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THE FEDERATED GARDEN CLUBS OF CONNECTICUT, INC. 
This Awards Manual is prepared to inform you of the Awards process. It contains the deadlines, 
the procedures and the criteria to prepare and submit an Award Application.  To submit a Book 
of Evidence for a Flower Show, please see Awards Manual, Part II on The Federation website and 
more information on the NGC website https://gardenclub.org.  The Awards Committee stands 
ready to answer questions and assist in any way they can. Contact 
Barbara.duncan@ctgardenclubs.org with questions. 

We know that you, the members of The Federation, are active. It is our goal to recognize your projects 
and to reward you for work well done. Your efforts to protect and conserve our natural resources, 
preserve our heritage, support our communities, and promote civic beauty deserve to be acknowledged. 
The Federation, National Garden Clubs, Inc. and New England Garden Clubs, Inc. present awards 
annually to recognize clubs for their efforts. 

To recognize your club for an outstanding project or nominate a club member who has made a significant 
contribution.  Prepare a Club Award Application, Individual Award Application, Tribute Award or 
Special Award as outlined in this Manual. The fillable forms are available on the website, in the Menu 
box choose Awards then Awards by Category; the forms are listed in the top right-hand column. Or go 
to the MEMBERS AREA and choose FORMS 

The deadline is May 31 for Award Applications.  Complete and submit an online Application.  It will 
be forwarded to the appropriate Award Committee Chair and the Federation’s Awards Chair.  You must 
complete the application while online.  The Awards Committee meets in June, to review the nominations 
and decides which projects and accomplishments fit the criteria for The Federation Awards. The awards 
are presented at the annual Awards Luncheon in October. 

Only the Federation Awards Chair may nominate outstanding projects to New England Garden Clubs 
and National Garden Clubs for a regional or national awards. Only one application in any category is 
permitted. New England Garden Club awards are presented at the NEGC October Annual Meeting. 
National Garden Clubs awards are presented at the NGC Annual Meeting in May.  
The Federation Awards Committee: 
Awards Chair barbara.duncan@ctgardenclubs.org 
Civic Development diane.pizzo@ctgardenclubs.org 
Environmental Concerns and Conservation holly.kocet@ctgardenclubs.org 
Healing, Therapy and Senior Gardening rosemary.bonaguide@ctgardenclubs.org 
Historic, Memorial and Public Gardens  
Horticulture renee.marsh@ctgardenclubs.org 
Public Relations linda.kaplan@ctgardenclubs.org 
Tribute Awards normajean.macauto@ctgardenclubs.org 
Youth Awards and Youth Contests kandra.houston@ctgardenclubs.org 
Yearbook Award of Excellence mj.lanzillotta@ctgardenclubs.org 

https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards-by-category/
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DEADLINES and AWARD TIME FRAME 
 

 

 

HOW TO PREPARE AN AWARD APPLICATION 
Deadline May 31 

Online forms for Club and Individual Awards Applications are available on The Federation website, on 
the Awards page, choose Awards by Category or go to the Members Area and choose Forms.  Please 
answer all questions in detail using a maximum of three pages, including no more than 6 pictures per 
page with or without captions; a before, during and after photo of the project is sufficient. These are 
generic applications, if the question does not apply to your particular nomination leave it blank.  All 
applications are sent electronically.  No handwritten or mail in applications will be considered. 
 
The following is the list of club sizes, include all members. 
Small: 29 and under;  Medium: 30 to 59;  Large: 60 to 99;  Extra Large: 100+ 
 
Please note: 

• The Award Application and attachments must be submitted using the forms on the website.  
There are no exceptions. 

• When the same project or person is eligible for various awards, submitting an exact duplication 
of the application is not acceptable. Please choose the single best category. Write a strong, 
detailed nomination. Duplicate nominations, in more than one category, risk being discarded. 

• Multiple year projects may begin prior to the current year but must be completed or show results 
with the majority of the work completed in the current year. 

• As you prepare your application, you may consult the NGC General Scoring Rubric on page 9. 
• The individual Awards Committee Chairs, listed on page 3, can provide information and answer 

questions. 

  

 Deadline Year 
Newsletters January 1 January 1 to December 31 
Publications and Social Media January 1 January 1 to December 31 
NGC Award of Excellence January 1 January 1 to December 31 
NGC Flower Show Achievement January 15 January 1 to December 31 
National Garden Club Awards January 15 January 1 to December 31 
Youth Contests Various dates Jan-Mar  
Yearbook Award of Excellence February 1 June 1 to May 31or Jan to Dec 
Individual or Club Awards May 31 June 1 to May 31 
Tribute Awards May 31 June 1 to May 31 
Lovely Garden Award August 15  
New England Garden Clubs September 1 June 1 to May 31 

https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards-by-category/
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AWARDS 
Awards listed below and successive pages will be granted by the Federation Awards 
Committee from Nominations submitted by Award Category via the FGCCT 
Awards Website by May 31. 
BRONZE MEDAL (established 1935): This is the highest award given by The Federated Garden Clubs 
of Connecticut, Inc. to an individual, couple, group or club for outstanding accomplishments in 
upholding the aims and purposes of The Federation.  No officer, committee chair, or member currently 
serving on The Federation’s Board of Directors shall be eligible for consideration for this award.  This 
award is granted by a majority vote of the Board at the July Board meeting.  Nominations shall be made 
in writing to The Federation Awards Chair by July 1 at barbara.duncan@ctgardenclubs.org.  The 
Bronze Medal is not necessarily given each year.  
AWARD OF HONOR (established 1959): The Award of Honor is conferred on a garden club that has 
a record of participation in Federation activities and maintained exceptional achievement in upholding 
the aims and purposes of The Federation.  A club does not apply for this award. The Chair of the 
Advisory Council annually tallies the activity of each club’s members in Federation events.  This 
includes, but is not limited to, participation in each of the Schools, Councils, Federation meetings, 
hosting a club flower show, volunteering at events, and participating in activities within the club’s 
community.  Awards are presented in each of the four club sizes.  No club shall receive this award in 
two consecutive years. 
TRIBUTE AWARDS (established 1994): A Tribute Award is for a club member who has made an 
outstanding contribution in one of these categories: Civic Development; Communication; Conservation; 
Design; Healing; Therapy and Senior Gardening; Floral Design; Horticulture; Landscape and Landscape 
Design; Photography; Youth. A Tribute Award for All-Around Excellence is also offered.  Any member 
of The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut is eligible.   
LILLIAN M. RATHBUN AWARD (established 1990): This award is considered the highest 
Federation Award presented to an individual garden club member and is presented annually to an 
individual involved in all phases of garden club work.  This award was established in memory of former 
Federation President Lillian M. Rathbun (1975-1977) by the Lyme Garden Club.  The recipient shall be 
chosen at the discretion of The Federation Awards Committee from nominations submitted by the 
general membership to the Awards Chair by May 31.  
LUCILLE SCHAVOIR AWARD (established 1978): This award is considered the highest Federation 
Award presented to a club and is awarded for outstanding garden club work during the June 1 to May 
31 awards year.  The award is in memory of former Federation President Lucille Schavoir (1973-1975).  
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The Federation Awards Committee makes the recommendation from the club projects submitted to the 
Awards Chair by May 31. 

CIVIC DEVELOPMENT AWARDS 
LEE BAUERFELD AWARD (established 2002): This award may be presented annually to a club or 
individual for an outstanding civic project that benefits the community both aesthetically and 
environmentally and is designed to encourage further improvement.  It was established by the Branford 
Garden Club in memory of former Federation President Lee Bauerfeld (1989-1991). 
CIVIC CREATIVITY AWARD (established 2007): The Suffield Garden Club established this award 
to be presented to a club for an unusual or outstanding and creative project in the category of civic 
development.  
PRESIDENTS’ AWARD (established 1985): This award is presented to a club for an outstanding 
community project.  It was established by former Federation President Sally Shumway (1983-1985) to 
honor all former Federation Presidents. 
AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE: These awards may be presented to clubs in each of the four club sizes. 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS AND CONSERVATION AWARDS 
CONNECTICUT ARBOREAL AWARD (established 1984): This award may be presented for an 
outstanding Arbor Day or tree-planting project in each of the four club sizes.  
CONSERVATION AWARD (established 2002): This award may be presented to an individual, couple 
or group for excellence in conservation.  It was established in memory of former Federation President 
Jeanne Lena (1981 – 1983) of The Thames River Garden Club.  
ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS AWARD (established 1993): This award may be presented to a 
club or individual for outstanding involvement in areas of environmental awareness. 
PAULINE B. TYLER AWARD (established 1990): This award may be presented annually to an 
individual, couple, garden club or group for excellence in promoting conservation or conservation 
legislation.  The Federation Board of Directors established this award in memory of former Federation 
President Pauline B Tyler (1987-1989) of the Glastonbury Garden Club.   

HORTICULTURE AWARDS 
ELLEN CARDER MEMORIAL AWARD (established 1971): This award, in the form of a suitable 
book, shall be given annually to a garden club member for noteworthy horticulture achievement.  It was 
established in memory of Ellen Carder and her life-long interest and achievements in the field of 
horticulture. 
JOYCE P. HARRIS AWARD (established 2002): This award may be presented to an individual or a 
group for outstanding horticultural achievement in the recipient’s club and community.  This award is 
in memory of Joyce P. Harris, a member of The Garden Club of New Haven. 
MARY FRENG SHERLEY MEMORIAL AWARD (established 1988): This award may be 
presented annually to an individual or club for horticultural excellence.  It is in memory of Mary Freng 
Sherley of the Garden Club of Old Greenwich. 
AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE: These awards may be presented to clubs annually in the four club 
sizes. 
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YOUTH AWARDS 
LUCKNER YOUTH AWARD (established 1993): These awards may be presented to a club for 
outstanding work with a youth group who meet outside of a school setting.  The awards are available in 
each of the four club sizes.  
 
YOUTH AWARD OF EXCELLENCE: (established 1993) These awards may be presented to a club 
for outstanding work with a youth at an in-school program.  The awards are available in each of the four 
club sizes.  

OTHER AWARDS 
AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE: These awards may be presented in the following categories in the 
four club sizes: 
Small: 29 and under;  Medium: 30 to 59;  Large: 60 to 99; Extra Large: 100 and over. 

• Award of Excellence in Civic Development 
• Award of Excellence in Healing, Therapy & Senior Gardening (formerly Garden Therapy) 
• Award of Excellence in Historic Preservation, Memorial and Public Gardens 
• Award of Excellence in Horticulture  
• Youth Award of Excellence for an in-school program 
• Luckner Youth Award of Excellence for an after-school program 

CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT: Certificates of Achievement are awarded for outstanding 
contributions to an individual, a garden club or a group of garden clubs.  Organizations, institutions or 
individuals not affiliated with The Federation are also eligible for this award.  A Certificate of 
Achievement is based on Award Applications in the following areas: 

1. Civic Development: A certificate may be awarded for the improvement and beautification of a 
community or for planning and planting projects at public buildings or roadsides.  

2. Conservation: A certificate may be awarded not only for soil, water, air, wildlife and plant 
conservation projects, but also for conservation of natural resources in the community and state.  

3. Environmental Concerns: A certificate may be awarded for environmental education projects 
of exceptional merit, for natural resource restoration projects, and for environmental 
improvement projects.  

4. Healing, Therapy and Senior Gardening: A certificate may be awarded for the sharing of 
garden knowledge and skills for the therapeutic benefit of individuals of all ages, who are ill or 
disabled. 

5. Historic, Public and Memorial Gardens: A certificate may be awarded for the restoration, 
establishment, and/or maintenance of a garden as a memorial, a public garden or one that is 
historically significant.  

6. Horticulture: A certificate may be awarded for Horticultural Achievement of permanent 
importance.  

7. Youth Activities: A certificate may be awarded for promotion of any phase of work with youth 
by a garden club, fulfilling Federation and National requirements.  

CITATIONS: Individual and Club Citations may be conferred in any of the preceding Certificate of 
Achievement categories.   

Submit either the Individual Award Application or the Club Award Application, as applicable.  

https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards-by-category/individual-award-application/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards-by-category/club-award-application/
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SPECIAL AWARD 

CLUB CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION (established 1978): This award allows each individual 
club to honor one of its members for outstanding work, length of service, or whatever is applicable in 
any given year.  Applications must be submitted to the Awards Chair by May 31. The Awards Committee 
must approve the recommendation.  Only one Certificate of Appreciation may be presented per club 
per year. The Federation Awards Chair makes the recommendation from Club Certificate of 
Appreciation application submitted electronically via the Awards Website by May 31. 

GOOD DEED CITATION (established 1980): A thoughtful gesture of goodwill aptly describes the 
Good Deed Citation, which recognizes an unusual or worthwhile project that otherwise does not fit into 
the award categories. This might be a small or large one-time project, or a yearly one.  Applications 
should be submitted to the Awards Chair before May 31. Only one Certificate of Appreciation may 
be presented per club per year. The Federation Awards Chair makes the recommendation from Good 
Deed Citation application submitted electronically via the Awards Website by May 31. 

SPECIAL CERTIFICATE:  May be awarded to a club or an individual for a project that does not fit 
under any other category. Submit application to the Awards Chair before May 31. Only one Certificate 
of Appreciation may be presented per club per year. The Federation Awards Chair makes the 
recommendation from Special Certificate application submitted electronically via the Awards Website 
by May 31. 

Submit the Special Award Application(s) to nominate an individual for a Club Certificate of 
Appreciation, a Good Deed Citation or a Special Certificate, by answering the questions that apply to 
the nomination on the application form and skipping those questions that do not apply. Please include 
one photo of the nominee to be used at the Awards Luncheon. 

  

https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards-by-category/individual-award-application/
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NGC GENERAL SCORING RUBRIC 
This general scoring rubric can be used as a guide for detailing which information to include on all the 
preceding award applications. Scoring rubrics also provide information on how an award application 
is evaluated.  
 

 
Presentation 

Maximum 
score 

Your 
Score 

Cover sheet included with all sections completed.  2  
Application adheres to 3 single pages limit. 2  
Application neat and concise 1  
   

Achievement   
The project meets NGC Mission and Goals. 6  
The scope of project defined. 4  
The need identified. 7  
The benefit is targeted, such as, members/recipients/community/etc. 10  
Goals are accomplished. 8  
The scope of work is comprehensive. 6  
The activities to attain the goals are explained. 8  
An evaluation reports if the goals are reached. 4  
Educational. 3  
Shows prior planning. 4  
Include a very brief history if it is a continuing project. 3  
Other 2  
   

Participation   
Show the percent of club member participation from total club size. 12  
Involvement of others:  community, professionals; agencies; youth; others. 3  
   

Documentation   
Clear, well labeled, neatly attached photos. No more than 6 per page. 4  
Landscape plan when applicable. Need not be professionally drawn. 4  
Include a brief financial report. 5  
List letters of appreciation; community awards; publicity, etc. 2  
 100 Total  
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PUBLIC RELATIONS AND MEMBERSHIP AWARENESS AWARDS 

January 1 is the deadline.  
The awards in this category cover the year January 1 to December 31 of the current year, which may be 
more than one year of a club’s program. They are all club awards. There are no individual awards in this 
category.  It is important to note in your submitted information that your garden club is also a member 
of National Garden Clubs, New England Garden Clubs and The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut 
in your public relations outreach. 

 
MEMBERSHIP ADVANCEMENT AND EDUCATION as updated by NGC January 2024. 

 
Membership Awareness: A Certificate of Merit may be awarded to a club for the most innovative 
activity, set of activities or most outstanding effort to increase public visibility, club membership, or 
make the public aware of the mission and activities of garden clubs.  This includes publications such as 
membership brochures, tri-folds, or rack cards. Membership Awareness Award 
 
Website: A Certificate of Merit may be awarded for the most outstanding website that promotes the 
sponsoring organization and NGC objectives.  At least a portion of the site/page must be available for 
viewing by the general public.  Include the website address, who maintains site, frequency of updates, 
and annual cost.  Ease of navigation will be considered while judging from the media address provided.  
Recent activity on the site must be evident for the Website Media Award.   
 
Digital Media Presentation: A Certificate of Merit for the best recorded presentation on any type of 
digital media supporting any of the following NGC objectives: History/Archives, private or public 
Garden Tours, Flower Shows, Projects, Programs, or other. Digital Media Award 
 
Publications: A Certificate of Merit may be awarded for the best publication in each of the four club 
sizes.  Notices and flyers for one-time events do not apply.  Submissions may be for electronic or 
printed media unless otherwise specified.  This is the ONLY category that may exceed the three-page 
limit.  All award submissions must be electronic.  Publication Award 
 

• Newsletters/Magazines/Bulletins submit one sample issue of a publication distributed at least 
three-times per year under one editor. Two other issues may be requested if the publication 
meets all the criteria for an NGC Award. See NGC Awards. https://gardenclub.org/ngc-awards 

• Manual or Handbook supporting any of the NGC objectives, i.e., procedural, duties of officers, 
awards, etc.  

• Educational Publication promoting any NGC objective, i.e., design, environment, landscape, 
gardening, horticulture, therapeutic gardening, etc.  

• Other publications promoting any NGC objective.  Please identify the objective.  
 
National Garden Week: A Certificate of Merit for the best overall promotion of National Garden Week, 
usually held the first week in June.  Entry must show community awareness throughout the entire week 
and includes local and/or state proclamations. Promotion of NGC Week Award 
 
Each of the above categories has a specific scoring rubric, which is available at the NGC website. 

www.gardenclub.org.  Please review it before submitting in this category. 
Applications for each category are on the website under Awards by Category.  

https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards-by-category/membership-awareness-award/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards-by-category/website-media-award/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards-by-category/digital-media-award/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards-by-category/publication-award/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards-by-category/promotion-of-ngc-week-award/
http://www.gardenclub.org/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards-by-category/
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SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS 

Carole Fromer, Chair 
carole.fromer@ctgardenclubs.org 

 
National Garden Clubs and The Federation of Garden Clubs of 
Connecticut, Inc. award scholarships annually.  The Federation’s 
Scholarship Chair is available to answer questions and provide more 
information. 

Information about the Connecticut Federation scholarship is available at the following link Education-
Scholarships. 

National Garden Club scholarship forms and information is also available at the above link. 

YEARBOOK 
 

YEARBOOK AWARD OF EXCELLENCE (established 2004): Program Chairs, Florence Flynn 
and Inge Venus, established the Yearbook Award of Excellence.  It is awarded to the club whose 
Yearbook best demonstrates an all-around approach to furthering The President’s project theme.  
 
Traditionally, a Yearbook is prepared annually for club members and includes members’ contact 
information, the club’s calendar, a list of monthly programs, and other information useful to the club 
membership. 
 
The Federation President’s theme/project can be found on The Federation website.  
 
If your club has planned, through a combination of programming, projects, education, outreach, support 
of legislation or other means, to inspire individual and/or collective responses in support of the 
President’s theme/project, your yearbook is a candidate for this award. 
 
When a club’s committees plan the year with a common focus, which is supported at The Federation 
level, then together we can make a difference. 
 
Note: Your club does not need to plan all activities during the year around the President’s theme/project, 
just demonstrate a focus. 
 
Deadline is February 1. To apply for this award, complete and submit the application by clicking on 
this link Yearbook Award of Excellence. Answer the three questions on the application, and if your 
Yearbook qualifies upload an electronic copy of your club’s Yearbook in PDF readable format. Contact 
MJ Lanzillotta, Yearbook Manager, mj.lanzilotta@ctgardenclubs.org for questions regarding 
submission of a digital yearbook. 

 

https://ctgardenclubs.org/education/college-scholarships/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/education/college-scholarships/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards-by-category/yearbook-award-of-excellence/
mailto:mj.lanzilotta@ctgardenclubs.org
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OTHER FEDERATION AWARDS 
The following awards are judged by the other Councils in The Federation.  

The awards are presented at the October Awards Luncheon. 
 

FEDERATION FLOWER SHOW AWARDS 
Contact Judges Council Chair and see Part II of this Manual. 

 
THE MARY LONCIN FLOWER SHOW AWARD (established 2004): This award encourages 
garden clubs to continue the art of holding Standard Flower Shows.  It was established by former 
Federation President Mary Loncin (2000-2002), a member of The Caudatowa Garden Club of 
Ridgefield, to honor her love of floral design.  A certificate and a check for $100 is awarded to the club 
(or shared among the participating clubs) for the top evaluated Standard Flower Show in the State. The 
highest number of points given to a show by the evaluation panel will determine this award. In the case 
of a tie, the Evaluations Committee will decide using the Books of Evidence as criteria.  The name of 
the recipient club will be reported to the Federation’s Awards Chair by July 1. 

TAPESTRY OF DESIGN AWARD (established 2006): This award established by former Federation 
President Sherry Sanelli (2005-2007), a member of the Pomperaug Valley Garden Club, to tie into her 
President’s theme of ‘Growing by Design/Tapestry of Design’, may be presented to a club or individual 
for an unusual or outstanding Flower Show, Program, Event, Project, or combination of such that 
promotes the art of Floral Design.  A club or multiple clubs working together may apply or be nominated 
for this award.  A description of the Show, Program or Project should not exceed three pages, including 
photos, and should be sent to the Chair of Judges Council (JC), electronically by the May 31 deadline.  
The Judges Council Chair will then forward the Award Application to the Judges Council Awards 
Committee, to make the decision.  The JC Awards Committee will report the designated winner to the 
Federation’s Awards Chair by July 1. 

There is not a common application form for these two awards.  A letter of nomination and supporting 
documentation sent to the Judges Council Chair is sufficient. Contact the Federation Office for Judges 
Council contact information at office@ctgardenclubs.org 
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The Lovely Garden Award was established in 2006 through a generous gift of $5,000 bequeathed by 
past member Penny Jarvis of Portland/Old Lyme, Connecticut.  In the spirit of its benefactor, an award 
certificate and a $200 donation to a cause/charity of the recipient’s choice is presented to someone who 
has demonstrated a love of gardening.  Nominations are open to all Federation garden club members and 
may be made for one’s own garden or for another member’s garden.  The recipient is selected by the 
Gardening Council from recommendations submitted to the Council Chair and is announced at The 
Federation’s October Awards Luncheon.  
 
GUIDELINES: 

• The garden nominated for award consideration must be established and maintained by the 
garden owner who is a member of a Connecticut Federation garden club. 

• The garden will be visited and evaluated by members of the Gardening Council. If nominating 
another member’s garden, please advise them that their garden will be evaluated. 

• Provide photos with the application to help the Gardening Council members see what has been 
done.  Include three to five photos, digital is preferred, with one ‘before’ photo, if possible, 
showing the area prior to installation of the garden. 

• If significant changes have been made to a previous Lovely Garden award recipient, the garden 
may be nominated again after a five-year period. 

• Applications must be submitted from April 15 to August 15.  Submit the application three to 
four weeks prior to the date the gardener would like the garden to be visited.  No applications 
will be accepted after August 15. 

 
The Lovely Garden Award Application link 

 
Information provided by Cheryl Cappiali 

  

 
GARDENING COUNCIL 

LOVELY GARDEN AWARD 
cheryl.cappiali@ctgardenclubs.org 

 
presented by the Gardening Council in memory of Penny Jarvis 

https://ctgardenclubs.org/lovely-garden-award-nomination/
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LANDSCAPE DESIGN COUNCIL AWARD FOR 
EXCELLENCE IN DESIGN 

 
 

LANDSCAPE DESIGN COUNCIL AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN DESIGN 
 

This award (Established 1982, Revised 2021) may be given to a professional landscape design firm, 
other commercial landscape business and /or a non-profit or educational organization, which has 
promoted superior landscape design standards in a planned and implemented landscape display at a 
public Flower and Garden Show in Connecticut. 
 
Evaluation: Basic principles and elements of Landscape Design (‘Standards for Evaluating Landscape 
Design’) will be the guideline for evaluation.  In its deliberation, the Evaluation Panel will place 
emphasis on aesthetic appeal and the implementation of the design including both structural and plant 
materials and first and final impressions. 
 
Requirements: This Award(s) may, or may not, be given every year.  It is awarded only in those 
instances where marked design superiority is evident. 
 
Mechanics:   

• The Landscape Design Council will establish an Evaluation Panel of active Council members 
representing a broad geographic area of the State of Connecticut. 

• Applications are not required, as all displays will be judged and considered for an award prior to 
opening the event to the public. 

• The Evaluations Panel chair will tabulate the evaluation forms and the Panel will reach its 
decision(s) prior to the opening of the event to the public. 

 
Recipients: Two categories may be eligible annually, one for commercial organizations and the other 
for small educational and /or non-profit entries. 

Information provided by Susan Laursen 
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THE FEDERATION AWARDS LISTED BY CATEGORIES 
The deadline for all awards is May 31 unless otherwise noted. 

 
BRONZE MEDAL This is the highest award of The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. 
presented to an individual, couple, group or club for outstanding accomplishments in upholding the aims 
and purposes of The Federation.   Deadline for nominations is July 1. 

HIGHEST AWARD PRESENTED TO AN INDIVIDUAL CLUB MEMBER – Lillian M. Rathbun 
Award  

HIGHEST AWARD PRESENTED TO A CLUB – Lucille Schavoir Award 

CIVIC DEVELOPMENT – Presidents’ Award; Lee Bauerfeld Award; Civic Creativity Award; Award 
of Excellence (4 club sizes) 

CONSERVATION – Conservation Award; Pauline B. Tyler Award  

ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS – Arboreal Award (4 clubs sizes); Environmental Awareness 
Award  

FEDERATION FLOWER SHOW AWARDS are further described in Awards Manual, Part II. 

FLORAL DESIGN – The Mary Loncin Flower Show Award; Tapestry of Design Award 

GARDENING CONSULTANTS COUNCIL – Lovely Garden Award 

HEALING, THERAPY AND SENIOR GARDENING – Award of Excellence (4 club sizes)  

HISTORIC, MEMORIAL AND PUBLIC GARDENS – Award of Excellence (4 club sizes)  

HORTICULTURE – Ellen Carder Memorial Award; Joyce P. Harris Award; Mary Freng Sherley 
Award; Award of Excellence (4 club sizes).  

LANDSCAPE DESIGN COUNCIL AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN DESIGN  

PUBLIC RELATIONS – Membership brochures, Websites, Digital Media Presentations, Publications, 
such as newsletters, bulletins, manuals, handbooks or educational publications, also promotion of 
National Garden Club Week. Deadline is January 1. 

SCHOLARSHIP – See The Federation website page for information.  July 1 is the deadline for CT. 

TRIBUTE – Awarded to a garden club member who has made outstanding contributions in one of the 
following categories: Civic Development, Communication, Conservation, Design, Healing Therapy and 
Senior Gardening, Horticulture, Landscape Design, Photography, Youth or All-Around Excellence.  

YEARBOOKS – Yearbook Award of Excellence. Deadline is February 1.  One award presented. 

YOUTH – Youth Award of Excellence for in-school programs (4 club sizes); Luckner Youth Award 
for after-school programs (4 club sizes) 

SPECIAL AWARD – Club Certificate of Appreciation, Good Deed Citation and Special Certificate. 
One Award per category presented per club per year. 
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NEW ENGLAND GARDEN CLUBS AWARDS 
 

The New England Garden Clubs, Inc. Award’s Committee requires submitting the three-page NEGC 
Award Application.  A complete list of awards available may be found at the NEGC website, 
www.newenglandgc.org where details of the scoring rubrics are detailed.  ONLY the Federation Awards 
Chair can submit NEGC award applications.  The deadline for submission is by September 1.  Awards 
are presented to The Federation President at the Annual NEGC Meeting each Fall.   (Rev. June 2023) 
 
• The Sears Civic Beautification Award  
• The Laura Wetmore Conservation Award  
• The Marie E. Lewis Conservation of Natural Resources Award  
• The Cornelia Williamson Watson Award for Historic Preservation  
• The Helen Hussey Champlin Award (no application necessary) 
• The Mildred Black Petit Award (for the highest percentage of new members - no application 

necessary)  
• The Mary Stone Garden Therapy Award  
• The Jean Merriman Williams Regional Unified Project Award  
• The Mary Louise Marks Smith Flower Show Schedule Award  
• The Virginia F. Thurston Landscape Design Award  
• The Virginia Kenney/Maureen Colton Award  
• The Nancy H. Atwell Award  
• The Jeanne-Marie Parkes Award  
• The Virginia R. Grandpré Wildlife Gardening Award  
• The Lina F. Wagner Perennial Garden Award  
• The Deanna J. Mozzochi Creative Design Award  
• The Maureen M. Colton Award  
• The Pamela C. Herbert Garden of Youth Award  
• The New England Wildflower Society Award  
• Excellence in Teamwork Award  
• National Gardening Association Award  
• The Joyce A. Kimball Container Gardening Award  
• The Maria J. Nahom Table Design Award 
• The Virginia Thurston Civic Development Grant, currently suspended 
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NATIONAL GARDEN CLUB AWARDS  

A complete list of NGC Awards appears on the NGC website: www.gardenclub.org.  The list that 
follows is a summary of categories in which awards are presented; the number represents the number of 
awards in each category (revised by NGC for 2023-2025).  In most instances there are sub-groups by 
size of club, etc.  Only one worthy application in each size category may be submitted. 
 
NOTE The Federation Awards Chair submits all award applications to NGC.  NGC Award Applications 
cover club projects done in the current year, January 1 to December 31, and are submitted to NGC in 
early January of the following year.  The awards are presented in May at the NGC Annual Meeting.  
 

AWARDS CATEGORIES  
(revised categories by NGC in July 2021) 

 
• Community Enhancements CE 1-9 
• Environmental and Conservation EC 1-6  
• Floral Design FD 1-2  
• Flower Show Achievement FS 1-16 
• Gardening G 1-4  
• Membership Advancement and Education MAE 1-7 
• Service and Recognition Awards SR 1-7  
• Youth Work YW 1-10 
• Standard Flower Show Achievement Awards (12) (See Awards Manual Part II)  
• Youth Flower Show Achievement Awards (1) (See Awards Manual Part II)  
• Award of Excellence (3)  
• Award of Honor for Members 

Expanded descriptions of each category and the specific scoring rubric for each 
award is unique and listed on the NGC Awards website page.  

 
The NGC Award Size Groups (revised 2021 by NGC) 

Club Size  States Size 
Small  1-20 Members  1-55 Clubs 

Medium 21-50 Members  56-149 Clubs 
Large  51+ Members  150+ Clubs 

The end. 
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