
Your Awards Await! ~
The FGCCT Awards Application Process
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Friday, February 27, 2026

~ Presented via Zoom ~



33 Clubs in Attendance !
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ÅThe GC of Avon

ÅBranford GC, Inc.

ÅBrookfield, The GC of

ÅCheshire, Inc., The Suburban 

GC of

ÅColchester GC

ÅDanbury GC

ÅEast Hartford GC

ÅEnfield GC

ÅGoshen GC

ÅGreenfield Hill GC

ÅGreens Farms GC

ÅHaddam GC

ÅKensington GC, Inc.

ÅLeete's Island GC, Inc., The

ÅLong Hill GC, Inc., The

ÅMadison GC

ÅMilford GC, Inc., The

ÅNewtown, the GC of

ÅNewtown, Town & Country 

GC of

ÅNorth Haven GC

ÅNorth Stonington GC

ÅOld Saybrook GC

ÅPomperaug Valley GC

ÅQuiet Corner GC

ÅRowayton GC

ÅSasquaGC, Inc.

ÅShippan Point GC, The

ÅSouthbury GC

ÅSpring Glen GC , Inc., The

ÅWallingford GC, The

ÅWestport GC, Inc.

ÅWethersfield GC

ÅWilton GC, Inc.



Presenters

ÅNan Merolla, President, FGCCT

ÅBarbara Duncan, Awards Chair, FGCCT

ÅNorma Jean Macauto, 2nd Vice President, FGCCT

ÅDiane Pizzo, Civic Development Chair, FGCCT

ÅLanette Lepper, Vice President, The Quiet Corner Garden Club

ÅGail Grossman, Former Awards Chair, Madison Garden Club

ÅKathy Anderson, Awards Chair, The Wilton Garden Club, Inc.
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Housekeeping
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Speaker View

Rename: First & Last Name, Club

Mute

Send Questions to CHAT

Speakers will answer questions at the 
end

A PDF file of this Presentation will be 
posted on our website



Workshop Agenda
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Good Award 

Application

Resources

&
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Chairs

Lanette Lepper ~

Quiet Corner 

Garden Club

Gail Grossman ~
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Club

Kathy Anderson ~

The Wilton 

Garden Club

Questions & 
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Role of the

Awards Chair ~

Barbara Duncan
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ɻWhat do I do?
ƺAnswer Questions

ƺPrepare for Awards 
Luncheon

ƺChoose projects for New England and 
National Garden Clubs Award Applications

ɻAlert Clubs to Deadlines

ɻShare Information

ɻChair awards selection meeting

Mid June



WHY APPLY FOR AWARDS?

ÅCelebrate and Reward your outstanding 
projects 

ÅFGGCT honors the achievements of 111 
garden clubs from the past year at an 
Annual Awards Meeting in October

ÅAwards are presented annually by The 
Federation, National Garden Clubs, Inc., 
and New England Garden Clubs, Inc. to 
recognize club efforts

ÅEncourage the development of award -
winning activities and projects
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FGCCT Awards (160), NEGC (4), and 
NGC (16) were presented at the 2025 
October Awards Meeting & Luncheon

ÅThis accounts for merely 40% of 
FGCCT clubs (111)

ÅOur goal is to boost participation 
from clubs statewide

ÅApplying for Awards greatly increases 
your chances of receiving an award!

Awards Applications ~  
We need you!
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FGCCT Awards

Awards support the Mission of the FGCCT:

To coordinate, stimulate and encourage higher 
standards in all aspects of Garden Club work and to 
protect and conserve our natural resources, 
preserve our heritage and promote civic beauty.

Awards given by size of Club Membership:

ÅSmall club (1 to 29 members)

ÅMedium club (30 to 59 members)

ÅLarge club (60 to 99 members)

ÅExtra Large club (100 or more members)
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Categories of FGCCT Awards
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Civic 
Development

Club 
Certificates of 
Appreciation

Conservation
Environmental 

Concerns & 
Arboreal

Floral Design 
& Flower 

Show

Good Deed 
Citations

Healing 
Therapy & 

Senior 
Gardening

Historic, 
Memorial & 

Public Gardens
Horticulture

Landscape 
Design

Publication & 
Other Media

Yearbook of 
Excellence

Youth



New England Garden Clubs, Inc. and

National Garden Clubs, Inc. Awards
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NEGC and NGC Awards acknowledge both 
outstanding Club projects as well as individual 
achievements

ÅApplications for the NEGC Awards 
(September) and NGC Awards (January) 
are selected and submitted by the FGCCT 
Awards Chair



NEGC and NGC Awards Process
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ÅApplications utilize award details provided during 

the FGCCT Application Process
Å Contain comprehensive project information
Å Project photographs

Å Project expenses

Å Number of Club Members involved in the Project

ÅNEGC and NGC Awards are presented at the FGCCT 

October Awards Luncheon



FGCCT Awards Process
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Revised and Streamlined Award Process

ÅApplications are no longer be submitted via 

Annual Reports

ÅIndividual clubs now complete the application 

process online

ÅSpecialized applications are required for 

Publications and Yearbook awards

Åhttps://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards

-by-category/

Åhttps://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards

-by-deadline/

https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards-by-category/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards-by-category/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards-by-category/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards-by-category/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards-by-category/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards-by-category/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards-by-deadline/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards-by-deadline/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards-by-deadline/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards-by-deadline/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards-by-deadline/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards-by-deadline/


FGCCT Awards ~ How to Start
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BEGIN HERE

Go to Members Area of FGGCT Website:

https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards -by-category/

Å Individual Award Application

ÅClub Award Application 

Å Special Awards Application

Å Tribute Award Application

We have prepared a PDF guide 

to walk you through the online forms process. 

https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards-by-category/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards-by-category/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards-by-category/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards-by-category/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards-by-category/


Online Application Process
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Fill out an award 
application 

online. 

Several categories to 
choose from; you 
MUSTchoose a 

category .

You can come 
back to complete 
the Application

Application 
automatically

forwarded to the 
FGCCT Chair, 

appropriate Awards 
Chair

Applicant 
receives a copy 
of submission

The Awards 
Committee 

selects Awards



FGCCT Awards Applications ~ Deadlines
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January 1, 2026
Public Relations

for Programs in prior year (2025)

May 31, 2026
Club and Individual Award 

Applications

for Programs from June 1, 2025 to May 31, 2026

Deadlines ðAward Calendar
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January 1, 2026: Public Relations

January 20, 2026: Youth Programs

Send to Kandra Houston

ÅYouth Poetry

ÅYouth Sculpture

ÅSmokey Bear Poster Contest

February 1, 2026: 

Yearbook Award of Excellence

Jan / Feb Deadlines

FGCCT Awards Applications ~ Deadlines
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ÅSince 1935, highest

award given by FGCCT

ÅNominations sent to FGCCT 

Awards Chair by July 1, 2026

ÅRecent Recipients:

o 2025 - Avalonia Land 

Conservancy

o 2024 - Sarah Bailey

o 2023 - Channing Harris

Other Awards ~ THE BRONZE 
MEDAL



Other Awards ~

LOVELY GARDEN AWARD

19



20

Scholarships for College Students
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October 21, 2026

Aqua Turf, Plantsville, CT

Reserve your spot on the FGCCT 

website beginning September 1

We hope your award nominee 

will attend and 

hope to see all of you there!

FGCCT 97th ANNUAL AWARDS LUNCHEON
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TRIBUTE AWARDS ~
Norma Jean Macauto
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Established in 1994 this d istinct award honors individuals who 

have made an exceptional impact on your Club, 

the Federation, and/or the community, 

in one of the following ten categories:

ü Civic Development

ü Landscape Design

ü Environmental 

Concerns and 

Conservation

ü Healing, Therapy & 

Senior Gardening

ü Horticulture

ü Communications

ü Photography

ü Floral Design

ü Youth

ü All Around Excellence



TRIBUTE AWARDS ~ The Process
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ÅAny member of The Federation is eligible

ÅAward timeframe is June 1 to May 31

ÅAward submission deadline is May 31

ÅForms are submitted online and delivered directly 

to the Second VP

ÅRecipients receive an Award Certificate and a 

special Tribute Award pin



Tribute Awards ~
What Makes EXCEPTIONAL?
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Did your nomineeé

ÅDo something out of the ordinary ðintroduce a novel idea or 

project

ÅTake your club out of its comfort zone

ÅHelp reach a larger/broader audience than usual

ÅBring about a long-lasting change/benefit to your club or 

community

ÅCoordinate multiple projects successfully

ÅBecome a necessary constant ðyou would be lost or less 

without them



CIVIC DEVELOPMENT AWARDS
Diane Pizzo, FGCCT Civics Chair

ÅPresidents Award - Presented to a club for an outstanding 
community project.

ÅLee Bauerfeld Beautification Award - Presented to a project 

that benefits the community both aesthetically and 
environmentally, and is designed to encourage further 
improvement.

ÅCivic Creativity Award - The Suffield Garden Club established 

this award to be presented to a club for an unusual or 
outstanding and creative project in the category of civic 
development.

ÅAwards of Excellence

ÅCertificate of Achievement (Club and Individual)

ÅCitations (Club and Individual)
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What Makes a Good Application for Civics?

The Civic Development Award categories can include a broad range of activities.
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BEAUTIFICATIONand CREATIVITY

PUBLIC 

ENGAGEMENT

COMMUNITY 

OUTREACH



Public Engagement

Programs that involve and educate 
community members:

ÅHosting a Master Gardener 
clinic

ÅStarting a seed-sharing 
initiatives

ÅProviding gardening advice and 
resources

ÅInstalling little Free Libraries 
filled with gardening books

Community Outreach 

Projects supporting food security, 
health, and connection:

ÅCommunity vegetable gardens

ÅGarden tours

ÅWorkshops on native or 
sustainable gardening

ÅParticipation in community 
celebrations 

ÅProviding wreaths to an 
underserved community and 
provide some cheer and social 
connection.
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Beautification and Creativity

ÅEnhance public spaces

ÅImprove the appearance of 

the community and create 

welcoming environments

ÅBenefit the community both 

aesthetically and 

environmentally

What Makes a Good Application for Civics?



What Makes a Good Application?
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A strong application clearly explains: 

ÅThe purpose of or need for the project

ÅThe goal of the project

ÅThe Club members and other people involved

ÅWas it successful or were there problems?

ÅWhat was the cost?

ÅThe measurable or visible impact on the community

ÅHow the project can be sustained or expanded

The General Scoring Rubric is on Pg. 9 of the Awards Manual.
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FGCCT AWARDS EVALUATING COMMITTEE

ÅAwards Chair Barbara Duncan

ÅCivic Development Diane Pizzo

ÅEnviron. Concerns/Conservation Holly Kocet

ÅHealing, Therapy, Sr. Gardening Rosemary Bonaguide

ÅHistoric/Memorial/Public Gardens TBA

ÅHorticulture Renee Marsh

ÅLovely Garden Award Cheryl Cappiali

ÅPublic Relations Linda Kaplan

ÅScholarships for College Students Carol Fromer

ÅTribute Awards Norma Jean Macauto

ÅYouth Awards & Contests Kandra Houston

ÅYearbook Award of Excellence MJ Lanzillotta
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RESOURCES for AWARDS APPLICATIONS

Online Awards Manual Awards Meeting Booklet Website Awards Page
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What does a Club Awards Chair do?
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ÅMany clubs designate an Awards Chair

ÅCoordinates and drafts submissions

ÅBecomes knowledgeable about Awards Procedures

ÅServes as a motivator

ÅCollaborates with the Club President and Committee 
Chairs to identify award -worthy achievements

ÅAssists in organizing the preparation of Award 
Nominations

ÅCreates a positive atmosphere when awards are 
received
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Quiet Corner Garden Club
Lanette Lepper ðVice President

Assemble Your Team:

We tried for several years to form a Committee but 

there was no interest, so the past couple of Presidents 

did what they couldé

DO NOT recommend, as itõs too overwhelming for one 

person to handle.

Plan B: Civic Chair and two Vice Presidents with no 

prior Awards experience (but intimate knowledge of 

the projects and activities of the club).

We have 100+ 
members from 
more than a 
dozen towns in 
Northeastern 
CT and South 
Central MA



Put Your Heads Together
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ÅFamiliarize yourselves with the Award Categories 
and requirements in the online manual. Match them 
to your club projects/activities.

ÅIf you are a team of 3 nerds, create a spreadsheet.

ÅRefer to past yearsõ Awards Booklet for ideas and 
inspiration.

ÅLearn from our mistake: it is best to do this as 
projects are happening throughout the year, not the 
last 2 weeks in May after you have burnt yourselves 
out at the Plant Sale.



Work on Your Write -Ups
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ÅDecide who will be responsible for each nomination (Spreadsheet 

column), based on who has the most knowledge and connection with the 

project/people.

ÅFor the teachers and managers out there, you are essentially writing a 

letter of recommendation. Be specific and avoid generalities, while also 

being VERY succinct (what info would your scholarship committee be 

looking for?).

ÅBig Help: At the completion of every civic project, our leaders are asked 

to submit a final report, which comes in handy for writing up the awards 

nominations. If your club has an Annual Report, this can also help.



Submit your Nominations
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We found that the pre -set questions werenõt applicable

We just ignored them and used the space to give the 

information we wanted to present.

(Spreadsheet column to indicate submission.) 

We just used ôcut and pasteõ from our write-ups to the 

nomination form.



Attend the Awards Luncheon
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Celebrate together 

while gathering great 

ideas for new projects!
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ÅDonõt be afraid to say ôYESõ if asked by your 

President to be an Awards Chair

ÅRead the FGCCT Awards Manual and browse the 

FGCCT Website ðask your Club or FGCCT for 

help to access it 

ÅDonõt wait for members to bring award ideas to 

you ðGo out and look for them!

Madison Garden Club
Gail Grossman ~ Former Awards Chair
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ÅGet invited to your board meetings to hear 

about projects going on in the club

ÅConsider all members/projects for awards 

regardless of personality or quirks

ÅAsk questions and then ask more questions to 

learn all you can about the projects and the 

people involved

ÅWrite passionately about the projects

Being a Successful Awards Chair



Awards Our Club Received
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Spring Fashion Show

Publicity Award

9/11 Garden

Palettes to Petals

Katz Collection Reimagined

Plant Sale
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More Awards Our Club Received

GCM-100! Exhibit at Yale's Smilow Cancer Center's Art Gallery and at Autumn Lake Healthcare

Ellen Carder Memorial Award

For Horticulture given to Denise Forrest

Petals to Plates for Meals on Wheels
Youth Outreach

Daffodils Over Madison

Bees at Bauer
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WHY AWARDS CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

ÅRecognizing the hard work of both new members and longtime members

ÅEncourages them to continue and do more

ÅHelps members collaborate and stay engaged

Å Instills a sense of pride

ÅPublicizing awards can lead to working with other community 
organizations

ÅAwards Meeting is rewarding and a wonderful insight into what other 
clubs do ðfor future ideas

The Wilton Garden Club, Inc. 
Kathy Anderson ~ Awards Chair


