BEE RESILIENT: Garden for Nature
By Anne Djupedal Gura and Wayne Gura, co-chairs, FGCCT President’s Project

It’s a pleasure to report that since the last issue of CFNews, another three clubs have been awarded funding for
their natives-based garden projects! Congratulations to the following clubs on their inspiring BEE
RESILIENT projects:

1. Town & Country Garden Club of Newtown, to create a pollinator-friendly garden at the entrance of the
Senior Center within the Newtown Community Center.

2. Madison Garden Club, to re-plant a border with native plants in the fenced-in 50°x100’ educational
garden maintained by the Club at Bauer Park.

3. Brookfield Garden Club, to plant a west-facing, sunny, 25’-x-7” native perennial garden alongside the
building of the Brookfield Library.

BEE RESILIENT was the topic for April 24th’s Federation Friday on Zoom, which featured outstanding
presentations by three of the 29 member clubs that so far have been awarded grants for their pollinator-friendly
projects. Kudos to Pomperaug Valley Garden Club, Colchester Garden Club, and Shippan Point Garden
Club for their vision, work, and excellent results on their garden projects that they completed last year!

As summer approaches, there’s still time for a pollinator-friendly refresh-planting session in your natives-based
garden. Trim back standing stalks to 8”-24” high to become habitat for this year’s new crop of stem-nesting
bees — which, like the majority of our 4,000 U.S.-native bee species, are solitary, gentle and unlikely to sting, or
stingless. Plant more of your same perennial species to help enlarge drifts, balance the design, fill in gaps in
planting or in bloom time; and weed, water, mulch as needed. Then enjoy observing how the garden blooms
throughout the growing season, offering a lovely resilient feast for our pollinators, our eyes, our spirits.

As always, for those of you who may be preparing to apply, please note...

e Once you apply online, you’ll get an email back within a day or so that we’ve gotten your application —
either an automated one, or from either of us (Wayne or Anne.) If you don’t see it, check your spam folders.

e PLEASE include with your application a list of your selected plant species — note that we need to see the
Latin binomial names (your supplier should be able to provide those names for you), together with their
itemized cost estimate. Plant choice is key, we cannot proceed without it.

e The plant list should be comprised of no less than 70% locally/regionally-native species.

e Horticulturally-bred inter-species hybrids — which are typically designated with an “X” following the
genus name in the Latin binomial — are by definition not considered to be native plants.

And to ALL grant recipients past and future: once you’ve purchased and planted your plants, we’d love to
see photos! Also, as stated in the grant proposal, please email a clearly legible copy of your expense receipts.
No worries if your receipt and estimate don’t match. That’s why the estimate is just that: an estimate. However,
we do need to see those final numbers for our reporting requirements.

We’re happy to report that there’s still money for more BEE RESILIENT projects to add beauty and resilience
to more communities’ public landscapes. We welcome your application for your club!



