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93rd Annual Meeting – April 13, 2022 
Aqua Turf Club, Plantsville, CT 

 

President Polly Brooks called the 93rd Annual Meeting to order at 10:00 am and welcomed all 

those attending noting that this is the first time we have all been together since the Pandemic.  

She welcomed Past Presidents Donna Nowak, Arlene Field, and Maria Nahom and thanked Pam 

Adkins for organizing the event.  

Arlene Field, Advisory Council Chair, led the assembly in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Polly made a motion to not read the minutes of the 2021 Annual Meeting.  She called for a vote 

to accept the minutes as submitted.  The motion was seconded and passed. 

Gini Mita, Programs Chair, introduced our speaker, Leslie Martino who presented an 

entertaining and educational presentation on Frederick Law Olmsted entitled “People, Places and 

Parks, Frederick Law Olmsted’s Relevance Today”.  2022 is the 100th Anniversary of Frederick 

Law Olmsted’s birth in Hartford, CT. 

The following Presidential Citations were announced by Polly Brooks: 

 

• Joanne McKendry – Chair Lovely Garden Award 

 

• Ginny Donovan – Flower Show Chair – Spring into CT 2020 and Rhythm & Blooms 

2022 we thank Ginny for all the wonderful work, flexibility and creativity that she put 

into these two amazing flower shows. 

 

• Dottie Fox – Youth Activities Chair, For her promotion of youth activitiesCheryl Capialli 

– Gardening School Chair – For acquiring the technical skills to host Gardening School 

via online webinars during the pandemic. 
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• Arlene Field – Advisory Council Chair - for her work on updating the Manual of Duties 

and her work on the Bylaws Committee.  

 

• Sharon Bender - Environmental School Chair – For reinvigorating our Environmental 

School program and modernizing it so that it is now based on a 21st Century Model.  

Mentored other school chairs and  

 

Kathy Lindroth, Tours Coordinator, reported on the Tours for 2022 and 2023: 

 

 2022 Tours   

• April 18-23  Low Country  

• June 19-28  Alaska 

• July 25-29  Long Island 

• Sept 1-11  Finger Lakes 

• October 6-16  Italy 

 

2023 Tours 

• January 12-22   Costa Rica with Cole Burrell, Birding Expert  

• March 21-26  Charleston  

• Spring    TBA 

• Summer    TBA – Considering National Parks 

• August    Nova Scotia – Landscapes and Cuisines  

• October    South Africa – Gardens and Landscapes  

o Safari Extension 3 nights  

o Victoria Falls – 3 nights 

 

Karin Pyskaty, First Vice President, recited a blessing to begin the luncheon.  

 

There were 12 vendors present for members to shop before the meeting as well as prior to the 

luncheon and during a 15-minute stretch after Leslie Martino’s presentation.  Each vendor 

provided an item to include in the drawing which was held after the luncheon.  Beautiful 

centerpieces were provided by Daytime Gardeners of North Haven, Litchfield Garden Club, 

Thames River Garden Club and Wallingford Garden Club.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 1:45 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Kathy Harris, Recording Secretary 
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