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BEE RESILIENT

Greetings, Gardeners!

We’re happy to report that FGCCT’s President’s Project is off to an inspiring start: to date, seven clubs have been
awarded funding for their Project BEE RESILIENT gardens, with applications continuing to come in. These seven clubs
have planned a beautiful range of native-species-based gardens, each one unique and carefully thought out for its site.

¢ The Pomperaug Valley Garden Club is working to create a Pollinator Pathway along Woodbury’s Main Street,
with 10 town gardens of varying sizes to be transformed into pesticide-free and native-plant gardens.

e The Quiet Corner Garden Club is focusing on pollinator habitat preservation in a 30°x40’ area adjacent to the
Palmer Arboretum site of the QCGC office.

e The North Haven Garden Club has designed the Jan Tracy Memorial Garden, an oval 8’ x 15’ garden sited on
Town of North Haven property.

e The Wilton Garden Club (our home club) planted a 95%-native-perennials garden in a triangular bed (25°x23°x20’)
at Wilton’s Hillside Cemetery and Arboretum. We’ve shared some pics and info on this project further below.

e The Durham Garden Club plans to eradicate invasives/plant native plants in a 42°x14’ area behind the Coginchaug
HS library, with ECO Club students learning gardening techniques and the importance of native pollinator plants.

e The Colchester Garden Club plans to improve the soil and add shade-tolerant native plants into a partially-shaded
9°x12’ foundation planting area to extend pollinator food sources to the front of the Cragin Memorial Library.

e The Shippan Point Garden Club is working to control invasives and add to its existing native plantings along the
entrance to the local recycling center for more pollinator food/habitat that can also beautify as it screens.

To these great clubs we ask you to please DO take plenty of pics and let us know how it’s going as you work on your
project — and we’ll share it with your fellow gardeners statewide. Please know that your work is literally breaking new
ground as together we learn more about making our environment more resilient for our pollinators and in turn, the envi-
ronmental food web that they support. Kudos for what you’ve planned and for what you hope to accomplish.

There is still funding for at least ten to twelve more qualifying native-species-based pollinator garden projects.

For those who are thinking of applying, bear in mind that when you submit an application, we do our best to reply to you
within a day to let you know that we’ve gotten it and it’s in our queue for review. So, if you email us and get no reply,
please DO check your spam folders to make sure our reply to you didn’t go astray (we’ve ended up in more than one
spam folder, LOL... As in hashtag #funny-haha-except-when-you’re-out-there-wondering-why-you’ve-heard-nothing-
about- your-appllcatlon') And for speedier turnaround, do include with your application a list of your selected plant spe-
cies together with their itemized cost (plant choice is key, we cannot proceed without it.) You are the gardeners who can
help beautify your community while strengthening its ecological resilience.

On June 11th, the Wilton Garden Club planted its Project BEE RESILIENT pollinator garden. It was kismet that this
exciting shovel-ready project appeared when it did. In President’s Project development meetings with Nan we all saw that
this site was the ideal proving ground to help test project concepts while allowing us to be
the guinea pigs to shake the bugs out of the application process.

The site: last year a friend asked us for our ideas on a native-species pollinator garden to

BEE RESILIENT replace a poorly-growing garden at Hillside. A 220-sq-ft triangle with good soil, the garden
was edged by a cobblestone-lined gravel path built as a local Eagle Scout’s project, with a
The Project BEE RESILIENT nearby hand-operated water pump serving as a water source. We measured the site, evaluat-

SRMnEtor G daniEENIsias ed the near-to-full-sun conditions in growing season, and reviewed our native plant lists for

beneficial choices and good bloom succession. We laid out the site on graph paper and in-
cluded a mulch walking path for gardening access to the plants at the center of the garden,
which reduced the planting area to around 170 sq ft. We sent our ideas to our friend and
agreed to table the idea for a future time. After revisiting the plans with Nan and tweaking
them with our friend, they were presented to our club, where they were well
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Hillside's Native Pollinator Garden
To be 70%-100% native plants (1st choice: perennials)
A rough layout of the garden area, dated 10/7/24
= possible mulch access path to tend garden, rev 5/17/25

= "=stepping-stones

) = Plants 7/
Taller plants inside mulch access path?
Shorter plants outside mulch access path?
Water from a hand-operated water ¥
pump approx 72 ft off corner of triangle
furthest from paved lane /
Each grid sq=1sq ft
Approx 218 SQ FT
Less 50sq ft mulchway/corners.

For approx. 170 sq ft?
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annrox 23 feet fram corner to corner abuts a vehicle lane (naved).

Plants: the garden is over 95% native perennials. We planted 70 plants representing 18 perennial species. Each species has
at least three plants; some have as many as nine. All but three of the 70 are natives. All our bought plants are from Nature-
works in Branford, where the experienced staff helped us pare down our species choices and offered plant placement sugges-

tions in the design; the rest were donated from members’ gardens. We also plan to add more donated native plants in the fall.

Timing: we bought the plants on June 4; on June 6, our Conservation Committee plus other willing club members
prepped the bed: we cleared it, marked the path, and placed all the plant-ID sticks to mark where each plant would go.
The group planted the garden on June 11. For the first two weeks we watered every non-rainy day. After that we did
three waterings a week. As of this writing it’s been 30 days since the site was planted and all is settled in and growing.
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Challenges: using up-cycled materials, we dreamed up inexpensive plant sticks in order to ID every single one of our 66
perennial plants, and we hear they’re easy to read and even rather charming. We Macgyvered a set of sun shades for the
plants, which needed extra protection during June’s intense heat wave as they got over their transplant shock (we left the
shades in place for three weeks due to the abnormally hot weather.) As an alternative to the challenges for some volun-
teers of using a hand-operated pump to water all the plants, we collected two sets of 24 one-gallon jugs in milk crates.
Water-duty volunteers can opt to pick up a set at their convenience, fill up from their home garden hose, and drop the
empty set off after their watering stint is done.




Pollinators: our first visitor bumbled by for a look-see at a Common Strawberry (Fragaria virginiana) just moments
after the garden was planted; a tiny pair of Eastern Tailed Blues (Cupido comyntas) makin’ whoopee on the mulched
ground, their camouflage rendering them nearly invisible; a Silky Striped Sweat Bee (Agapostemon sericeus) visits a
Lance-leaved Tickseed flower (Coreposis lanceolata).

In closing, please send us your pics, let us know your progress—meanwhile, happy RESILIENT gardening from us both!

~ Wayne Gura and Anne Djupedal Gura, FGCCT President’s Project co-chairs



