BEE RESILIENT: Garden for Nature
By Wayne Gura and Anne Djupedal Gura, co-chairs, FGCCT President’s Project

With the fall planting season winding down, we’re happy to report that thirteen clubs have been awarded
funding for their Project BEE RESILIENT gardens, with an additional application underway. At this time,
these clubs have planned and have been implementing a beautiful range of native-species-based gardens, each
one unique and carefully thought out for its site:
e The Pomperaug Valley Garden Club, for a Pollinator Pathway along Woodbury’s Main Street, with
ten town gardens of varying sizes to be transformed into pesticide-free and native-plant gardens.
e The Quiet Corner Garden Club, for pollinator habitat preservation in a 30°x40’ area adjacent to
the Palmer Arboretum site of the QCGC office.
e The North Haven Garden Club, for the Jan Tracy Memorial Garden, an oval 8’ x 15° garden sited on
Town of North Haven property.
e The Wilton Garden Club (our home club), for the 95%-natives pollinator garden installed June 6 at
Wilton’s Hillside Cemetery and Arboretum.
e The Durham Garden Club, for eradicating invasives and planting native plants in a 42°x14’ area
behind the Coginchaug HS library, with the involvement of ECO Club students.
e The Colchester Garden Club, for improving soil and adding shade-tolerant native plants into a 9°x12’
foundation planting area to extend pollinator food sources to the front of the Cragin Memorial Library.
e The Shippan Point Garden Club, for controlling invasives and adding to its existing native plantings
along the entrance to the local recycling center for pollinator food/habitat and to screen as it beautifies.
e The Middle Haddam Garden Club, for transforming the existing garden at the town’s historic public
library into a native, pollinator, low-maintenance garden.
e The Garden Gate Club of Mansfield, for developing plantings around the restored building at
the Mansfield Historical Society Museum that reflect history, natives and sustainability.

And, since the last issue of CF News:

e The Bethel Garden Club, for restoring and replanting a native shrub garden on the northeast corner of
a pond at Meckauer Park. In addition to its value to pollinators, we note that the garden plan offers a
variety of environmentally-beneficial berries that help sustain native birds and wildlife.

e The Orchard Valley Garden Club of Southington, for planting an all-natives pollinator garden in a
sunny 40-by-6-foot parking-lot strip at Southington YMCA. Includes educational postings on plants
and design, with presentations on Hows & Whys of pollinator gardens in cooperation with Y staff.

e The Woodbridge Garden Club, for developing a natives-based pollinator garden at The Darling
House Museum, an historic house and property, with educational coordination with Amity School
District, Woodbridge Historical Society, Master Gardeners’ New Haven office.

e The Greens Farms Garden Club, to renovate a Pollinator Pathway garden that succumbed to a Stage
II drought; the site fronts the Victorian Cottage at Fairfield History and Museum Center in Fairfield,
with learning opportunities with plant ID and labelling for children and adults.

Congratulations to these thirteen clubs on these inspiring BEE RESILIENT projects!

We remind grant recipients that in addition to the funding, your garden will receive a Pollinator Pathway
plaque. Further, the Pathway has invited each club to add its BEE RESILIENT planting to the Pollinator
Pathway’s nationwide map of gardens. To do so, or for more information, visit their website at pollinator-
pathway.org.

There is still funding for six or more qualifying native-species-based pollinator garden projects for the current
club year 2025-26, with additional funding to follow in the next club year. So, with the cold weather coming our
way, why not curl up with a cuppa something cozy and start dreaming about the pollinator garden you’d love to



educate and inspire your community with, come spring and beyond? For those who are thinking of applying,
bear in mind that when you submit an application, we do our best to reply to you within a day to let you know
that we’ve gotten it and it’s in our queue for review. So, if you email us and get no reply, please DO check your
spam folders to make sure our reply to you didn’t go astray (we’ve ended up in more than one spam folder,
LOL... As in hashtag #funny-haha-except-when-you’re-out-there-wondering-why-you’ve-heard-nothing-about-
your-application!) And for speedier turnaround, do include with your application a list of your selected plant
species together with their itemized cost (plant choice is key, we cannot proceed without it.) You are the
gardeners who can help beautify your community while strengthening its ecological resilience.

Please send us your pics, let us know your progress— and as we head into winter, happy gardening planning for
spring and a blessed holiday season to all from us both!



