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Minutes of the Board Meeting 

July 18, 2022 
In Person 

Torrington Library 

 

 

 

 

Present: Pam Atkins, Polly Brooks, Lynda Brown Cheryl Cappiali, Ginny Casanova, Jacqueline 

Connell, John Davis, Arlene Field, Shirley Hall, Kathy Harris, Kandra Houston, Linda Kaplan, 

Peggy Lajoie, Susan Laursen, Kathy Lindroth, Terry Lubman, Renee Marsh, Nan Merolla, Gini 

Mita, Donna Nowak, Karin Pyskaty, Kelle Ruden, Marty Sherman, Krista Swanson-Fiorini, 

Peggy Townsend, Jane Waugh  

Excused: Vonice Carr, Anne Harrigan, Sue Kelley, Nancy Lenoce, Trish Manfredi, Deb 

Osborne, Barbara Romblad, Jean Stetz-Puchalski, Geri Giordano, Ellie Tessmer 

Absent: Roy Goyette 

Welcome:  President Polly Brooks called the meeting to order at 10:31. President Brooks 

welcomed everyone including former Presidents Arlene Field, Jacqueline Connell, Jane Waugh, 

and Donna Nowak. 

Announcement:  As our Parliamentarian cannot attend, and the Position of Parliamentarian is 

appointed by the President of the Board. Former President Jane Waugh has been asked and has 

accepted to serve as Parliamentarian Pro Tem for this Board meeting. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by former President and Parliamentarian Pro Tem Jane 

Waugh. 

 

Next Meeting – November 16, 2022 
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Recording Secretary:  Kathy Harris 

• The Minutes of the March 2022, Board of Directors Meeting were approved as amended  

• The Minutes of the May 2022, Board of Directors Meeting were approved as amended. 

Corresponding Secretary:  Lynda Brown 

Lynda reported that we have the Resignation of Shelley Hedberg as Website Chair.  Lynda read Shelley’s 

letter of resignation and made the following motion: 

 

Motion: I propose we accept with regret the resignation of Shelley Hedberg as Website  

  effective today. 

 

  Motion accepted unanimously (with regret). 

    

• We had one get well card sent to Fred Nowak (and Donna) as a result of a medical issue.  

• A sympathy card was sent to Jean Stetz-Puchalski on the loss of her father. 

 

President:  Polly Brooks 

Thank you for travelling to the northwest corner this morning.  

 

As our last meeting coincided with National Garden Clubs Annual Meeting, I haven’t seen many 

of you since we met in March. 

The Annual Meeting was held in Orlando. As Vonice reported at the May Board meeting, Lynn 

Werner, Executive Director of the Housatonic Valley Association, accepted one of three Awards 

of Excellence bestowed by NGC on behalf of her organization. Her acceptance speech was very 

well received. Vonice and I were delighted to do as we were directed and introduced Lynn to 

others prior to the Awards Ceremony. 

Those of us who had been sworn in virtually last year were done so formally and presented with 

our Certificates.  

The New England Garden Clubs Presidents attended. We met early and often with Suzanne  

McCance. Shortly after the Annual Meeting, Suzanne announced Vera Bowen, former Rhode 

Island President, former NEGC Director, agreed to serve as NEGC’s Awards Chair, which we all 

appreciate. 

I had Covid, full force, on my return home. As a result, I missed many of the events in June I 

wanted to attend. I did represent The Federation at the Gold Star Memorial dedication in Milford 

and spoke at the Blue Star dedication in Morris Cove.  

I attended the Stamford Garden Club’s postponed Centennial Celebration and presented them 

with a Certificate from National Garden Clubs. 

 



Board Meeting – July 20, 2022                       Page 3  

 

I toured the Quiet Corner Garden Club’s “Garden and Arts in the Country” and Suffield Garden 

Club’s Garden Tour this past Saturday. Both were wonderful. As the Suffield Garden Club 

maintains an historic garden at the Phelps-Hatheway House, I connected with two of our 

Affiliate organizations, Connecticut’s Historic Gardens and Connecticut Landmarks.  

Kristie Gonsalves of Northeast Expos has had Covid multiple times, yet, yes, we have a contract. 

Since she receives silence from the parking manager, we have decided to design our parking 

voucher, and circulate it to volunteers prior to arrival at the garage. There will be glitches with 

this, too, of course. Hopefully, they’ll be fewer. 

The first Wednesday in August, this year, August 3rd, is Plant Science Day. The Connecticut 

Agricultural Experiment Station welcomes the public to Lockwood Farm, one of its properties, in 

Hamden. It’s free, open to the public, almost universally hot and humid, and wonderful. 

For those of you newer to our Board, we have a table under the tent set aside for nonprofits. Our 

Second Vice President sets up our displays, and we sign up, often with friends, to assist. 

The Board works as a team at Plant Science Day and at the Connecticut Flower Show. As 

members of the Board, we are more likely to know the answers to questions or to whom 

questions should be referred.  

Everyone is expected to participate. If you haven’t been, you’re in for a treat. One of our member 

clubs, Spring Glen, installed a native plant garden, which is quite extensive.  

Scientists set up booths explaining their research. Our Cheryl Cappiali, also their Cheryl 

Cappiali, will offer remarks. I received no fewer than three mailings about Plant Science Day. 

Please see Nan to sign up if you have not already. 

Club Presidents Day will be Wednesday, September 21st, and will be virtual. We can entertain 

more participants virtually than we can in Jones Auditorium. This used to be offered every other 

year. For Presidents installed in even numbered years, we find this is useful. 

In October, we plan to meet in person at Aqua Turf for the Awards Meeting. May that not 

change. 

Which reminds me. My son and I visited Inge Venus in May and collected all the “silver” 

awards. They now reside in my basement, but I look forward to their dispersal- soon.] 

Office Administrator:  Barbara Romblad (Read by Karin Pyskaty) 
Membership:  6179 members in the FGCCT database daily  

Constant Contact:  5569 contacts (includes club members, CFNews only & Affiliates) 

Daily editing of Constant Contact databases 

Affiliate Organizations:   Affiliate organizations 25 

Communication:  Many detailed emails daily 
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BOD List:  Updated as needed. Sent it to Shelley for posting to website. 

FGCCT database & Constant Contact:  This includes daily process of reviewing incoming 

membership & dues reports, reconciliation of membership #’s & submitted dues.  Occasional 

email to address discrepancies.  Follow up by contacting unsubscribed and bounced contacts 

with emails.   

Directory of Garden Clubs: Updated Directory as needed. Sent to Shelley for posting to website. 

Communications: Created several E-Blasts for both CC members & Presidents, i.e., tours and 

announcements 

Mail:  Processing of mail including posting to ledger, filling and making bank deposits  

Routine clerical office work/going to post office/bank including phone conversations/reports 

Summary: 7-16-22  

Total Clubs: 116 

Total Membership: 6179 

Total Membership Affiliate Organizations:  25 

Total club members contacts for CC: 5569 

First Vice President:  Karin Pyskaty 

• Responded to numerous “First Vice President” emails many of which I forwarded to the 

appropriate board members 

• Chaired the May BOD meeting  

• Judged Flower Shows in Greenwich and Orange 

• Created a design for Flower Show School  

• Attended “Gardens by the Sea” in Stonington 

• Spent 10 glorious days in Alaska! 

• Responded to emails from Barbara  

 

Second Vice President:  Nan Merolla 

MEETINGS/EVENTS:  

• Attended FGCCT Awards Review Meeting on June 15th.  

• Attended Club Meetings/Events:  

o Gold Star Memorial Dedication and Reception – Milford Garden Club, May 29 

o “Gardens by the Sea” Garden Tour – Stonington GC, June 11  

o  Annual Meeting – Thames River GC, June 16  

o  Monthly Meeting - Southbury Garden Club, July 8  

o “Gardens & Art in the Country” Garden Tour – Quiet Corner GC, July 9  

• I created a presentation that I give when I attend meetings, which includes information about 

the work of the Federation, NGC, Award applications, Scholarships, the Federation Website 
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the NGC Website, Social Media opportunities, Membership challenges, etc. and I answer 

questions -there are many questions.  

 

MEMBERSHIP:    

• Set up dates to attend Club meetings:    

o Westbrook GC, Aug 23 

o Quiet Corner GC, Sept 12  

o Leetes Island GC, Sept 13  

o Duck River GC, Sept 28 

  

• Stonington GC will be the “Featured Club” in the Aug/Sept CFNews and on our website.   

They will be featuring their spectacular Children’s Garden.   

 

CT LIFE MEMBERSHIPS:    

• I have not received any additional applications for CT Life Memberships since our last 

meeting.    

• I presented a Life Membership to Nancy Greeley, Wilton Garden Club, at the Club’s Annual 

Meeting on June 7.  

 

AFFILIATES:    

• I am pleased to welcome a new Affiliate organization, Greenwich Botanical Center, Cos 

Cob, CT.  Per our Bylaws, the Executive Board was able to approve their membership by 

email vote.  Further, this Board needs to ratify this action and the previous email vote to 

accept Bartlett Arboretum & Gardens.    

  

MOTION:  To ratify the email vote made by the Executive Committee to accept the 

Greenwich Botanical Center as an Affiliate organization of The Federation.    

 

Motion accepted unanimously. 

 

MOTION:  To ratify the email vote made by the Executive Committee to accept the 

Bartlett Arboretum & Gardens as an Affiliate organization of The Federation.    

 

Motion accepted unanimously. 

 

• I sent dues reminder emails to the 7 Affiliates who have not sent their annual Affiliate 

Membership dues.  I have heard back from 4, who apologized and explained it was an 

oversight or a change of leadership.    

• So that will give us 23 paid Affiliates – up from 17 at our last meeting.   

• The Bartlett Arboretum & Gardens will be our spotlighted affiliate in the Aug/Sept CFNews.  

They will also be featured on our website, and social media.  
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TRIBUTE AWARDS    

• I received only 7 Tribute Award nominations – 27 last year.  There were no nominations in 

Conservation, Garden Therapy, Photography and Youth.  At our Awards Review Meeting, I 

received individual nominations for Conservation and Garden Therapy from the Committee 

chairs.  So, the only categories that will not receive Tribute Awards are Photography and 

Youth.    

 

• I will submit write-ups on each individual nominee to the Awards Chair. for the Awards 

Booklet.  

   

 PLANT SCIENCE DAY:    

• “Plant Science Day,” sponsored by CAES, will be held on August 3rd, 9:30am – 4pm, at 

Lockwood Farms in Hamden, CT.  The FGCCT will have a table there under their big tent.  I 

will have membership information on local Clubs and Affiliates, including the new 

Membership Rack Cards. I need volunteers to take shifts at our table and will pass around a 

sign-up sheet at this meeting.    

 

Treasurer:  Shirley Hall 
As of June 30, we are halfway thru this fiscal and calendar year.  As of June 30th, our Balance 

Sheet totaled $469,040 in assets, of which $82,384 is in restricted accounts.    The change in net 

assets since our last Board meeting is an increase of $5,345. In May and June our P&L shows 

income of $7,128 with income mainly from our tours and Flower Show School.  Our highest 

expenses in the 2-month period were for Flower Show School and payroll, with total expenses of 

$7.839, for a net loss of $711. 

We should pay our NGC dues in June, but as of the end of June we still had three clubs who had 

not paid dues: Fairfield, Olde Ripton, and Sherman.  Thanks to Barbara Romblad for her 

numerous contacts with these delinquent clubs, we finally received dues from Fairfield and Olde 

Ripton just last week.  Payments received in July are not reflected in the financial reports 

attached.   Sherman Garden Club is the lone holdout and historically they have been notorious 

for late payment of dues over the years, and actually did not pay dues for a few years before I 

was Treasurer. The last communication with that club indicated they were trying to decide if they 

should dissolve.   

As of today, the total number of paid FGCCT Members is 5,996 plus approximately 200 CT Life 

Members who do not pay FGCCT dues.  We do pay dues of $1 each to NGC for each paid 

member AND for each Life Member, so our membership remains at just over 6,000.   Neither of 

our previous Members-at-Large paid dues for this year, so we currently have no Members-at-

Large. I will pay both Regional and National Dues this month.  

As usual, the profit and loss and balance sheet statements are attached to this report.   
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Reports of Committee Chairs 

Awards Report – Vonice Carr (Read by Kathy Harris) 

I apologize for missing another Board meeting, but we are on a long planned and Covid delayed 

trip. 

The Awards Committee met in June and chose approximately 110 awards to present at the 

October 26 Awards Luncheon at The Aqua Turf Club.  Club presidents have been notified if 

their club is receiving a ‘named’ award so they can add the Awards Meeting to their calendar.  

Club presidents will receive a letter in late September about all the awards that their club will 

receive so they can invite the individual recipients to attend. 

After long discussions with Linda Kaplan, Public Relations Chair, the deadline for Public 

Relations awards will be changed from October 1 to January 1.  The time frame covered by the 

awards will be January 1 to December 31, which coincides with the NGC Awards requirement 

and the January 15 deadline for NGC Award submissions.  Since all award nominations must be 

submitted electronically, no changes can be made to the nominations received from the clubs, 

thus there is no advantage to an October 1 deadline.  NGC has five categories for Public 

Relations Awards: Membership awareness (brochures), social media/Websites, Digital Media 

(presentations), Publications (newsletters) and the promotion of National Garden Week. The 

Public Relations Chair and the Awards Chair will work closely to meet this deadline. This 

change will be announced in CF News, at the September Presidents Day Meeting and in a 

revision to the Awards Manual on The Federation website. 

At the NGC Annual Convention in Orlando, seven national awards were presented to FGCCT 

clubs.  These awards will be presented to the clubs at the October 26 Awards Luncheon. 

Today, the Board will choose the 2022 Bronze Medal recipient.  We have two nominees. One is 

from Pat Dray and the other is from Nancy Lenoce and Sharon Bender.  You received a copy of 

the bio in your BOD packet. The biographies will now be read. Board members will vote by 

writing your recipient’s name on the paper ballot provided.  The ballots will be counted by 

Lynda Brown and Kathy Harris and the Bronze Medal recipient announced. 

 

Susan Quincy 

Susan has served in Education Outreach at Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 

at the Kellogg Environmental Center for almost 24 years. She co-chairs the state’s Environmental 

Literacy Plan, which implements, evaluates and moves the goals of the plan forward for improved 

environmental and sustainable literacy. She is a steering committee member for school programs 

to create sustainable and healthy environments for staff and students. She coordinated the national 

curriculum of Project WET (Water Education for Teachers) to compliment national and state 

educational standards for science, language arts, social studies and mathematics. She had 

developed and updated outreach programs to schools, for professional development, to youth and 

informal educators (that’s us) using the Kellogg Environmental Center as a resource center. She 
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built partnerships with informal centers and organizations to expand the effectiveness of DEEP 

and strengthen its public voice and understanding of our natural resources. She created educational 

material, such as, Native Waters Extensions to Long Island Sound, School to Career: Planning for 

the Future, Women and the Environment Activity Booklet, Patchwork of History Educational 

Resource, and Food, Land and People: A Connecticut Focus. 

For over 15 years this nominee has provided her skills as a presenter, educator and administrator 

to the chairs of The Federation’s Environmental School.  She has provided the location, at Kellogg 

Environmental Center in Derby, and facilitated its use.  She has recommended presenters and 

detailed their subject matter and proficiencies. She then taught the subject when there was a late 

speaker cancellation.  As a presenter, she demonstrates a deep understanding of the subject matter, 

has an excellent presentation style and provides resources to contact additional experts in their 

field. When Environmental School needed to move to a Zoom format, she offered her skills on 

how to conduct a virtual school as well as her skills as a Zoom Administrator.  She then presented 

three classes of the 10-session school curriculum.  She consistently supports and offers education 

on how to be a virtual student, as well as teacher and program administrator. In her own low-keyed 

way, she has "moved mountains' for the school, helped to line up presenters, coordinated virtual 

field trips and explained various instructor styles and needs. The success of Environmental School 

has, in no small way, been due to Susan Quincy's vast experience, expertise and willingness to 

share and help. She has been a stalwart supporter of FGCCT for many years and offers many ways 

for garden club members to participate in environmental projects, both large and small. 

Previously, she was the Director of Education, Flanders Nature Center in Woodbury, spent two 

years as a full time Biology, Chemistry and Environmental Field Studies teacher in Illinois, was a 

junior zookeeper educator in Illinois and a summer camp director! 

Susan has a BS in Biological Science from Illinois State University and also BS In Secondary 

Education. 

For her expertise in environmental education and long-standing support of The Federation, we 

nominate Susan Quincy for the Bronze Medal. 

Maryellen Bespuda  

The Bronze Medal is the highest award by The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. and 

is awarded… for outstanding accomplishments in upholding the aims and purposes of The 

Federation including “…. To protect and conserve our natural resources, preserve our heritage 

and promote civic beauty. I nominate Maryellen Bespuda for her outstanding volunteer 

contributions to preserving our heritage. 

 

The Orange Country Fair 

The personal biography of Maryellen Bespuda is interwoven with the history of the Town of 

Orange where she has spent her adult life working on the Bespuda family farm. Orange, CT, was 

founded in 1822 as a division from the Town of Milford. In the post-war years, Orange began 

suburbanizing at a rapid pace, while still maintaining its rural roots and farming background. In 

1975, in celebration of our Country’s Bicentennial, and recognizing that agricultural fairs are 
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part of our rural history, Maryellen and her now deceased husband were inspired to revive the 

tradition of a country fair. It has continued since then as the Orange Country Fair and has stayed 

remarkably close to its roots -- appropriate for an event celebrating tradition. Like the early 

agricultural fairs, today’s event is also primarily agricultural, and features horse and oxen pulls, 

tractor pulls, pigeon racing, milking, sheep shearing, craft demonstrations, and exhibits of 

flowers, fruits, vegetables, baked goods and animals. The Fair hosts thousands of visitors from 

the New England region educating them on our agricultural heritage and has been awarded first 

prize for its fair book four times by the Connecticut Association of Fairs.  Maryellen continues to 

serve as a Superintendent of the Fair  

 

Restoration of the Historic Herb Garden at the Stone-Otis House 

Beginning in 2017, under the leadership of Maryellen, The Garden Club of Orange, in 

collaboration with the Orange Historical Society began the restoration of the herb garden at The 

Stone-Otis House. Using an original description of the garden provided by the Society the Club 

cleared years of debris and added donated compost and improved the soil and planted 31 types of 

herbs. The herbs were divided into four quadrants - two of culinary herbs, one of beverage herbs 

and one of medicinal herbs. Historically correct plant markers were purchased with partial 

reimbursement from a grant from the Orange Lions Club Charity. The Town of Orange donated 

mulch and assisted with its placement. The Club was awarded an NGC Plant America Grant for 

restoration of this historic Herb Garden. Maryellen continues her work to this day as the 

Chairperson of The Garden Club of Orange’s Historic Gardens Committee 

 

Service to The Garden Club of Orange 

Maryellen has been an active Club member since 1995 and has served in a variety of roles, 

including President and Civic and Conservation Chair. 

 

A paper vote was administered by Kathy Harris and Lynda Brown and the winner, by a 

landslide, was Susan Quincy.  

 

Blue Star Chairman Report – Krista Fiorini 
Since our May board meeting there have been 3 marker dedications; 2 Blue Star and 1 Gold Star.  

  

Dedications:  

May 29th: The Milford Garden Club dedicated a Gold Star Memorial By-Way Marker.  This 

Gold Star Marker resides on the Milford Green in a very prominent location.  After the Memorial 

Day parade, Marika Mosley, a Gold Star wife and garden club member, dedicated the marker.  

Polly Brooks and I participated in the ceremony.  Nan Merolla was also there representing the 

FGCCT.   

May 30th, Memorial Day: The Bristol Garden Club dedicated a Blue Star Memorial Marker.  

Their marker has been placed on Memorial Boulevard.  With the help of an enthusiastic member 

of their town’s Parks Department, a beautiful garden surrounds the marker. The ceremony took 
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place after their Memorial Day parade with the mayor leading the crowd over to the marker. I 

read the dedication for their marker.   

June 26th:  The Morris Cove Garden Club in New Haven dedicated a Blue Star Memorial 

Marker. The marker is at the entrance to Fort Nathan Hale.  They had a wonderful ceremony 

with a number of distinguished guests including Polly Brooks and a military tribute of a gun 

salute with muskets.  I read the dedication for their marker.  

There are now 21 markers in CT; 3 Blue Star Highway Markers, 13 Blue Star Memorial 

Markers, 1 Gold Star By-Way Marker and 4 Blue Star By-Way Markers.    

Updates  

The Pomperaug Valley Garden Club (in Woodbury) has hit a bump with their first choice of 

locations.  It’s on a state road and the DOT is pushing back.  I will try to work with them to solve 

this issue.  

At the Morris Cove Garden Club Blue Star dedication, one of the Blue Star Mothers in 

attendance has expressed an interest in a marker for their town, Old Saybrook.  They would 

partner with the Old Saybrook Garden Club for sponsorship.   

As of May 1st, the price of markers has increased by 15%.  Memorial and Highway Markers are 

now $1830 and By-Way Markers $610.  

 Financial Support: In the past, FGCCT has offered financial help by paying a portion of the cost 

of a marker.  We had a recent inquiry but there is no policy in place.  I’d like to research this 

further, discuss it with the executive board and then put forth some guidelines to the board for a 

vote.  The guidelines could include sponsorship with no financial aid for organization as well.       

  

Environmental School: Millie Legenhausen, Ginny Casanova & Sharon 

Bender 

Millie, Sharon and I are delighted to offer Environmental School, Course 1, Series 4 “The Living 

Earth” this September. It is a timely course, as you all well know, and we have as a state, as a 

nation and the world much to do to protect it.  

This is a “A Call to Action”, if you will!  Registration online is now available. Our focus is to 

encourage our Connecticut garden club members first, national garden club members and the 

public as well to join in increasing their knowledge on this most important subject. Our great 

state of Connecticut has instructors committed to the Environment and to our FGCCT schools. 

We are pleased to have the following instructors teach again for us; most you know from past 

courses:    

 

• Dr Oz Schmitz:  

Yale School of the Environment, Oastler Professor of Population and Community Ecology, 

Senior associate Dean of Research & Director of Doctoral Studies. 
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• Paul Tanner: 

LEP Associate Hydrogeologist, Connecticut and Massachusetts, Environmental Consultant 

with O’Reilly, Talbot and Okun Engineering Associates, Storrs- Mansfield , CT. 

• Margery Winters: 

Emeritus, Roaring Brook Nature Center, Canton, CT. Nature Instructor / Lecturer to CT and 

MA. Garden Clubs, Civic Groups for 20 plus years. Naturalist. 

• Carrie Szwed: 

Education Director, White Memorial Conservation Center, Litchfield, CT.  

• Gregory Bugbee: 

Department Environmental Science, Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station (CAES), 

New Haven, CT. Associate Scientist. 

• Robert La France: 

Director of Policy, Audubon Connecticut, Adjunct Professor of Law – Environmental Law, 

Quinnipiac University, Hamden, CT. 

• Susan Quincy: 

Kellogg Environmental Center, Derby, CT., Environmental Education Specialist.  

 

Millie will be putting out reminders as the summer progresses to our former students, consultants 

needing refreshing and you. Please encourage your membership to join us. Our National Garden 

Club Chair and Accrediting Chair are very excited about this course and have approved all 

instructors.  We’ll keep in touch. 

 

Flower Show School Report – Peggy Townsend 
Again, I wish to thank all the Board Members who helped to make FSS I become a reality. 

Thank you for attending, making designs, exhibiting horticulture, and in general, helping out 

with planning, advertising, and doing whatever needed to be done. 

FSS Course I (at Kellogg on June 7-9, 2022) was a huge success.  

• Twenty-five people attended  

• Four students were from out-of-state (2 PA, 1 DE, 1 TN)  

• Sixteen people took the exams 

• (12 students passed all 4 parts of the exams)  

• I anticipate that the course will be Accredited any day now and exam results can then be 

mailed to students 

 

Continuing our success, Course II is scheduled for October 12-14 at Kellogg Environmental 

Center, Derby, CT.  Lynn Fronk from Georgia and Cathy Felton from Massachusetts will be the 

instructors for these Fall classes. 



Board Meeting – July 20, 2022                       Page 12  

 

Please encourage your friends and club members to attend this class. (Classes need not be taken 

in order so if someone missed class one; he/she can start with class two on their journey to 

becoming an Accredited Judge.) 

We really appreciate your support and are looking forward to another fantastic class in October.    

Garden Therapy Report – Peggy Lajoie 

• Completed Garden Therapy Awards and sent write-ups to Vonice. 

• Approved a $500.00 grant from Garden Therapy to Shippan Point Garden Club for the 

2nd phase of their garden program at St. Camillus Health Care Facility for raised garden beds 

with wheelchair access.   Sending letter and check request to Shirly Hall and John. 

• Researching the Ryan’s Well Foundation.   Ryan Heljac is a Canadian activist who at the age 

six, started a program to raise funds to supply developing countries with clean water.  He is 

now 29 years old, and their current project is providing clean water and sanitation to areas of 

Uganda.   My decision eta is Sept 2022. 

• Writing an article for fall newsletter on Garden Therapy projects ideas. 

 

Gardening Council Report – Cheryl Cappiali 

The FGCCT bus trip to Untermeyer Gardens and Wave Hill on September 14, 2022, is now open 

to all members.  Please join us for what is sure to be a memorable excursion.  Thanks Kathy 

Lindroth!  

The Tri-Council Chairs are working on and will present a fall event focused on CT.   

 

I am sad to report that Lesley Orlowski resigned from the Council effective June 6, 2022.  She 

will be greatly missed.  I will continue to look for replacements.  Lesley will hold the records for 

the Gardening School until Roy Goyette puts together his team.  

 

If you are a Gardening Consultant in good standing, I would love for you to become more active 

in the Council.  It is not as glamorous as Landscape Design, or as in-the-news as Environmental, 

but it defines the framework of who we are:  Gardeners.  

 

Legislative Action Report – Gerri Giordano (Read by Kathy Harris) 

As a follow-up on my project on “No Balloon Releases” I was able to stop a balloon release on 

June 18th at Edgerton Park in New Haven/ Hamden. 

A Facebook advertising a balloon release with a picture from last year showing about 100 

balloons being released, was posted.  Article stated that they were planning another balloon 

release and that they were selling tickets for the event.  The name of the group was Spiritual Girl, 

Inc.   
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I contacted DEEP and asked if anyone took out a permit to release balloons.  They said they do 

not issue permits and for me to call the police in the town that the release would take place.  

After contacting the New Haven Police, I was told that Edgerton Park was, actually, in Hamden 

(141 Edgehill Rd,) and to call the Hamden Police.  I called them and told them my reason for 

calling, to halt a balloon release.  They said they never heard of such a request.  I explained the 

law to them and they had me talk to the Dispatch Supervisor.  I had to tell him the whole story 

again and he had me on hold while he looked up the law.  He said only 10 balloons per person 

per day per event was allowed.  I gave him the Location, the name of the Group holding the 

event and the person in charge and her phone number.  He said he would contact her and tell her 

the law and that she would be fined $35.00 if she released more than 10 balloons.   He asked me 

to call back the morning of the event. Well, we were there, and NO balloons were released! 

Needless to say, I was on the phone all morning, but it was well worth it.  If anyone hears of a 

balloon release, please contact me with the information and I will try and have it stopped.  My 

pledge still is “Balloons, Blow, Don’t Let Them Go”. 

 

Meetings Chair – Pam Atkins 
The October 26, 2022, Annual Awards Meeting is underway 

The Venue has been secured at the Aqua Turf and the menu has been selected. The pricing 

remained the same, so we will keep our ticket price at $42. 

 

The mail-in and online registration and flyer are completed and will be sent to the appropriate 

chairs for publicity.  

 

The vendors have been notified with contracts coming in. I have yet to secure a photographer and 

volunteers for the drawing.  Any help will be appreciated. 

 

Nominating Committee Report – Arlene Field 

I am pleased to report that after several months of recruiting efforts, our work to fill the position 

of Website Chair is complete. 

Motion:  As Chair of the Nominating Committee, I move that Scott DeMuth of The 

Garden Club of New Milford be accepted to fill the unexpired term of Shelley 

Hedberg as Website Chair.   

Motion passed unanimously. 

Shelley plans to continue to work with Scott as he transitions into this role and will remain a 

valued member of the Website team. 
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We look forward to Scott joining us and continuing the very important work of presenting The 

Federation to our members and the public via our website.  

Scott, we welcome you and hope that this is a fulfilling experience for you, as well as benefiting 

our clubs and their members.  Your efforts help ensure that a vibrant Federation continues in the 

future. 

 

Public Relations Report – Linda Kaplan 
• The Public Relations Chair, Linda Kaplan, met with the Awards Chair, Vonice Carr, on June 

7, 2022, to review selected public relations awards submitted last fall of 2022.  

  

• After lengthy discussions, Linda Kaplan and Vonice Carr would like to change the deadline 

for public relations awards submissions to January 1st from now on.  This would coincide 

with NGC awards requirements and would give us the first two weeks to review all 

submissions due by January 15th to send to NGC award submissions.  All award nominations 

would be submitted electronically, so no changes could be made to the nominations received 

from the clubs.  There are now five categories for public relations awards: (1) digital media, 

(2) membership brochures, (3) publications, (4) social media, and (5) promotion of National 

Garden Club Week.  

 

• Garden clubs would need to submit each submission electronically and, in addition, mail a 

printed copy of each submission to the Public Relations Chair by January 1st.  This change 

would be announced in CF News and in a letter to all club presidents.   

 

• The Public Relations Chair and Awards Chair would work together to meet the deadline for 

public relations awards. 

 

• Linda Kaplan plans to work on publicity for fall events in the next few weeks. 

Scholarship Report – Deb Osborne 

We have two applicants for Scholarship and the committee is deliberating.   

Social Media Chair Report – Kelle Ruden 
Facebook  

240 People like our page – 94.8% women and 5.2% men- up from 216 

Our page was visited 554 times in the last 90 days  

Our “most engaging post” June 8 “Our newest Lifetime Member” This post received 550% more 

reactions (52 reactions) than our median post (8 reactions) on Facebook. 

Our Post reach was up 118.9% to 6,523 vs 3,500 (up from 1,269 last report) 3,100 vs 3100 last 

report and 1,300 report before that  
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(*Note: Reach is the number of people who saw our posts at least once. Reach is different 

from impressions, which may include multiple views of your posts by the same people.  This 

metric is estimated.) 

Post Engagements was 921 (The number of reactions, comments and shares on our posts) 

Our “top location” for likes is Litchfield 

921 was the number of reactions, comments and shares on our posts. 

 

Instagram: (April 16-May 15) 

306 follow us (up from 258 previous report) 85.3% women, 14.6% men 

Reach- 441 accounts reached 150 followers and 106 non-followers (up from 256 previous report) 

We had 1,672 “impressions” vs 2,161 last report 

We had 95 profile visits up from 42 last report 

Accounts engaged: 93 (73 followers and 20 non-followers) with 433 content / post interactions 

(number of likes, saves, comments and shares) vs 204 last report 

Our “Top” story based on reach was June 22 “with 163 impressions “Garden Club of Old 

Greenwich held their annual meeting…”vs 94 impressions on last report’s top story. 

 

Reflections: 

A little less posting as I was traveling for a week in June and first week of July with very 

challenging bandwidth both places.  I am glad numbers continue to grow and I am actively 

seeking more content. 

 

Please do send anything you would like to highlight!  (Judges council meeting?  Flower Show 

School?) This is a nice way to share with our members some of the work the board does in 

between public meetings! 

 

As always, board suggestions for content are welcome- as well as hort tips and other news- 

accompanied by photos! 

 

Website Committee Report – Scott Demuth 

• Coordination and sharing of newsletter and other articles of interest between Media Team 

members (newsletter, website, and Facebook platforms) allows a unified theme and is 

working well. The Website Team appreciates this input. 

• I would like to remind board members that generic email addresses are required for posting 

on the Website. That includes supporting documents linked from the website.   

• There was a suggestion to add Affiliates to the Main Menu.  It is currently accessed from a 

sub-menu of Membership.  The Team is awaiting further instructions in this regard.  

• Environmental School is now open for Registration.  

https://business.facebook.com/latest/insights/overview/?business_id=1123579984712044&asset_id=108320907661104&nav_ref=pages_classic_isolated_section_insights
https://business.facebook.com/latest/insights/overview/?business_id=1123579984712044&asset_id=108320907661104&nav_ref=pages_classic_isolated_section_insights
https://business.facebook.com/latest/insights/overview/?business_id=1123579984712044&asset_id=108320907661104&nav_ref=pages_classic_isolated_section_insights
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• Beyond Beginnings Design Workshop updates please. 

• Council Dues can now be paid online.  This new option also provides a method for 

consultants to update their personal information. 

• A new Donate Form is now available.  It allows users to target specific funds into which 

donations can be made.  If there are other funds brought to the Web Teams attention, they 

can be added to this online form. 

• The Awards Meeting is currently the top priority of the Web Team. 

 

Youth Activities Report – Kandra Houston 
 

Youth Poetry Contest-NGC Winners  

Six FGCCT Youth Poetry Contest winners advanced from winning at the NEGC level to winning 

at the NGC level.  They are:  
 

• Grade 1 - Second Place - The Music of Nature by Kayla Kaplan, The North Haven Garden 

Club  
  

• Grade 3 - Honorable Mention - Chickadees by Arianna Linger-Meyer, Colchester Garden 

Club  

  

• Grade 4 - Honorable Mention - Beautiful by Taylor Hardy, Colchester Garden Club  

  

• Grade 5 - Honorable Mention - Migration of the Hummingbird by Savanna Alleyne, The 

North Haven Garden Club  

  

• Grade 6 - Honorable Mention - A Leaf's Journey by Adam John Guertin, Danbury Garden 

Club  

  

• Grade 8 - First Place - Birds Awakening to the Beauty of Spring by Jessica Haeckel, The 

North Haven Garden Club  

  

The Youth Poetry Contest NGC awards certificates were mailed to the sponsoring garden clubs 

on June 7, 2022.  

  

NGC YW-7 High School Distinguished Service Project-NGC Winner   

The North Haven High School Key Club (sponsored by The North Haven Garden Club) was the 

overall winner for the NGC YW-7 High School Distinguished Service Project award.    

The NGC awards certificate was mailed to the sponsoring garden club on June 7.  
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2022 Awards Committee Meeting on June 15-Youth Activities Awards  
There will be ten Luckner Youth Awards and three Youth Awards of Excellence presented.  

  

Youth Contests Publicity Item Submission for Aug/Sep CF News  

A brief publicity item covering the NGC Youth Poster Contest, Youth Poetry Contest, Youth 

Sculpture Contest, and the NGC YW-7 High School Distinguished Service Project Contest was 

submitted for the August/September CF News.  

  

Meeting Adjourned at 12:36 

Polly invited all board members to join her for a wonderful lunch of assorted salads. Susan 

Quincy of CT DEEP gave a presentation on Connecticut’s Environmental Education Plan at 

1:30.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathy Harris, Recording Secretary 

 

Attachments: 

Year-to-Date Balance Sheet, Profit & Loss as of June 30, 2022, and 2022-2023 Calendar 

 

Motion:  As Chair of the Nominating Committee, I move that Scott DeMuth of The 

Garden Club of New Milford be accepted to fill the unexpired term of Shelley Hedberg 

as Website Chair.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Motion: I propose we accept with regret the resignation of Shelley Hedberg as Website  

effective today. Motion passed unanimously (with regret). 

MOTION:  To ratify the email vote made by the Executive Committee to accept the 

Greenwich Botanical Center as an Affiliate organization of The Federation.   Motion 

accepted unanimously. 

 

MOTION:  To ratify the email vote made by the Executive Committee to accept the 

Bartlett Arboretum & Gardens as an Affiliate organization of The Federation. Motion 

accepted unanimously. 

 

****************************************************************************** 
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The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. 

Balance Sheet 
June through July 2022 

 

       Jun 30, 22 

ASSETS      

 Current Assets    

  Checking/Savings  

   1000 · B of A Checking 5999 111,699.40 

   1001 · B of A Savings 7492 109,769.03 

   1002 · Citizens Bank Checking 507-8 489.00 

   1015 · Citizens Bank Bus Perf MM 321-3 3,090.50 

   1020 · ALLIANCE  

    Alliance 11 mo CD 5570 40,079.62 

    Alliance 18 mo CD 5520 200,915.79 

    Alliance Checking 4920 242.20 

    Alliance MM 7470 2,754.67 

   Total 1020 · ALLIANCE 243,992.28 

  Total Checking/Savings 469,040.21 

 Total Current Assets 469,040.21 

TOTAL ASSETS   469,040.21 

LIABILITIES & EQUITY   

 Liabilities     

  Current Liabilities  

   Other Current Liabilities  

    2100 · Payroll Liabilities 3,252.94 

   Total Other Current Liabilities 3,252.94 

  Total Current Liabilities 3,252.94 

 

Total 
Liabilities   3,252.94 

 Equity      

  3200 · Restricted Funds/Councils  

   3210 · Environmental Council  

    Environmental Council Fund  

     EC Stripe exp -3.31 
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     Environmental Council Fund - Other 993.00 

    Total Environmental Council Fund 989.69 

   Total 3210 · Environmental Council 989.69 

   3220 · Gardening Council  

    Gardening Council Fund  

     GC Stripe exp -6.80 

     Gardening Council Fund - Other 7,542.09 

    Total Gardening Council Fund 7,535.29 

    Katherine Patrick Fund 2,850.00 

    Penny Jarvis Fund 1,758.79 

    3220 · Gardening Council - Other -79.74 

   Total 3220 · Gardening Council 12,064.34 

   3230 · Judges Council  

    Judges Council Fund  

     Beyond Beginning  

      Beyond Beginning Expenses -25,676.36 

      Beyond Beginning Registrations 30,544.00 

      
Beyond Beginning Stripe 
Expense -377.66 

      Beyond Beginning - Other -3,000.00 

     Total Beyond Beginning 1,489.98 

     Judges Council Fund - Other 1,219.31 

    Total Judges Council Fund 2,709.29 

    Judges Council Scholarship Fund 215.00 

    Marita Wezowic Fund 21,298.96 

    Mary Loncin Flower Show Award 1,500.00 

    3230 · Judges Council - Other 15.00 

   Total 3230 · Judges Council 25,738.25 

   3240 · Landscape Design Council  

    Landscape Design Fund  

     LDC Stripe exp -14.09 

     Landscape Design Fund - Other 7,158.17 

    Total Landscape Design Fund 7,144.08 

    3240 · Landscape Design Council - Other -50.08 

   Total 3240 · Landscape Design Council 7,094.00 
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  Total 3200 · Restricted Funds/Councils 45,886.28 

  3300 · Restricted Funds/Other  

   3302 · Garden Therapy 8,586.80 

   3303 · Habitat For Humanity 2,855.72 

   3305 · Scholarships  

    Arlene Field Gift from Board 150.00 

    donations from Annual Meeting 590.00 

    3305 · Scholarships - Other 10,475.38 

   Total 3305 · Scholarships 11,215.38 

   3306 · World Gardening 1,742.54 

   3307 · Gold & Bronze Fund 12,097.75 

  Total 3300 · Restricted Funds/Other 36,498.19 

  3400 · Tour Deposits 9,000.00 

  3900 · General Fund Equity-Unrestricte 332,038.34 

  
Net 
Income   42,364.46 

 Total Equity   465,787.27 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 469,040.21 

 

 

 

The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc 

Profit & Loss 
June through July 2022 

 

       
May - Jun 

22  

  Income      

   4200 · SCHOOLS REGISTRATIONS   

    4220 · Flower Show School   

     FSS I 1,355.00  

    Total 4220 · Flower Show School 1,355.00  

   Total 4200 · SCHOOLS REGISTRATIONS 1,355.00  

   4400 · Contributions/Unrestricted 109.12  

   4500 · Book Sales   
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    4501 · Book Sales - Non-Taxable 108.95  

   Total 4500 · Book Sales 108.95  

   4700 · Member Dues   

    4701 · Garden Clubs 468.00  

   Total 4700 · Member Dues 468.00  

   4702 · Affilliates 36.00  

   4800 · Interest   

    321-3 Citizen MM checking 0.10  

    5520 Alliance 18 mo CD 499.30  

    5570 Alliance 11 mo CD 43.38  

    7470 Alliance MM 0.32  

    7492 B of A Savings 7.34  

   Total 4800 · Interest 550.44  

   5180 · Tours 3,950.00  

   5205 · Life Memberships, CT 400.00  

   5600 · NEWS Advertising 150.00  

  Total Income  7,127.51  

 Gross Profit   7,127.51  

  Expense     

   Payroll Expenses 0.00  

   7000 · ADMINISTRATION EXPENSE   

    7009 · Payroll   

     FICA/Medicare Tax 278.66  

     7009 · Payroll - Other 3,642.50  

    Total 7009 · Payroll 3,921.16  

    7010 · Office Supplies 25.50  

    7013 · Bank Fees 3.90  

    7014 · Miscellaneous Expense   

     7017 · Stripe Expense donations 0.42  

    Total 7014 · Miscellaneous Expense 0.42  

    7018 · Zoom 14.98  

   Total 7000 · ADMINISTRATION EXPENSE 3,965.96  

   7060 · OFFICERS REIMBURSED EXPENSES   

    7062 · First Vice President 25.52  

   Total 7060 · OFFICERS REIMBURSED EXPENSES 25.52  
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   7200 · SCHOOLS EXPENSE   

    7220 · Flower Show School   

     FSS I   

      stripe expense 25.79  

      FSS I – Other 3,776.11  

     Total FSS I 3,801.90  

    Total 7220 · Flower Show School 3,801.90  

   Total 7200 · SCHOOLS EXPENSE 3,801.90  

   7301 · COMMITTEE EXPENSE/OTHER   

    Meetings   

     Annual Meeting   

      Centerpieces 41.43  

     Total Annual Meeting 41.43  

    Total Meetings 41.43  

   Total 7301 · COMMITTEE EXPENSE/OTHER 41.43  

   7400 · OTHER EXPENSES   

    7408 · Web Site 3.96  

   Total 7400 · OTHER EXPENSES 3.96  

  Total Expense  7,838.77  

Net 
Income     -711.26  
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CALENDAR 2022-2023   

 
2022  

July 20 

Board Meeting 

2023 

January 13-25 

Costa Rica 

August 2 

Plant Science Day 

Lockwood Farm, Hamden 

July 25-29 

Long Island Getaway 

January 18 

Board Meeting 

August 21-29 

Nova Scotia Tour 

August 3 

Plant Science Day 

Lockwood Farm, Hamden 

February 23-26 

CT Flower Show 

September 12-13 

Gardening School 1 

August 22-24 

Tri-State Symposium 

New Hampshire 

March 14 

Judges Council 

September 20 

Judges Council 

 

September 7-11 

Finger Lakes Tour 

March 15 

Board Meeting 

 

September 20  

President’s Day (TBD) 

September 20 

Judges Council 

March 28-29 

Landscape Design School IV 

September 21-21 

Environmental School 

September 21 

President Day 

(ZOOM) 

March (dates tbd) 

To Charleston 

October 10-13 

Flower Show School III 

September 22-23 

Environmental School I 

April 12 

Annual Meeting 

October (Dates TBD) 

NEGC Annual Meeting 

October 6-15 

Italy Tour 

April 18 

Judges Council 

October 25 

94th Annual Awards Mtg 

October 12-14 

Flower Show School II 

Kellogg 

April 25-28 

Flower Show School 

October 27-November 14 

South Africa Tour(s) 

October 18-19 

Gardening School IV 

(ZOOM) 

May 16 

Judges Council 

November 14  

Judges Council 

October 18-19 

NEGC Annual Meeting 

Nashua, New Hampshire 

May 17  

Board Meeting 

November 15 

Board Meeting 

October 26 

93rd Annual Awards Meeting 

May (Dates TBD) 

NGC Annual Meeting 

 

November 15 

Judges Council 

July 19 

Board Meeting (TBD) 

 

 


