The Federated Garden Clubs
of Connecticut, Inc.

Ninety-fifth Annual

AWARDS MEETING
October 16, 2024

The Aqua Turf Club
Plantsville, Connecticut



The

Federated Garden Clubs
ot Connecticut, Inc.

President

Karin Pyskaty, The Wallingford Garden Club
The North Haven Garden Club

First Vice President and Headquarters Director
Nan Merolla, The Wilton Garden Club

Second Vice President and Membership Chair
Kelle Ruden, Westport Garden Club

Treasurer
John Davis, Quiet Corner Garden Club

Awards Chair
Vonice Carr, The Thames River Garden Club

Meetings Chair
Karen Grava, = The Wallingford Garden Club

Office Mailing Address Joan Lenart, Admin
P.O. Box 902
Wallingford CT 06492

203-488-5528
office@ctgardenclubs.org



mailto:office@ctgardenclubs.org

PROGRAM

WELCOME Karin Pyskaty
& INTRODUCTIONS President

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE John Davis
Quiet Corner Garden Club

AWARDS COMMITTEE
National Garden Club Awards
Bronze Medal Presentation
The Federation Awards

BREAK 12:00 noon Shopping & Social Time
Please support our Vendors

GREETINGS 12:30 pm Karen Grava & Judy Sirois

Return to your seat, please Meetings Co-Chairs

Wallingford Garden Club

INVOCATION Karen Ciosek
Wallingford Garden Club

Luncheon
Drawing
Adjournment

A special thank you to Branford Garden Club, The Greenfield Hill
Garden Club, The Garden Club of West Hartford, and Westport Garden
Club for providing the centerpieces, also to the 100 Year Clubs: Garden

Club of Madison, Garden Club of Mystic, The Garden Club of New
Haven, The Garden Club of Old Greenwich and Westport Garden Club

for their Anniversary displays.

Care for Our Air
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NATIONAL GARDEN CLUBS’ AWARDS

As awarded by the National Garden Clubs, Inc.
1 June 2024

Brenda Moore, President

NGC Award of Excellence
CHANNING HARRIS, PLA & ASLA

Channing, our 2023 Bronze
Medal recipient,  was
recognized with an Award of
Excellence at the NGC
Convention in Denver in
June. He is a retired
landscape architect who
designs with nature to
implement memorable
places for people. He has
created landscape designs
for urban and rural areas,
healthcare facilities and
community centers nationwide. His most notable garden
in our area is the Healing Garden at Smilow Cancer Center
in New Haven.
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These club projects, completed between January and December of
2023, were nominated by The Federation Awards Chairman for a
National Garden Club (NGC) Award. The projects meet the
category description in the NGC Awards Manual and follow the
guidelines of the NGC scoring rubric. The following club projects
were chosen by NGC for an award.

NGC Certificate of Merit

CONSERVATION ACTIVITIES
The West Hartford Garden Club
Spicebush Swamp Pollinator Pathway,

Bird Sanctuary and Removal of Invasives
Awarded for a conservation activity deemed overall excellent and
well-balanced.

NGC Certificate of Commendation

PUBLICATION: NEWSLETTER 3-12 pp
The Garden Club of Newtown

September, October and November 2023
Awarded for a newsletter published by a garden club, 3 to 12
pages long, distributed at least three-times per year under one

editor.
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NGC Certificates of Appreciation

BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT
Pomperaug Valley Garden Club
80 Years of Decorating Woodbury for the Holidays

Awarded for a beautification project done on a continuous basis.

CONSERVATION EDUCATION
Westport Garden Club
Identification and removal of Ailanthus altissima,
Tree of Heaven, and other invasives from

Grace K. Salmon Park.
Awarded for comprehensive work in conservation education.

WILDLIFE SURVIVAL
Branford Garden Club
The Branford Garden Club Osprey Platform for

“Audrey & Asil” Osprey in Middle Harbor Estuary

Awarded for a comprehensive and effective project for pollinator,
bird or wildlife protection and welfare.

MEMBERSHIP BROCHURE
The North Haven Garden Club

Tri-fold Membership Brochure
Awarded for an innovative activity and effort to increase public
visibility and to make the public aware of the mission and activities
of garden clubs.
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WEBSITE
North Stonington Garden Club

https://www.nsgardenclub.org
Awarded for a website designed and managed by club members
that promotes the sponsoring organization and NGC objectives.

SOCIAL MEDIA PAGE
The Portland River Valley Garden Club

https://portland-river-valley-garden-club.blogspot.com
Awarded for a social media page designed and managed by club
members that promotes the sponsoring organization and NGC
objectives.

DIGITAL MEDIA PRESENTAION
The Garden Club of New Milford
A 33 second video that recognizes the 100-year

anniversary of the club
Given for a presentation recorded and submitted on any type of
digital media supporting an NGC objective.

PUBLICATION: HANDBOOK
The Wilton Garden Club

Conservation Committee Handbook
Awarded for an outstanding handbook promoting any NGC
objective - Conservation.

PUBLICATION: EDUCATIONAL
Pomperaug Valley Garden Club
The Botany Trail at Flanders Nature Center,

Woodbury, CT —a 12-panel laminated pictorial guide
Awarded for an outstanding educational publication promoting any
NGC objective - Environment



Greens Farms Garden Club was awarded a $500 grant
at the NGC Convention in Colorado from Espoma as the
‘Best of the Best’ for their Growing for Good project at
Prospect Gardens in Westport! Congratulations!
https://gardenclub.org/espoma-grant
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NEW ENGLAND GARDEN CLUBS
Susan Miner, NEGC Director
Vera Bowen, Awards Chair

Eighth Annual NEGC Meeting
West Warwick, Rhode Island
October 23-24, 2024

AWARDS WILL BE PRESENTED ON OCTOBER 23 AT
THE NEW ENGLAND REGION MEETING

Also

YOUTH POETRY AWARDS—2024
| Spy with My Little Eye, Something Green Outside —
Celebrating our Green World

No New England Poetry Awards received in 2024



The Federated Garden Clubs
of Connecticut, Inc.

«ed Ga,.
e\’&‘ ?IQI{>
&

S q’\‘\\()

&
~
=~

O/\ \‘(\b‘
0, .
Anecticv™

THE BRONZE MEDAL

Established in 1935, this award is the highest award given by The
Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut to an individual, couple, group
or club for outstanding accomplishments in upholding the aims and
purposes of The Federation.

Sarah Bailey

This is how Sarah Bailey introduced herself to a group of Master
Gardener “wanna-bes” at the beginning of her class on Herbaceous
Perennials back in January 2019: “I love what I do — playing with plants
in the dirt —and | learn something new every day. | also love passing that
knowledge on to others.” It is an apt summary of an outstanding career in
horticulture and specifically horticulture education.  Sarah Bailey
graduated from the University of Vermont with a bachelor’s degree in
political science and government and had a successful career in the
business world of offices, meetings and administrivia. But it was
gardening outdoors that was Sarah’s true passion and what energized her
after her days in the office. So, with the encouragement of family and
friends, Sarah took a leap of faith and embarked on a different career path.
That of “playing with plants in the dirt.”

Sarah became a Master Gardener; then an Advanced Master Gardener;
then a Connecticut Accredited Nursery Professional; then a Pesticide
Safety Educator. Over the past thirty years she has worked as a retail
nursery manager, a private gardener, a garden designer, and a consultant
for several landscape firms. But Sarah is best known for her professional
relationship with the UCONN Cooperative Extension Master Gardener
program. That relationship began in August of 2005 when she became the
coordinator for the Extension’s Hartford County office. And then in 2016
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Sarah assumed the role of State Coordinator for the Master Gardener
program, a role that she held for nine years without giving up her
responsibilities in the Hartford office. The thousands of Master Gardeners
who were trained through the programs that Sarah supervised would go
out as volunteers to share their knowledge and experience in just about
every city and town in Connecticut.

It was during that tenure as State Coordinator, that Sarah oversaw the
technology changes that allowed the Master Garden classes to be held in
an online format. Those changes were launched in January 2018 with an
eye on expanding attendance in Master Gardener training for those who
could not attend in-person classes. It was this forward thinking that
enabled the Master Gardener program to continue when the COVID
pandemic threatened to interrupt its schedule in March 2020. As noted in
a 2022 interview with the UConn Today newsletter “By the time the
pandemic began, the Extension’s Master Gardener program was
comfortably online. While Master Gardener programs in other states had
a break in classes during the pandemic, UConn Extension’s program
pivoted and continued offering life transformative education.” Life-
transformative education is what Sarah Bailey is about, and volunteering
is what Sarah Bailey is also about.

Sarah was a member of the Connecticut Community Gardens
Association and a five-year board member for Connecticut Horticultural
Society. Since 2007, she has been a member of the Connecticut Nursery
and Landscape Association and is a member of its Education Committee.
Sarah has written helpful articles for the UConn Extension website, and
she has been interviewed by local journalists who seek out her knowledge
and expertise to share with their Connecticut readers.

Sarah is a television personality as well! Since February 2023 she has
appeared on several gardening segments on WFSB-3 sharing her wisdom
and helpful advice with viewers on topics such as Preparing Gardens for
Summer”, “Taming your Unruly Garden”, “Planting a Pollinator Garden”,
and “Summer Container Gardening”. And now they are, for posterity, on
YouTube.

We thank Susan, who has trained thousands of Master Gardeners
through the UConn Extension Master Gardener Program. Our Master
Gardener club members take their knowledge and experience back to their
communities and into civic programs all over Connecticut.

We are pleased that Sarah Bailey is The Federated Garden Clubs of
Connecticut 2024 Bronze Medal recipient.
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AWARD OF HONOR
Polly Brooks, Advisory Council Chair

Established in 1959, the Award of Honor is conferred on a garden club
for demonstrating outstanding participation in their community and
Federation activities and exceptional achievement in upholding the aims
and purposes of The Federation. A club does not apply for this award.
The Chair of the Advisory Council tallies the annual activities of each
club. Awards are presented in each of the four club sizes, and no club
shall receive this award in two consecutive years.

Small Club (Membership 1 to 29)
THE GARDEN CLUB of BROOKFIELD

Medium Club (Membership 30 to 59)
EVERGREEN COUNTRY GARDENERS

Large Club (Membership 60 to 99)
THE GARDEN CLUB of OLD GREENWICH

Extra Large Club (Membership 100 and over)
GARDEN CLUB of MADISON

Ry '#\‘a \‘\\\" S F i e
Biw N AN R - N
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TRIBUTE AWARDS

Kelle Ruden, Second Vice President
Tribute Awards are distinct awards honoring individuals who have made
outstanding contributions within their Club, The Federation, and/or the
Community. Nominations may come from any Federation member.

TRIBUTE AWARD IN CIVIC DEVELOPMENT
EVELYN MONTAGNINO
The Long Hill Garden Club

Evelyn Montagnino’s tireless dedication and exceptional
contributions have significantly impacted The Long Hill Garden
Club and community, fostering a love for gardening, education, and
environmental stewardship. A former school librarian, Evelyn has
spearheaded an initiative to donate gardening and environmental
books to local elementary schools, enriching the school libraries and
providing students with valuable resources to learn about the natural
world. Evelyn co-chairs the “Nature Nook™ in the children’s section
of the Trumbull Library, an area designed to interest and instruct
children about gardening and the natural world. Evelyn also
coordinates and distributes passes to the Beardsley Zoo, making it
possible for families and individuals in the community to visit this
wonderful attraction. She hosts the annual plant exchange and her
organizational skills and warm hospitality ensure the event’s success
year after year, strengthening friendships and encouraging
sustainable gardening practices. Evelyn has played a pivotal role in
the holiday decorations of the Osborne Homestead Museum where
her hands-on work ensures that it remains a beautiful educational
resource for visitors. She is always among the first to volunteer for
projects that exemplifies the spirit of community service. Her
dedication to education, the environment, and community
engagement has made a lasting impact on The Long Hill Garden
Club and the broader community. Evelyn’s contributions are a
testament to her passion for gardening and her commitment to
making a positive difference in our world. L. Maday
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TRIBUTE AWARD IN COMMUNICATIONS
TERI TWIGG
Haddam Garden Club

Terry Twigg has been an active member of the Haddam Garden
Club since May 2018 and has managed their blog communications
since December 2019. Her articles cover a wide range of topics,
such as: companion planting, winter gardens, the ills of pesticide and
herbicide use, conservation, invasive plants, just to name a few.
Terry’s writing invites the reader to reconsider behaviors that
benefit not just their gardens, but wildlife, and our planet. Members
of the local community who read the HGC garden blog in the
Haddam-Killingworth News (HK-NOW) praise Terry’s delightful
writing style and even more importantly, its educational content.

A timely article entitled ‘In Praise of Darkness,” written in July
2023, discussed concerns over artificial and unnecessary exterior
lighting, and its negative impact on people, animals, insects, and
birds, as well as plants and trees. The Connecticut Herb Society
requested permission to re-publish the article in their fall quarterly
newsletter and Branford Garden Club asked to share it with their
club members. It was subsequently featured by the New Haven
Register and Shoreline Press. ‘In Praise of Darkness’ can be found
at this link below.

Terry’s creative garden blog publications and the impact the articles
have made in educating members and the public enhance our
understanding of best gardening and environmental practices,
shining a positive light on the Haddam Garden Club and The
Federation earns this Communication Tribute Award.

https://nk-now.com/haddam-garden-club-in-praise-of- darkness/
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TRIBUTE AWARD IN CONSERVATION
AGGIE SCHULTE
Suffield Garden Club

Aggie Schulte of the Suffield Garden Club has been involved with
and chaired the Suffield Garden Club’s Arbor Day program for many
years. Since 1965, the program gifts sapling trees to all local 4th
graders. It was established by a bequest in the will of member, Val
Gallivan. More than 150 trees are purchased each year. Planted over
almost 60 years, their presence continues to enhance the community.
Aggie is committed to the health of this program and for the last 5 years
has obtained some donated trees, which enables the program to
continue despite climbing costs. Her determination and hard work to
keep this program strong and solvent, and her enthusiasm and
dedication to the core values of serving youth drive this program and
keep the club’s membership engaged year after year.

TRIBUTE AWARD IN DESIGN
EILEEN AUGUST
Riverside Garden Club

Eileen August exhibited a talent for Design by winning two blue
ribbons in her first Flower Show as a novice. After her term as
President of the Riverside Garden Club ended in 2005, she joined the
club’s Design Committee. Eileen chaired two Flower Shows and
writes the Design schedule on alternate years for the Club’s yearly joint
Flower Show with the Garden Club of Old Greenwich. She creates a
yearly Design Schedule for the Club and conducts workshops in her
home. She encourages members who are new to design and lends not
only her expertise, but also containers and floral material from her
garden. In addition, Eileen has won both the Monthly Meetings Design
Award and the Flower Show Design Award multiple times. She has
also provided non-competitive flower arrangements on behalf of the
Club for local Civic organizations, which builds an appreciation for
design within the wider community.
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TRIBUTE AWARD IN HEALING, THERAPY &
SENIOR GARDENING
NANCY ‘NAN’ SUTHERLAND
Garden Club of Madison

As Chair of Garden Therapy for Garden Club of Madison, Nancy
(Nan) Sutherland organizes flower arrangements for Meals on
Wheels members. She collects flowers from Stop & Shop, Bauer
Gardens, and members' gardens. She sources embellishments
(ribbons, vases, greens, etc.) from the Garden Therapy's budget and
voluntary contributions. She enlists club members to make the
arrangements and to deliver them. The project is gratifying for
recipients and club members alike.  This year, the First
Congregational Church of Madison sponsored a Kindness Initiative.
In support of the week, Nan created a poster that was displayed in
Stop & Shop. The poster thanked Stop & Shop for their generosity
in donating flowers to the "Petals with Plates" project and
recognized the club’s contributions to promote kindness and joy
though flowers. In addition to chairing Garden Therapy, Nan is
Chair of Hospitality, a member of the Membership Committee, the
Garden Gang, and works on the Plant Sale. Her contributions are
numerous, as she is always seeking ways to complement ongoing
activities. Nan's outstanding contributions are appreciated within
her club and beyond.
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TRIBUTE AWARD IN HORTICULTURE
LINDA HOOPER
Olde Ripton Garden Club

Linda Hooper has been an active and invaluable member of The
Olde Ripton Garden Club since 2012. Creativity is at the heart of
everything Linda does. She has a remarkable talent for blending
aesthetic beauty with horticultural excellence. As the
Horticulture/Artistic Design Chair for over 10 years, Linda presents
engaging and informative programs at every meeting, enriching
members’ knowledge and fostering a deeper appreciation for
gardening. Her presentations are well-researched, educational,
creative, and inspiring, making them a highlight of Club gatherings.
Linda has been both chair and an active member of the Osborne
Homestead Museum Holiday Decorating Committee for more than
10 years. Her artistic flair and meticulous attention to detail have
brought festive joy and beauty to the museum, delighting all the
visitors. Shortly after joining the club, Linda took over the garden
at Plumb Library, planting and maintaining the garden during
summer months as well as the two large urns at the doorway of the
library and decorating for the holidays, adding a touch of seasonal
elegance and charm that has been greatly appreciated by the
community. Linda's role in the club’s plant sales stand out as a
testament to her creative energy. In addition to plants, she has
donated botanical and gardening crafts, which add much to the
quality of the club’s event.
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TRIBUTE AWARD IN LANDSCAPE DESIGN
DEBORAH DODDS
The Stonington Garden Club

Deb Dodds assumed her two-year term as President of The Stonington
Garden Club during the COVID years (2020-2022). After her term as
President, Deb threw herself into her greatest club passion, Chair of the
Children’s Learning Garden, the club’s largest community project. Her
work at the garden included installing raised beds, clearing brush,
building enclosed growing spaces for blueberry bushes, tackling
invasives, creating compost bins, harvesting winter seaweed for mulch,
and organizing spaces for students and visitors to sit, reflect, and learn.
An avid horticulturalist, Deb has taken many National Garden Clubs,
Inc courses and is also a UCONN Master Gardener. She shares her
knowledge with fellow club members, community members, as well as
the children and their parents of the Children’s Learning Garden.
Deb’s studies have led her to focus on soil. She is a “Regenerative No-
Till No Spray” gardener, tirelessly teaching others about the
importance of soil testing and organic amendments to care for and
respect the earth and its creatures. She has coordinated community
lectures on Regenerative Gardening at the Stonington Free Library and
continuously expands her knowledge of sustainable and regenerative
gardening practices.

To recommend a member for a Tribute Award send a Letter of
Recommendation to the Second Vice President by the May 31 deadline.
Tribute Awards are for a club member who has made an outstanding
contribution in one of the following categories: Civic Development;
Communication; Conservation; Design; Healing, Therapy and Senior
Gardening; Horticulture; Landscape Design; Photography; Youth. A
Tribute Award for All-Around Excellence is also offered. Any member of
The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut is eligible.

WIS v A D QW A
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TRIBUTE AWARD IN PHOTOGRAPHY
MJ LANZILOTTA
Clinton Arbor Garden Club

Since joining the Clinton Arbor Garden Club a decade ago, M.J.
Lanzilotta has taken on several roles, all stemming from her interest in
photography. After retiring from Yale, she jumped headfirst into this
venture, buying a camera and equipment, and began taking photographs at
the club’s monthly meetings. She has gone on to “capture” nearly
everything the club does. In addition to photography, M.J. makes award-
winning videos, special presentations, and promotional materials to
advertise the club’s programs and projects. She created the club’s website,
which was submitted to NGC for a National Award. When the local
former news editor asked to be replaced, M.J. willingly stepped up to the
plate taking on that job. As of January, M.J has accepted the seat of Vice
President for the club, while continuing to document all the club does.
You may visit the club’s website at the link below to see M.J.’s work or
watch one of her videos, to see firsthand her dedication and talent.
https://clintonarborgardenclub.org

TRIBUTE AWARD FOR YOUTH
AMY TYSON
Rowayton Gardeners

Amy Tyson has been a member of Rowayton Gardeners for more than
a decade. From her first day, she introduced multiple dynamic events and
program ideas that have resounded with members and the community. As
Programs Chair, she demonstrates a remarkable instinct for retaining first-
rate speakers for meetings, that draw large crowds of members, the
community and members of neighboring garden clubs. Of note, she has
designed an extraordinarily popular puppet show for local kindergarteners
in which a squirrel puppet, an owl puppet and a boy puppet present the
benefits of growing your own produce. The puppet show introduces these
topics in a fun way. Amy regularly suggests creative intra-club program
ideas to enhance familiarity and sociability among members. In addition,
the field trips she organizes are sold out immediately and draw rave
reviews. Amy is a leading member of the strategic planning committee,
building solid good will with the community in all aspects of gardening.
Kevinw Tepas
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TRIBUTE AWARD FOR
ALL AROUND EXCELLENCE
KAREN PATTERSON
The Durham Garden Club

Karen Patterson is a lifelong resident of Durham. From an early age,
Karen learned to enjoy working in the family nursery growing flowers and
became a member of The Durham Garden Club in April 2013 after
retiring from her career of 48 years as a registered nurse at Middlesex
Hospital. Karen has served on most committees of The Durham Garden
Club, in addition to Second Vice President, Co-Vice President, and as
President for the past 2 years. When membership was declining, Karen
successfully tried new ideas to increase and retain membership. She
changed the meeting day from Thursday to Saturday mornings to
accommodate working members and students, opened membership to
young members (like her high school-aged granddaughter), encouraged
husbands and other male members to join, and appointed several men as
honorary members after they helped with many garden club projects.
Karen is always available to step in and roll up her sleeves and help with
projects, with kindness and respect. She encourages new ideas while
honoring traditions that bring members together such as the float for the
Memorial Day Parade and Holiday wreath-making workshops. She opens
her home for meetings, workshops, and club gatherings. Highlights from
her tenure with the club include a recent long neglected Community Center
Garden renovation which she chaired. She applied for and received
funding from The Connecticut Valley Education Foundation to start the
project, formed a committee, and created a master plan using native plants
and organic methods and followed the principles of “The Pollinator
Pathway”. Club members state: “Karen's gift is that, while she is
incredibly capable herself, she lets other members shine, encouraging
them to share their thoughts and ideas. She is a gentle leader, respectful
of others with a contagious positive attitude. As a result, she has created a
team atmosphere that allows the club to thrive. Karen fully represents the
mission of The Durham Garden Club to the members and the community.”
Karen’s philosophy is “Being a Garden Club member is a high calling. It
demands rare qualities and insight to a ‘Better Way of Life.” It means
giving more than taking; doing without seeking recognition; working in
the interests of the present generation as well as those who shall inherit the
work in the future.”
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THE FEDERATION AWARDS

Vonice Carr, Awards Chair and Committee
(For work performed between June 1, 2023, and May 31, 2024)

THE LILLIAN M. RATHBUN AWARD
Established in 1990 in memory of former Federation President Lillian
M. Rathbun, a member of the Lyme Garden Club. This award may be

presented annually to an individual involved in all phases of garden club
work. This award is considered the highest award presented to an
individual garden club member.

Our 2024 Lillian M. Rathbun Award recipient is Ann Marie Stone.
For 50 years, Ann Marie has shown unsurpassed dedication to The
Garden Club of New Milford. You cannot name a committee or
elected or appointed position that she hasn’t held. She served 9
years as President, 16 years as Program Chair, 20 years as Plant Sale
Chair and 25 years as Chairperson of the Garden at the Historical
Society. She attended Flower Show School and provided many
years of support to Federation activities. She advised Jeanne
Garvey, State Representative, on establishing native gardens at the
newly created Lover’s Leap State Park. She headed a committee that
donated plants from their gardens and physically planted the
extensive site. She is on the Board of Weantinogue Land Trust.
She was the Litchfield County Volunteer of the Year. She renovated
the garden in front of Town Hall. She received a citation from the
Elliott Pratt Nature Center for her work in public gardens. She
currently serves on the New Milford ‘Bee City’ Committee and is
responsible for the gardens in front of the All-Wars Memorial and
Vietnam Memorial. For Ann’s unsurpassed dedication to her club
and the town of New Milford, we honor her with the Lillian M.
Rathbun Award.
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THE LUCILLE SCHAVOIR AWARD

Established in 1978, this award may be presented annually to a club for
outstanding garden club work during the June 1 through May 31 awards
year. This award is considered the highest award presented to a club.

Each year while reviewing these award applications, we look for a club
that is just doing everything, supporting their community, improving
their community, volunteering in their community, and making a
difference in their community. This year we recognize The West
Hartford Garden Club for their outstanding work in their community
with The Lucille Schavoir Award. Their club members are active in
every aspect of garden club activities.

Civic Development - created a Seed Library and packaged 6,730
native seed packets, many from their own gardens and offered
gardening support to the community.

Environment - established a pollinator garden at Spicebush
Swamp Park and committed to a long-term improvement plan.
Environment — promoted Earth Day with programs and
distributed native plants in seed balls for planting in home
gardens.

Conservation - National Garden Clubs recognized their work at
Spicebush Swamp Park with a Certificate of Merit.

Conservation — created a Pollinator Pathway at Spicebush Swamp
Park

Arboreal - planted 30 native trees in Spicebush Swamp Park.
Healing, Therapy and Senior Gardening — provided a monthly
flower arranging workshop at Alfred Plant Housing.

Historic, Memorial and Public Gardens — renovated the pathways
at the Dooryard Gardens at historic Noah Webster House.
Horticulture - replanted the berms at EIm Grove Apartments and
donated enough plants from members gardens to create 5 more
gardens.

Public Relations - increased in membership by 30 over 2 years to
120 members.

Youth - work with the children of the Hillcrest Avenue
Neighborhood Outreach Center on gardening and environmental
arts and crafts.

Congratulations to The West Hartford Garden Club.
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CIVIC DEVELOPMENT
Diane Pizzo, Chair

LEE BAUERFELD BEAUTIFICATION AWARD

Established in 2002 in memory of former Federation President Lee
Bauerfeld by the Branford Garden Club. This award may be presented
annually to a club or individual for an outstanding civic project that benefits
the community both aesthetically and environmentally and is designed to
encourage further improvement.

A small Town Green in Woodbury’s Hotchkissville Historic District was
cared for many years by nearby residents who planted a cherry tree and
some annuals. A few years ago, the Pomperaug Valley Garden Club
decided to create an unexpected oasis of natural beauty to greet locals and
travelers as they merge from two state roads and earned this year’s Lee
Bauerfeld Beautification Award. Club members planted bulbs,
perennials, and various seasonal plantings. With help from the town that
mows the grass, some residents, and club members, the garden is regularly
weeded, pruned, and mulched to keep its rustic beauty. Since the garden
is on a traffic island, water must be transported to the site, reminiscent of
the Village of Hotchkissville’s rural agricultural past. Aesthetically the
garden changes with the seasons, the centerpiece is the Cherry Tree,
surrounded by crocus, daffodils, tulips, grape hyacinths, pansies, petunias,
Shasta daisies, heather, dwarf sunflowers, and zinnias.

CIVIC CREATIVITY AWARD
Established in 2007 by the Suffield Garden Club, Inc., this award is
presented to a club for an unusual or outstanding and creative project in
the category of civic development.

Town & Country Garden Club of Newtown created a scarecrow that
had residents flocking to view the Newtown Parks and Recreation
Scarecrow Contest. Uniquely designed to show off natural ornamentation,
club members brainstormed and worked together on this sculpture of
natural beauty. Starting with a mannequin head, club members used wood,
chicken wire, hay bales, burlap, juniper berries, ornamental grass,
cornstalks, Japanese andromeda, hydrangea blooms, pinecones, acorns,
and sumac to create a female sculpture. Displayed in all her glory, earned
the Town’s award for Most Original and our Civic Creativity Award.
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PRESIDENTS’ AWARD
Established in 1985 to honor all former State Federation Presidents by
former Federation President Sally Shumway (1983-1985). This award
may be presented to a club for an outstanding community project.

During the week of Memorial Day, the All-Wars Monument on the New
Milford Green was a field of red poppies to honor veterans. The Garden
Club of New Milford planned and oversaw the knitting, crocheting, and
assembly of 2,500 red poppies. This community effort included members
of the senior center, local church groups, and the VFW Women’s
Auxiliary who knitted and crocheted the poppies into service. The red
poppies were then strategically installed on the lawn of the town green. In
a coordinated effort, after the Memorial Day holiday, the poppies are
removed, cleaned, and stored by the VFW. A community tradition created,;
the poppies will be reinstalled every Memorial Day. The Garden Club of
New Milford created worldwide connections by including poppies
received from garden clubs in Australia, New Zealand, and Canada. The
Garden Club of New Milford’s Red Poppies were an outstanding project
that honored veterans and engaged the local and worldwide community
and earned The Presidents’ Award.

AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

Small Club (Membership 1-29)

Daytime Gardeners of North Haven designed and maintain the Reading
Garden at the local town library. This year they decided it was time to
replace the old picnic table. The Reading Garden table is heavily used by
the community for lunch and other projects. The Club researched options
and worked with the library director to select a table that coordinated with
the garden environment, constructed with eco-friendly materials, and easy
to maintain. The club provided funding to purchase the table. The
Community has a new place to relax and appreciate the Reading Garden.
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Medium Club (Membership 30 to 59)

Enfield Garden Club received an American Rescue Plan Act grant of
$2,500 to purchase, install, and maintain four Little Free Libraries on the
grounds of each of the Enfield Community Gardens. Over 100 gardening
and environmental books were purchased or donated by club members to
place in each of the libraries. The libraries are now an integral part of the
Community Gardens, providing a curated collection for our littlest
gardeners, basic “how-to” books for beginning gardeners, and advanced
resources for the green thumbs.

Large Club (Membership 60 to 99)
The indoor plants at the Trumbull Library are donated and maintained by
members of The Long Hill Garden Club. The plants enhance the library
for patrons and staff alike, inspiring joy and appreciation of nature’s work
and amplify the NGC and The Federation’s message, Care for our Air.
Club members are responsible for watering, fertilizing, pruning, and even
singing to the plants.

Extra Large Club (Membership 100+)

The West Hartford Garden Club collaborated with the West Hartford
Public Library to create a Seed Library. The project’s goal was to get seeds
into the hands of experienced and novice gardeners alike, and to offer
support and assistance to help them succeed. Club Members packaged
6,730 seed packets including 309 different genera, 81 different types of
flowers, 7 fruits, and 228 different veggie species representing enormous
biodiversity. The Club engaged local businesses and organizations such as
Ocean State Job Lot and the UCONN Master Gardeners Seed Grant to
source seeds and supplies. This widely popular project is ongoing and will
continue to encourage the community to garden.

Club Certificates of Achievement

The Garden Club of Brookfield decided to update the town welcome
sign display. This garden is located at a busy intersection making the
plantings easily visible to drivers, but difficult to maintain. To increase
visibility and appeal the Club created and installed four-foot-high
decorative wooden garden stakes. On the first day of Spring, nine wooden
tulips were “planted” in the garden on the wooden stakes adding a
welcome splash of color. On the first day of Summer, the tulips were
replaced with colorful wooden birdhouses. Enthusiastic responses to a
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Facebook post confirmed that the community noticed and appreciated the
new garden installation.

Beautify Clinton Inside and Out! was a year-long program dedicated to
engage the community by the Clinton Arbor Garden Club. Club
members planted and tended 24 garden barrels and celebrated Arbor Day
by planting an EIm Tree at the Post Office. The club decorated the three
town gazebos during the holidays and made floral arrangements for town
historical houses. The club involved civic organizations, local businesses,
and town offices in their activities. Donations received were donated to
the town’s Food for All Garden. The community noticed and expressed
appreciation for the Club’s success in Beautify Clinton Inside and Out

The Leete’s Island Garden Club provides weekly colonial-style flower
arrangements during the summer months to Hyland House Museum, 84
Boston St., Guilford. Club members provide flowers and plants that were
readily available for farm families for the artistic arrangements showcased
in colonial -style containers featuring period floral style designs.

Manchester Garden Club continued its annual tradition of decorating the
c. 1785 Cheney Homestead Museum for the holiday season, aiming to
evoke the charm and elegance of the late 18th century. The objective was
to create a festive atmosphere that would delight visitors while honoring
historical traditions. This year, the Club chose a theme of ‘Industrious
Elves’ to highlight the Homestead’s new clockmaking exhibit. The
decoration project exemplifies the Manchester Garden Club’s dedication
to historic preservation and community engagement.

Certificate Of Individual Achievement

Gail Diminico of Town and Country Garden Club of Newtown has
quietly and efficiently created a new sphere of activity for our members,
named Community Outreach. Since 2021, she notified our members of
outreach activities sponsored by the Newtown Parks and Recreation, the
Lions Club, Habitat for Humanity, Newtown Youth and Family Services,
the Newtown Senior Center, the Newtown Forest Association, and Friends
of Newtown Seniors. Thanks to her guidance and reminders, members
became involved in invasive plant removal, spring clean-up, gardening
assistance for the elderly, a scarecrow contest to support local parks, and
participation in Lose the Litter on Earth Day. She encouraged members to
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learn more about environmental efforts in our town, such as the Pollinator
Pathway and the Pootatuck Watershed Association. Closer to home, Gail
spearheaded two projects for our own members. When a members died
suddenly in August 2022, Gail organized many club members for
workdays to help elderly members with their garden tasks. Gail has
brought a new dimension to the club’s objective “to encourage and assist
with civic projects”. She has widened our group’s connections to the
community and given club members new volunteer opportunities.

Club Citations.

The Garden Club of New Milford turned 100 in 2023! The Club threw
a FLOWER POWER party for the whole town to celebrate. The party had
activities for every age group. Activities included a flower show,
children’s crafts, and face painting. Educational presentations on
beekeeping, breeding of Monarch Butterflies, and information on invasive
plants and birds. It would not be a party without music and cookies. Happy
100" year!

In celebration of their 100th anniversary, The Garden Club of Old
Greenwich created a float decorated with crepe paper flowers for the
Memorial Day Parade. Club members walked in the parade and distributed
seed packets of zinnias with the Club’s 100-year logo. In memory of those
first Garden Club of Old Greenwich gardeners from a century ago, two
members dressed in 1920°’s garb, and carried the club’s 100th-anniversary
banner as they marched in the parade.

Individual Citation

In honor to The Garden Club of New Milford’s 100" Anniversary, Janet
Parsons planned, organized, collaborated, and coordinated the unveiling
of the Blue Star Memorial marker with WWII Veterans, garden club
members, local officials, town members and high school students playing
“Taps’ for a touching and memorable experience.




ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS & CONSERVATION
Holly Kocet Chair
Holly.kocet@ctgardenclubs.org

CONSERVATION AWARD
Established in 2002 in memory of former Federation President Jeanne
Lena, a former member of The Thames River Garden Club. This award
may be presented to an individual, couple, or group for excellence in
conservation.

The Conservation Award is presented to The Leete’s Island Garden
Club for participating in planting native tidal wetland grasses for the Town
of Guilford’s wetland protection project at Chittenden Park. In September,
LIGC members worked with members of Guilford’s Sustainable Task
Force and five Coastal Management grad students to plant native grasses
to mitigate runoff and flooding due to road construction. In May, an
additional two thousand grass plugs were planted by members and town
employees to protect Long Island Sound from nitrogen polluting runoff
and to prevent beach erosion.

PAULINE B. TYLER AWARD
Established in 1990 in memory of former Federation President Pauline
B. Tyler, a member of the Glastonbury Garden Club, by the Federation’s
Board of Directors. This award may be presented annually to an
individual, couple, garden club or group for excellence in promoting
conservation or conservation legislation.

The Pauline B. Tyler Award is presented to The Wilton Garden Club
for WON (Wilton’s Own Natives). The project involved over 2 years of
collecting, cleaning, sowing and growing native seeds from known garden
sources and Eco-59 seed suppliers. Each spring, the committee sells part
of last year’s overwintered crop to fund the project. Some plants stay on
as mother plants and the rest are given to local gardens/landscapes. The
goal is to introduce more genetically resilient native plants to existing and
new gardens in Wilton. The Wilton Garden Club is ahead of the curve for
making local native ecotype plants available in their town.
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Club Certificate of Achievement — Conservation

A Club Certificate of Achievement is presented to The Long Hill Garden
Club for their Earth Day Family Celebration to educate the public on
companion planting, native plants and invasive species. Members also
shared The Federation’s President’s theme “Care for Our Air”. To reduce
paper use, their informational materials for the event included QR codes
that participants could scan with their phones.

Certificate of Individual Achievement — Conservation

The Certificate of Individual Achievement is shared by lvy Plis and
Manly Church of The Thames River Garden Club, who are
instrumental in keeping club members informed on environmental and
conservation concerns. The well researched issues include rain gardens,
water protection, recycling efforts, tips for energy savings and invasive
species.

A Certificate of Individual Achievement is presented to Jane Eyes of The
Westport Garden Club, who is the Civic chairperson for the garden at
Earthplace. Her approach to “gentle gardening” has been eye-opening to
members of their club, for example, she advocates for Leaving the Leaves
to protect essential caterpillars and beneficial insects. Under her
leadership, the Earthplace gardens are thriving, and members appreciate
the knowledge she shares.

Individual Citations — Conservation

Jackie Acri-Garofalo keeps The Greenfield Hill Garden Club well
informed on conservation efforts such as “Penny Pines”, “CT Lights Out”,
and “Stamping Out Lantern Flies.” She collects pumpkins for school
composting and broken holiday light strings for recycling. Jackie shared
52 lectures, zooms, events and articles with members, from CT Audubon,
Aspetuck Land Trust, Save the Sound and Sustainable Fairfield and local
libraries and nurseries. She is our Club Conservation champion.

Elizabeth O’Connor, The Garden Club of New Milford is recognized
for the wealth of information that she shares on pollinators, natives and
birds, and her ambitious project to bring 1500 blooming daffodils and
wildflowers to the public gardens of New Milford.
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ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS AWARD
Established in 1993, this award is presented to a club or individual for
outstanding involvement in areas of environmental awareness.

The Environmental Awareness Award is presented to The Garden
Club of New Haven for their participation in the NexTrex Plastic
Challenge. Members collected and recycled 540.5 pounds of plastic bags
and film in six months, helping to keep plastic out of the waste stream.
Efforts included weighing, consolidating and transporting plastic to the
Trex recycle bins. Garden Club of New Haven members involved the
Foote School students to help collect plastic and members provided
materials to educate students on the environmental impact of plastics.
More information at https://nextrex.com

Club Certificate of Achievement — Environment

The West Hartford Garden Club participated in the Connecticut Lights
Out Conservation Project. They post information on the club Facebook
and Instagram pages to highlight the importance of darkening the skies for
wildlife, especially migrating birds during peak migration periods. They
organized an interactive event at the public library in April in collaboration
with Parks and Rec and the Hartford Audubon Society to bring
Connecticut Lights Out director, Meredith Barges to the event.

Certificates of Individual Achievement - Environment

A Certificate of Individual Achievement is presented to Malaine
Trecoske of the Branford Garden Club. A Master Gardener and
Composter, Malaine is a much sought after speaker in Branford on
conservation issues for her knowledge and presentation style. Malaine’s
most recent presentation, “Waste Not, Want Not” has been presented to
several organizations including the Branford Land Trust.

Gina Cocchiola is The West Hartford Garden Club Coordinator of the
garden club’s TREX Community Challenge with the West Hartford Land
Trust. She organized and trained volunteers, drafted instructions, ordered
all picked up deposits, weighed them, and reported the weight back to the
land trust for credit with TREX. The club’s collection boxes are set up at
the local library. She used email, social media channels, and word of
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mouth to increase the soft plastic donations. Two TREX benches have
been received and the club is well on their way to earning number three.

Club Citations -The Environment

Daytime Gardeners of North Haven’s members participated in the
Town Trek challenge. The Club’s objective was to increase awareness Of
bird conservation. Their challenge asked participants to correctly identify
birds by matching photos with names. Their information table also
included informational handouts on plants and habitat that supports birds.

The North Haven Garden Club is recognized for their involvement in
stopping three neon billboard signs from being installed along 1-91 in
North Haven. These signs would operate 24-7 and flash every 7 seconds.
Members were active in voicing concerns with written and oral testimony
and in notifying residents of the negative impacts of neon billboards in
their neighborhoods.

ARBOREAL AWARDS

Established in 1984, these awards may be presented for an outstanding
Arbor Day or tree-planting project.

Small Club (Membership 1-29)

The Arboreal Award for a Small Club is presented to the Daytime
Gardeners of North Haven for planting native Swamp White Oak,
Quercus bicolor, Black Tupelo, Nyssa sylvatica, and Sweet Gum,
Liquidambar styraciflua, saplings. Club members collaborated on this
project with the local land trust and Girl Scouts. Prior to planting, members
talked with the Scouts about the importance of trees to the environment
and instructed them on how to plant and care for trees.

Medium Club (Membership 30-59)
The Arboreal Award for a Medium club is presented to The Garden Club
of Newtown for planting a Swamp Oak, Quercus bicolor. This tree is a
companion to an Oak planted seven years ago for a former Federation
President’s Theme “Mighty Oak”. Each tree was enhanced with native
understory plants that created a “soft landing” area beneath the tree canopy
to preserve overwintering caterpillars and beneficial insects.
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Large Club (Membership 60-99)
The Arboreal Award for a Large Club is presented to The Garden Club
of Old Greenwich for planting five Flowering Dogwood, Cornus florida,
at Binney Park. The Club’s Planting Committee collaborated with the
Greenwich Tree Warden and Greenwich Tree Conservancy.

Extra-Large Club (Membership 100+)

The Arboreal Award for an Extra-large Club is presented to the Garden
Club of Madison for their Mad4Trees program, which had a goal of
planting 200 native trees by May 2026. That goal was achieved in April
2023, so the club set a new goal for planting 1,000 native trees by May
2026. The club’s aim is to raise awareness of the Climate Crisis and its
impact on Madison, create a positive civic campaign, provide
collaborative projects for residents, businesses and local organizations,
and encourage the future of environmental stewardship in Madison.

Club Citations — Arboreal

A Club Citation is presented to the Branford Garden Club, partnering
with the Bartlett Tree Company, for a giveaway of 150 Eastern Redbud,
Cersis canadensis, saplings at their plant sale.

A Club Citation is presented to the Clinton Arbor Garden Club for
planting an Eastern Redbud, Cersis canadensis, in collaboration with the
Clinton Tree Committee.

A Club Citation is presented to The Leete’s Island Garden Club for their
give-away of 100 Eastern Redbud, Cersis canadensis, tree saplings at
Guilford’s Earth Day Celebration to promote the planting of native trees.

A Club Citation is presented to The Garden Club of New Haven for
planting three native Maple trees, Acer, and one Eastern Redbud, Cersis
canadensis, on the New Haven Green.

A Club Citation is presented to The West Hartford Garden Club for
planting 30 native trees at Wolcott Park Children’s Forest entryway and at
Spicebush Swamp Park, including Acer rubrum, Red Maple, Nyssa
sylvatica, Sweet Gum, Betula nigra River Birch, Juniperus virginiana,
Eastern Cedar, Quercus bicolor, Swamp White Oak, Cornus alternifolia,
Pagoda Dogwood, Salix discolor, Pussy Willow, Asimina triloba Paw-
paw, and Amelanchier canadensis, Serviceberry.
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The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut

CLUB FLOWER SHOW AWARDS
Pat Dray and Mary Ann Tyma
Judges Council Co-Chairs

Flower Show Award of Achievement
Given for a Flower Show evaluated and scoring 90+
Garden Club of Old Greenwich
and
Riverside Garden Club
The Great American Flower Show
An NGC Small Standard Flower Show

Flower Show Citation - Schedule
For an outstanding schedule
Garden Club of Old Greenwich
and
Riverside Garden Club
The Great American Flower Show

Flower Show Citation — Staqing

For distinguished staging
Garden Club of Old Greenwich
and
Riverside Garden Club
The Great American Flower Show




Tapestry of Design-2024
This award, established in 2006 by former Federation President Sherry
Sanelli (2005-2007), tied into her President’s theme of ‘Growing by
Design/Tapestry of Design’.

The Garden Club of Old Greenwich is presented the Tapestry of
Design Award for their participation in Old Greenwich’s Art in the Park.
The club sponsored an interactive nature-inspired art project. It featured
many varieties of leaves, especially those with prominent veining. Using
water based colored markers, children, the primary craft activity
participants, colored the back of the leaves in a rainbow of colors and then
pressed those leaves onto card stock. The participants were then able to
take their artwork home along with the leaf identification provide by club
members.
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A club or multiple clubs working together may apply or be
nominated for the Tapestry of Design Award. To apply, a
description of the Show, Program or Project should not exceed three
pages, including photos, and should be sent to the Chair of Judges
Council (JC), electronically by the May 31 deadline. The Judges
Council Chair will then forward the Award Application to the
Judges Council Awards Committee, which will make the decision.
The JC Awards Committee will report the designated winner to the
Federation’s Awards Chair by July 1.

There is not a common application form for this award. A letter of
nomination and supporting documentation sent to the Judges Council
Chair is sufficient. Contact the FGCCT Office for the email of the Judges
Council Chair.
office@ctgardenclubs.org
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HEALING, THERAPY & SENIOR GARDENING

Rosemary Bonaguide, Chair
rosemary.bonaguide@ctgardenclubs.org

AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

Medium Club (Membership 30-59)
Duck River Garden Club of Old Lyme has partnered with Bride Brook
Rehabilitation & Nursing Center to organize and implement “workshops”
with the residents of the facility. The committee is comprised of twelve
members who meet at Bride Brook seven or eight times a year to plan the
workshops for sixteen residents per session. Members donate greens and
flowers from their gardens. This outreach program is several years old.

Extra Large Club (Membership 100+)
The West Hartford Garden Club rejuvenated two large berms at EIm
Grove Apartments. These two areas were designed and planted in 2009
and now needed redesigning and new plantings. The club worked in
conjunction with the W. H. Housing Authority, a landscaper and an EIm
Grove resident. Club members donated perennials from their gardens to
create five more gardens.

Club Certificates of Achievement

Clinton Arbor Garden Club has continued their holiday centerpieces for
the local Memory Care facility with the Parade of Pumpkins. Club
members participated in this project by producing, delivering and
interacting with the residents and staff.

Certificates Of Individual Achievement

Quiet Corner Garden Club’s first year Chairperson of the Civic
Committee, Michelle Lengyel, organized and led several projects this
year. Working with the Thompson Ecumenical Empowerment Group and
ten senior citizens of the Pomfret Senior Center, Michelle held “Bloom
Forcing” and planting workshops which enabled the Seniors to take their
projects home.
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The Thames River Garden Club members Sheila Elliott, Mary Ellen
Hagen and Peggy Schepp-Ashkenazi have been overseeing the Garden
Therapy Greenhouse Program at York Women’s Correctional Institution
for more than three decades. The goal is to improve the inmates’ self-
esteem by teaching gardening skills through weekly workshops.

Club Citations

Branford Garden Club has a long-standing relationship with several
community organizations. The Garden Therapy Committee’s year-round
commitment to provide horticultural activities on a weekly basis and on
holidays provides physical and social interaction with many residents that
live and participate in these organizations.

The Garden Club of Old Greenwich made forty-five red and white
holiday bouquets for the residents of The Parsonage Cottage. Each
bouquet had a handmade holiday greeting tag attached. The greens were
gathered from thirty-five members’ yards. After the bouquets were
assembled and packed into boxes, members delivered the bouquets to The
Parsonage Cottage residents.

Individual Citations
Manchester Garden Club’s co-chairs of Programs, Linda Snyder and
Kate Deasy, were instrumental in contacting the Manchester Housing
Authority’s cooperation in providing the Ada Lane Congregate housing
with holiday arrangements. In December 2023, fifty-eight garden club
members met to decorate sixty holiday mugs with red and white carnations
and greens from members’ backyards. Upon leaving Ada Lane, the
Housing Authority consented to have the garden club return in May 2024
to coordinate and plant the residents’ selection of annuals. Residents were
instructed on testing the soil for dryness and how to water the containers.

The West Hartford Garden Club’s Susan Lindberg has been a garden
club member for twenty years. She has been Chairperson of the Garden
Therapy Committee for ten years and has also served in other club
capacities. Eight years ago, Susan added a flower arranging workshop for
seniors and disabled residents of Alfred E Plant Housing. These monthly
workshops accommodate eighteen residents.
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HISTORIC, MEMORIAL AND PUBLIC GARDENS
Nancy LaBianca, Chair
nancy.labianca@ctgardenclubs.org

AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

Medium Club (Membership 30-59)

Riverside Garden Club restored the colonial kitchen herb and medicinal
garden at Putnam Cottage. The objective of the project was to recreate a
1700’s untended fenced garden to educate visitors on medicinal and
culinary uses of herbs of the time. New pathways allow for access to the
garden where visitors can take a self-guided “What’s in the Garden” tour
and learn about a list of plants researched and compiled by the club. This
project, dedicated with a new bronze plaque, allowed the club to
participate in all aspects of the process from planning, fund-raising, hands-
on implementation and support. The result was an opportunity for the
Club to establish communications with the Putnam Cottage Board to
provide educational and support services for this historical community
asset.

Large Club (Membership 60 — 99)

Pomperaug Valley Garden Club completed restoration of the kitchen
garden, an essential part of colonial life, at Hurd House to its original
Adelma Simmons’ plan. Built In 1680, Hurd House is the oldest one over
one-room house in Woodbury and Litchfield County that is still standing
on the original property. The Club restored this valuable and historical
garden as an important example and teaching tool for visitors to the
garden.

On a perfectly ‘glorious day’ the Pomperaug Valley Garden Club
planned, coordinated and installed a Blue Star Memorial in Woodbury CT.
This project was first conceived in 2021. It is the 24th Blue Star marker
in Connecticut. At the dedication, the Club was joined by members of the
Lions Club, American Legion and First Selectman Barbara Perkinson who
read a proclamation that May 4, 2024, be a Blue Star Salute Day. The
ceremony was attended by 150 people including cadets from the Naval
Academy and local Boy Scouts. While the marker is dedicated to those
that have served our country, the garden was dedicated to long serving
Club member, Ofelia TeeKing, (1936-2022).
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Club Certificates of Achievement

Clinton Arbor Garden Club is recognized for their continuing
refurbishing, placement and enhancements at Sally Mac’s Faerie Garden
Wee Villages at “Old Brick” the Clinton Historical Society’s
Headquarters. Volunteers provide their support to the garden that has
become a destination and delight for many residents and visitors alike.

On September 6, 2023, the Evergreen Country Gardeners gathered to
celebrate the 30th anniversary of the creation of and caring for the Paul
Love Garden on Main Street in the center of Glastonbury. Through the
combined input of many persons, the Paul Love Garden was lovingly
cared for and prepared for Glastonbury’s tercentenary events. First as the
Country Gardeners of Glastonbury and now as the merged Evergreen
Country Gardeners, the Paul Love Garden is dedicated to the memory of
a much-loved member and fellow gardener.

The Garden Club of Old Greenwich successfully renovated the historic
Butterfly Garden at Greenwich Point that had fallen into disrepair.
Through the efforts of many club members, this award-winning garden has
become a Monarch Way Station and a source of community pride and
education. A dedicated team of gardeners and volunteers consistently
plant, weed and care for this environmentally conscious garden.

With the idea for a garden to honor Pat Papini’s son, Michael, and others
with a memorial garden, Quiet Corner Garden Club started by clearing
an inhospitable piece of land of poison ivy among other weeds and over
several years turned it into a beautiful garden dedicated as the Papini
Memorial Garden in 2024. Club members felt that there was “no more
compassionate or supportive way for them to honor and share in the
personal grief than to be by their side while they heal”. This garden is an
expression of this ideal.

The West Hartford Garden Club has cared for the Dooryard Garden at
the historic Noah Webster House since 1967. Recently the club has turned
this garden into a lush and more navigable space thanks to the hard work
of a team of dedicated club volunteers. Paths around the beds were
completely redone allowing for greater access for visitors. The Club
continues to support the garden as needed.
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Certificate Of Individual Achievement

The Garden Club of Orange is pleased to nominate Diane Geary for the
holiday decorations at the historic Osborne — Kellogg Homestead in
Derby. The staff selects the theme for the holiday decorations, assigning
each participating Garden Club a different room. Diane accepts the
assigned room, requests ideas, involves club members in all phases of the
decorating process including conducting workshops for handcrafting
decorations. Osborne — Kellogg Homestead is open and free to the public
from the last week of November thru the third week of December.
Daytime as well as candlelight tours are offered, and Diane often serves
as a tour-guide. Diane is a consummate Garden Club member who
upholds the standards set by the National Garden Clubs, Inc. Gail Nixow

Club Citations

Manchester Garden Club along with The Perennial Planters Garden
Club of Manchester has worked closely with the Town of Manchester to
maintain the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Park Garden for nearly 40 years.
It is a replica of the Vietnam War Memorial in Washington DC and lists
the names of 14 fallen soldiers from Manchester and is a highlight of the
Memorial Day Parade. The garden is open all year and provides shady
area seating among its trees and the Knock-Out Roses provide stunning
red blossoms all summer long.

The Garden Club of New Milford is recognized for the establishment of
a Pollinator Garden to honor New Milford’s designation as a ‘Bee City’.
New Milford is the first municipality in Connecticut designated as
protecting pollinators.

Individual Citations

The original 9-11 Memorial Garden in Madison was established one year
after the tragic events in 2001 and was designed to honor Madison
residents lost in the attacks. Garden Club of Madison assumed
responsibility from the Town in 2021. With the assistance and expertise of
Donna Lenkeit, Marleen Pacelli and Lee Haines the garden was
replanted with colorful shade tolerant plants, which refreshed the garden
to its former glory. It provides the Town a fitting memorial and a place to
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reflect and remember Dianne Bullis-Snyder, Anthony Demas, Peter
Gelinas and Robert Peraza. The garden is a point of pride for Garden Club
of Madison members.

Noah Webster House Dooryard Garden Co-Chairs Susan Grew and
Maureen Gould, of The West Hartford Garden Club, worked tirelessly
to plan and oversee the complete renovation of the paths and fencing
around the garden. Early in the season, an underlayer of landscape cloth
was placed and topped with a thick layer of pea stone and sand before the
bricks were placed. This improvement provides a smooth walking surface
for visitors and volunteers at this National Historic Landmark.

GARDENING COUNCIL
Cheryl Cappiali, Gardening Consultants Council

Lovely Garden Award
This award is presented to someone who has demonstrated a love of
gardening. It was established in 2006 through a generous gift of $5,000
bequeathed by past member Penny Jarvis of Portland/Old Lyme. In the
spirit of its benefactor, a certificate and donation of $200 is presented to
a cause/charity of the recipient’s choice. Deadline to apply is August 15.
See the Awards Manual for application details.

SANDRA WOODFORD
The Garden Club of New Milford

This garden stood apart from the others in the categories of Design,
Creative Expression, Plant Material, and Overall Impression.

Sandra has chosen to donate the $200 award to Camella’s Cupboard
in New Milford. The mission of Camella's Cupboard is to provide
year-round hunger relief to children, seniors, and other vulnerable
populations in the Greater New Milford, CT community without

bias.
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HORTICULTURE AWARDS

Renee Marsh, Chair
renee.marsh@ctgardenclubs.org

ELLEN CARDER MEMORIAL AWARD
Established in 1971 in memory of Ellen Carder and her lifelong interest
and achievements in the field of horticulture. This award, a suitable book,
shall be presented annually to a garden club member for noteworthy
horticultural achievement.

Throughout the three and a half years that the horticulture committee
has published the Garden Club of Madison’s Horticulture
Bulletin, Denise Forrest has been instrumental in its success. Her
thorough research and beautifully written articles have garnered
praise from across the club. In the 2023/2024 season, Denise's
horticulture articles were the cornerstone and bulk of every issue,
featuring topics such as three major flower shows at the New
England Botanic Garden. She also highlighted native plants,
discussed the Northeast Seed Network, and covered various
horticulture events, workshops, and lectures. Additionally, Denise's
contributions included articles on harvesting herbs for winter use,
the Smooth Aster, the magic of moon gardens, changes in botanical
nomenclature, and fun facts and lore. Denise has also written other
articles under her own name in the "Beyond our Gardens™ section.
Moreover, Denise researched and selected the Annual Horticulture
Challenge's specimen miniature daffodil bulbs for exhibit in the
club’s March 2024 Horticulture Show. She produced "How to
Grow" tip sheets and assembled 60 packages for distribution at the
October meeting. Denise's level of effort is unmatched, and her
passion for sharing her knowledge about supporting wildlife,
including pollinators, through planting native plants and using
sound ecological gardening practices, is greatly appreciated by our
100+ member club.
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MARY FRENG SHERLEY MEMORIAL AWARD
Established in 1988 in memory of Mary Freng Sherley, a member of the
Garden Club of Old Greenwich. This award is presented to an individual
or club for horticultural excellence

Branford Garden Club revamped their plant sale by eliminating
plastic pots and peat-based potting media. They collaborated with
CowPot Farm in East Canaan, CT, to use biodegradable cow pots
made from composted cow manure. The club developed an
alternative potting soil using coir, compost from Blue Earth
Composting, which is created from food waste collection, and
vermiculite from CowPot Farm. The final mix was prepared in
wheelbarrows and distributed in galvanized tubs at membership
meetings.

Challenges included adjusting watering techniques for cow pots
under grow lights and rethinking the hardening-off process, as cow
pots can't be left in the rain. Over 900 plants were grown and
transported, with signs instructing careful handling of the fragile
pots. Educating consumers and members about the environmental
costs of plastic pots and peat products was successful.

The club also addressed the issue of jumping worms through
newsletters, eblasts, and sale signs, assuring the public of their
preventive measures such as the use of alternative soil and/or
washing of roots before potting, or offering bare rooted plants.
Additionally, they brought in native plants often mistaken for
weeds, like goldenrods and heart-leaved asters, to help people
recognize their ecological importance and beauty, encouraging them
to keep these plants in their gardens.
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JOYCE P. HARRIS AWARD
Established in 2002 in memory of Joyce P. Harris, a member of The
Garden Club of New Haven and the 2002 Bronze Medal recipient. This
award is presented for outstanding horticultural achievement by a club,
individual or group in their community.

During Madeleine Hexter’s tenure as The West Hartford Garden
Club’s Civic Projects Chair, a native pollinator garden was installed at
Spicebush Swamp Park, located on Mountain Road in West Hartford. The
park was a much neglected, but ecologically vital and ecologically
sensitive natural space. Madeleine had the pollinator bed certified and
added to the Pollinator Pathway. By spurring the club on by planning and
planting this one pollinator garden, Madeleine made real her dream of
improving a small part of what was a very run-down area. She wanted to
invite pollinators back to an area primarily planted in sterile lawn and
invasive plants. With this project, she started a process that has developed
into key garden club project of several years. Her suggestions and
recommendations are integral to the successful restoration of small
sections of this 33-acre natural area. This project has been an asset to the
club and to the community with thanks to Madeleine’s vision, leadership,
organization, and persistence.

AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

Small Club (Membership 1-29)

Daytime Gardeners of North Haven organized several engaging
activities. One was a Cutting Flower Garden Exhibit, which aimed to
educate visitors on planning a 3-season cutting flower garden. Club
members prepared display boards, handouts, and a kids' craft activity that
showcased flower options and offered planning information. VVolunteers
managed the exhibit and utilized donated flowers plus materials from
previous presentations to minimize expenses. Additionally, a club
member designed a table arrangement for the CT Hospice's fundraising
raffle. The donation supported Hospice fundraising efforts while
showcasing the club's talents. In addition, the club participated in a
community holiday event, the Magical EIf House. They created a large
display themed "JOY!" using evergreens and red glass ornaments. The
exhibit aimed to demonstrate creative uses of evergreens, celebrate the
holidays and entertain families. Members collaborated with other
community organization to creatively design and execute the display.
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Medium Club (Membership 30-59)

In celebration of the Town & County Garden Club of Newtown’s 60"
year in 2024, the club reaffirmed their commitment to one of their historic
strengths: design prowess. Four dedicated members stepped forward to
mentor new members and reinforce good design principles. Despite the
suggestion of artistic designs at each meeting, few members exhibited,
which prompted the club to hold workshops to demonstrate and teach.
Entries were warmly critiqued, which fostered a supportive environment.
The popularity of the first workshop led the club to open the next
workshop to the public. Thanks to the encouragement of the design
leaders, some first-time exhibitors are now regular contributors. In
Workshop #1, attended by 24 members (66%), participants created
beautiful table arrangements for Thanksgiving, with all materials provided
by the club. Workshop #2 drew 7 community members and 22 club
members (61%). Though initially not a fundraiser, charging participants
$15 brought in approximately $450, which covered the material costs.
Feedback was overwhelmingly positive, and members expressed a desire
for more workshops. This initiative boosted design confidence and
engagement, carrying forward the club’s legacy of design excellence.
Future workshops are planned and include community involvement.
Special thanks go to Arline Shanley, Peggy Townsend, Barbara O’Connor,
and Margareta Kotch for their expertise and leadership.

Large Club (Membership 60 — 99)

Last fall, Suffield Garden Club planted 4,000 daffodil bulbs along the
roadside at four cemeteries and Hilltop Farm for high visibility. Four
different varieties were chosen to extend the bloom time. A Connecticut
company supplied the bulbs, and a local landscaper assisted. After Board
approval, two members oversaw the project and coordinated with site
managers for bulb placement in lawns, with an agreement not to mow until
the daffodil greens die back. Funding came from the 2022 Holiday House
Tour profits, and more locations will be planted as funds allow.
Maintenance will be handled by property owners’ contractors, with signs
posted to guide mowing schedules. The project has garnered positive
community feedback and ensures long-lasting, low-maintenance beauty.
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Certificates Of Individual Achievement

Branford Garden Club hosted an in-house horticulture specialty show,
"Bringing the Harvest Home." Judges Deb Vallas, Eunice Lasala, and
Leslie Martino judged over 100 entries by 14 club members. Awards were
given for Best in Show and a humorous Worst in Show for the most
spectacular specimen of an invasive plant. vy Bigelow Kim and Theresa
Donovan, both new members, did an amazing job of planning and
organizing for the show. Members learned on the fly and were introduced
a fun horticultural twist with a new "Invasives" section.

Branford Garden Club’s Larry Huzi’s boundless creativity was on
display in the 2023 Christmas window of the Branford Arts & Cultural
Alliance (BACA) gallery, on Main Street. Santa Claus was re-imagined
as a merman - Santa Neptune! To help create the illusion of being under
the waves, Larry used plant materials. He constructed Santa, complete
with a fish tail, and decorated as follows: the Santa jacket and hat were
trimmed in hydrangea; the hair was Spanish Moss; the scales on the tail
were Lambs Ear; the tail/fin was Ti and Aspidistra leaves. He was
surrounded by fish mobiles made of pinecones. Larry, garden club
members and the club’s grandchildren created the shell tree ornaments.
Multi-colored hydrangeas and grasses created a coral reef, and a gentle
alternating mode on the blue curtain light background/screen created the
sense of moving waves! Santa Neptune was a Main Street showstopper!

Teya Bell of Olde Ripton Garden Club led the initiative to establish a
seed library in conjunction with the Shelton Library System. The seed
library is a community-based initiative that facilitates the exchange of
seeds among local gardeners. There are a variety of seeds available
including herbs, vegetables, fruits, and annual and perennial flowers.
Members of the community are encouraged to contribute seeds from their
own plants as well. The seed library also provides educational resources
and support to help gardeners grow, harvest, and return seeds, ensuring the
library's ongoing viability and success. Teya's vision and leadership have
united the community, promoted gardening practices and fostered a spirit
of sharing and collaboration. By enlisting the support of fellow garden
club members and encouraging them to donate seeds, Teya has created a
valuable resource that benefits gardeners of all skill levels and contributes
to the local environment.
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Since joining the club in 2018, Nancy Murphy of The Westbrook
Garden Club has been on call to do her beautiful floral arrangements for
nearly every function. She created centerpieces for monthly meetings and
helped with table designs for both the Christmas party and the annual June
dinner. This year she scouted out fresh flower “deals” at Big Y, Whole
Foods, Trader Joe’s and just about anywhere she could beg, borrow, or
buy to make not just one, but three, five or more amazing designs for a
raffle. The proceeds helped to support the local Food Pantries and Soup
Kitchens and as an added plus several members each month happily
carried home one of her stunning designs. To date $1,064 has been raised
through her efforts.

Club Citations

The Garden Club of Brookfield held a garden tour to facilitate the
exchange of horticultural knowledge among members. A member took
charge of organizing six volunteers to showcase their gardens. Gardeners
have an inherent inclination to share their experiences, whether it's the
challenges of maintaining a garden or the delight of witnessing a plant
flourish. The visits to members' gardens provided a firsthand opportunity
to share these experiences. Each garden reflected its owner's unique style,
and the owners gladly shared anecdotes about their gardens' beauty. The
gathering concluded with an outdoor luncheon, allowing for enjoyable
social interactions among the club members.

The Garden Club of New Milford weeds, plants, waters, and cares for
the welcome signs on Rt. 7 at the New Milford Town Center entrance, the
Lynn Deming Park Memorial Garden, the Taxpayers Garden, The Mayor's
Garden, the Public Works Department Garden, The Wildlife Garden at the
Historical Society, the All-Wars Memorial Gardens on the town green, and
nine large concrete planters on Main St. This year, as a special project,
members crafted and painted 72 wooden tulips, birds, butterflies, and
birdhouses. These were placed in planters in early March to welcome
spring. The club also forced over 64 pots of daffodils, adding them to the
planters with the wooden cut-out tulips. After blooming, the daffodils were
moved and will be replaced again next spring. The wooden decorations
are used seasonally along with pumpkins, gourds, mums, snowflakes,
greens, and handmade bows to enhance the gardens.

-45 -



In 2021, North Stonington Garden Club’s Horticultural Committee
launched the Native Species plant project, ordering three different species
of native plant plugs to promote the importance of native plants at the
annual plant sale. An enthusiastic response and sell out led to more
repotted plugs and six additional featured species grown from seed in
2022. The project expanded in 2023 with three plug species and eight
seed-grown species, which maintained popularity and sold out once again.
The project continued in 2024, with an emphasis on the addition of native
species to gardens and the introduction of Phase 2 — a Native Tree and
Shrub seedling challenge. The committee ordered a Pollinator Package of
six seedling species, selected by members through a lottery. The members
will nurture two of the same species for a year, culminating in an arboreal
competition. Participants may choose to keep one seedling and return the
other for the 2025 sale. Additionally, to engage young gardeners, age 12
and under, the club offered a free potted Douglas fir seedling at the annual
plant sale. Along with planting instructions, this initiative promotes
planting native species and the 'Care for our Air - Plant a Tree' President’s
theme while fostering a love for gardening and growing in the next
generation.

The Garden Club of OIld Greenwich conducted two horticulture
challenges. The fall challenge focused on home-grown cut flowers and
included a marigold challenge for the club’s Bi-meeting flower show. The
second challenge, held between mid-December and mid-January, focused
on growing 'Amalfi' amaryllis. In the fall of 2023, the club offered the
public a specially curated collection of heritage spring bulbs that debuted
in 1924, as a tribute to and celebration of their impending 100th
anniversary. Over the years, the club has maintained a growing number
of planters and garden beds, currently caring for 65 planters, 12 sidewalk
beds, and two gardens at Greenwich Point, including the historic Butterfly
Garden. Seasonal activities include planting pansies in April, replacing
them with annuals in summer, and preparing and decorating the planters
with festive greens and decorations as winter approaches.
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LANDSCAPE DESIGN AWARDS
Susan Laursen, Landscape Design Council Chair

Excellence in Design
Small Not-for-Profit Category

University of Connecticut Horticultural Club

This landscape’s path design offered a pleasant flow through the
landscape while showcasing a variety of quality plant material.
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Excellence in Design
Commercial Category

AqguaScapes of Connecticut

This daring design demonstrated the yin and yang of nature and
excavation. The clever use of the excavator bucket as a water
feature added to the design’s appeal
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PUBLIC RELATIONS and
MEMBERSHIP AWARENESS
Linda Kaplan, Chair

Linda.kaplan@ctgardenclubs.org

Membership Awareness - Brochures
Certificates of Merit

Small Club The North Haven Garden Club
Medium Club The Greenfield Hill Garden Club
Large Club Danbury Garden Club

Membership Awareness — Rack Cards
Certificates of Merit

Medium Club Naugatuck Garden Club
Large Club Duck River Garden Club, Old Lyme
Extra Large Club Quiet Corner Garden Club
Digital Media
Certificate of Merit
Medium Club The Garden Club of New Milford
Large Club The Garden Club of Old Greenwich

Social Media - Facebook
Certificates of Merit

Small Club Portland River Valley Garden Club
Medium Club Clinton Arbor Garden Club
Large Club The Wallingford Garden Club

Extra Large Club The Wilton Garden Club

Social Media - Website
Certificate of Merit
Medium Club The Garden Club of New Milford
Large Club North Stonington Garden Club
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Publications — Newsletters

Certificates of Merit
Small Club Durham Garden Club
Medium Club The Garden Club of Newtown
Large Club The Garden Club of Old Greenwich

Extra Large Club Quiet Corner Garden Club

Other Publications — Educational Brochures
Certificates of Merit
Large Club Pomperaug Valley Garden Club
Extra Large Club The Wilton Garden Club
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The awards in Public Relations and Membership Awareness cover
the year January 1 to December 31 of the current year. These are
all club awards. There are no individual awards in this category.
The deadline is January 1, 2025 for publications created during

the current year, January 1 to December 31, 2024.

It is important to note in your submitted publication that your
garden club is a member of National Garden Clubs, New England
Garden Clubs and The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut.

Go to https://gardenclub.org for detailed information in each category.
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SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

Carole Fromer, Scholarship Chair
Carole.fromer@ctgardenclubs.org

Mia Forgione

Yale School for the Environment
Mia Forgione is a first-year master's student at the Yale School of the
Environment. Originally from Easton, CT, she graduated with a dual
bachelor's degree in biology and political science from Southern

Connecticut State University in 2021. As
an undergraduate, she worked on multiple
environmental research projects, including
tracking global agricultural policies and
investigating the effects of freshwater
pollution on amphibian populations. After
working as a research scientist in the
biotech industry, she is excited to return to
the environmental field and deepen her
understanding of nature-based climate
solutions and global environmental policy
through her graduate coursework. She is

™

deeply grateful for the Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut's support

for her academic endeavors.

Kyra Brennan
University of Maine

My name is Kyra Brennan. | am a senior at the University of Maine

majoring in Park, Recreation and Tourism
in the School of Forest Resources with a
concentration in  Parks and Rec
Management. | live with my parents and
sister in Chester, CT. | am the Head
Coxswain for the UMaine Crew Team, and
I have been doing crew for over 7 years. |
am also a certified Lifeguard and a Swim
Instructor. | hope to find employment with
the National Park Service to share my
enthusiasm with park visitors.
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YEARBOOK AWARD OF EXCELLENCE
Sue Mayne, Yearbook Manager

Established in 2004 by Program Chairs, Florence Flynn and Inge Venus.
This award may be presented to the club that best celebrates The
Federation President’s theme for the year. For the years 2024-25,
President Karin Pyskaty’s theme is Care for our Air. This award cannot
be awarded to the same club in two consecutive years.

The 2024 Yearbook Award of Excellence

is presented to:
Manchester Garden Club

Manchester Garden Club’s Yearbook highlights several ways the Club
found to support our President’s theme "Care for Our Air, Plant a Tree".
They made monetary donations to several tree planting efforts and
supported a multi-year hands-on project growing young trees. The
Manchester Garden Club is making a difference.

The Club’s efforts have engaged not only their own members but also
members of the community. Their Foster Tree program has members
growing 30 sapling trees that will be planted in public spaces within the
community in a few years. These Foster Trees will join the 200 native
sapling trees from the Club’s “Trees for a Greener Tomorrow” initiative,
which provided residents with trees in celebration of Manchester’s 2023
Bicentennial.

Through collaboration with the Town’s Tree Warden, the Manchester
Garden Club annually provides a tree for an Arbor Day planting,
biannually supports the Town’s Memorial Tree Program, and donates a
tree in honor of and appreciation for their Club’s outgoing president.

And lastly, the Club’s yearbook is fully digital. They’ve successfully made
that transition and saved some trees in the process.

Change is happening all around us. If your Yearbook is digital, please fill
out the online application and then contact Sue Mayne for instructions.
For those clubs publishing a print Yearbook, please note that 3 copies of

the application and Yearbook must be mailed. See Awards Manual on the

web site for details.
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YOUTH AWARDS
Kandra Houston, Chair
kandra.houston@ctgardenclubs.org

YOUTH AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

This award may be presented to a club for outstanding work with youth
in a school setting.

Medium Club (Membership 30-59)
Clinton Arbor Garden Club partnered with Clinton Child Care, a private
pre-school, to build raised bed gardens plus a sales kiosk. Fifteen club
members paired with a preschooler to help them dig, plant flowers and
vegetables, fertilize and water the plants. After planting, children were
taught how to monitor plant growth and help with harvesting. Children
were encouraged to ‘sell’ the harvested vegetables to parents at pick-up
time. The children were taught the importance of communication skills
such as smiling, knowing produce names, and saying “Thank you, please
come again” after each sale. Children were also assigned homework ‘to
try’ the produce and report back on how it was cooked and what they
thought of it.
Large Club (Membership 60-99)

Since 1997, The Stonington Garden Club has maintained the Children’s
Learning Garden at the Stonington Community Center Pre-School where
students learn about sustainable gardening practices in the recently
renovated garden. Club members partner with the Pre-School Parents’
Group for spring/fall clean-ups. In addition, club members work with
students and teachers to plant tulips for Mother’s Day distribution and
vegetables that are used in the students’ meals.

Extra Large Club (Membership 100+)

The Wilton Garden Club members visited Genesis, an alternative high
school in Wilton, where topics such as native plants, invasive plants,
helpful versus harmful insects and a presentation on seeds and how they
grow were covered. The students were given a variety of vegetables and
fruits and encouraged to discuss how that fruit or vegetable grew. Each
specimen was cut open to examine its seed, and students were asked to put
the fruits and vegetables into categories according to its seed and then
determine whether it grows on a tree, bush, on the ground or underneath
the soil to expand the students’ interest in the natural world.
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Club Certificates of Achievement

Last October, Bristol Garden Club along with 130 Imagine Nation Pre-
Schoolers, attended the Imagine Nation Museum’s Harvest Fair during
which planted tulip bulbs on school grounds. The children also helped to
create scarecrows and club members explained the use of scarecrows to
keep birds away from the crops. In February, the club distributed 10
Amaryllis bulbs (donated by White Flower Farm) so each of the ten
classrooms received one bulb to plant. Club members taught them how to
observe the progress and chart its growth to bloom time.

A Duck River Garden Club of Old Lyme Master Gardener member
instructed the Lyme-Old Lyme Middle School Eco-Warrior Club students
on how to select and plant a native pollinator garden that would attract
bees, butterflies and birds. Students also learned about planting, watering
and general garden care. Several garden club members plus the Eco-
Warrior Club Director were instrumental in planting of the garden.

The Long Hill Garden Club’s ‘ELITE Program’ (Educating Learners in
Transition Environment) works with students ages 18-21 with specific
disabilities in the Trumbull school system. It provides a space to be
creative and admire our natural world. Club members research, plan and
execute activities that promote the love of nature, creativity and floral
design to help students further their life skills. Also, the club donates five
books to each of the six Trumbull elementary schools. This year’s books
were chosen based on The Federation President’s theme of Care for Our
Air stressing the importance of caring for our environment and in
particular the air itself.

Club Citations

Garden Club of Madison members visited the Ryerson Elementary
School’s second graders to share photographs and discuss the projects the
garden club maintains in Madison and its Youth Education Program
activities.

In its continuing Educational Puppet Show series to Rowayton Elementary
School kindergarten classes, the Rowayton Gardeners presented this
year’s theme on composting followed by having students put compost
materials into appropriate bins with each session ending with a nature-
inspired scavenger hunt.
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LUCKNER YOUTH AWARDS
Established in 1993, these awards may be presented to clubs for
outstanding work with youth in programs conducted outside of a school
setting, such as Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, town or church youth programs,
hospitals and other programs serving youth.

Small Club (Membership 1-29)

Daytime Gardeners of North Haven participated in the North Haven
Memorial Library’s Summer Reading Carnival by handing out member-
raised Marigold seedlings for the children to transplant into a cup to take
home along with instructions on its planting and care. Club members also
answered visitors’ gardening questions, handed out environmental
literature and provided photos and information about the club’s
community work.

Medium Club (Membership 30-59)

At Old Saybrook Garden Club’s first of two June workshops for 12 first
grade students at the Acton Public Library, the children learned about
container gardening by planting their own patio pots learning the design
elements of Thrillers, Fillers, and Spillers. At January’s “Glow and Grow
Terrarium Workshop”, 14 children learned about planting seeds and the
germination/growing cycle. The seeds were planted in fluorescent sand
with stickers that glow in the dark. This last workshop ended with a
reading of From Seed to Sprout.

Large Club (Membership 60-99)
The Wallingford Garden Club conducts a series of workshops at the
Wallingford Library where reading and activity-related workshops were
conducted that included a take-home book for each child. Workshop
themes ranged from “All About Hibernation” with stories about
hibernation followed by children making groundhogs in a cup waking up
from hibernation to a workshop on the “Animal Prints in the Snow” where
stories were read about the environment in the winter and each child
searched for pre-made animal tracks on a plate covered by artificial snow.
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Extra Large Club (Membership 100+)
Garden Club of Madison participated in The Country School of
Madison’s STEAM Expo with 85 children, ranging in age from 4 through
11, who planted Basil, Parsley or Nasturtium seeds in terrariums made
from a variety of recycled materials. Club members showed the students
how to chart the seedling’s growth progress and observe the rain cycle
process within the terrarium.

Luckner Club Certificates of Achievement

The North Haven Garden Club Junior Gardeners Club worked with
Faith United Methodist Church helping eight-year-old children plant and
maintain three plots of vegetables. The produce was donated to Loaves &
Fishes.

The Garden Club of Old Greenwich mentored a Girl Scout in creating
a Seed Library containing a variety of vegetable and flower seeds at Perrot
Library. To introduce the Seed Library to the public, club members ran
three workshops for children showing them how to start seedlings and then
ran an evening workshop for adults.

Rowayton Gardeners continued their series of after-school programs for
children ages 6-10. The spring programs covered pollinators, the life cycle
of plants and composting. Children planted seeds and tended to the
vegetables. Their fall programs focused on how plants and animals
prepare for winter including the way trees, flowers and other plants
distribute seeds in the fall to germinate in the spring.

Luckner Certificates of Individual Achievement

The late Pat Turner of the North Stonington Garden Club and her
Community Education Committee continued their endeavors at the
Wheeler Library where club members showed first graders how to make
newspaper pots, plant Zinnia seeds to take home to germinate and then
bring back the seedlings to plant along with ‘Pat’s own Zinnias’ in the
children’s flower bed at the library. This is the third year that the club is
focused on their Pollinator Pathway, as part of Sustainable North
Stonington.
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Ginny Sears of the Quiet Corner Garden Club spearheaded the “April
Showers Bring May Flowers’ display at the Putnam Town Library where
a garden club attired scarecrow, a book display, flower arrangements and
wildlife likeness welcomed children. Club members mounted pollinator
and butterfly posters and children paint boldly colored butterflies. For
each painted butterfly, the child received a free seed packet to take home.
In the exhibit area, books about butterflies and pollinators lined the shelf.

Luckner Club Citations

The West Hartford Garden Club Junior Gardeners Committee
continued to work on gardening and environmental arts and crafts projects
with the children of the Hillcrest Avenue Neighborhood Outreach Center.
In the spring, children help with the flower planting outside of the
building.

At an Earth Day event, The Wilton Garden Club held two after school
workshops at the Outdoor Learning Center where the club’s youth
gardening committee and the conservation committee organized two
winter seed sowing sessions with elementary school aged students who
planted a variety of seeds in recycled milk jugs and plastic cups.

NGC Poetry Contest Club Coordinators

Susan McNamara, Branford Garden Club
Melissa Deacon, Colchester Garden Club
Cindy Golia, The North Haven Garden Club
Kelle Ruden, The Westport Garden Club

2024 - 2025 NGC Poetry Theme
My Garden Has Vegetables to Spare That | Can Share

Helping Fight Hunger by Sharing Vegetables from Our Garden

The deadline to submit Youth Poetry is January 15, 2025
To Kandra.Houston@ctgardenclubs.org

For more information visit
https://gardenclub.org/poetry-contest
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2024 The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut

YOUTH POETRY AWARDS
| Spy with My Little Eye, Something Green Outside —
Celebrating our Green World
| Love Nature by Frida Frick-Verdine
First Place — Kindergarten

Home School
Colchester Garden Club

Fun Out with Nature by Landon Johnson
First Place — Second Grade
Colchester Elementary School
Colchester Garden Club

Green Mother Nature by Sunjae Regina Kim
First Place — Third Grade
Home School
The North Haven Garden Club

Forever Awake by Tessa Lederer
First Place — Fourth Grade
Kings Highway Elementary School
Westport Garden Club

Better Together by Elizabeth Blydenburgh
First Place — Fifth Grade
Salem School
Colchester Garden Club

Wonderous Willow Trees by Felicia Sullivan
First Place — Sixth Grade
Walsh Intermediate School
Branford Garden Club

The Beauty of Green by Savannah Alleyne
First Place — Seventh Grade
North Haven Middle School

The North Haven Garden Club

Thoughts on a Fresh Spring Day by Katya Bank
First Place — Ninth Grade
Emma Willard School
Westport Garden Club
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SPECIAL AWARDS
Vonice Carr, Awards Chair
vonice.carr@ctgardenclubs.org

Good Deed Citations
Established in 1980 as a thoughtful gesture of goodwill. This award recognizes
an unusual or worthwhile project that otherwise does not fit into another award
category. This might be a small or large one-time project or an annual one.

Sandy Pardes, the Alex Trebec of Clinton Arbor Garden Club, broke
the club out of the winter doldrums by single handedly formatting and
producing a Jeopardy show that covered every aspect of gardening
conservation, preservation, and state and national objectives. She made us
smile, laugh, think and learn right down to the final buzzer on a cold and
dismal February night. Now, that is a good deed! Dee Moggochi

Lauraine Ryan is the Garden Club of Madison's Corresponding
Secretary. The GCM is mandated to hold 10 General meeting a year, but
hold many more: Board meetings, General Meetings, the 100 Year
celebratory cocktail party, Design Workshops, New Member Tea, Tri-
Meeting, Annual Luncheon & other impromptu gatherings and Lauraine
is involved in them all. This year we were asked to vacate our
"headquarters" in the First Congregational Church of Madison while the
kitchen was renovated. Lauraine found venues for 5 months. New venues,
new demands, signing contracts including liability, enquiring as to the
setup of each meeting and ensuring that the venue is arranged as needed.
In May, a member volunteered her home as the General Meetings venue.
Lauraine had the Church set up in case of rain. She emails the new Co-
Presidents the prospective annual schedule, and when the yearly schedule
is finalized, Lauraine sends it to the Board members. The Annual
Luncheon at the Madison Beach Club takes planning, setting a date, the
cost, the menu selection and emailed instructions as to where to send the
checks. Lauraine Ryan is an unsung heroine of the GCM. When a member
falls ill, has surgery, or has a death in the family, she sends cards. For
members with a lengthy illness, recovery after hospitalization or a
recurring illness, she sends "thinking of your" notes. She'll send thank you
notes for contributions to the Garden Club. She sent 93 cards during this
reporting period. When things go well no one notices; we recommend
Lauraine Ryan to show her that we do notice and appreciate the many ways
she helps organize GCM. Gail Grossman
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Valerie Grimm worked with Sara Renzulli, Mary Ellen Sherwood, and
Pat Hardy (graphics) to update the Mystic Garden Club’s history for the
club’s Centennial Celebration. Valerie both led the effort and provided
several insights based on her experience and years with the club. The
archives, the 90th Year History, and club members memories updated the
history to include the past ten years. It includes a section of awards and
club participation in the community, including grants, donations,
scholarships and collaboration with other local non-profits. The extensive
research added unique anecdotes to the documents, providing a human
side to the continuing civic efforts of the club members. We thank Valerie
and her team members for creating the 100" History of the Mystic Garden
Club. joow Sienkiewics

Andrea Price Johnson of The Garden Club of New Milford taught her
club all about promoting the club on social media. She resuscitated the
club’s Facebook page and created an Instagram account. She reminds the
club members to post on social media on the same day and time each week;
to choose ‘Like’ so that posts remain at the top of everyone’s feed; to post
a leading question to garner interest, such as, “which flower or vegetable
variety is your favorite?” On Instagram she advises the use of hash tags
for everything you can think of and to cross post to other groups to get
more exposure. The power of the hash tag proved effective. A group from
New Zealand contacted the club about the club’s Poppy Project, which
was hash tagged on Instagram and the NZ group supported the project by
sending Poppies. The recognition and support the club received this year
is proportionate to their resuscitated presence on Facebook and their new
presence on Instagram. Andrea, we thank you. Kathi Bawringer

It seems there is nothing Teri Doern cannot or will not do for the Town
& Country Garden Club of Newtown. Teri brings a sense of
professionalism and grace to every project she undertakes. As Civic Chair
she led the team in their club’s signature yellow t-shirts to care for the
largest traffic island in Newton even as it underwent massive garden
reconstruction. As Treasurer she streamlined the financial aspects of the
club. She also served as Second Vice President for Programs and her
concept for a scarecrow won Most Original design in the town’s contest.
Terri the club thanks you for your many good deeds. Basbara McCann
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Fran Castillo enthusiastically accepted the task of creating a website for
the Garden Club of Orange. Since "getting the website off the ground",
Fran has presented progress updates via power point and a Q and A at
monthly general membership meetings. The website promotes the goals of
National Garden Clubs, New England Garden Clubs and The Federated
Garden Clubs of CT, Inc. The Garden Club of Orange appreciates this
Good Deed. Gail Nixow

Betty Wilson’s Good Deed for The Wallingford Garden Club is a
memory book of club events. It features newspaper articles from The
Advisor and the Meriden Record Journal ‘Front Porch News’), meeting
agendas, program speakers, pictures of club events including floral design
workshops, floral designs displayed at Wallingford Public Library and
Wallingford Senior Center, the Annual Celebrate Wallingford Holiday
Tea, the club’s Plant Sale, the Pond Hill and Gazebo gardens, and Youth
activities at the Children’s Library. She also included items from the club’s
Facebook page, Website and Federation events. Ellie Tessmer

Lorraine Lodigiani is The West Hartford Garden Club’s recipient of
a Good Deed Citation. Lorraine has led several Earth Day programs some
of which drew a 1,000 people. The committee focused on helping children
and parents to make seed balls using locally collected native wildflower
pollinator loving seeds with clay, sand and a soil mix. This activity has
increased awareness of native plants that support our local pollinators and
birds. Most seeds were collected at members’ homes and others were
donated by the Free Seed Library at Noah Webster Library. Lorraine
participates in the club’s seed sorting sessions from January through April
and is an integral part of the team at the 2" annual Seed Library. Betiv
Avrwv Loveland Serwnett

The Westport Garden Club would like to recognize Louise Demakis,
who served for more than 14 years, as our wonderful Historian! She has,
of course curated and preserved the club Archives, which are housed at the
Westport Museum for History and Culture. This is no simple task, as we
are currently at our 100-year benchmark! To celebrate our centenary year,
Louise updated our history book to add the last decade. When Louise
speaks of our founding members, she does so with a passion that is truly
inspiring, and her memory for the stories of our "Grandmams" is
incredible. Louise also was Club President from 2003-2005. For her many
years and many Good Deeds, the club recognizes Louise Demakis.
Megawv Lott
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As Co-chair of the club’s Publicity Committee, Haiku Durden helped
overhaul The Wilton Garden Club’s website to streamline the content
and make it more modern and beautiful. Haiku is very social media savvy,
which proved very successful as we embarked on a major membership
drive. As part of her publicity campaign, she wrote articles for traditional
news outlets and resurrected the club’s inactive Facebook and Instagram
accounts. She posted frequently with garden-related articles and photos
of members involved in club-related activities. That year the club recruited
18 new members, and our Instagram account now has 1,094 followers.
After the club renovated Old Town Hall, a historic building that the club
rents out on behalf of the town, Haiku suggested a publicity campaign to
tout our “new and improved” event rental space. She staged the interior
and had a photographer friend take professional photos. She and Nan
Merolla created beautiful brochures and flyers which were posted all
around town. She contacted realtors to tell them about the new kitchen and
planted news stories in traditional media outlets, as well as on social
media. For the past two years, Haiku has Co-chaired the club’s Mother’s
Day Plant Sale. Rather than send out emails to encourage member
participation, Haiku personally phoned every capable club member,
making it hard for anyone to dodge responsibility. She sent out club-wide
“video chats” with Plant Sale updates and words of encouragement rather
than written emails that so many people never bother to read. The videos
were charming pep talks and more engaging than written emails. She also
came up with several very creative ideas for videos that proved hugely
popular with our Instagram followers. We’re so fortunate that
communication is Haiku’s strong suit. She’s the club’s biggest, most
enthusiastic cheerleader, simply brimming with ideas, making her an
exceptional candidate for a Good Deed Citation. Suganne Knutson
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Club Certificates of Appreciation
Established in 1978, this award allows each individual club to recognize
outstanding work, length of service, or whatever is applicable to honor one of its
members in a fitting manner in any given year. Only one Certificate of
Appreciation per club per year may be presented.

Luann Barchie of The Greenfield Hill Garden Club is an ardent
supporter of all garden club and Federation activities. She is an
enthusiastic volunteer at the Connecticut Flower Show and twice
encouraged club members to participate in the Flower Show’s “Club
Challenge” earning ribbons for the club. Besides being Co-Chair of the
club’s major fundraiser, Luann manages the GHGC Facebook page and
serves as Historian. She has created a lovely and detailed photo album with
pictures of members, field trips, workshops, meetings, and social
activities. Luann is our true “Worker Bee”! -- Eleanor Burke

It is with great pleasure that | recommend Kim Ferraguto for her
outstanding dedication and contributions to the Kensington Garden Club
for a Club Certificate of Appreciation. Over the past six years, Kim has
exemplified exceptional commitment and creativity, significantly
enhancing our community through her role as Artistic Director. Her
creative vision and leadership have been pivotal in beautifying the town
of Berlin, consistently surpassing our expectations. She has guided our
members in crafting stunning adornments for public buildings, adding a
touch of elegance and charm to our surroundings. throughout the year,
Kim's artistic talents shine as she designs breathtaking arrangements for
our public library and creates captivating seasonal displays. Her leadership
in decorating the Veterans' and Christmas trees at the library reflects her
heartfelt commitment to honoring our community's traditions and
celebrating significant events. Her meticulous attention to detail ensures
that each decoration is not only visually striking but also imbued with a
deeper sense of meaning. Kim's positive attitude, creative flair, and tireless
work ethic embody the core values of our organization. Her contributions
have brought immense joy and beauty to our community, and her efforts
are truly deserving of recognition. Deborah Wright
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The Leete’s Island Garden Club is pleased to nominate club member
Kay Claiborn for a Club Certification of Appreciation. Since joining in
2011, Kay has been an involved, tireless and expert volunteer with
continuous service on several committees including Leete’s Island Lane,
Guilford Green Planter Pots, and Garden Therapy (now Healing Therapy).
In addition, she chairs the Bylaws/Parliamentarian Committee and the
Membership Committee. She has braved many years of icy cold May Plant
Sale weather that one year included gale force winds while she continued
to sell plants. What fortitude! Kay’s ready wit and thoughtful insights plus
her unwavering participation in club activities and events is an inspiration
to the club. We are very lucky to have Kay as a member! Becky Paul

The Garden Club of Madison is honored to recognize Philippa
Mannino for her four years of exemplary leadership and dedication as Co-
President. Philippa, affectionately known as Pippa, has played a pivotal
role in the success and growth of our club. Her tenure has been marked by
her involvement in a wide array of events and meetings, including Board
Meetings, General Meetings, New Member Meetings, Zoom meetings,
Centennial Celebrations, Cocktail Parties, Annual Luncheons, and 4th of
July Parades. She has facilitated the sharing of gardening knowledge
through educational speakers and publications such as the Horticulture
Bulletin, Beyond Our Gardens, and the GCM Yearbook. Her ability to
highlight our club’s successes through articles in the New Haven Register
and other publications, as well as her interviews on TV stations including
Channel 8 ABC News, has brought significant visibility to our club.
Pippa’s visionary project, "Daffodils over Madison," has transformed our
town with approximately 20,000 daffodils planted since its inception. The
"Daffodil Trail" map is available digitally on GCM’s homepage or at local
venues such as the Deacon Grave House and the Scranton Library. Under
Pippa's co-chairmanship, the Garden Club of Madison has expanded its
youth programs, including Bauer Bees, the Educational Garden, and the
Apple and Pear Orchard. Her commitment to educational outreach is
exemplified by the annual visits of first graders from Madison schools to
Bauer Bees. Pippa’s leadership has also been crucial in the replanting of
the 9/11 Memorial Garden and VFW gardens this year, demonstrating her
ongoing commitment to preserving and enhancing Madison’s natural
beauty. Thank you, Pippa, for your exceptional leadership and for
contributing so significantly to the Garden Club of Madison and the Town
of Madison. Gail Grossmon
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It is with great admiration that we recognize Gerry McCabe for her
outstanding leadership and dedication to the Naugatuck Garden Club.
Serving as President for an impressive 8 years, Gerry has consistently
demonstrated a deep commitment to both the club and the broader
community. Under Gerry’s stewardship, the Naugatuck Garden Club has
flourished. Her attentiveness to every member and her efforts to keep the
club informed about local happenings have fostered a strong sense of
community. Gerry has actively promoted engagement with the library and
youth programs, ensuring that the club remains vibrant and involved in
various aspects of community life. Gerry’s support for environmental
initiatives, such as the Pollinator Pathway and the Monarch Butterfly
programs, highlights her dedication to preserving and enhancing our
natural surroundings. Her advocacy for chemical-free environments
reflects her commitment to creating a more sustainable and beautiful
Naugatuck. Beyond her leadership role, Gerry is also a passionate flower
and vegetable gardener. Her personal dedication to gardening enriches her
contributions to the club and serves as an inspiration to all members. The
Naugatuck Garden Club deeply appreciates Gerry McCabe’s unwavering
support and remarkable service. Her leadership and enthusiasm have made
a significant impact, and we are grateful for her continued efforts to make
our community and our club thrive. Debovah Hoponick

In her brief yet impactful tenure as President of The Garden Club of New
Milford, Kathi Barringer has achieved remarkable milestones that have
elevated the club to new heights. Taking on the role in June 2022, Kathi
quickly made her mark with transformative initiatives and a strong vision
for the future. The club celebrated their 100" year in 2023 and is now
proudly a medium size club. Kathi introduced the “Poppy Project,” a civic
initiative that involved knitting and crocheting poppies to honor veterans.
This project not only brought together various local groups, including
seniors and women’s clubs, but also garnered global participation from
places such as New Zealand, Canada, and Australia. The result is a striking
display of 2,500 poppies in front of the All-Wars Monument each
Memorial Day, showcased for an entire week. Recognizing the need to
honor veterans, Kathi spearheaded the Blue Star Memorial marker project.
Despite initial funding challenges, her relentless efforts secured a grant
and local support, making this long-desired project a reality. She also
reached out to Public Works, who agreed to fund the project to revamp
and purchase all new decorations on the New Milford Village Green and
Gazebo and now provides the flowers for all the planters in town. Kathi's
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leadership has not only fostered a sense of pride within the club but has
also earned widespread appreciation from the entire New Milford
community. Her vision, dedication, and tireless efforts have made her
leadership and passion truly valued, and her legacy of service will continue

to inspire us all. Jacquie McCloskey

Mary Bishop, a member of The Garden Club of Old Greenwich, since
2004 has served on almost all committees. She spearheaded the
Membership Committee for 16 years and increased membership, co-
chaired our annual plant sale for 5 years, and gardens in our butterfly
garden at Greenwich Point for over ten years. She captained her civic team
to. water, weed and do general maintenance of two sidewalk islands and
four large planters in the Village of Old Greenwich the past 4 years. She
spearheaded the renovation of the traffic island at Shore Road and Tomac
Avenue in Spring/Summer 2023. The renovation was complete when the
town DPW decided to reconfigure the island and dug up half of what was
planted. Undaunted Mary and | rescued the plant material and transported
it to her house where she potted and maintained the plants until DPW was
finished with their work. Mary also graciously hosts our monthly club
board meetings. Beyond her numerous contributions, what truly sets Mary
apart is her consistently positive and upbeat attitude. Her optimism and
enthusiasm are infectious, making her a cherished member of our club. We
are profoundly grateful for Mary’s exceptional dedication and the joy she
brings to our community. Thank you, Mary, for all you do! Betsy Kreuter

The Garden Club of Orange is pleased to present Pat McCorkle with a
Club Certificate of Appreciation for editing our NGC award-winning
newsletter NEWS ‘N NOTES since 2020. Under her skilled editorial
guidance, the newsletter has expanded significantly, now featuring vibrant
photos and engaging content. Her dedication was especially vital during
the COVID-19 pandemic when the newsletter became the primary means
of keeping our members connected and unified. Pat’s tireless efforts
involve soliciting and editing articles, and ensuring that the newsletter
reaches all members, including those who prefer or need a physical copy.
Her work not only keeps our members informed but also highlights and
promotes the goals of the National Garden Clubs and The Federation of
Garden Clubs of Connecticut. Thank you, Pat, for your dedication and for
making our newsletter a source of pride and connection for our club. Gail
Nixon

- 66 -



Ruth Chiles of The Shippan Point Garden Club. serves as
Corresponding Secretary and produces the club Newsletter seven times a
year. The newsletter allows members to maximize their involvement,
contribute, and stay abreast of virtually everything the Club is doing. Ruth
also is the Civic Planting Committee Chair and pursues this job with
energy and determination. She led members to use cardboard and mulch
to reduce the need for weeding in the award-winning Katrina Mygatt
Garden. Ruth also clerks in our seven Bench Shows a year and is eager to
learn from the judging. After the show, she photographs the exhibits for
the club newsletter. The Shippan Point Garden Club feels that Ruth’s
contributions are extraordinary and honors her with the Club Certificate of
Appreciation. Cindy Larnnon

At The Thames River Garden Club, Roderick Atkins and Richard
Bucklin are the unsung heroes behind the scenes, ensuring our audio and
visual systems are flawlessly set up for every meeting and event. Their
expertise and dedication are truly remarkable. Month after month, Rod and
Richard handle the setup with impressive skill and efficiency, making it
look effortless. Their deep understanding of the system’s components,
setup instructions, and storage requirements is invaluable. Their
meticulous attention to detail is evident in the comprehensive procedures
manual they’ve helped create, covering all aspects of the setup process.
Thank you, Rod and Richard, for your unwavering commitment,
dedication, hard work, and expertise that keeps our events running
seamlessly. We are grateful for your exceptional contributions. Karen
Neilawv

As Town & Country Garden Club of Newtown marks its 60th
anniversary, we want to honor a true pillar of our community: Charles
‘Chuck’ Newman, the founder of Planters’ Choice. Over the past six
decades, Chuck has been an invaluable supporter and friend to our club as
he led Planters’ Choice to become Connecticut's largest commercial
nursery. His dedication to our garden club has been nothing short of
extraordinary. From the very beginning, Chuck, alongside Barb
O’Connor—a founding member of our club—played a crucial role in
shaping our organization. His contributions have been numerous and
significant: donated hundreds of discounted plants; provided greenhouse
space for our use; lent his trucks and drivers for club activities; supplied
the flatbed for our floats and shrubs for our first fundraiser in 1994;
supported our workshops at his nursery; shared his extensive knowledge
with club members. In this milestone year, we are deeply grateful for
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Chuck’s unwavering kindness and generosity. His support has been
instrumental in our growth and success, helping to make Newtown a more
beautiful place for all. Thank you, Chuck, for over 60 years of exceptional
partnership and dedication. Your impact on our club and community is
immeasurable. Barbara McCarwv

It is West Hartford Garden Club’s honor to present Membership Chairs
Margaret Gould and Cheri Stabnick with a Club Certificate of
Appreciation. Peg and Cheri have introduced 30 new members to the club
over the last 2 years, increasing our membership to 120, an all-time high.
The personalized approach leads to their enormous success. They
interview potential members and invite them to a monthly meeting to
ensure that our club will be a good fit for each person; carefully identify a
compatible club sponsor; introduce them to the club with interesting bios;
help new members to identify a committee to serve on. Peg and Cheri also
monitor attendance at meetings, which is up 25%. Peg notes that our new
Member Retention Rate is 96%. In March, Cheri and Peg hosted a Happy
Hour Social for our newest members who are enjoying their committee
work and many are accepting leadership positions within the club. Clearly,
the West Hartford Garden Club is thriving in part due to the exemplary
work of Peg and Cheri. The club is grateful for their outstanding
contributions. Beth A Loveland Serwnett

The Wilton Garden Club nominates Ann Margaret Mannix for a Club
Certificate of Appreciation in recognition of her extraordinary service. As
President, Ann Margaret has put great thought and energy into re-thinking
the way the club’s committees operate and motivating younger members
to take leadership roles. She has worked tirelessly, urging members to get
involved. Her efforts have brought younger members with a fresh
approach and diverse and highly relevant skills to positions of leadership.
A new Membership Committee revamped the membership process to
welcome new members, while clearly communicating the expectations of
club membership. The Publicity Committee and Social Media Manager
have media backgrounds and transformed the club’s presence in the
community. There are also new chairpersons in Healing Therapies,
Awards, Newsletter and Plant Sale. Each brings a fresh new sense of
energy and creativity, inspiring confidence for the club’s future. Ann
Margaret, we thank you for your leadership. Suganne Knutson
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CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to our many deserving award recipients.
Remember that it is important when applying for the club or
individual awards to complete an Award Application found on The
Federation’s website at https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/awards-
by-category/. It cannot be downloaded. It is completed on the
website page and then hit send. A copy of the max three-page
award application, with a photo on an individual award recipient, is
electronically forwarded to the appropriate Awards Committee
Chair with a copy to The Federation Awards Chair. More award
information is available at the websites listed below.

The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc.
www.ctgardenclubs.org

National Garden Clubs
www.gardenclub.org

THANK YOU.

At the risk of missing someone, | have many to thank for their help
with the Awards Booklet and Luncheon this year. Thank you to my
wonderfully supportive awards committee; thank you to Karen
Grava, Judy Sirois and Tina Franco for doing all the behind the
scenes work with Aqua Turf and the club seating; thank you to Jean
Stetz-Pulchalski for working with the slide show; thank you to Dodie
Bump for taking the photos, thank you to Susan Demuth and Karen
Neilan for their assistance with award recipients and thank you to
ChatAl for proofreading this book. Any mistakes that remain are
my own. Vonice Carr
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Thank you to our vendors.

-

A tArtte(;gBSg S N‘.’ISt The Proud Peacock
rines gmail.com proudpeacock@mac.com
www.theproudpeacock.com

Ballek’s Garden Center
balleksgardencenter@gmail.com
https://balleksgardencenter.org

Red Gems
redgems2x@aol.com

Floral Fantasies

Gegarden64@gmail.com Sport Hill Honey Farm

sporthillhoneyfarm@gmail.com

Foxglove Soap Company
foxglovesoapcompany@gmail.com

TJJ Sews
tjjsews@gmail.com

Garden Gate Pottery

Potterb2000@yahoo.com ~Vivid Cottage
info@vividcottage.com

Ginni Donovan Scholarship

Education Fundraiser Willow Tree Pottery
contact: Susan Dillman suzy@willowtreepottry.us

203-988-3623

Heaven and Earth
Hevenrth3@agmail.com

JBJ Fiber Art
loveartquilts@gmail.com

Joli Lily
zgluckglobal@gmail.com

The Ocean Alchemist
sdibib1155@gmail.com

Pope’s Pots
debrawpope@verizon.net

Prairie Blossom Silver
cbandmaa@msn.com
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Youth Poetry Contest

“I Spy with My Little Eye, Something Green Outside-
Celebrating Our Green World"

SEVENTH GRADE
First Place, The Federated Garden Clubs
of Connecticut, Inc.

‘The Beauty of Green’
Savannah Alleyne
North Haven Middle School

I spy with my bird eyes
Up in the sky so high
Trees soaring high
Grass low to the ground
As leaves twinkle down to the ground

I spy with my bird eyes
Up in the sky so high
With wind blowing, green grass sway
Making music in the air

I spy with my bird eyes
Up in the sky so high
All of nature's glory
Refreshing and tranquil
Or mysterious, ready for an adventure

Sponsored by The North Haven Garden Club



2024 CLUB ANNIVERSARIES

115 Years
New Canaan Garden Club

110 Years
Greenwich Garden Club
Ridgefield Garden Club

Washington Garden Club

105 Years
Riverside Garden Club

101 Years, belated Congratulations
Morris Cove Garden Club
The Garden Club of New Milford

100 Years
Garden Club of Madison
Mystic Garden Club
The Garden Club of New Haven
The Norwalk Garden Club
The Garden Club of Old Greenwich
Westport Garden Club

95 Years
Connecticut Valley Garden Club
Garden Club of Darien
East Haddam Garden Club
West Haven Garden Club

90 Years
The Caudatowa Garden Club of Ridgefield
The Simsbury Garden Club
Suffield Garden Club
Waterbury Garden Club

85 Years
The Guilford Garden Club
The Leete’s Island Garden Club

80 Years
The Garden Club of Avon

70 Years
The North Haven Garden Club
The Thames River Garden Club

65 Years
Hill & Dale Garden Club
of Glastonbury

Portland River Valley Garden Club

Southbury Garden Club
Westbrook Garden Club

60 Years
Ledyard Garden Club
Redding Garden Club

Town & Country
Garden Club of Newtown

20 Years
Black Rock Garden Club
Harwinton Garden Club

10 Years
Stafford Garden Club

New in 2024
Garden Gate Club of Mansfield



THE END



	I Spy with My Little Eye, Something Green Outside – Celebrating our Green World
	2024 - 2025 NGC Poetry Theme
	My Garden Has Vegetables to Spare That I Can Share
	I Spy with My Little Eye, Something Green Outside – Celebrating our Green World
	I Love Nature by Frida Frick-Verdine
	Colchester Garden Club

