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A The GC of Avon
A Branford GC, Inc.
A Brookfield, The GC of

A Cheshire, Inc., The Suburban
GC of

A Colchester GC

A Danbury GC

A East Hartford GC
A Enfield GC

A Goshen GC

A Greenfield Hill GC
A Greens Farms GC

A Haddam GC

A Kensington GC, Inc.

A Leete's Island GC, Inc., The
A Long Hill GC, Inc., The

A Madison GC

A Milford GC, Inc., The

A Newtown, the GC of

A Newtown, Town & Country
GC of

A North Haven GC
A North Stonington GC
A Old Saybrook GC
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A Pomperaug Valley GC

A Quiet Corner GC

A Rowayton GC

A SasquaGC, Inc.

A Shippan Point GC, The

A Southbury GC

A Spring Glen GC , Inc., The

A Wallingford GC, The
A Westport GC, Inc.
A Wethersfield GC

A Wilton GC, Inc.




A Nan Merolla, President, FGCCT

A Barbara Duncan, Awards Chair, FGCCT

A Norma Jean Macauto, 2" Vice President, FGCCT

A Diane Pizzo, Civic Development Chair, FGCCT

A Lanette Lepper, Vice President, The Quiet Corner Garden Club

A Gail Grossman, Former Awards Chair, Madison Garden Club
A Kathy Anderson, Awards Chair, The Wilton Garden Club, Inc.
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Workshop Agenda

Barbara Duncan Types of Awards

Why Apply for &
Awards? Special Awards

_ Kathy Anderson ~
Questions & . Tﬁe Wilton
Discussion PP Garden Club

Application
Process
& Deadlines
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3 Answer Questions

0 | What do | do? 3 Prepare for Awards

Luncheon

Q 3 Choose projects for New England and
National Garden Clubs Award Applications

Role of the

Awards Chair ~
A 1 Alert Clubs to Deadlines

¥®m , Share Information

! 1 Chair awards selection meeting
Mid June




WHY APPLY FOR AWARDS?

¢

A Celebrate and Reward your outstanding
projects

AFGGCT honors the achievements of 111
garden clubs from the past year at an
Annual Awards Meeting in October

A Awards are presented annually by The
Federation, National Garden Clubs, Inc.,
and New England Garden Clubs, Inc. to
recognize club efforts

A Encourage the development of award -
winning activities and projects
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Awards Applications ~

We need you!
J/

FGCCT Awards (160), NEGC (4), and
NGC (16) were presented at the 2025
October Awards Meeting & Luncheon

A This accounts for merely 40% of
FGCCT clubs (111)

A Our goal is to boost participation
from clubs statewide

A Applying for Awards greatly increases
your chances of receiving an award!



FGCCT Awards

Awards support the Mission of the FGCCT:

To coordinate, stimulate and encourage higher
standards in all aspects of Garden Club work and to
protect and conserve our natural resources,
preserve our heritage and promote civic beauty.

Awards given by size of Club Membership:
A Small club (1 to 29 members)
A Medium club (30 to 59 members)
A Large club (60 to 99 members)
A Extra Large club (100 or more members)
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New England Garden Clubs,,,,, nc. and
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NEGC and NGC Awards acknowledge both
outstanding Club projects as well as individual
achievements

A Applications for the NEGC Awards
(September) and NGC Awards (January)
are selected and submitted by the FGCCT
Awards Chair

gj&nd Gat&e



----------------

/A Applications utilize award details provided during
the FGCCT Application Process

A Contain comprehensive project information

A Project photographs

A Project expenses

A Number of Club Members involved in the Project

A NEGC and NGC Awards are presented at the FGCCT
October Awards Luncheon
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FGCCT Awards Proces

AApplications are no longer be submitted via
Annual Reports

Alndividual clubs now complete the application
process online

ASpecialized applications are required for
Publications and Yearbook awards

Anhttps://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards

-by-cateqory/

Ahttps://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards

\ -by-deadline/
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FGCCT Awards ~ How to

/ BEGIN HERE

Go to Members Area of FGGCT Website:

hitps://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards __ -by-category/ |
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A Individual Award Application
A Club Award Application

A Special Awards Application
A Tribute Award Application

L

We have prepared a PDF gwde
to walk you through the online forms process.
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Fill out an award Siﬁiﬁ‘;g?ﬁﬁ?n‘?“y?ut" Application (0 Appl|cant The Awards
application MUSTchoose a automatically receives a copy Committee

online. category. forwarded to the of submission selects Awards
FGCCT Chair, =

appropriate Awards
Chair

You can come
Thank ary ‘“'l"l‘ {.ql.,.ﬂl.:n:: the time to provide this Ll '‘mation //// baCk tO Complete
y much for taking the time to provide or L. % Link to continue edmng later the Application
Please use the following link to retur

full copy of your entries upon submission.

and complete this form from any computer.

CAPTCHA

|:| I'm not a robot

2 https://ctgardenclubs orgfawards/awards-by-category/club-award-application/?gf_token=211bgsd88cfcag903ayd2co8sdz06fass

Note: This link will expire after 30 days.
remail address if you would like to receive the link via emai

Submit € Save and Continue Later
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FGCCT Awards Applicatio
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A 4

Deadlines 6Award Cal

/ January 1, 2026

Public Relations

for Programs in prior year (2025)

May 31, 2026

Club and Individual Award | | | BN,
Applications

QPrograms from June 1, 2025 to May 31, 2026

o AN

October, November & December
Thursday

tonday | Tuesday Wednesday
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January 1, 2026: Public Relations

January 20, 2026: Youth Programs
Send to Kandra Houston
A Youth Poetry
A Youth Sculpture
A Smokey Bear Poster Contest

February 1, 2026.
k Yearbook Award of Excellence




Other Awards ~ THE BRONZE
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A Since 1935, highest
award given by FGCCT

A Nominations sent to !
Awards Chair by July 1, 2026

A Recent Recipients:

o 2025- Avalonia Land
Conservancy

2024 - Sarah Baliley
2023 - Channing Harris
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Maintained by FGCCT Awa
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Gardening Council
Cheryl Cappiali

e Lovely Garden Award

Apply by August 15

The application is in the Awards
Manual.

Other Awards -~
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National Garden Clubs"
and
FGCCT

Scholarships

Carole Fromer

« NGC February 1 deadline
« FGCCT July 1 deadline go to FORMS
on the Federation website
« Promote scholarships in your

community.

Connecticut, Inc.

Maintained by FGCCT A s Committee - Last update 1/7/24
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October 21, 2026
Aqua Turf, Plantsville, CT

Reserve your spot on the FGCCT
website beginning September 1

We hope your award nominee
will attend and
hope to see all of you there!
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TRIBUTE AWARDS -~
Norma Jean Macauto
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have made an exceptional impact on your Cl|
the Federation, and/or the comm
In one of the following ten categ .C;//

;/// 2/ e

Horticulture
Communications

6 Civic Development
U Landscape Design

U Environmental Photography
Concerns and Floral Design
Conservation Youth

o o 0

Healing, Therapy &

u | | All Around Excellence
\ Senior Gardening




TRIBUTE AWARDS ~ The Process

A Any member of The Federation is eligible
A Award timeframe is June 1 to May 31
A Award submission deadline is May 31

A Forms are submitted online and delivered directly
to the Second VP

A Recipients receive an Award Certificate and a
special Tribute Award pin




What MJake EXCEPTJ@N/AXL FEDEATION

Did your nomineeée

A Do something out of the ordinary @&introduce a novel idea or
project

A Take your club out of its comfort zone

A Help reach a larger/broader audience than usual

A Bring about a long-lasting change/benefit to your club or
community

A Coordinate multiple projects successfully

A Become a necessary constantdyou would be lost or less
without them

Tribu




CIVIC DEVELOPMENT AWARDS

Diane Pizzo, F GCCT Cl/\ﬂ/@ Chaw FEDITION

Tl'('r_l(u].\""

APresidents Award - Presented to a club for an outstanding
community project.

ALee Bauerfeld Beautification Award - Presented to a project
that benefits the community both aesthetically and
environmentally, and is designed to encourage further
improvement.

ACivic Creativity Award - The Suffield Garden Club established
this award to be presented to a club for an unusual or
outstanding and creative project in the category of civic
development.

AAwards of Excellence

ACertificate of Achievement (Club and Individual)

ACitations (Club and Individual)
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The Civic Development Award categories can include a broad range of activities.

COMMUNITY

OUTR EACH
%@

PUBLIC
ENGAGEMENT
7




What Makes a (

Beautification and Creativity

A Enhance public spaces

A Improve the appearance of
the community and create
welcoming environments

A Benefit the community both
aesthetically and
environmentally

Good Application for Civi

FEDERATION
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Public Engagement Community Outreach
Programs that involve and educate Projects supporting food security,
community members: health, and connection:
A Hosting a Master Gardener A Community vegetable gardens
clinic A Garden tours
A Starting a seed-sharing A Workshops on native or
Initiatives

sustainable gardening

A Providing gardening advice and | A participation in community
[ESOUICES celebrations

" A Providing wreaths to an
underserved community and
provide some cheer and social
connection.

A Installing little Free Libraries
filled with gardening books
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What Makes a Good Appl tion?

A strong application clearly explains:

A The purpose of or need for the project N
A The goal of the project
A The Club members and other people involved D
AWas it successful or were there problems?

AWhat was the cost?

A The measurable or visible impact on the community
A How the project can be sustained or expanded

The General Scoring Rubric is on Pg. 9 of the Awards Manual.



Where do | find the
answers?

FEDERATION
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Go to
https://ctgardenclubs.org

Choose Awards, then

AWARDS MANUAL \ . \ o ﬁ
This presentation is but the seed.

YOS - - ~
@;‘#‘g\{/ ) Federated 91‘11‘(4.}‘11 Clubs
D 2CLIC -
*l Connecticut, Inc.

Maintained by FGCCT Awards Committee - Last update 1/7/24




A Awards Chair

A Civic Development

A Environ. Concerns/Conservation
A Healing, Therapy, Sr. Gardening
A Historic/Memorial/Public Gardens
A Horticulture

A Lovely Garden Award

A Public Relations

A Scholarships for College Students
A Tribute Awards

A Youth Awards & Contests

A Yearbook Award of Excellence

FGCCT AWARDS EVALUATING COMMITTEE

Barbara Duncan
Diane Pizzo

Holly Kocet
RosemaryBonaguide
TBA

Renee Marsh

Cheryl Cappiali
Linda Kaplan

Carol Fromer

Norma Jean Macauto
Kandra Houston

MJ Lanzillotta




The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. The Federated Garden Clubs

of Connecticut, Inc.

AWARDS MANUAL 2024-2025

& N
%nectice®

Ninety-sixth Annual

AWARDS MEETING
October 22, 2025

A copy of this Awards Manual is available on The Federation’s website.
www.ctgardenclubs.org

The Aqua Turf Club
Revised 28 Nov 2025 - 8 Plantsville, Connecticut

The

Federated Garden Clubs
< ¢ Connecticut, Inc.

Home  AboutUs  Membership  Education

Federated Garden Clubs OFCT | Awards

Awards

Awards by Category
Awards by Deadline
Awards Manual
Awards Meeting

Awards Workshop Slides

Events

Projects

Awards
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What does ards Chair do: e

FEDERATION
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A Many clubs designate an Awards Chair
A Coordinates and drafts submissions

A Becomes knowledgeable about Awards Procedures
A Serves as a motivator

A Collaborates with the Club President and Committee
Chairs to identify award -worthy achievements

A Assists in organizing the preparation of Award
Nominations

A Creates a positive atmosphere when awards are
received
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\the projects and activities of the club).
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Quiet Corner Garden Club s
o o ) -
Lanette Lepper - Vice President W vidays!

Assemble Your Team:

We tried for several years to form a Committee but
there was no interest, so the past couple of Presidents
did what they coul dé

DO NOT recommend, as 1 tos
person to handle.

Plan B: Civic Chair and two Vice Presidents with no
prior Awards experience (but intimate knowledge of




Put Your Heads T@g ether

FEDERATION
Triduqx"

| e AFamiliarize yourselves with the Award Categories
and requirements in the online manual. Match them
- Pl to your club projects/activities.

Alf you are a team of 3 nerds, create a spreadsheet.

ARef er to past yearsd Awa
Inspiration.

ALearn from our mistake: it is best to do this as

projects are happening throughout the year, not the
last 2 weeks in May after you have burnt yourselves

out at the Plant Sale.
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A Decide who will be responsible for each nomination (Spreadsheet
column), based on who has the most knowledge and connection with the
project/people.

A For the teachers and managers out there, you are essentially writing a
letter of recommendation. Be specific and avoid generalities, while also
being VERY succinct (what info would your scholarship committee be
looking for?).

A Big Help: At the completion of every civic project, our leaders are asked
to submit a final report, which comes in handy for writing up the awards
nominations. If your club has an Annual Report, this can also help.

.




Submit your Nominations

 We found that the pre-set questions weren’t applicable

* We just ignored them and used the space to give the
information we wanted to present.

* (Spreadsheet column to indicate submission.)

* We just used ‘cut and paste’ from our write-ups to the
nomination form.




Attend the Awards Luncheon a
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Celebrate together
while gathering great
ideas for new projects!




Madison Garden Club

Gail Gr@ssman F @rm@f Avmfd/ Chair

" ADondt be afraid to say ¢

President to be an Awards Chair

ARead the FGCCT Awards Manual and browse the
.~ FGCCT Website dask your Club or FGCCT for
nelp to access it

éADonf‘)t wait for member s t

you 0 Go out and look for them!

B | FEDERATION
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Successful Awards Chair

A Get invited to your board meetings to hear
- about projects going on in the club

A Consider all members/projects for awards
~ regardless of personality or quirks

A Ask questions and then ask more questions to
- learn all you can about the projects and the
people involved

A Write passionately about the projects



FEDERATION
Tl‘i(l(uj.\"

4

Palettes to Petals .
Katz Collection Reimagined

% Club
adison

Plant Sale

Spring Fashion Show
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Daffodils
Over
Madison

Gardun Club
of Madison
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Ellen Carder Memorial Award
For Horticulture given to Denise Forrest

Youth Qutreach

Petals to Plates for Meals on Wheels
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WHY AWARDS CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

A Recognizing the hard work of both new members and longtime members
A Encourages them to continue and do more

A Helps members collaborate and stay engaged
A Instills a sense of pride

A Publicizing awards can lead to working with other community
organizations

A Awards Meeting is rewarding and a wonderful insight into what other
clubs do ofor future ideas



