
 

 

 Board Meeting 
May 15, 2025 

Jones Auditorium  
 

 

 

 

 
Present:  Nan Merolla, Norma Jean Macauto, John Davis, Mary Ann Lynn, Kathy Harris, 
Ginny Casanova, Wendy Yu, Wayne Gura, Anne Gura, Susan Laursen, Susan Kelly, Kandra 
Houston, Vonice Carr,  Barbara Duncan, Terry Lubman, Mary Ann Lynn, Krista Swanson 
Fiorini, Nancy Lenoce, Scott DeMuth, Susan Demuth, Rosemary Bonaguide, Carole Fromer, 
Diane Pizzo, Cheryl Cappiali, Ellie Tessmer, Marty Sherman 

 

Excused:  Kathy Lindroth, Kelle Ruden 

Absent: Holly Kocet, Mel Unger, Mary Ann Tyma 

The meeting was called to order at 10:05 am. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Norma Jean Macauto 

Welcome:  
President Nan Merolla welcomed the board members and former presidents:   

Recording Secretary:  Kathy Harris 

The March Minutes will be distributed at the July meeting for approval 

Corresponding Secretary: Ginny Casanova 

 



 

I am pleased to be your Corresponding Secretary, following in Lynda’s footsteps. She has been a 
wonderful mentor to me and I hope I handle the board's needs as well as she has. Thank you, 
Lynda. 

I would first like to share that I visited Inga Venus yesterday and brought a lovely arrangement to 
her from all of us. She was absolutely thrilled to know we are all thinking of her. She is 
recuperating from surgery at home and feeling better each day with occupational and physical 
therapists visiting every 2 days. It is going to be a long road and, as many of you know Inge, her 
spirits are high. She welcomes cards and prayers and sends her love. 

I am responsible for the FGCCT Board Calendar for you. If you would like a date to be added, 
let me know and I will review to be sure there are no conflicts with other meeting dates and 
Federal, State and Religious holidays, N.E. Garden Club Meetings , FGCCT Schools, luncheons, 
symposiums and round tables. Our calendar is a living document, subject to slight changes and I 
will keep it up to date regularly and notify you via email upon Nan ‘s approval. 

Should you become aware of a board member experiencing any health problems, surgeries, 
hospitalizations, recuperating in a center or loss of a loved one, please notify Nan and me so we 
may send appropriate sentiments to the member from all of us and I will distribute their address 
so you may mail a card or phone them with your encouragement. Likewise, if a member is being 
honored in their community, we would wish to know to send a congratulatory note, as well. 

I will report on any donations we receive from the public and organizations. A note of thanks 
from us will be sent. All correspondence will be read to the board at our bi- monthly meeting. 

I will have a signup sheet for host/hostess at each bi monthly board meeting. 

Thank you in advance.  I am here to keep everyone informed. I am available by cell phone, email 
and text at all times so please do not hesitate to reach out to me at any time. 

 

President:  Nan Merolla 

CLUB MEETINGS & EVENTS 

●​ April 1 – Greens Farms GC – Kick-off Meeting & Tree Planting 
●​ April 9 – Haddam GC: Presentation of NGC 95 th Anniversary Certificate 
●​ April 9 – Ridgefield GC: Meeting with NY Botanical Garden Horticulture Director 
●​ April 24 – Garden Gate Club of Mansfield: Presentation of NGC 75 th Anniversary 

Certificate 
●​ April 25 – Goshen GC: Presentation of Presidential Certificate for “Trees for Goshen” 

project 
●​ April 28 – Cheshire GC: Presentation of NGC 105 th Anniversary Certificate 
●​ April 29 – Danbury GC: Presentation of NGC 100 th Anniversary Certificate 
●​ May 5 – GC of New Haven: Presentation of NGC 100 th Anniversary Certificate 
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OTHER FGCCT MEETINGS 

●​ March 17 - CT Flower Show Wrap-up Meeting 
●​ March 25-26 – Landscape Design School 
●​ March 31 – President’s Project Grant Application Process Mtg. (Zoom) 
●​ April 2 – Meeting with Kelle Ruden and Norma Jean Macauto 
●​ April 3 – Zoom Mtg. with National Director, Pollinator Pathway 
●​ April 11 – President’s Project Promotion Mtg. (Zoom) 
●​ April 16 – FGCCT Annual Meeting – Installation by Susan Miner, New England Region 

Director 
●​ April 21 - Meeting with Kelle Ruden and Norma Jean Macauto 
●​ April 30 – Wickham Park Site Visit 
●​ May 6 – New Board Member Orientation Mtg. (Zoom) 
●​ May 7 – FGCCT Executive Committee Mtg. (Zoom) 
●​ May 14 – Meeting on President’s Project with Pollinator Pathway committee 
●​ May 20 – 22 – NGC Annual Convention, Charleston, SC 

 
MISC. UNDERTAKINGS: 

●​ Redesigned FGCCT Name Badges 
●​ Confirmed location for July Board Meeting – Wickham Park 
●​ Sent Email to Presidents on May 13 th announcing Branford Roundtable, Awards 

Application Deadline and President’s Project 

PRESIDENT’S PROJECT: 

●​ Created Project Rack Card, Notepads and Stickers 
●​ 3 Applications received to date and are being evaluated 
●​ CFNews article (June/July) 
●​ Email sent to Presidents describing project on May 13 th 

REGIONAL ROUNDTABLES 

●​ FGCCT Executive Committee voted to continue Roundtables in 2025-2026 
●​ Branford Roundtable event confirmed – June 18 th , Trinity Church 
●​ Other locations being pursued – (Colchester, Greenwich, Other) 

2025 NEGC ANNUAL MEETING: 

●​ Plans are ongoing and a contract with the Sheraton Hartford South Hotel has been signed. 
●​ Need help: Registration, Ballroom Décor, Silent Auction, Centerpieces, Gifts & Favors, 

Name Badges & Place Cards 
●​ Dates - Flower Show School: 10/14, 15, 16; NEGC Annual Mtg: 10/14, 15; Symposium: 

10/16, 17. 
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First Vice President:  (Norma Jean Macuto for Kelle Ruden) 
MEETINGS/EVENTS: (As 2 nd VP) 

●​ March 17 Flower Show Wrap Up meeting 
●​ May 18 Judge’s Council Meeting 
●​ March 22 Attended Affiliate Nutmeg State Orchid Society Show in Hartford 
●​ March 25-26 Attended Landscape Design Council Course 2 (am no officially a 
●​ consultant!) 
●​ Monday, March 31 Zoom 
●​ Tuesday, April 1 Attended Greens Farms GC 100 th Anniversary event at the 
●​ Fairfield Museum 
●​ April 2 Lunch with President &amp; 2 nd VP 
●​ April 13 Attended Sculpture Dedication in FGCCT Award winning Grace K 
●​ Salmon Park Westport 
●​ April 15 Attended Judge’s Council 
●​ April 16 Attended FGCCT Annual Luncheon (Became 1 st VP) 
●​  

MEETINGS/EVENTS: (As 1 st VP): 
●​ April 17 Attended Shippan Point GC meeting and judged their club flower show 
●​ April 21 Met at Headquarters with President, 2 nd VP and Office Manager 
●​ April 23 Clerked at the Ct Daffodil Show and approached about Affiliate  Membership 
●​ May 2 Attended Creative Floral Design Workshop in Newtown 
●​ May 2 Met with 2 nd VP 
●​ May 5 Rehearsal for Board Orientation 
●​ May 6 attended and presented at Board Orientation 
●​ May 7 Executive Board Meeting 
●​ May 12-25 FGCCT Tour to England 

 
MEMBERSHIP: 
The Bethany Garden Club is struggling to find members to step into leadership Roles. Member 
Aline Magda applied to be an FGCCT Member at large in March of this year.  Five additional 
Bethany Garden Club members have also asked to become FGCCT Members at Large.  
 

MOTION: To accept five members in good standing of the Bethany Garden Club, 
the following members have applied for Member At Large Membership and paid 
dues of $10: 

●​ Martha Asarisi 
●​ Maureen Baldino 
●​ Donna Brannen 
●​ Melissa Powell 
●​ Mel Unger 

The motion was voted on and passed unanimously. An additional 5 members of the 
Bethany Garden Club are now “Members at Large”. 
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Windsor GC FGCCT membership is still pending. Norma Jean has take over 2 nd VP duties and 
the “Featured Club” in the June / July CFNews 
 
CT LIFE MEMBERSHIPS: 
We had 8 new Lifetime members since our march meeting, 10 this first half of the year, bringing 
us to 813 Life members. 
 
AFFILIATES: 
I will be keeping the affiliates for the time being as 1 st VP. CF News CT Chapter of the 
American Herb Society will be the featured Affiliate. 
 
We have one new Affiliate Application from The Bonsai Society of Hartford: 

 
●​ The mission of the Bonsai Society of Hartford is to cultivate interest in the art of bonsai 

by offering educational programs, hands-on experiences, and public exhibits that inspire, 
connect, and serve our community. 

 
MOTION: To accept The Bonsai Society of Hartford as an Affiliate of the Federated 
Garden Clubs of CT, Inc. 
 
Second: Scott DeMuth 

 
Vote: The membership voted and the motion passed with 1 opposed and 1 abstention 

 
The Bonsai Society of Hartford is accepted as an affiliate of the Federated Garden  CT, 
Inc. 
 

TRIBUTE AWARDS 
A reminder to submit nominations was placed in the April / May CF News. 
 
ADDITIONAL: 
Just getting started in my 1 st VP role, several club visits scheduled for June. 

●​ Have met with Joan and check in weekly. 
●​ Have met with Nan and Norma Jean 

 
FGCCT Second Vice President and Membership Chair Through April 15 
FGCCT First Vice President and Headquarters Director April 16- Current 
 
 
 
Second Vice President:  Norma Jean Macauto 
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PROGRAM CHAIR ACTIVITIES 

●​ Handover of Program Chair Duties 
●​ Spoke with Katherine Kosiba about Program Chair activities. 
●​ Compiled digital folders with records from the past two years along with sample 

communications, a timeline of activities, and other general material and set to Katherine. 
●​ Working on a user guide for Katherine to update the speaker directory on the website and 

will schedule a training session. 
●​ Will provide support to Katherine for next activities as needed/requested. 
●​ Keynote Speaker for Annual Meeting 
●​ Sent a thank you note to Larry Weaner and to his admin following the annual meeting. 
●​ We are still awaiting the invoice which should come before the end of May. 

2VP/MEMBERSHIP CHAIR ACTIVITIES 

General 

I have been reading through the material and records provided by Kelle and Nan and acclimating 
myself to my various responsibilities and activities. 

Meetings/Events/Club Visits 

●​ April 5 – Staffed FGCCT table at Quiet Corner Garden Club’s Growing Gardens 
Symposium. 

●​ April 21 – Met with Nan and Kelle in Wallingford to go over responsibilities and meet 
Joan. 

●​ May 6 – Participated in FGCCT New Board Member Orientation Zoom call. 
●​ May 7 - Participated in FGCCT Executive Committee Zoom call. 
●​ Working with Nan on logistical details for the July Board meeting at Wickham Park. 
●​ Invited to install officers of Spring Glen Garden Club on May 20. 
●​ Invited to deliver 100 th Anniversary certificate to Cherry Brook Garden Club on June 

10. 

Club Memberships 

●​ Shippan Point Garden Club is the featured club in the June/July CFNews. 
●​ Received two membership queries via NGC; responded and shared with appropriate club. 

CT Life Memberships 

Received two Life Member applications from Olde Ripton Garden Club for June 2 nd and 
Clinton Arbor Garden Club for June 12 th . 

Tribute Nominations 

Received three tribute nominations so far for 2025. 
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Discussing with Awards Chair possible revisions to tribute nomination application language and 
process for clarity.  Deadline for submissions is May 31.  Nan will be sending letters to all club 
presidents. 

 
Treasurer:  John Davis 

As of April 30, 2025 our Balance Sheet assets totaled $534,101 of which $42,599 is in the four 
Council accounts, and $29,194 is in the other donation based restricted accounts. For the four 
months ending April 30 we had revenue from operations and related activities of a little over 
$85,000 and expenses of $45,300 for an excess of revenue over expenses of just over $40,000. 
With our Investment earnings of about $8,800 we ended the period with a healthy surplus. There 
are some variances from our budget worth mentioning. Member dues are below what we 
expected – that may be timing. On the expense side, we have a large amount planned for work on 
the website ($20,000) that hasn’t happened yet, but we are expecting that to happen later this 
year. 

Ray Oppel, CPA has filed our 990 report for 2024, and I filed a report with the CT 
Commissioner of Revenue Services to pay sales taxes on the few items we sold during 2024 not 
related to fundraising.u 

Financial Reports for the first four months are attached to this report. 

Motion:  The treasurer made a motion to open a payment processing account with “Zeffy” 
an online payment processing company, to facilitate handling the payments related to 
“Special Events” (i.e.; the 2025 New England Garden Clubs’ Annual Meeting, hosted by 
the FGCCT). 

The Treasurer also requested a motion to open an additional Checking Account at Bank of 
America to facilitate receiving funds and paying related vendors for “Special Events” (i.e., 
the 2025 New England Garden Clubs’ Annual Meeting, hosted by the FGCCT). 

Second:  Scott DeMuth 

Vote:  The membership voted and both motions passed unanimously 

A new payment processing account will be set up with “Zeffy” and a new Checking Account 
with Bank of America will be established for handling payments for the New England Garden 
Club’s Annual Meeting, which will be hosted by the FGCCT. 

 

Reports of Committee Chairs 

Youth Activities Report – Kandra Houston​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
The FGCCT list of state level first place winners in the NGC 2025 Youth Contests was published 
in the CF News April/May 2025 issue. 
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2025 New England Garden Clubs – Regional First Place Winners in NGC Youth Contests 
 
Youth Essay Contest – 

●​ Grade 9 winner sponsored by The GC of Brookfield 
 
Youth Poetry Contest – 

●​ Kindergarten winner sponsored by The North Haven GC 
●​ Grade 3 winner sponsored by Westport GC 
●​ Grade 5 winner sponsored by Westport GC 
●​ Grade 7 winner sponsored by The North Haven GC 
●​ Grade 8 winner sponsored by The North Haven GC 

 
Youth Sculpture Contest – 

●​ Grade 4 winner sponsored by Danbury GC 
●​ Grade 7 winner sponsored by Danbury GC 

 
Smokey Bear & Woodsy Owl Youth Poster Contest – 

●​ Grade 1 winner sponsored by The Stonington GC 
●​ Grade 2 winner sponsored by The Stonington GC 

 
Sponsoring garden clubs notified of NEGC regional level winners on March 25, 2025 with these 
winners’ entries forwarded to NGC for judging. National winners will be announced at the NGC 
Annual Convention, May 19-23, 2025. 
 
Regional and hopefully National winners will then be submitted to CF News for publication 
consideration. 
 
FGCCT and NEGC award certificates delivered to Youth Chairs at FGCCT Annual Meeting 
and/or mailed. 
 
April 27, 2025-Presented FGCCT and NEGC award certificates to Youth Poetry Contest winners 
sponsored by Westport Garden Club at a ceremony held at Westport Library. 
 
So far, one FGCCT 2025 Luckner Award Application received from Daytime Gardeners of North 
Haven.  May 31 deadline. 
 
Awaiting newly written NGC Youth Garden Club Handbook to be distributed after presentation 
at NGC Annual Convention. 
 
Website Chair - Scott DeMuth​ 
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New BOD members issued @ctgardenclub.org emails. 

BEE RESILIENT Grant Application is up and running. We already have 4 applicants. 

Still untangling Vonice from all the Awards Forms and tangling Barbara up in them. 

Made headway with the changes from Gardening Therapy to Healing Therapy and Senior 
Gardening. Also put the Grant Application in an online Form. 

Focus group selection is well underway. I really want to get this moving. 

You need to tell me when to update/change/open/close etc. areas of your responsibility on the 
website. A I really don’t want to hear “it should have been done Yesterday.” Please plan ahead. 

I attended the Creative Design Class and loved it. 

Tours Coordinator Report – Kathy Lindroth (by Kathy Harris)​  

In 2025 we still have one tour with space---New Hampshire Farms, Foraging and Fun.  

The remaining tours are sold out: English Garden, Pacific Northwest and Greece. 

Much of 2026 is still in progress, but Yellowstone Wolves and Wonders is available and will run 
February 1-6. 

Other tours in the works are: 

●​ Virginia Historic Garden Week 
●​ France: Burgundy and Lyon with a 3 night Paris extension 
●​ Maine 
●​ Morocco Oct 27- Nov 7 
●​ Possibly Iceland 

The committee met by zoom on 5/7/2025. 

Looking ahead to 2027, a definite tour in the planning stages is New Zealand from January 9-27. 
In addition we will  add a trip to Portugal, and either Croatia or the Italian Lakes. 

I am pleased that our trips can be promoted by Constant Contact twice a month. I’m going to 
start going over the passenger list with Joan to be sure the non-members are being charged the 
correct surcharge. I will continue to provide updates for the website and newsletter. 

State Projects - Wayne & Anne Gura​​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

No Report 

Social Media Chair Report – Susan Demuth​ ​ ​  

No Report 
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Scholarship Committee - Carole Fromer​ ​  

No Report​  

Public Relations - Linda Kaplan 

No Report​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Program Committee - Norma Jean Macauto 

No Report 

Meetings Chair – Wendy Yu​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

No Report 

Legislative Action Report – Gerri Giordano ​ ​ ​  

No Report 

Landscape Design Council Report – Susan Laursen         ​ ​ ​ ​    

It’s been a great 4 years working as a team with Sue Kelley! Although I’m sad to see Sue Kelley 
resigning her position as LD School Chair, we are thrilled Deb Dodds is stepping into the 
position. Deb lives in Stonington, so at times she will be missing from our Board Meetings. 

Since March I have sent out dues reminders and newsletters with our events for this year. We 
have 65 LD Council members. 

On May 22, the Tri-Council will be touring the Blau House Gardens, followed by a presentation 
at Oliver’s Nursery and lunch. We have 23 attendees. 

June 4 we will be taking the train to NYC to have tours of the High Line and Little Island. The 
NYC trip is maxed out at 20 people, but this may change when we open online registration. 

On June 24 we will be touring the landscapes of 2 LDC members residences in Hamden. We are 
getting to tour their gardens before their Open Day Conservancy tours which are held the 
following weekend. 

All Board members may attend these events if space permits. 

          
Landscape Design School - Sue Kelly (by Susan Laursen) 
This is my final report to the Board. All action items to wrap up the Landscape Design School 
Course 2, Series 12 held via Zoom on Tuesday-Wednesday, March 25-26, 2025 have been 
completed. This was my fourth LDS course as Chair which completes my four-year term. We 
were very fortunate to find Deb Dodds to take over as the new LDS Chair (thanks to Susan 
Laursen and Pam Wright). She became an LDS Consultant in 2021, has many strong leadership 
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qualities and will make an excellent LDS Chair. All LDS hardcopy (and many electronic) files 
have been turned over to Deb. I have assured her I will provide whatever ongoing support she 
might need from me. My heartfelt thanks to Susan Laursen and Karin Pyskaty, former LDS 
Chairs, for handing me such a strong program and for their huge support, and to the many other 
Board members who provided critical support, especially Scott DeMuth as web master and 
proctor, John Davis, Treasurer, my fellow NGC School Chairs, Ginny, Millie and Cheryl, and to 
Nan Merolla for the rack cards, etc. 

2025 LDS Wrap Up Report: 

Enrollment: 
●​ 49 Connecticut students 
●​ 22 out of state 
●​ 71 Total students/consultants for NGC credit. 

 
Connecticut Stats: 

●​ 14 New Students (first course) 
●​ 11 Provisional Students (2 courses) 
●​   4 Provisional students (3 courses) 
●​   5 new Consultants (took their 4th course this year) 
●​   5 Consultants 
●​ 10 Master Consultants  
●​ 49 Total CT 

Registration Revenue: 

●​ We had 64 paying students - $6,720 
●​ We had 8 non-paying support staff who received NGC credit & 1 Roundtable winner 

(free/credit) 
●​ We had 3 auditing Board members 
●​ Instructor compensation was $2,500 - paid 
●​ The fee to NGC for 71 students was $355 - paid 
●​ We purchased $100 worth of Class Marker exams - paid 
●​ Profit should be somewhere in the area of $3,765 minus chargebacks for rack cards, etc. 
●​ Refunds had to be given to 2 students who registered twice and 4 others who had to drop 

out for illness, family emergencies or conversion to proctor status. 

Survey Results: 

All five instructors (10 lectures) received very high marks. Here are a couple of representative 
responses : 
 
When asked, “What aspects of these lectures were most useful or valuable?”: 

●​ The presentation examples used and the photos of examples were outstanding on all 
presentations. 

●​ Excellent SKILLED presenters with interesting material. 
●​ It was great. So professionally coordinated and it was kept to a very timely schedule. 
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When asked “How would you improve these lectures?” 3 themes emerged: 

●​ The historical lectures should be broken into multiple lectures. Too much information. 
●​ The technical challenges with presenters getting started in full screen mode (despite 

one-on-one tech checks with each of them the week before). Shelley Hedberg 
recommended we load an app on each presenter’s computer that gives our LDS 
administrator the ability to take control of the presenter’s pc so we don’t lose time. 

●​ Because of the time constraints, some speakers talk too fast.  
○​ “Too much information crammed into a short period of time…” 
○​ “Some information was too much for a one hour course.” Each lecture was very 

content rich. 

Class Marker Issue: 

Neither Karin nor I could access Landscape Design School’s Class Marker Account. We ended 
up using the Garden School’s account which was very difficult to edit. Unfortunately, the 
heading on the email that students received from Class Marker with their test results said they 
had completed a Garden School Exam!!! We never had this happen when we shared our account 
with the Environmental School, so this came as a huge surprise. 

2026 Course: 

Connecticut’s LDS Course 3 is scheduled for Tuesday-Wednesday March 24-25, 2026. Deb will 
make the decision by late summer whether to cancel the Jones Auditorium reservation for these 
dates. She will be reaching out to other state chairs who have run Course 3 via Zoom to see if 
this is feasible for CT. She fully understands the challenges Course 3 presents. 

FGCCT Email Account & Website Permissions: 

Regarding my FGCCT email, I will notify Scott as soon as I finish forwarding anything Deb 
might need (i.e., Forms and Certifications from NGC) and delete the rest. Deb would like my 
email address forwarded to her for anything new coming in (please do not take it down 
completely). I will coordinate with Deb announcements to NGC National and Regional LDS 
Chairs and to our LDS instructors from this account also. I’ve requested that Scott give Deb 
FGCCT website permissions that will allow her to export the LDS registration file. 

Letter of Resignation: 

Having completed my four-year term as FGCCT’s Landscape Design School Chair, Ihereby 
tender my letter of resignation. We are very fortunate to have a strong incoming LDS Chair, 
Deborah Dodds, to carry on the LDS legacy. I am sure you and the Board will give her as much 
support as all of you have given me and for which I am very grateful. It has been a privilege to 
serve on the Board. I wish you all much success. 

 
Judges Council Report – Pat Dray​ ​  

No Report 
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Horticulture - Renee Marsh​ ​  

No Report 

 
Healing, Therapy and Senior Gardening - Rosemary Bonaguide 

I put a short article in the CF News about the name change to Garden Therapy and the Awards 
application deadline of May 31 st . Also, I put a reminder about World Gardening accepting 
donations and donating to other organizations. Healing, Therapy, & Senior Gardening 
applications for awards are coming in slowly and the numbers of applications are down from last 
year at this time. 

I had one club email me about the new online only process. They weren’t sure where to find the 
information and how to proceed. 

Healing, Therapy, & Senior Gardening has had three donations totaling $200 and World 
Gardening has had one donation totaling $100. 

 

MOTION: I would like to move that the World Gardening account donate $800 to 
Ryan’s Well Foundation. 

Second:  John Davis 

Vote:  Passed unanimously 

The Federation will donate $800 to Ryan’s Well Foundation from the World Gardening 
Account. 

Gardening School - Cheryl Cappiali​ ​ ​  

No Report 

Environmental School -​Krista Swanson-Fiorini 
In this series Environmental School is focused on water and related issues.  Contracts have been 
sent out to some of the instructors.  Dr. Osward Schmitz will be teaching 2 modules. Greg 
Bugbee and Sue Quincy will again be teaching.  Working on what will hopefully be an 
interesting field trip; watershed in the US. Still a bit fluid with the remaining lineup of instructors 
and sessions. The curriculum has changed slightly so it’s a bit of a challenge. Student inquiries 
are coming in and Ginny has graciously been responding and as been a great help getting me 
launched in this new position.​ 
​ ​  

CT Flower Show - Vonice Carr 
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We invite all Federation Garden Club Members to make plans to enter and attend the 2026 CT 
Flower Show. The theme will explore the myths, fables and fairy tales that have been told for 
generations. We expect to post a draft schedule on The Federation website in early June with the 
final schedule posted in September. Registration will not be open before September. The Judges 
Council has chosen ‘champagne’ as the background curtain color. We are working on the 
individual division details and are planning another fantastic show. See you at the show! 

 
Civic Development Awards - Diane Pizzo 

As of May 12, six applications have been received for Civic Development Awards. Please encourage your 
club members to consider submitting an application for Civic Development projects by May 31. 

 
CAES Report - Ellie Tessmer 

Calendar of Events: Individual clubs have been submitting their events at a steady pace. Lesley 
Orlowski has been filing them at a steady pace as well. She deserves many thanks for a tireless 
job. Thank you Lesley. Submits did pick up once Plant Sale Days came in May. (a major 
fundraiser for many clubs) 

CAES: ESA Experiment Station Associates Annual Meeting: Dr. Jason White delivered his 
annual report on CAES status on 4/23/25. 

Below  is the Experiment Station Associates Directors Report dated April 23, 2025 covering 12 
items of interest. The big event this year is Plant Science Day’s 150 th Anniversary on Aug 6, 
2025. 

Experiment Station Associates Directors Report April 23, 2025 

1. Experiment Station Associates Early Career Scientist- 9 potential applicants; have 6 
applications. 2025 awardees are Yingxue (Charlie) Yu, and Leigh Whittinghill Past awardees: 
2020- Jatinder; 2021- Susanna; 2022- Itamar, Andrea; 2023-Nassifa; 2024- Jeremiah, Raquel 

2. Status of Capital Projects -Jenkins-Waggoner Greenhouse Renovations- finished this week 
Valley Laboratory- April 11 Bond Commission; remaining 32.5 million bonded (had $4 million 
previously allocated); to bid in May. Still on budget.  Groundbreaking in 2025? 

3. CAES – 150 th Anniversary Update - Have a new logo (out already for letterhead;), hats with 
new logo for PSD, commemorative coins (show proof); 150 th Director’s Report; 3-minute video 
to blast out; debuted at Ag Day at the Capital with DoAg. Press release done on April 9. 
September 24 dinner at New Haven Lawn Club. All invited. 

4. Governor’s Recommended Budget - I testified on April 10 at the legislature. Governor’s 
deficiency bill is $540 million across all agencies; we are at $300,000. About $130,000 is from 
P4-hour increase and $170,000 is retirement payouts. Both are typically pulled by OPM from a 
Central Salary Adjustment account but not this year; pull from our PS and as such, we are in the 
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red. Irritating that the hour increase for P4 is not included in our 26-27 budget request. Starting 
in deficiency status. 

5. Staff Changes. Dianne Albertini retiring on June 1. Able to hire Lana Mistry (Human 
Resources Generalist II) and Japhia Gordon (Part time payroll clerk) with overlap for training. 
Also, Jacob Ricker as State Entomologist- Dr. Vicki Smith retired on March 1. She was the State 
Plant Regulatory Official and also the State Entomologist. 

6. CDS- Got a call from Senator Murphy’s office. The full year CR approved by Congress earlier 
this month had all CDS projects stripped out. Any that were in that (Goudarz only for CAES) 
will be targeted for funding next year (2025-2026); no new applications this year. 

7. HB 5015/7171- 5015 is the bill that will allow CAES scientists to be involved in spin off 
companies in a fashion that provides equity with UConn and other state university faculty. 
Raised in the Environment Committee. Adding this as amended language to Public Act 10-96 
passed in 2010 that gave CAES scientists ability to protect IP. Had an Environment Committee 
public hearing on January 31; voted out of Committee. Working on OPM with adjusted 
language. BOC will establish policies; will actually have an MOU to come under the UConn 
umbrella for this. 7171 is a bill that allows the CAES BOC to assign caretakers. General statutes 
Sec. 22-81. Duties of board. Section a being modified. 

8. Plant Science Day- Ordered shirts for everyone; will be free (one shirt). Polo style; two 
separate materials. Will be an online portal in coming weeks. Program. Short talks are Sara 
Nason (PFAS), Quan (new project), Kelsey (pollinators). Tech demonstrations are Joe L. (topic) 
and Jatinder (terrestrial invasive plant management). 

Need to sort the barn exhibits; one Barn exhibit will be CAES at 150. Have invited the new head 
of USDA NIFA, Dr. Jaye Hamby. Heard back from his staff; they are looking at his schedule. 
Have some other options from staff but happy to entertain suggestions. 

9. Griswold- Rob Durgy has retired. Chestnut Foundation has requested space there. Valley lab 
staff temporarily relocating there? Cannabis microbiology testing lab. 

10. EPA staff member- Ms. Elizabeth Gill, who works for the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), will be stationed at the Experiment Station. She was hired as a remote federal 
employee (living in East Rock) and was recently ordered back to the office. The EPA has agreed 
that the Experiment Station is an acceptable official duty station for Elizabeth. She is located in 
the former Medical Entomology Library on the first floor of the Johnson-Horsfall Building 

11. Directors Report 2025- 150th year Report. Looking at the end of year release; have content 
from all Departments. Just need to assemble it. 

12. Invasive Plant Coordinator- Funded since 2013 by DEEP; MOU with UConn. Jan2024 
DEEP internally reallocated funds. Our OAIS works closely with this person. In consultation 
with UConn (Syndey E.; Dean Chaubey) I have reached out to the EC. No luck there. Have 
reached out to Senator Osten; waiting to hear back but DEEP has reached out for a meeting. 
Looks promising. 
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Blue Star Chairman Report – Krista Fiorini​  

On April 4th, Guilford Garden Club dedicated their Blue Star Memorial Marker located in 
Rollwood Park.  It was a bluebird day for the beautiful ceremony; very well attended.  Karin 
Pyskaty recited the dedication. This is the 24th Blue Star Memorial Marker in Connecticut.  We 
also have one Gold Star Marker in Milford.  

Wethersfield Garden Club is waiting to receive their By-Way Marker which will be installed at 
the Rocky Hill Town Hall.  The Proposed dedication date is June 14th.  
 

Awards Report – Barbara Duncan 

May 31 is the deadline for Award submissions including the Lillian M. Rathbun, the highest 
individual award and Lucille Shavoir Award, the highest club award. If you have a nominee, 
please send a letter of recommendation to barbara.duncan@ctgardenclubs.org.  

Individual and club award applications are coming in, ask your President if they have submitted 
their Award Applications. 

The Awards Committee will meet in person in June to begin the process of choosing the Awards 
presented at the October Awards Meeting on October 22 at Aqua Turf Club. 

July 1 is the deadline for the Bronze Medal nominations. I ask the Board Members to submit a 
letter of nomination citing the accomplishments of a person or group for this award. The BOD 
will vote at its July Meeting. 

The Bronze Medal is presented to an individual, a couple, a group or a club for outstanding 
accomplishments in upholding the aims and purposes of The Federation. No officer, committee 
chair, or member currently serving on the Board of The Federation shall be eligible for 
consideration for this award. This award is granted by a majority vote of the Board of Directors 
of The Federation at the July Board Meeting. Nominations shall be made in writing to The 
Federation Awards Chair at awards@ctgardenclubs.org 

​  
New Business 

Symposium:  

Cheryl Capialli is in charge of Horticulture and will be featuring Succulents and Cacti 

Susie Fisher is in charge of Design and has selected “Abstract” and will be selecting 12 different 
designs. 

Garden Snippets: 

Nan suggested that the floor be opened up at the end of each meeting for board members to 
share gardening ideas and other information about their clubs. 
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Nan noted that she has read  Doug Talamy’s “How Can I Help” and found it a very helpful 
resource that tells how to make a difference in your own yard.  

Wayne G. added that there are 5 Doug Talamy videos on U-tube. 

Sue Laursen noted that there is an environmental clean up pp developed by Cornell University 
named “Merlin” 

Virtual Garden Tour by Garden Club of Brookfield for National Garden Week 

Look for other National Garden Week events 

Ag Station Plant Science Day (150th Anniversary) Save the Date 8/6 

Krista F. mentioned that her Rhododendrons weren’t doing well.  Others commented that they 
were “dessicated” and the drought at the end of last summer has had a negative impact on 
them.  We should keep in mind that we need to water in the fall if we don’t get the usual level of 
precipitation .  The Rhododendrons were susceptible to wind as well as the lack of snow cover. 
The consensus was DON’T PRUNE.  

Barbara mentioned that it is the Bicentennial of the Charter Oak and suggested we collect 
acorns to plant Oak trees and sell them at our plant sales next spring 

Jean Puchalski noted that Native Plants are late to emerge this year. There weren’t many 
natives at the spring plant sales.  Consider holding plant sales in the Fall when more natives are 
in bloom. 

Meeting Adjourned at 11:00 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

 
Kathy Harris 
Recording Secretary 

 

Attachments:  Budget vs Actuals:2025 Budget-FY 25 P&L, Statement of Financial Position as of 
4/30/25, Restricted Fund and Council Activity YTD 4/30/2025 

****************************************************************************** 

MOTIONS: 
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MOTION: The treasurer , John Davis, made a motion to open a payment processing 
account with “Zeffy” an online payment processing company, to facilitate handling the 
payments related to “Special Events” (i.e.; the 2025 New England Garden Clubs’ Annual 
Meeting, hosted by the FGCCT). 

The Treasurer also requested a motion to open an additional Checking Account at Bank of 
America to facilitate receiving funds and paying related vendors for “Special Events” (i.e., 
the 2025 New England Garden Clubs’ Annual Meeting, hosted by the FGCCT). 

Second:  Scott DeMuth 

Vote:  The membership voted and both motions passed unanimously 

A new payment processing account will be set up with “Zeffy” and a new Checking Account 
with Bank of America will be established for handling payments for the New England Garden 
Club’s Annual Meeting, which will be hosted by the FGCCT. 

MOTION: Norma Jean Macuto (for Kelle Ruden, First VP and Membership Chair), To 
accept five members in good standing of the Bethany Garden Club, the following 
members have applied for Member At Large Membership and paid dues of $10: 

●​ Martha Asarisi 
●​ Maureen Baldino 
●​ Donna Brannen 
●​ Melissa Powell 
●​ Mel Unger 

Second:  John Davis 

Vote: Unanimous 

The motion was voted on and passed unanimously. An additional 5 members of the Bethany 
Garden Club are now “Members at Large”. 

MOTION: Norma Jean Macuto (for Kelle Ruden, First VP and Membership Chair), made 
a motion to accept The Bonsai Society of Hartford as an Affiliate of the Federated Garden 
Clubs of CT, Inc. 

Second: Scott DeMuth 
 

Vote: The membership voted and the motion passed with 1 opposed and 1 abstention 
 
The Bonsai Society of Hartford is accepted as an affiliate of the Federated Garden  CT, Inc. 

 
MOTION: Rosemarie Bonaguide, Chair of HT&SG, made a motion to have the World 
Gardening account donate $800 to Ryan’s Well Foundation. 
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Second:  John Davis 

Vote:  Passed unanimously 

The Federation will donate $800 to Ryan’s Well Foundation from the World Gardening Account. 

****************************************************************************** 
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