
​Board Meeting​
​January 21, 2026​

​By Zoom​

​Present:​

​Nan Merolla, Kelle Ruden, Norma Jean Macauto, John Davis, Mary Ann Lynn, Terry Lubman,​
​Kathy Harris, Barbara Duncan, Cheryl Cappiali, Mary Mary Ann Tyma, Deb Dodds, Wendy Yu,​
​Marty Sherman, Nancy Lenoce, Carole Fromer, Ellie Tessmer, MJ Lanzillotta, Pamela Wright,​
​Rosemary Bonaguide, Linda Kaplan, Scott DeMuth, Karin Pyskaty, Kandra Houston, Cindy​
​Marien, Gerri Giordano, Katherine Kosiba, Arlene Field, Polly Brooks, Donna Nowak, Jane​
​Waugh​

​Excused:​ ​Susan Laursen, Susan Demuth, Renee Marsh,​​Ginny Casanova​

​Absent:​ ​Holly Kocet, Mel Unger, Nancy LaBianca​

​The meeting was called to order at 10:04 am.​

​Welcome:​

​President Nan Merolla welcomed the board members; former Presidents, Jane Waugh, Arlene​
​Field, Polly Brooks, Donna Nowak and Karin Pyskaty. She also welcomed Joanne Sullivan to​
​the board as Vice Chair of the Meetings Committee.​

​Nan reviewed upcoming Calendar Events:​

​●​ ​Mar 4, Regional Roundtable - Danbury Garden Club hosting​
​●​ ​Mar 7 - Judges Council​
​●​ ​Mar 19 - FGCCT Board Meeting - Note this is THURSDAY as CAES​
​●​ ​Mar 20 Federation Fridays - Youth: NGC Contests and Youth Gardening​
​●​ ​Mar 24 Landscape Design School III​



​●​ ​April 15 - Annual Meeting​

​Recording Secretary:  Kathy Harris​

​The​​November 19, 2025 Minutes​​were approved as submitted.​

​Corresponding Secretary:​​Ginny Casanova​

​No Report​

​President:​ ​Nan Merolla​

​CLUB MEETINGS & EVENTS​

​●​ ​Nov. 20 – Danbury GC – Holiday Banquet & Meeting​
​●​ ​Dec. 9 – Greens Farms GC Holiday Meeting​
​●​ ​Dec. 17 – Clinton Arbor Garden Club - 65th Anniversary certificate presentation &​

​Garden Dedication and bench on the beach.  Bee Resilient Garden in Spring​
​●​ ​Jan. 7 – Danbury GC – Reg. Roundtable Planning Mtg (Zoom)​
​●​ ​Jan. 8 - West Hartford GC – Year Opening Mtg; 95th Anniversary certificate presentation​

​& Pres. Project - Also interested in Bee Resilient​

​FGCCT MEETINGS & EVENTS:​

​●​ ​Nov. 21 - Federation Fridays - “Flower Shows 101 and Judge’s Clerks Duties” (Zoom)​
​well attended.​

​●​ ​Dec. 12 – FGCCT Executive Meeting (Zoom)​
​●​ ​Dec. 30 – Federation Fridays – Fundraising/Plant Sales: Planning Mtg (Zoom)​
​●​ ​Jan. 5 - Federation Fridays – Fundraising/Plant Sales: Planning Mtg (Zoom)​
​●​ ​Jan. 9 – CT Flower Show Update Mtg (Zoom)​
​●​ ​Jan. 14 – Federation Fridays Rehearsal (Zoom)​
​●​ ​Jan. 16 – Federation Fridays Zoom Workshop: Fundraising/Plant Sales (Zoom)​
​●​ ​Jan. 21 – FGCCT Board Mtg (Zoom)​

​NGC & NEGC MEETINGS:​

​●​ ​Jan. 6 – NEGC Presidents Mtg (Zoom)​
​●​ ​Jan. 8 – NEGC Annual Meeting Wrap-Up Mtg (Zoom)​
​●​ ​Jan. 13 – NGC “Care to Share” Mtg (Zoom)​

​MISC. UNDERTAKINGS:​

​●​ ​Article submitted to Feb/March/April NEGC “Northern Exposure”​
​●​ ​President’s Letter in CFNews: Dec/Jan and Feb/March​
​●​ ​President’s Email to Club Presidents – 1/2​
​●​ ​Regional Roundtables “How-to” Packaging Project – Sent to NEGC Presidents​
​●​ ​Updating FGCCT CT Clubs Table Banner​
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​●​ ​Updating Project - FGCCT Manual of Duties and Standing Rules & Policy Statements​

​PRESIDENT’s PROJECT:​

​●​ ​16 Grant Applications approved in 2025; 5 Pending​
​●​ ​CFNews update articles (Dec/Jan and Feb/March)​
​●​ ​Plans to send BEE RESILIENT project summary to NGC – supports PLANT AMERICA​

​theme​

​REGIONAL ROUNDTABLES​

​●​ ​March 4, 2026 - Danbury (Danbury GC hosting) – Planning Meeting held on Jan. 7th​
​●​ ​March 26, 2026 - Old Saybrook (Old Saybrook GC and Duck River GC of Old Lyme​

​hosting)​
​●​ ​Planning Mtg planned for Jan. 23rd​
​●​ ​Other locations being pursued for 2026 – (Colchester, Greenwich, New Haven, other)​

​“FEDERATION FRIDAYS”​

​Monthly 1 ½ hr. Zoom Workshops - “A Deep Dive” on specific topics​

​●​ ​“Treasurers Workshop on Financial Management”​
​○​ ​Friday, Oct. 24th 2:30 – 4:00 pm​
​○​ ​Friday Oct. 29 th 6 – 7:30 pm​

​●​ ​“Flower Shows 101 and the Role of Judges’ Clerks” - Nov. 21 st 10 - 11:30 am​
​●​ ​“Fundraising…Rethinking Your Annual Plant Sale” - Jan. 16 th 10 - 11:30 am​

​○​ ​128 Registered; 4 FGCCT Board Members; 5 Club Presidents​
​●​ ​“NGC Youth Contests and Starting a Youth Gardening Program” - March 20 th 2:30 -​

​4:00 pm​

​PDF’s of PowerPoints, and supporting info. posted on our website. Contact me to book your​
​date.​

​2026 CT FLOWER & GARDEN SHOW​

​●​ ​Final Schedule and Exhibit Registration is on our website​
​●​ ​Discount Tickets flyer is on our website​

​2025 NEGC ANNUAL MEETING:​

​●​ ​NEGC Annual Meeting Committee Chair Wrap-up Meeting on Jan. 8 th​
​●​ ​Planning a meeting with VT, who will host the 2026 NEGC Annual Meeting​

​NATIONAL GARDEN CLUBS, INC.​

​●​ ​“Care to Share” Zoom sessions once a quarter – Jan. 13 th​
​●​ ​National Convention in St. Louis - NGC HQ: May 4 - 6​
​●​ ​Donna Donnelly’s President’s Theme: PLANT AMERICA for the next 100 Years!​
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​●​ ​PLANT AMERICA Matched Giving Program​
​●​ ​NGC and Keep America Beautiful grants programs to restore Blue Star & Gold Star​

​markers and gardens. (Details TBA)​

​President’s Projects:​

​●​ ​PLANT AMERICA, KEEP AMERICA BEAUTIFUL​
​●​ ​PLANT AMERICA – Red, White and Blue to Celebrate America’s 250th Birthday!​

​Fun facts:​

​●​ ​In 2025, 7 of our member clubs celebrated 100, 105, 110 yrs. and 15 clubs celebrated 75​
​to 95 years.​

​●​ ​In 2026, 8 of our member clubs will celebrate 100, 105 or 110 yrs. and 4 clubs will​
​celebrate 85 or 95 yrs.​

​First Vice President:​ ​Kelle Ruden​

​MEETINGS/EVENTS:​
​●​ ​November 20 Danbury Garden Club Holiday Luncheon​
​●​ ​November 21 Federation Friday​
​●​ ​January 16 Federation Friday- Plant Sales​

​CALLS:​
​●​ ​December 30 2pm Catch Up​
​●​ ​January 3 FGCCT Zoom Planning Call​
​●​ ​January 4 Danbury Roundtable Planning​
​●​ ​January 9 Flower Show Zoom​
​●​ ​January 14 Pre- Federation Friday Zoom​

​FGCCT HEADQUARTERS:​
​●​ ​The heat issue appears to be resolved.​
​●​ ​Joan is deep into yearly Dues renewals​
​●​ ​A reminder- if you have a project, or you need assistance from Joan, please letm e know.​

​Please refrain from adding an unexpected task or project to Joan’s plate without clearing​
​it with the Headquarters Manager.​

​AFFILIATES:​
​●​ ​CT Flower and Garden Show Education Division Consultant following up with all​

​Education exhibitors and providing name badge needs.​
​●​ ​Featured Affiliate for February / March is CT Daylily Society- and their 2025 Stout​

​Silver Medal Award Winner, Rich Howard with “Explosion in the Paint Factory.”​
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​ADDITIONAL:​
​●​ ​The repeat of the 100th Anniversary Committee for our 2029 Celebration in the CF News​

​has yielded additional volunteers! Planning for the first Zoom meeting post- plant sale.​
​Any board members who may be interested are welcome to join!​

​Second Vice President:​ ​Norma Jean Macauto​

​Club Visits​
​●​ ​December 8 – Spring Glen Garden Club – Presented Life Membership Letter and Pin​
​●​ ​December 11 – Garden Club of Brookfield – Installed Officers and presented Life​

​Membership Letter and Pin Featured Club Article​
​●​ ​Submitted article for the February/March issue of CFNews​
​●​ ​Life Memberships – with list of our 2025 recipients​

​General Inquiries​
​●​ ​No membership inquiries via NGC contact-us page.​
​●​ ​One inquiry via the FGCCT contact-us page; responded and shared with appropriate​

​clubs.​
​●​ ​One inquiry via Vonice; responded and shared with the appropriate club.​

​Club Membership​
​●​ ​As of January 7, 2026 we have 111 member clubs with a roster count of 6,293. Our​

​largest club is still Fairfield with 154 members; our smallest club is still West Haven with​
​7 members. We have 12 Members-at-Large.​

​●​ ​Reached out to several clubs to update names on rosters to help Joan streamline​
​instructions.​

​CT Life Memberships​
​●​ ​In 2025 we processed and distributed 21 Life Memberships.​
​●​ ​In December we visited Spring Glen Garden Club and The Garden Club of Brookfield to​

​present the two latest certificates and mailed another certificate to the Thames River​
​Garden Club.​

​Awards Meeting and Tribute Nominations​
​●​ ​We received the first Tribute Nomination of 2026 via the new input form.​

​Club Officers’ Day​
​●​ ​No activities.​

​Roundtables​
​●​ ​Participated in conversations/emails with Nan and Kelle related to 2026 dates and topics.​
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​Federation Fridays​
​●​ ​Helped with setup and participated in the November 21 Federation Friday session.​
​●​ ​Participated in conversations/emails with Nan and Kelle related to 2026 dates and topics.​
​●​ ​Helped with setup and participated in the January 16 Federation Friday session including​

​creation of an online survey that was sent to participants in advance.​
​●​ ​Met with Scott to learn how to create spreadsheets from registrant forms.​

​NEGC Annual Meeting Registrar Activities​
​●​ ​Participated in a debrief call with the CT team.​

​2026 CT Flower Show​
​●​ ​Participated in the committee call on January 9.​
​●​ ​Created a sign-up sheet for membership table volunteers and emailed requests to the​

​board and flower show committee.​

​Treasurer:​ ​John Davis​

​As of December 31, 2025 our assets totaled $489,776 of which $44,720 is in the four Council​
​accounts, and $24,994 is in the other donation-based restricted accounts.  For the 12 months​
​ending December 31, 2025 we had revenue from operations and related activities of just over $​
​170,000 and expenses of $192,182 for a deficit of revenue over expenses of just under $ 22,000.​
​With our investment earnings of about $ 21,000 we ended the period with a small deficit. There​
​are some variances from our budget worth mentioning, Flower Show School participation was​
​lower than planned, driving that shortfall in revenue, the Symposium was very well attended, but​
​we ended up with a loss of about $1,800. We also had a deficit (but smaller than we had​
​budgeted) for hosting the NEGC Annual Meeting. We had $20,000 planned for work on the​
​website which won’t happen this year.​

​You may recall that we had CD’s maturing in December (Goldman Sachs and US Alliance), they​
​have been re-invested in New CDs (Bank of America and US Alliance) Maturing in September​
​2026 and June, 2027 respectively. Both rates are slightly lower than we’ve been enjoying.​

​Financial Reports for the year are attached to this report, including a report on restricted fund​
​activity. As you will note, these are still a “draft” pending final reviews and reconciliations. You​
​will also note that the Restricted Equity Accounts for the councils and other restricted funds have​
​been updated based on their activity for the year, they showed an overall Increase, which had the​
​impact of increasing the unrestricted activity deficit to just over $ 1,000.​

​A quick note on the credit card you approved at our last meeting. Getting that set up took much​
​longer than I anticipated, I received the card in late December! Bank of America requires that we​
​pay the balance in full, something we had intended anyway. I have made some payments using​
​the card, so it works! One cautionary comment – Bank of America’s contract for this type of card​
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​makes any outstanding balance a joint and several liability of the Federation and me, personally;​
​not all Treasurers may want to accept that risk, so we should look into other payment options.​

​Advisory-​​Karin Pyskaty​

​The Symposium was accredited on December 4th.  John kept track of our income and expenses​
​and as he reported we had a loss.  The Connecticut Team assisted 51 judges from Connecticut,​
​New York, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Maine, and New Jersey update their​
​credentials. All Accredited judges who took the point scoring exam passed. We had 11​
​individuals take the Symposium for the purpose of learning. My detailed report is ready for the​
​next Symposium Chair.​

​Reports of Committee Chairs​

​Youth Activities Report​​–​​Kandra Houston​
​NGC Youth Contests for 2025-2026 are closed with the following clubs submitting their first​
​place winners to be judged at the state level:​

​●​ ​Poetry Contest – Colchester GC, Danbury GC, North Haven GC, Westport GC​
​●​ ​Recyclable Sculpture Contest – Danbury GC​
​●​ ​Smokey Bear & Woodsy Owl Poster Contest – Long Hill GC​

​State first place winners for Poetry and Sculpture Contests will be submitted to NEGC by​
​February 1st deadline and state first place winners for Poster Contest will be submitted to NEGC​
​by February 23rd deadline.​

​As a reminder, a​​Federation Friday​​Zoom Workshop on​​NGC Youth Contests and an Overview​
​of Youth Projects will be held on Friday, March 20th. Also included will be several local club​
​Youth Chairs and NGC Youth Contest Coordinators sharing their experiences.​

​An overview of the soon to be published NGC Youth Garden Club Handbook will be included if​
​available.​

​Year Book Manager -​​MJ Lanzillotta​

​I’m simply waiting for the yearbook awards to be submitted; the deadline is February 1st. The​
​submission process has been slow due to an issue with the website page, but it has been resolved.​
​There have been three submissions since 1/7.​

​Website Chair -​​Scott DeMuth​

​No Report​
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​Tours Coordinator Report –​​Kathy Lindroth​

​January 21, 2026​

​The Tours Committee met on January 12 via Zoom to go over planned tours and talk about ideas​
​for upcoming tours. 2026 will be a difficult year as a major trip was canceled. We hope to make​
​it up in 2027! Also, we recognize the importance of trying to keep prices down for the trips.​

​We have a fun​​Swallows Migration Cruise​​with RiverQuest​​scheduled for Sept. 24 that will​
​include wine/beer and simple buffet supper. Last time we did this, it sold out very quickly. It​
​should be fun!​

​2026​

​●​ ​Feb 1-6 Yellowstone​
​●​ ​April 21-26 Virginia cancelled​
​●​ ​October Azores in planning - 5 nights in planning.  Flights out of Boston​
​●​ ​Oct 27-Nov 7 Morocco sold out​
​●​ ​Dec. 1-3 Boston - Pops, Trolley Tour​

​2027​

​●​ ​January 25-Feb 10 Kerala, South India​
​●​ ​March 14-25 Morocco​
​●​ ​April 29-May 11 Portugal; Madeira Extension​
​●​ ​Chelsea Flower Show - The Cotswalds​
​●​ ​Summer Scandinavia (Tentative)​
​●​ ​Sept. 2-13 Italy----Piedmont and Italian Lakes​
​●​ ​Nov Egypt (Tentative)​

​2028​

​Nov. South Africa (Tentative)​

​Social Media Chair Report –​​Susan Demuth​

​No Report​

​Scholarship Committee -​​Carole Fromer​

​No Report​

​Public Relations​​- Linda Kaplan​
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​I had hoped we would get more submissions. Fifteen out of 21 awards were chosen.  I think I​
​will have to advertise the need to submit selections earlier and persistently in the fall and winter​
​to remind clubs of the deadline (which was changed a few years ago.)​

​I hope you enjoy this winter wonderland.  See you at the Flower Show.​

​PUBLICATIONS:​
​Newsletter Winners:​
​Medium Club:​ ​Clinton Arbor Garden Club​
​Large Club:​ ​Danbury Garden Club​
​Extra Large Club:​ ​Quiet Corner Garden Club​

​Magazine Winners​​:​
​Large Club:​ ​Danbury Garden Club​
​Extra Large Club:​ ​Garden Club of Madison​

​Bulletin Winners:​
​Large Club:​ ​Orchard Valley Garden Club​
​Extra Large Club:​ ​Wilton Garden Club​

​Rack Cards (Membership):​
​Large Club:​ ​Shippan Point Garden Club​

​Trifold (Membership):​
​Large Club:​ ​Kensington Garden Club​

​SOCIAL MEDIA:​
​Website:​
​Large Club:​ ​Orchard Valley Garden Club​

​Facebook:​
​Medium Club:​ ​North Haven Garden Club​
​Large Club:​ ​North Stonington Garden Club​
​Extra Large Club:​ ​Quiet Corner Garden Club​

​Instagram:​
​Small Club:​ ​Greenfield Hill Garden Club​
​Medium Club:​ ​Clinton Arbor Garden Club​
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​Program Committee -​​Kathy Kosiba​

​SUBJECT: Speaker Directory​

​New Speaker Solicitation and Renewal is now complete with a total of 43 speakers on the 2026​
​Speaker Directory. Of the 35 speakers in the 2025 online Speaker Directory:​

​●​ ​22 renewed and 7 not renewed (moving out of area, insufficient speaking engagements,​
​no response to correspondence, no reason provided)​

​Of the 69 speakers recommended to solicit (60 from clubs’ annual reports and 9 subsequent​
​recommendations):​

​●​ ​21 joined, with 11 declines and 37 no responses after multiple attempts.​
​●​ ​Note: Upon further review, some of the no responses are related to Affiliate membership​

​speakers​

​Specialties for new speakers include: Container Gardening, Floral Design, Photographer,​
​Landscape Architect, Landscape Designer, Birds of Prey, Forager/Mushrooms and more, Fitness​
​for Gardeners, Nature/Ecosystems/Pollinators/wild seed starting, Nature/forests/brain health/why​
​need National Parks/Wildlands in New England, and Pollinator Pathway.​

​Speakers Reviews:​

​Brought up the issue in July 2025 of removing the online review feature since the speakers are​
​primarily recommended by FGCCT clubs and members, and the speakers pay an annual fee to be​
​added. Only 7 speakers had comments; removed. Pending until the FGCCT website project.​

​There is also a Printable Speaker Review Form that is extensive https:​
​//ctgardenclubs.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Speaker_Review-Form.pdf​

​Received one this year and discussed it with the submitter. Need to discuss the value of this form​
​further with FGCCT as to what value/actions are intended to be taken when submitted;​
​considering that recommendations come through the annual reports or by email recommendation.​

​SUBJECT: Field Trips in CT​

​This web and printable resource of nearby parks, gardens and historic locations was created to​
​assist clubs who may want additional activities for their members in 39 different towns, and is​
​the responsibility of the Program Chair.​

​I still plan to review both the web page and printable document which may include site visits.​
​This is important to ensure the information is accurate and up to date.​

​Note: I recently became aware of a UConn Proposal for a golf facility to centralize activities,​
​reduce travel, and improve recruitment for the 9-person team on the property that contains the​
​Sid Waxman Conifer Collection. This collection is on the FGCCT Field Trip listing under Storrs.​
​More information on the proposal:​
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​https://updc.uconn.edu/gpf/​

​https://www.thechronicle.com/news/community-speaks-out-uconn-golf-​

​SUBJECT: Keynote Speaker for 2026 Annual Meeting​

​Annual Meeting: Wednesday, April 15, 2026 at The Aqua Turf Club​

​Ace Berry identified as preferred speaker. Ace Berry, owner of Ace in Full Bloom, on HBO TV​
​show Full Bloom. Berry is also the owner and lead designer of Fulshear Floral Design in​
​Houston, Texas. “Ace In Full Bloom” provides educational floral design workshops and training​
​nationwide at conferences and other events.​​https://aceinfullbloom.com/about/​​With the busy​
​holiday season, I was only recently able to reconnect with Ace Berry to discuss in detail:​

​●​ ​the FGCCT’s interest in him being our Keynote Speaker, as well as,​
​●​ ​obtaining more details related to his offer to also design and deliver all the table​

​arrangements,​
​●​ ​and the FGCCT’s interest in having him deliver a second floral design demonstration for​

​some of the table arrangements on the vendor floor before the program begins.​
​●​ ​All the arrangements will be available for raffle from this nationally known, creative​

​designer.​

​I am in the process of preparing a document of this information for Nan to review and take the​
​next steps for the decision to secure this speaker.​

​President’s Project -​​Wayne and Ann Gura​

​To date, we have received​​24 applications​​for the​​BEE RESILIENT grant. Of these,​​16 have​
​been approved​​. We are currently working with​​two clubs​​to help them tweak their planned​
​gardens so they meet the project criteria. The remaining​​six applications​​were either withdrawn,​
​funded through other sources, placed on hold by the applicant club, or did not meet the project​
​requirements.​

​As reported previously, many clubs have expressed appreciation for the learning experience​
​gained through the process—whether in developing the grant proposal or in determining native​
​choices for the planting itself, and learning more about the distinction between native and​
​non-native plants.​

​Regarding the budget​​, the BEE RESILIENT project has​​utilized nearly 90% of its initial-year​
​allocation, which we view as a significant achievement. With the inclusion of 2026 funding, we​
​anticipate being able to award at least​​21 grants​​this year. As a result,​​21 additional native​
​gardens​​will be planted across the state.​

​Nominating - TBD​
​No Report​
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​NEGC Annual Meeting -​​Joann Sullivan​

​No Report​

​Meetings Chair –​​Wendy Yu​

​I’m thrilled to have Joann Sullivan, President of the Wethersfield Garden Club, join me as Vice​
​Chair of Meetings. Joann recently served as chair of the New England Regional Meeting that​
​Connecticut hosted.​

​Planning for the Annual Meeting on Wednesday, April 15 is underway. The meeting will take​
​place as usual at the Aqua Turf Club in Plantsville, CT beginning at 9 AM with an opportunity​
​for shopping before our program begins.​

​●​ ​The 2026 3-course plated luncheon menu does reflect an increase of $2 per person.​
​●​ ​The Fall 2025 price was $41 per person and the new cost is $43 per person. I recommend​

​that FGCCT continues to subsidize the cost of the luncheon and associated expenses and​
​charges members the same $49 fee we charged in October.​

​My goal is to open registration for the event on March 1st after working along with Scott​
​DeMuth to set up the on-line registration.​

​Other future contracted dates:​

​●​ ​October 21, 2026 - Awards Meeting​
​●​ ​April 14, 2027 - Annual Meeting​
​●​ ​October 27, 2027 - Awards Meeting​

​It’s not too early to book 2028 dates.​

​Legislative Action Report –​​Gerri Giordano​

​More than 200 cities and towns nationwide have banned the use of gas-powered leaf blowers.​
​They blow air exceeding 200 mph and operate at between 85-125 decibels. Exposure to sounds​
​over 110 decibels can cause permanent hearing loss in just 2 minutes. The noise pollution is not​
​just dangerous to humans, either. Birds communicate in similar ranges, and gas-powered blowers​
​often mask their calls. Calls for mating. Alarms and territory marking become harder to hear. It​
​also causes flight responses in birds. Noise pollution leads to a reduced reproduction in birds.​
​Besides being excessively loud, air pollution emitted by gas-powered leaf blowers is even worse.​
​Running gas leaf-blowers emits the same amount of hydrocarbon emission released by a car​
​driving from Maine to LA.​

​It is not just dead leaves we are disturbing. Delicate creatures such as luna moths and swallowtail​
​butterflies disguise their cocoons and chrysalises as dried leaves. The leaves serve as a habitat for​
​wildlife such as lizards, birds, turtles, frogs, and insects that overwinter in fallen leaves.​
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​Please check your town or city to see if there is a ban on gas-powered equipment. If there is,​
​make sure it is enforced. If not, request that they be banned.​

​Or, we can pick up a rake!​

​Landscape Design Council Report –​​Susan Laursen​

​For the Fall Awards Meeting we took on a new endeavor of running a vendor table. We set up an​
​online page for the attendees of the Awards Meeting to purchase bulbs at a great price. This was​
​a bonus to the attendees while meeting the FGCCT goal to encourage bulb forcing, offer a​
​product at a very reasonable price, and increase the exhibits for the flower show in February.​

​The online sales were a success and the meeting attendees picked up their orders at the vendor​
​table. Due to the necessity of buying in bulk, we had some bulbs available at the vendor table for​
​sale, and fortunately we sold every bulb. Since our sales were 90% online, the risk for losing​
​money was negligible. Although profit wasn’t our main goal, we made over $900.​

​This March will be challenging for Deb’s 1st time of Chairing Landscape Design School due to​
​NGC’s new curriculum. It will be conducted virtually (using Google Workspace) for the first​
​time, with proctors in breakout rooms. Students will create their own landscape design. The​
​students will then email this landscape design to their proctor. This is a fabulous learning​
​endeavor, but challenging for some participants! There are 20 registrations as of today.​

​We are currently requesting proctors for LDS, and LDC judges for the upcoming CT Flower &​
​Garden Show.​

​Landscape Design School -​​Deb Dodds​
​Landscape Design School Registration is live on both Federated and National's websites.​
​Registrations are rolling in!​​There are 20 registrations​​as of today.​

​Judges Credentials Report -​​Cindy Marien​

​I attended the NGC Zoom meeting this month for state Credentials Chairs to learn about the new​
​forms we must use and who should receive them.​

​We have been alerted that the January Handbook for Flower Shows changes will be posted in​
​mid January.​

​Our CT Symposium was officially Accredited so I could return all paperwork for the 31 out of​
​state Judges who attended for credit to their state’s Credentials chair.  I returned forms to our 20​
​CT Judges that attended for credit as well as their updated official Individual Judge’s Credential​
​Record for their files.​

​We currently have 37 active Accredited Judges in our Council. Three of these have been given​
​their first six-month extension to renew their credentials.​
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​We have two new Student Judges for a total of ten. After judging at our state FS in February a​
​few of these Students will move to Accredited judge status.​

​We also now have 21 Master Emeritus judges.​

​We need to hold more Flower Shows in our state, to support all of these Judges to earn the​
​necessary exhibiting and judging credits they need to keep up with credential requirements!​
​Even a one day specialty show in Horticulture or Design would help. It doesn’t have to be grand.​

​Judges Council Report –​​Pat Dray​

​No Report​

​Horticulture -​​Renee Marsh​

​No Report​

​Historical/Memorial & Public Gardens​​- Nancy LaBianca​

​No Report​

​Healing, Therapy and Senior Gardening -​​Rosemary Bonaguide​

​No Report​

​Gardening School​​-​​Cheryl Cappiali​

​No Report​

​Flower Show School​​- Mel Unger​

​No Report​

​Environmental School -​​Krista Swanson-Fiorini​

​No Report​

​CT Flower Show -​​Vonice Carr​

​The Flower Show is ready to go! Design is full. Artistic Crafts is full. Photography is complete.​
​Horticulture’s deadline is February 8, so there is still time to contribute a horticulture exhibit to​
​the show. The Judges and Clerks have been assigned. In Hospitality, Diane Pizzo is filling in for​
​Kathy Lindroth and is well organized. All the staging is ready to go. We have revamped and​
​reworked our procedures and are ready. We just need you to bring your club and come to enjoy​
​the best flower show north of Philadelphia. February 19-22 at the Hartford Convention Center.​

​See you there!​
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​Civic Development Awards -​​Diane Pizzo​
​No Report​

​CAES Report -​​Ellie Tessmer​
​No Report​

​CFNews​​- Marty Sherman​

​No Report​

​Blue Star Chairman Report –​​Krista Fiorini​

​No Report​

​Awards Report –​​Barbara Duncan​

​Updates to the Awards Manual have been made and the revised manual has been posted to the​
​Awards website. Further revisions and correction of links in the Awards section to the website​
​have been submitted and is now ready for the 2026 award season.​

​2026 Publicity Awards are awarded and finalized for the October Awards Luncheon - thank you​
​Linda​

​Applications for NGC Awards are being finalized with submissions to the  NGC Dropbox​
​underway.​

​New Business​

​Pam Wright -​​The Stonington “Gardens by the Sea” Garden​​Tour​​is scheduled for 6/12-13. This​
​is an amazing garden tour and usually hosts 2000 attendees.  There will be 9 or 10 gardens on the​
​tour and they need a lot of volunteers. FGCCT board and garden club members are welcome to​
​volunteer for 3 hour shifts.  All volunteers receive a discount on tickets to the tour.  the same​
​discount that the Stonington Garden Clubs get ($40.00).  Tickets are $50 in advance and $65 if​
​purchased during the tour.  Contact Pam for a discount code.  Tickets will be on sale online​
​onFeb 1st.​

​Pam Wright -​​The Stonington “Gardens by the Sea” Garden​​Tour​​is scheduled for 6/12-13. This​
​is an amazing garden tour and usually hosts 2000 attendees.  There will be 9 or 10 gardens on the​
​tour and they need a lot of volunteers. FGCCT board and garden club members are welcome to​
​volunteer for 3 hour shifts.  All volunteers receive a discount on tickets to the tour.  the same​
​discount that the Stonington Garden Clubs get ($40.00).  Tickets are $50 in advance and $65 if​
​purchased during the tour.  Contact Pam for a discount code.  Tickets will be on sale online on​
​Feb 1st.​
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​Krista - Bethel Garden Club is doing a gardening series at the Bethel Library on Thursday​
​evenings  in March from 6:30-7:30  It is a hybrid program​

​●​ ​March 5 - Built to Last​
​●​ ​March 12 - Poetry Prose & Art​

​Diane Pizzo mentioned that she would greatly appreciate additional snacks for the Hospitality​
​Suite at the Flower Show.​

​Barbara Duncan - Wheeler Library program “Year in the Garden” is being offered​

​Garden Snippets​

​Diane Pizzo noted that her witch hazel is blooming beneath the snow!​

​Several board members mentioned that the Amaryllis bulbs were not good.  Some had leaves and​
​no stalk.  Bulbs were rotten.​

​The meeting adjourned at 11:30 am​

​Respectfully Submitted​

​Kathy Harris​
​Recording Secretary​

​Attachments:​
​Restricted Account Activity-Full Year 2025​​.​ ​Full​​Year Budget vs Actual 2025​

​Full Year Financial Position 1-13-2026.pdf​
​******************************************************************************​

​MOTIONS:​

​******************************************************************************​
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MpYOvGEw18TnEk1VBNjZoYxSJOQkKGvn/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OOM0Gcv67zoUsw-lts00M56p_vz9hvQm/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Wk7l6S8jauQeRNs6fmcVT2b6dNsE2-0X/view?usp=drive_link

