BEE RESILIENT: Garden for Nature
By Anne Djupedal Gura and Wayne Gura, co-chairs, FGCCT President’s Project

We’re so pleased to report that, as of year-end 2025, sixteen clubs have been awarded funding for their
Project BEE RESILIENT gardens! Since the last issue of CF News, the following three clubs have joined the
list of awardee clubs that are implementing marvelous BEE RESILIENT visions for their communities:

The Suburban Garden Club of Cheshire, for a 2,000-sqare-foot native woodland garden with three
trees and several bushes at the Town of Cheshire’s Mixville Park.

The Stonington Garden Club, to plant a 15” x 20’ shade garden with three species of native ferns,
sited inside the Children’s Garden that is located at the Stonington Community Center (COMO.)

The Redding Garden Club, to transform an 18’ x 32’ garden at Joel Barlow HS into a pollinator
garden of native species, for field trips planned by/with faculty, lepidopterists and master gardeners.

These three join the thirteen clubs listed in previous issues of CF News that have been creating a beautiful
range of native-species-based gardens, each one unique and carefully thought out for its site:

The Pomperaug Valley Garden Club, for a Pollinator Pathway along Woodbury’s Main Street, with
ten town gardens of varying sizes to be transformed into pesticide-free and native-plant gardens.

The Quiet Corner Garden Club, for pollinator habitat preservation in a 30’x 40’ area adjacent to

the Palmer Arboretum site of the QCGC office.

The North Haven Garden Club, for the Jan Tracy Memorial Garden, an oval 8’ x 15” garden sited on
Town of North Haven property.

The Wilton Garden Club (our home club), for the 95%-natives pollinator garden installed June 6 at
Wilton’s Hillside Cemetery and Arboretum.

The Durham Garden Club, for eradicating invasives and planting native plants in a 42°x14’ area
behind the Coginchaug HS library, with the involvement of ECO Club students.

The Colchester Garden Club, for improving soil and adding shade-tolerant native plants into a 9°x12’
foundation planting area to extend pollinator food sources to the front of the Cragin Memorial Library.
The Shippan Point Garden Club, for controlling invasives and adding to its existing native plantings
along the entrance to the local recycling center for pollinator food/habitat and to screen as it beautifies.
The Middle Haddam Garden Club, for transforming the existing garden at the town’s historic public
library into a native, pollinator, low-maintenance garden.

The Garden Gate Club of Mansfield, for developing plantings around the restored building at

the Mansfield Historical Society Museum that reflect history, natives and sustainability.

The Bethel Garden Club, for restoring and replanting a native shrub garden on the northeast corner of
a pond at Meckauer Park. In addition to its value to pollinators, we note that the garden plan offers a
variety of environmentally-beneficial berries that help sustain native birds and wildlife.

The Orchard Valley Garden Club of Southington, for planting an all-natives pollinator garden in a
40-x-6-ft border at Southington YMCA, with educational outreach in cooperation with Y staff.

The Garden Club of Woodbridge, for a natives-based pollinator garden at the Darling House Museum,
with educational coordination with the school district, historical society and master-gardeners’ office.
The Greens Farms Garden Club, to renovate a Stage-II-drought-stricken PollinatorPathway garden at
Fairfield History & Museum Center’s Victorian Cottage; learning opportunities and plant ID/labelling.

Congratulations to these sixteen clubs for their inspiring BEE RESILIENT projects! They bring
immediate and much-needed help to Connecticut’s hard-pressed native pollinators. And, over time they will
grow as beautiful living examples to educate and inspire others to plant natives-based gardens into their own
landscapes — both for their beauty and for the resilience they add to our web of life.

To these sixteen clubs as you reach project milestones, we’d love to hear and share your news/pics. You will
inspire others to emulate you. Plus if you haven’t already, please submit copies of your expense receipts.



Further, we are happy to share a wave of interest since the beginning of this new year: an additional eight
grant applications have already come in from all across our nutmeg state! A few notes those of you who have
applied since the new year started, and to those of you may be preparing to apply, please note ...

e At the moment, our plate is a bit overfull (with numerous February deliverables in addition to the
impressive volume of applicants!) but rest assured we will get to your application ©. Once you submit
an application, you should within a day or two hear back from us via email that we’ve received your
application — and remember to CHECK YOUR SPAM FOLDERS for that confirmation because it ends
up in “spam purgatory” quite often, LOL!

e PLEASE include with your application a list of your selected plant species together with their itemized
cost (plant choice is key, we cannot proceed without it.)

o The plant list should be comprised of no less than 70% locally/regionally-native species, which
is the currently-accepted metric we use as the baseline to help our native pollinator species, birds,
wildlife. The goal of the project is to beautify your site while strengthening its ecological resilience.
Online resources, such as the Native Plant Trust’s Go Botany tool and the website BONAP.org, are
very helpful in finding out if a plant you are considering is native, and can increase your confidence
in your plant selections.

o Horticulturally-bred inter-species hybrids — which are typically designated with an “X” following
the genus name in the Latin binomial — are by definition not considered to be native plants.

e Grant recipients, in addition to the funding, will receive a Pollinator Pathway plaque for the
garden. Further, the Pathway has invited each club to add its BEE RESILIENT planting to the
Pollinator Pathway’s nationwide map of gardens. To do so, or for more information, visit their website
at pollinator-pathway.org.

There is funding for at least 21 qualifying, native-species-based BEE RESILIENT garden projects for 2026.
So if you haven’t thought about it yet, why not curl up with a cuppa something cozy and start planning the
natives-based planting you’d love to grow in your town in 2026?

During this snowy dormant season, happy spring planning from us both!



