter up to 5 classes but only one
photograph per class.

13. The photographs will be hung on a 38” W x 70” H panel with a dark gray fabric background.
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14. Additional information is available in the HB, Chapter 10 pp. 95-96, available for download at the National Garden Club website
https://gardenclub.org.
15. Exhibits are judged by the Photography Scales of Points in HB, Chapter 14 p. 131.

Section C. Museum Masterpieces

Eligible for Botanical Arts Photography Award; CT Photography Award; Cheryl Collins Photography Award.
Ginny Casanova, Consultant Email: ginny.casanova@ctgardenclubs.org Clinton Arbor Garden Club
Class 1. Hill-Stead Museum - Gardens in Motion

Focus on blooming gardens, pollinator activity, seasonal growth, and the relationship between cultivated spaces and the
surrounding natural environment.

Class 2. Wadsworth Atheneum — Urban Nature Reimagined
Highlight how nature blooms within Connecticut’s cities—public gardens, architectural greenery, rooftop plantings, and
environmental resilience in urban spaces.

Class 3. Florence Griswold Museum - Impressionist Landscapes
Celebrate painterly Connecticut landscapes—soft light, riverbanks, marshes, meadows, and scenes that echo the
museum’s artistic heritage.

Class 4. New Britain Museum of Art — Artistic Garden Portraits
A stylized or creative interpretation of garden spaces—macro florals, abstract botanical forms, intentional blur, and
artistic composition.

Section D. Garden and Gallery Giclées

Eligible for Botanical Arts Photography Award; CT Photography Award; Cheryl Collins Photography Award.

Ginny Casanova, Consultant Email: ginny.casanova@ctgardenclubs.org Clinton Arbor Garden Club

Class 5. Yale University Art Gallery - Environmental Stories
Document environmental change, conservation efforts, sustainable gardening, native plant restoration, or visual
narratives about Connecticut’s ecosystems with two or more photos in a collage or diptych.

Class 6. Elizabeth Park - Floral Masterworks
Dedicated to flowers in all forms—Floral portraits, dramatic blooms, garden pathways, and color-rich compositions
inspired by one of the oldest public rose gardens in the U.S.

Class 7. Bartlett Arboretum — The Art of Trees and Forests
Celebrate native plants, forest scenes, wildlife interactions, and natural landscapes that reflect themes in art and the
state’s ecological diversity.

Class 8. Westport River Gallery — Waterscapes
Focus your lens on water scenes, water reflections, rivers, ponds and coastal views.

s ".‘\.E :;_:\E
w w w
The Gallery
The Flower Show needs many hands who organize a committee or just show up to help. This is a partial list of the wonderful
volunteers who support the Connecticut Flower Show. Thank you.

Meg Barnes, Olde Ripton GC, Horticulture classification Susan Laursen, Wallingford GC, Landscape Judging Chair
Nolini Barretto, Shippan Point GC, Horticulture registration Kathy Lindroth, Farmington GC, Hospitality

Sharon Bender, GC of New Haven, Horticulture placement Trish Manfredi, Evergreen CG, Design Classification
Catherine Blansfield, Danbury GC, Hort. classification Renee Marsh, Olde Ripton GC, Horticulture Classification
Martina Doshan, GC of Old Greenwich, Hort. registration Diane Pizzo, Enfield GC, Hospitality

Cindy Eadie, Branford GC, Horticulture registration Joan Sienkiewicz, Mystic GC, Design, Ed, BA registration
Natalie Fonteyne, Westport GC, Horticulture placement Joann Sullivan, Wethersfield GC, Hospitality

Ann Freeman, Branford GC, Horticulture registration Peg Townsend, GC Newtown, Horticulture staging
Norma Ingram, Avon GC, Painting crew Alison Waxman, Manchester GC, Name tags

Paula Inglese, Branford GC, Gallery Director Dave Waxman, Horticulture placement

Valerie Kelsey, Stonington GC, Horticulture staging Pam Wright, Stonington GC, schedule review

A special thank you to the 135+ garden club volunteers who come every day to the show to provide hospitality and
act as guides.
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