
 

 

 Board Meeting 
March 12, 2025 

CT Agricultural Experiment Station 
 

 

 

 

Present:  Karin Pyskaty, Nan Merolla, Kelle Ruden, John Davis, Maryann Lynn, Lynda Brown, 
Terry Lubman, Polly Brooks, Vonice Carr, Krista Swanson-Fiorini, Ginny Casanova, Cheryl 
Cappiali, Mary Ann Tyma, Norma Jean Macauto, Carmelina Villani, Scott DeMuth, Susan 
Demuth, Susan Laursen, Sue Kelley, Gerri Giordano, Karen Grava, Arlene Field,  Nancy 
Lenoce, Carole Fromer, Kathy Lindroth, Kandra Houston, Ellie Tessmer, Donna Nowak, Diane 
Pizzo, Rosemary Bonaguide, Nancy LaBianca, Marty Sherman, Linda Kaplan 

Excused: Mel Unger, Kathy Harris, Jean Stetz-Puchalski 

 

Absent: Renee Marsh, Pat Dray, Arlene Field, Judy Sirois​  

The meeting was called to order at 10:04  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Rosemary Bonaguide 

Welcome:  
President Karin Pyskaty welcomed the board members and former presidents: Polly Brooks and  
Donna Nowak,  

Recording Secretary:  Kathy Harris 

November 2024 Minutes  

January 2025 Minutes 
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Corresponding Secretary:  Lynda Brown 

Unfortunately, 2025 has seen many losses. I wrote a note of sympathy to Susan DeMuth on the 
loss of two of her brothers within a very short period of time. I wrote a note of sympathy to  
MaryAnn Tyma on the sudden loss of her husband, and I have just written a note of sympathy to 
Sharon Bender on the loss of her husband. 

I would like to remind you to contact the Corresponding Secretary of illness, loss and happy 
events, so a note can be written. As of April, we will be having a new Corresponding Secretary 
and it would be nice for her to send a happy note on occasion. 

President:  Karin Pyskaty 

●​ Attended Awards Zoom Workshops on Jan. 22 
●​ Phone calls with numerous club members and board members 
●​ Attended Tri-Council Meeting on Jan. 27 
●​ Attended Judges Zoom Workshop on Jan. 28 
●​ Secured instructors for both Horticulture and Design for the Symposium 
●​ Registered the Symposium with NGC.  Cindy Marien has agreed to act as Registrar and 

Carm Villani has agreed to serve as vice chair 
●​ Attended NEGC Annual Mtg Zoom planning meeting on Feb. 5 
●​ Ran the Clerks zoom workshop when Vonice was in Baltimore on Feb. 11 
●​ Lunch with Karen Grava and Judy Sirois to discuss the Annual meeting. 
●​ Volunteered at the CT Flower and Garden Show, Feb. 18, 19, 20, 22 and 23. And entered 

both horticulture and design.  
●​ Attended “Connecting” Zoom, with New England 1st VPs and NEGC Director and incoming 

Director on March 7, 2025. 

●​ Created a flyer for the Symposium to be held in conjunction with the Annual NEGC meeting 
and Flower Show 3 

●​ Lunch with Polly, Arlene and Nan on March 10th to discuss moving forward.                                                   

 

First Vice President:  Nan Merolla,  

●​ 113 Clubs,  
●​ 6280 members,  
●​ Constant 5812,  
●​ Clubs dues rosters 78 (Due 3/31/2025) 

 

MEETINGS/EVENTS: 
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●​ Attended Awards Zoom Workshops on Jan. 22 
●​ Attended Tri-Council Meeting on Jan. 27 
●​ Attended Judges Zoom Workshop on Jan. 28 
●​ Attended NGC “Membership Mondays” Zooms on Feb. 3 and March 3 
●​ Attended Greens Farms GC Meeting and Program on Feb. 4 
●​ Attended NEGC Annual Mtg Zoom planning meeting on Feb. 5 
●​ Attended Clerks Zoom Workshop on Feb. 11 
●​ Assisted Clerks during CT Flower Show Judging and Judges/Clerks Luncheon on Feb. 19 
●​ Volunteered at the CT Flower and Garden Show, Feb. 21, 22, 23 
●​ Attended an NGC “Care to Share” Zoom, sponsored by Donna Donnelly (NGC 

President-elect) on March 6.  Donna Donnelly’s theme is “Plant America” 
●​ Organized and attended “Connecting” Zoom, with New England 1st VPs and NEGC Director 

and incoming Director on March 7.  Kim Edwards, first VP from MA created a google sheet 
so that all NE states could add their events.  It will be posted on NEGC website when 
completed. 

FGCCT HEADQUARTERS: 
●​ Joan continues to do an excellent job 
●​ She updates the Master Clubs Database and Constant Contact as she receives changes 

from Clubs 
●​ She continues to update Presidents, Treasurers and Clubs Directories, and the FGCCT 

Board List 
●​ Joan will receive a 3% salary increase from $25 - $26 per hour on April 15, 2025 

(2-years) 
●​ She is currently receiving Rosters, Membership Changes, and 2025 Dues from our Clubs 
●​ An advanced Printer was purchased for Flower Show printing.  It will be installed in the 

FGCCT Office for use by Joan. 

ONGOING AND MISC.: 
●​ Continue to answer and refer FGCCT website “Contact Us” requests 
●​ Continue to consult with clubs on Bylaws, club structure, and membership issues 
●​ Updated the FGCCT Schools rack card for 2025 
●​ Created table Posters for Education Exhibit for Gardening School & Council, 

Environmental School & Council, and Landscape School & Council 

2025 NEGC ANNUAL MEETING: 
●​ Plans are ongoing and a contract with the Sheraton Hartford South Hotel has been signed. 
●​ Dates - Flower Show School 3: 10/14, 15, 16; NEGC Annual Meeting: 10/14, 15; Judges 

Symposium: 10/16, 17. 

Second Vice President:  Kelle Ruden 

MEETINGS/EVENTS: 
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●​ Rowayton GC Meeting to present Tribute Award February 6 (via Zoom) 
●​ CT Flower and Garden Show Feb.18-Sunday, Feb. 23. Participated as Education Division 

Consultant, a student judge (for Horticulture, Design and LDC), a designer (Section A, 
Class1), 4 Horticulture entries, a photograph (Section B, Class 3) and coordinated the 
Membership Table. 

●​ March 4, Trip to the Smith Botanic Garden with Green’s Farms Garden Club 
●​ March 7 NEGC Zoom 

MEMBERSHIP: 

●​ The Danbury Garden Club will be the “Featured Club” in the April / May CFNews and on 
our website in honor of their 100 th Anniversary. 

●​ The Farmington Garden Club has been in touch about disbanding. They have been seeking 
information after struggling with membership for years. Nan has been in touch- at present- 
they have a “steering committee” of four members, rather than a President. They have events 
planned this Spring, and intend to stay active through their fiscal year, which ends June 30th.  

●​ The Bethany Garden Club is struggling to find members to step into leadership roles. 
Member Ailene Magda has applied to be a FGCCT Member at large. Member Dues $10. 

●​ New member Clubs added to the Website:  
○​ The Garden Gate Club of Mansfield, 
○​ Deep River GC 

●​ Windsor GC still pending. 
●​ Kelle to update the membership map. 

Kristin Fiornini - Can you submit horticulture, if you are not a garden club member..Yes.  other 
Divisions NO. 

MOTION: Membership Chair moved to accept a member in good standing of the Bethany 
Garden Club, Ailene Magda, as a Member at Large. Member Dues $10. 

​ Second: Nan Merolla 

Discussion: Clarification, Norma Jean asked what this means:  Member at large is when a                         
club is disbanding some members want to remain active in the FGCCT activities, dues 
are $10.00 and may attend all events and receive all communications., ie CFNews Etc. 

            Vote: Unanimous 

CT LIFE MEMBERSHIPS: 

●​ We had 2 new Lifetime members this first quarter of the year, bringing us to 805 Life 
members.  

●​ I have received applications to be presented in June for an additional 6 members. 

AFFILIATES: 
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●​ The Windsor African Violet Society is slated to be the featured affiliate in the April / May 
issue of CF News. 

●​ We have two new Affiliate Applications: 
○​ Herb Society of America - Connecticut Unit: The purpose of the unit is to promote the 

knowledge, use and delight of herbs through educational programs, research and 
sharing the experience of its members with the community. We are a non-profit and 
part of the Herb Society of America which was founded in Boston in 1933; our unit 
was founded in 1955 and has 65 members in various categories. We designed, planted 
and continue to maintain the herb garden in Elizabeth Park and a garden at York 
Prison; we have an annual symposium at the Pond House.  

MOTION: To accept the “Herb Society of America-Connecticut Unit” as an Affiliate 
Member. 

​ Second:  Sue Demuth 

            Discussion: None 

Vote: Unanimous 

 

●​ The Wild Ones, CT Mountain Laurel Chapter -  The Mountain Laurel (Connecticut) 
Chapter of Wild Ones, based in New London, CT, is sponsored by the Connecticut 
College Arboretum. It was founded in 2006. As the oldest Wild Ones chapter in New 
England, we serve the entire state of CT. Our chapter provides mentorship and 
learning opportunities for those new to gardening with native plants through 
educational programming, volunteer opportunities and our community of native plant 
enthusiasts. 

 MOTION: To accept Wild Ones, Mountain Laurel Chapter as an Affiliate Member. 

Second:  Scott DeMuth 

Discussion: Wild Ones would like to be their own affiliate according to Lydia Pan, 
Chapter President.  Presently, it is part of the  CT College Arboretum. 

Vote: Unanimous 

 

TRIBUTE AWARDS 

●​ A reminder to submit nominations has been placed in the April / May CF News. 
●​ We have already received one nomination for 2025! 

ADDITIONAL: 
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●​ The proposed Zoom on Membership- “New President 101” will be scheduled after our April 
meeting. 

●​ Flower Show 2025: 
○​ The Membership Table had 19 volunteers throughout the 4 show days. We received 

many names interested in clubs. Big thank yous to everyone, especially Karin 
Pyskaty, Nan Merolla, Susan DeMuth and Carol Fromer who all took multiple shifts. 
A big, big thank you to Nan and Scott DeMuth who helped me schlep to my car, 
scooter and all! This was no small thing. A big thank you to Kathy Lindroth for the 
hospitality suite - when spending so many days at the show, this really is a lifesaver. 

 

○​ Education Exhibitors included 9 Affiliates, the 4 Schools and an award-winning 
exhibit by a member of the Acton, Massachusetts Garden Club. 

 

○​ Congratulations to Vonice and the many volunteers for a gorgeous and successful 
show! 

Treasurer:  John Davis 

As of February 28, 2025 our Balance Sheet assets totaled $486,506 of which $42,533 is in the 
four Council accounts, and $26,801 is in the other donation based restricted accounts. For the 
two months ending February 28 we had revenue from operations and related activities of 
$30,658 and expenses of $16,464 for an excess of revenue over expenses of $14,202. This is 
below the displayed plan result, but the plan is for the quarter, so we have another month of dues 
and other revenue collection. I think we’re in good shape. A word or two on the balance sheet 
(Statement of Financial Position) – we’ve put in the equity section the starting balances for each 
of the various council and restricted accounts. You can see current results in those areas in the 
Restricted Account Report attached. In order to better connect our Fidelity Account Statement to 
our internal reports, we’ve added an account called “Unrealized Gain or Loss” to the balance 
sheet, and to the income statement. Since our practice is to hold investments to maturity, we will 
not recognize those amounts in cash, but it does provide a more accurate picture of our position. 
 

Reports of Committee Chairs 
Advisory Council - Polly Brooks  

No Report 

Awards Report – Vonice Carr 

Just a reminder, Bronze Medal nominations are due July 1. All other award nominations are due 
May 31. 
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Blue Star Chairman Report – Krista Fiorini 

●​ Guilford's dedication ceremony will take place on April 4th 
●​ Wethersfield Garden Club submitted an order for a By-Way Marker.  Expected to be 

placed in Rocky Hill Town Hall in . Jun 14, 2025

Bylaws Review - Nan Merolla 

No Report 

CT Agricultural Experiment Station Report - Ellie Tessmer 

Calendar of Events: Individual clubs have been submitting their events at a steady pace. Lesley 
Orlowski has been filing them at a steady pace as well. She deserves many thanks for a tireless 
job. Thank you Lesley. Submissions will probably pick up once Plant Sale Days come in May. (a 
major fundraiser for many clubs). 

CAES. The quarterly The Connecticut Gardener published by the Rowlands, Will and Anne. The 
July/Aug 2024 issue had a CAES Research Update by Will Rowlands. (Check out their resource 
link at  CT Gardener. Our own Renee Marsh is a contributing member with   articles on ‘All in 
for Alliums’ (Sept/Oct 24), ‘Upping Your Vine Game’ (Winter 24-2 5), and ‘Root for the Locals: 
Plant Native Grasses’  Please consider donating to the new Scientist fund to continue research at 
CAES. 

Civic Development - Dianne Pizzo 

No Report 

CT Flower Show - Vonice Carr 
It’s over. It’s done. It was excellent. Kristie and George of NE Expo were excellent. The 
Schedule was excellent. All the various committees worked to create an extremely attractive and 
successful show. 

A few takeaways: 

Horticulture - Our entry numbers are in line with the past few years 

●​ The number of horticulture entries may have been affected by the extreme cold and snow. 
There were few ‘forced branches’. 

●​ We had 188 exhibits from 45 exhibitors from 19 garden clubs 
●​ We need to get the word out that all garden clubs should be represented in Horticulture. 

Design 

●​ The designs were of exceptional quality this year. 
●​ We had 64 exhibits in 16 classes; 22 CT clubs exhibited; 9 out of state clubs exhibited. 
●​ A number of our members entered more than one design. Thank goodness. 
●​ For the size of our state organization, NGC expects a flower show to have 20 classes 
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Botanical Arts/Artistic Crafts 

●​ The designs were excellent. 
●​ There was a lack of interest in some categories that required some last-minute entries by 

BOD members and FS Committee members. Another round of thank yous. 

Botanical Arts/Photography 

●​ Arabella Dane came from Wisconsin to lead the judging. Thank you to Kathy for inviting 
her. 

●​ George from NE Expo provided some overhead lighting that helped the viewing of the 
photos. 

●​ There were 87 entries out of a possible 96. 
●​ There were 33 exhibitors from 22 FGCCT clubs. 

Education Division 

●​ Had 3 entries for judging 
●​ 7 affiliates had displays 
●​ The FGCCT schools also had displays 

Congratulations to the 20% of our clubs who are active participants in the show. We need to 
work on increasing that number and banish the fear of exhibiting a plant, a leaf, a branch, a 
forced blossom or a design for future shows. 

The Hospitality room was just excellent with the only healthy food to be found in the area. 
Thank you to Kathy Lindroth and Jan Hickcox. Hospitality also provided a good staff of 
host/hostesses and the Membership Table was well staffed, thank you Kelle. 

Parking continues to be a major pain. The parking garage costs $18 (8 hours) to $23 (24 hours) 
per day and we (NE Expo) provide a $5 voucher. During the show (Thursday-Sunday), the 
parking garage sells $9 all-day passes and does not accept the $5 voucher on the $9 ticket. From 
the number of workers who had vouchers that did not work to the ones that did work, I suspect it 
has to do with all the check out stations in the garage programmed to take the vouchers. At one 
time, I had 3 stacks of vouchers, upon exiting the garage, not one voucher from any stack 
worked. I went to the office to complain and ask if my vouchers were ‘expired’. I was told that 
all FGCCT vouchers were honored. I flat out gave up. Parking is a continuing problem that 
affects all volunteers; another solution needs to be found. 

Environmental Concerns - Holly Kocet 
No Report 

Environmental School - Ginni Cassanova 
No Report 

Flower Show School - Mel Unger 

●​ Flower Show School III will take place Oct 14-16, 2025 just prior to the CT Symposium. 
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●​ Paula Inglese officially became an NGC accredited flower show judge on February 27. 
 
Gardening School/Consultants - Cheryl Cappiali 

The Gardening Council is preparing for the next Gardening School which is scheduled to be held 
on Zoom, September 25th-26th, 2025. 

The Councils enjoyed participating in the Connecticut Flower and Garden Show in Hartford last 
month. Thanks to those in the Tri-Council for their help with the table setup, plants, and for their 
friendship as we plan trips and tours together. We are also in the planning stages of performing 
for some joint service projects, one to be held in April. A special thanks to Nan for her fabulous 
Schools’ rack cards, posters, and for her graciousness. 

With the glorious spring weather upon us, the Gardening Council is thinking of the Lovely 
Garden Award! Again this year we will be accepting only online applications beginning on April 
15th with a firm cutoff date of August 15th. Any Garden Club member may apply for their own 
garden or another member's garden. The only requirement really is a love for gardening!  
Gardens will be scheduled for a visit by the evaluation panel within two weeks of applying. 
Allowing a two week window to visit the last applicant’s garden will ensure that we meet the 
submission deadline of the Awards Committee. Digital images of the garden helps with on-site 
evaluation and one image of the winning recipient's garden may be used at the Awards Meeting 
on October 22, 2025. 

Thank you Karin for keeping the Federation on course these past two years! 

Garden Therapy Report – Rosemary Bonaguide 

No Report 

Historic, Memorial and Public Gardens -  

No Report 

Horticulture - Renee Marsh 

No Report 

Judges Council - Pat Dray/Mary Ann Tyma 

 No Report 

 

Landscape Design School - Sue Kelly 

Landscape Design School Course 2, Series 12 is Tuesday-Wednesday, March 25-26, 2025 via 
Zoom. 

As of Monday morning, 3/10, we have: 
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55 students/consultants (we had 61 this time last year) 

36 CT (vs. 43 last year) 

19 Out of State (vs.18 out of state this time last year) 

Publicity: LDS has been listed on the NGC and FGCCT websites since the beginning of January. 
We were also listed in CF News and Newscape and FGCCT social media forums. Almost all of 
the rack cards were taken at the CT Flower & Garden Show. 

Next Steps: Student/Consultant Tech check sessions are scheduled on Thursday, 3/20, at 7PM 
and Saturday, 3/22, at 10AM for students needing to brush up on basic Zoom skills or check 
connectivity of their devices. Individual instructor tech checks are also scheduled for the week of 
March 17 th . 

Registration will close on Sunday, 3/23. 

LDS Chair Position: This is my 4th year as the CT LDS Chair. Susan Laursen, LDC Chair, and I 
are looking for my replacement. I will serve as a consultant to the new chair. If any Board 
members are interested in running LDS, please let Susan or me know. It’s a great school with a 
really good group of instructors and support team! We also have great LDS leadership at the 
national and regional levels. 

Landscape Design Council Report – Susan Laursen 

We kicked off our year with judging the landscape exhibits at the CT Flower and Garden Show. 
Leslie Martino led the judges with expertise, and we finished with an informative discussion of 
the landscapes. Our new format for judging was successful and well received. 

The awards for “Excellence in Landscape Design” for Small Not-For-Profit went to UCONN 
Horticulture and Landscape Architecture Club, and the one for Large Commercial Exhibits went 
to AquaScapes of CT. Both exhibits received framed certificates. With the new printer, and help 
from Scott DeMuth, the printing of the Awards went very smoothly. 

Emails for annual dues have been sent out. So far, 30 are signed up. 

The Tri-Council met last month to discuss finances, trips, etc. We are investigating an outreach 
project to help the environment. We hope to do this with an affiliate of FGCCT. 

In addition to volunteering to enhance the environment, our Council will be visiting the Blau 
house, a Hamden residence, NYC, and other possibilities. 

Sue Kelley is in her 4th year of successfully leading the LD School. Her professionalism and 
organizational skills have been much appreciated! We hope to be training a new school Chair 
before the school begins in 2 weeks.   

Legislative Action Report – Gerri Giordano  
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Ct. Legislators are calling for a ban on harmful Rodenticides, second-generation anticoagulant 
rodenticides (SGARs) on Ct wildlife and public health. A pair of spider monkeys at Ct Beardsley 
Zoo died after eating poisoned rodents. Testing of 101 deceased birds and animals 78 tested 
positive for second-generation anticoagulant rodenticides, including five bald eagles, eight great 
horned owls, an endangered barn owl and 56 hawks. They also have concerns about 
neonicotinoids which are pesticides known to harm pollinators. They contribute to the decline of 
birds, bees, and butterflies. All of which are species vital to agriculture and Ct. ecosystems. Bill 
HB 6915 addresses this. Please follow and act when necessary. You can contact Rep. Joseph 
Gresko, Environmental Commission. 
 
Balloons: They are still calling for a ban on Helium balloons. They want to ban the sale, import, 
or distribution of helium balloons. Senate Bill 1154 would ban the sale, import, or distribution of 
any lighter-than-air-gas or helium balloons entirely, subject to a fine. There is still a 10-balloon 
limit on releases. They are looking into a biodegradable balloon but that doesn’t address the 
strings attached to the balloon that also causes most harm to wildlife. 
 
Now my favorite, those LITTLE NIPS, I will pass around a list of municipalities and how many 
nips are sold in their city or town and how much they make from the sales. Tell me when you see 
the numbers if you see an improvement in your town on finding NIPS all over the place. 
 
Larry Cafero (who is now executive director and general Council for the Wine and Spirit 
Wholesalers of Ct.) thinks this is a great idea to give the money to the cities and towns. He added 
that this is a resounding success. I don’t think so. Why don’t they put that money into devising 
a machine that would accept those NIPS. I know no town wants to lose that income, and therein 
lies the problem. Do you see an improvement anywhere? I don’t. Let’s try to get them to make a 
machine that accepts these LITTLE NIPS and remove them from our streets, parks, gardens, 
from lawns, parking lots, etc. for good. They would also be picked up by the people that collect 
bottles and return them for the cash. This would keep them off our streets. State Rep. Joe Gresko 
introduced a bill banning the sale of NIPS. Banning the sale in municipalities won’t work, they 
will lose that income. This bill never came up for a vote.  If you would like to discuss this 
further, please contact Geri Giordano 

Meetings Chair – Karen Grava 

Planning for the Annual Meeting on Wednesday April 16 continues. Registration is online and 
will close at 5pm on Wednesday, April 9 at 5 p.m. So far, registration is very sluggish with only 
20 on-line registrations so far, plus a table of 10 from Nan’s home club. There may be several 
reasons for this, including the fact that we have all been focused on the flower show. 

However, we only have a month until registration closes, so we must encourage registration now. 
Considering the additional charges the Aqua Turf has for table rental, we have offered vendors 
two tables rather than three without charge. Some have agreed to rent a third table at the cost of 
$20. We have 16 vendors, including Ballek’s Nursery. There are a couple of new ones, including 
the Essex Garden Club, which will be selling their special, patented garlic salt. The club makes 
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only one batch a year. It contains garlic, parsley and other herbs and can be used with meat 
chicken and other specialties and sounds delicious. 

Another of our new vendors makes remedies for poison ivy, getting prickers stuck in your fingers 
and other garden ailments. Many of our old favorites will be at the meeting as well. 

If you haven’t registered, please do so as soon as you can. Karen is sending each president the 
link to register. 

News Manager - Marty Sherman 

No Report 

Nominating Chair - Arlene Field 

No Report 

Presidents Project - Carmelina Villani 

Our president, Karin Pyskaty’s project for 2023-2025 was well received and had significant 
outcomes for our state as well as our National Forests. 

After launching the project Karin spoke at many club meetings. As a result, 17 clubs donated 
$2032.00 to the National Forest Service in collaboration with National Garden Clubs. This was 
twice the participation from previous years and our state had the highest participation rate of the 
New England Clubs. 

In addition, 10 clubs planted native trees, shrubs, and bulbs in their communities during 
milestone anniversary celebrations. Houseplants were propagated and donated at many annual 
plant sales. 

I enjoyed hearing from clubs throughout the state and was happy to participate in this very 
worthwhile project.  Our board was able to donate extra money from ’s gift to the Karin Pyskaty
National Forest. 

Program Committee - Norma Jean Macauto 

SUBJECT: Speaker Directory 

All thirty-one speakers sent in their annual renewal payments totaling $1,085. I made content 
changes to sixteen entries as requested. 

On January 23 rd I sent each renewed speaker an acknowledgment and thank-you email. 

SUBJECT: Program Annual Reports 

As of March 8 I received and began review of fourteen Program Annual Reports. I will prepare 
and send solicitation emails as needed. 
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SUBJECT: Keynote Speaker for Annual Meeting 

I received the signed agreement from Larry Weaner’s office. I submitted a biography and photo 
about his presentation for inclusion in the February/March CF NEWS. 

Protocol - Nancy Lenoce 

No Report 

Public Relations - Linda Kaplan 

No Report 

Scholarship - Carole Fromer 

There were three applicants for the 2025 National Garden Club scholarship. The members of The 
Federation’s Scholarship Committee selected one candidate, and that person’s credentials were 
sent to the national scholarship chairman before March 1st. We should know what the national 
scholarship committee’s decision is around June 1st. 

Social Media Chair Report – Susan DeMuth 

No Report 

State Projects - Carmelina Villani 

No Report 

Tours Coordinator Report – Kathy Lindroth  

Our Tour year is proceeding as planned. We had a wonderful trip to Vietnam/Cambodia and we 
hope to do another trip to Indochina in a couple years. 

2025 

●​ March 30-April 6:  Texas Wildflowers 
●​ May 12-25:  Chelsea Flower Show and Devon 
●​ July 19-28: Pacific Northwest 
●​ September 16-19:  New Hampshire Foraging and Fun (Space available) 
●​ October 3-17:  Greece with cruise extension (One Room/Cabin available) 

2026 

●​ February 1-6: Yellowstone Wolves and Wonders (Space available) 
●​ April 20-26: Virginia Historic Garden Week 
●​ May 28-June 5 (plus extension): Burgundy, Lyon and Paris extension 
●​ Aug. 3-7: (tent) Maine 
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●​ Sept/Oct: (tent) Morocco 

My committee will meet on Zoom on March 10 to discuss 2026 further and on to 2027. 

Website Chair - Scott DeMuth 

Printer is a good new tool for the Flower Show and the Office. 

Flower Show complete – Here’s what’s next: 

Website audit and focus group - I need suggestions for a few focus group partners – 
people who never lived in a world without the www. 

Trying to do a minimum of new upgrades and licensing to the existing website. Stay 
tuned. 

Youth Activities Report – Kandra Houston 

2025 FGCCT State Level First Place Winners in NGC Youth Contests 

●​ Youth Essay Contest – One entry. Grade 9 first place winner sponsored by The Garden 
Club of Brookfield. 

 

●​ Youth Poetry Contest – Eleven entries from two sponsoring garden clubs of The North 
Haven Garden Club and Westport Garden Club. First place winners in Kindergarten, 
Grade 3, Grade 4, Grade 5, Grade 7 and Grade 8. 

 

●​ Youth Sculpture Contest – Two entries from the sponsoring garden club, The Danbury 
Garden Club. First place winners in Grade 4 and Grade 7. 

 

●​ Smokey Bear & Woodsy Owl Youth Poster Contest – Eight entries from two sponsoring 
garden clubs of The Long Hill Garden Club and The Stonington Garden Club. First place 
winners in Grade 1 through Grade 5. Total entries at local garden club level were 64. 
Goody bags for entrants distributed to both clubs as per their instructions. 

Sponsoring garden clubs notified of FGCCT state level winners on March 1, 2025. 

All first place winners’ entries emailed or postal mailed by February 24, 2025 deadline to NEGC 
Regional Youth Chair for judging with regional winners to be announced April 1, 2025. 

List of winners plus winning entries submitted to CF News on March 7, 2025 for publication 
consideration in the April/May 2025 issue. 

State Award Certificates created by Vonice Carr and being printed at FGCCT Headquarters. 
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New Business 

Annual Report is due to Karin by March 31, 2025. 

New Haven Garden Club honored founding member  citation from governor. 

Meeting Adjourned: Meeting adjourned at 11:45 and Karin thanked everyone for the 
birdbath. 

Respectfully Submitted, ​
 

Kathy Harris, Recording Secretary 

 

Attachments:  Budget vs Actuals YTD as of 02/28/25, Restricted Fund and Council Activity as 
of 02/28/25, Statement of Financial Position 02/28/2025 

****************************************************************************** 

MOTIONS 

MOTION:   

MOTION: Membership Chair moved to accept a member in good standing of the Bethany 
Garden Club, Ailene Magda as a Member at Large.   

Second: Nan Merolla 

            Vote: Unanimous 

 Aileen Magda is now an FGCCT Member at Large. 

 

MOTION:  

Membership Chair moved to accept the “Herb Society of America -  Connecticut Unit” as 
an Affiliate Member. 

​ Second:  Sue Demuth 

            Vote: Unanimous 

The Herb Society of American - Connecticut Units is now an Affiliate Member of the 
Federated Garden Clubs of CT, Inc. 
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MOTION:  

Membership Chair moved to accept  “Wild Ones, Mountain Laurel Chapter” as an 
Affiliate Member. 

Second:  Scott DeMuth 

Vote: Unanimous 

The “Wild Ones Mountain Laurel Chapter” is now an Affiliate Member of the Federated 
Garden Clubs of CT, Inc. 

****************************************************************************** 
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