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GALAPAGOS ITINERARY 
  

DAY ONE        13 JAN 2024 
 

Flights to Quito, Ecuador. Transfer to San Jorge Eco-Lodge & 
Botanical Reserve/Quito, an 18th Century Spanish Hacienda, 
located in the High Barren Plains/Highland Rainforest (lodge 
9,500 ft.). Enjoy comfortable Andes hacienda rooms with pri-
vate baths and hot showers, decorated in the typical décor. Ac-
commodations include a double room, with private bath and hot 
shower. (Optional: Rooms with Balcony & View - queen bed). 
Upper level rooms are located on a terraced hillside. The lower 
level rooms are located closer to the restaurant for less walking 
(on request). Enjoy an outdoor swimming pool, sauna, Turkish 
bath, Jacuzzi, game room, lounge, and museum.  
 
The hotel offers Wi-Fi in the upper level rooms. Enjoy peace 
and tranquility at this mountain lodge in the Pichincha Foot-
hills, situated on 230 acres. Explore the beautiful gardens and 
birds within a comfortable eco-resort environment. Relax at the 
festive El Cucayco Restaurant serving delicious Ecuadorian and 
international cuisine, while overlooking the valley of Quito. 
 
Overnight: San Jorge Quito. 
  
DAY TWO  14 JAN 2024    BLD 
 

After breakfast, enjoy a walk through the botanical reserve for a 
half-day guided tour including the native plants, flowers, me-
dicinal plants, and hummingbirds at San Jorge Eco-Lodge & 
Botanical Reserve. 
 
Optional: 3-hour afternoon Cooking Class at the lodge, learning how 
to make Andes Chocolate, Andes Coffee & Empanadas.  Add $95.00 
per person (requires minimum of four persons to operate). 
 

Overnight: San Jorge Quito. 
 
DAY THREE    15 JAN 2024   BD 
 

The Galapagos Archipelago is a unique World Heritage Site, 
located off the coast of Ecuador. Ever since Charles Darwin’s 
famous voyage, the islands have provided a wealth of infor-
mation and inspiration for people throughout the world.  
  
Explore the Galapagos Islands, a remote archipelago where life 
goes on much as it has for millions of years. Here the animals 
have no fear of humans, and you can be at one with nature as 
nowhere else on Earth. Known as a “living laboratory of natural 
history,” a visit here led Darwin to develop his theory of natural 
selection. Don’t miss out on this tremendous learning experi-
ence in the “Enchanted Islands.” 
 
AM: Flight to Galapagos 
After breakfast, transfer to the airport for the flight out to the 
islands. You’ll be met in the Quito airport by a representative of 
the cruise vessel to make things run smoothly.  
Once in San Cristobal, passengers must go through an inspec-
tion point at the airport to make sure that no foreign plants or 
animals are being introduced to the archipelago. Also, this in-
spection point is where passengers pay the fee for entrance to 

 

Tour Thumbnail 
 

Day 1 - Fly to Quito. Overnight just out-
side the city at a lovely antique hacienda 
in a botanical reserve.  
Day 2 - Guided Tour of the botanical re-
serve. Overnight at the antique hacienda.  
Day 3 – Flight from Quito to Galapagos. 
Overnight onboard.  
Day 4 – Cruise. Overnight onboard. 
Day 5 – Cruise. Overnight onboard. 
Day 6 – Cruise. Overnight onboard. 
Day 7 – Flight from Galapagos to Quito.  
Overnight at airport hotel.  
Day 8 – Flight from Quito to Amazon.  
Overnight at Amazon lodge.  
Day 9 – Amazon. Overnight at Amazon 
lodge. 
Day 10 – Amazon. Overnight at Amazon 
lodge. 
Day 11 – Flight from Amazon to Quito.  
Overnight flight home. 
Day 12 – Arrive home.  



the Galapagos National Park. Later on, members of the boat 
crew will meet you and carry your luggage to a bus. Pas-
sengers will transfer to the Catamaran Seaman Journey by 
way of a motorized boat (panga). 
 
PM: SAN CRISTOBAL 
        INTERPRETATION CENTER 
This is an interpretation center with exuberant gardens and 
stunning ocean views. Visitors at the interpretation center 
can learn a lot from the geological and human history of the 
islands, conservation facts and natural history. This is the 
oldest museum of natural history in the Galapagos Islands, 
working to preserve the archipelago. . 
 

Overnight: Aboard the vessel. 
  
DAY FOUR 16 JAN 2024   BLD 
 

AM: SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND, GALAPAGUERA 
A short visit will take place at the Galapaguera, a good 
place to observe Galapagos tortoises in their natural habitat. 
San Cristobal island has endemic species such as: the San 
Cristobal Mockingbird (Nesomimus melanotis), lava lizard 
(Microlophus bivittatus), Chatham Leaf-toed Gecko 
(Phyllodactylus leei), and the tortoises. The large beach is 
a nesting zone for marine tortoises. Between January and 
May, it is common to find the footprints of female tortoises 
who have climbed the sand dunes to deposit their eggs. 
This truly is a special experience. 
 
PM: CERRO BRUJO 
Cerro Brujo is a beautiful white coral beach where you can 
swim and watch birds and sea lions, as you snorkel. This is 
the area of Charles Darwin’s landing, in 1835. In this mar-
velous lava landscape, you can watch seabirds like Blue-
footed Booby, Nazca Booby, herons, frigatebirds, and 
many other water birds. The protected bay is well known 
for its young tortoises. 
 
The salty pools behind the sand dunes were historically 
used by fishermen to produce salt in order to preserve food 
for the local population. Among the fauna, you can observe 
the San Cristobal Mockingbird and the San Cristobal Lava 
Lizards, both species endemic to the island and unique to 
the area. Furthermore, you’ll see the Galapagos. 
 
Vegetation covers the route, where you can find species 
like the Candelabrum Cactus and carob trees. Located on 
the north coast of Isla San Cristobal, this peaceful oasis 
with its white sand and crystal clear water, makes for a per-
fect combination and incredible experience. 
 

Overnight: Aboard the vessel. 
  
DAY FIVE 17 JAN 2024   BLD 
 

AM: ESPAÑOLA ISLAND, GARDNER BAY 
Located on the north-eastern coast of Hood Island, Gardner 
Bay offers an excellent beach for relaxing, swimming, 
kayaking, and the opportunity to observe sea lions 

 

Galapagos Vessel 

 

M/C Galapagos Seaman Journey is a first 
class catamaran that began sailing the Galapagos 
Islands in January 2008. It is a Boutique Yacht 
Catamaran offering superior comfort, size, style, 
and stability. Each guest can enjoy the well-
furnished facilities offering comfort and privacy. 
Galapagos Seaman Journey has a maximum ca-
pacity of 16 passengers allowing privacy and ca-
maraderie at the same time.  
 

The vessel has several resting areas for those who 
are looking for a quiet place to relax during their 
Galapagos cruise in the lazy mid-afternoon sun, 
or likewise after a busy day of swimming, snor-
keling, kayaking, or walking on one of the Gala-
pagos Islands. 
 

To check out the gorgeous ocean views with fel-
low shipmates, guests can spend some time on 
the liveaboard’s spacious sundecks. Whether they 
feel like getting a little sun on their vacation or 
want the best place to enjoy the gorgeous sunsets 
over the Galapagos Islands, their sundecks are 
the best place to be.  

 

For the adults who might want to relax and kick 
back, the vessels offers a great bar and lounge 
area where they are served by our bartender who 
will be happy to attend to all their needs and de-
sires while they relax. 



(Zalophus wollebaki) at close range. Here you can ob-
serve sharks in the crystal clear ocean waters. 
 
At this place you can see three species of Darwin finches: 
Española Ground-Finch (Geospiza conirostris); Small 
Ground-Finch (Geospiza fuliginosa); and Gray Warbler-
Finch (Certhidea fusca). Both resident and migratory 
birds can be observed. 
 
PM: SUAREZ POINT 
This area is great for spotting Blue-footed Booby, Waved 
Albatross, and Nazca Booby. A beautiful sight on the 
oceanfront, this large albatross uses the cliffs as a launch-
ing pad. The famous attraction here is the magnificent 
blowhole, spurting water high into the air: 50 to 75 me-
ters. This site presents wonderful photography opportuni-
ties. 
 

Overnight: Aboard the vessel. 
  
DAY SIX 18 JAN 2024   BLD 
 

AM: CORMORANT POINT/CHAMPION ISLET 
This site offers the best flamingo lagoon in the Galapa-
gos, one of the largest in the islands. It’s situated between 
two tuff lava cones that give the area a special atmos-
phere. There are various species of shorebirds present 
besides the flamingos, the most frequent being Black-
necked Stilts, White-checked Pintail, and other migratory 
birds. Explore the two distinct beaches, “The Green 
Beach” sand with its high volume of olivine crystals, and 
the “Flour Sand Beach” primarily made up of coral. 
 
After a walk, the group is taken to Champion Islet, a 
great place to enjoy snorkeling and the underwater wild-
life. Some of the animals that can be seen are sea turtles, 
sea lions, and multiple fish species, thanks to the nearby 
coral reef. 
 
PM: POST OFFICE BAY 
Historically, this site is the location of a wooden barrel 
that was placed here in the 18th century by the crew of a 
whaling ship. It has been used ever since by mariners and 
tourists as a post office. Additionally, this site was the 
landing area for some of the first colonists. Relax and 
enjoy the beach and the beauty of Galapagos. 
 

Overnight: Aboard the vessel. 
  
DAY SEVEN 19 JAN 2024   B 
 

AM: TURTLES TRAIL 
Although the great majority of Galapagos visitors come 
here to observe and appreciate natural wonders, it’s also 
interesting to learn how the protection and conservation 
of the islands is carried out. This trail and guided walk 
offers learning opportunities and time to commune with 
nature. After the morning excursion, you’ll be taken to 
the airport for your flight to the mainland. Flights from 
Baltra airport to Quito.  
 



Once back at the Quito airport, make your way to the near-
by hotel.  
 

Overnight: Wyndham Quito Airport is the top choice 
of Quito hotels when transiting, with a prime location at 
the Mariscal Sucre International Airport (UIO), a su-
premely comfortable and convenient base.  
 
DAY EIGHT 20 JAN 2024   LD 
 

AM: Flights to the Amazon 
Walk from your hotel to the check-in counter, then securi-
ty, and your gate. The short 30-minute flight will take you 
over the Andes, with wonderful views, weather permitting.  
 

Amazon Lodge 
Sacha Lodge is a deep jungle program, accessible by 
plane from Quito (we book and coordinate the 30-minute 
Quito-Coca-Quito flights) and the boat from Coca city (a 
90-minute “canoe” ride), for those who wish to view wild-
life in its natural habitat and learn about the ecosystems of 
the Neotropics from your local Quechua guides. In order 
to appreciate all that the rainforest has to offer, and to im-
prove the chances of finding animals, each of the guides 
will take you in small groups in different directions each 
morning and afternoon. 
 
Some of Sacha Lodge’s unique attractions: 
- Canopy walkway: Unique to Ecuador and one of a 
few in the world (1000 ft. long, and 120 ft. high). 
- Kapok tower: 140 ft high. 
- Canoe excursions through flooded forest ecosys-
tems. 
- Swimming in Pilchicocha Lake (in a swimming area 
that will not interfere with the local fauna). 
- Night walks and night canoe rides. 
- And much more! 
 

Overnight: Sacha Lodge. 
  
DAY NINE 21 JAN 2024   BLD 
 

AM: Guided Tours 
PM: Guided Tours 
 

Overnight: Sacha Lodge. 
 
DAY TEN 22 JAN 2024   BLD 
 

AM: Guided Tours 
PM: Guided Tours 
 

Overnight: Sacha Lodge. 
 
DAY ELEVEN     23 JAN 2024  B 
 

Flight from the Amazon to Quito and return flights to the 
United States or Optional Extensions.  



SAMPLE SACHA LODGE ACTIVITIES  (subject to change depending on weather, guides, etc.) 
 

Day 1 
Depart Quito's airport at 11:00am (subject to change). A 30-minute flight over the Andes Mountains leads you to the bustling oil town of Coca, located 
in the Amazon Basin. A quick lunch in Sacha's private house and then its off to the town docks where you’ll board Sacha's private canoes for the 2-hour 
journey down river to the Sacha Lodge property. A 30-minute hike through the rainforest leads you to Lake Pilchicocha. Here, you’re met by native 
workers to paddle you across the lake to your final destination. Arrive at Sacha Lodge around 3:30 or 4:00 pm (subject to change). 
 
Swim in the Lake Pilchicocha pool, a black water lake, home to many species of fish and animals. A refreshing swim upon arrival may be just what you 
need after being in the equatorial heat all day.  
 
Bird observation from the Mini Tower offers guests an excellent opportunity to view several species of birds common around the lodge. Also a great 
place to watch the sunset.  
 
Visit the Butterfly House with your naturalist guide to view the beautiful colors of many different species of butterflies. 
 
After dinner, accompany your naturalist guide on a night walk through the rainforest to view the hundreds of different species of animals that are only 
found at night. Or maybe take a canoe ride on the lake to view the Spectacled and Black caimans with their glowing orange eyes, as you silently paddle 
across the lake surface. 
 

Day 2 
Begin morning activity between 6:00am and 7:00am. 
. 
Take the Liana Chica Trail to the Canopy Walk for spectacular views of the rainforest canopy 
and many different species of vibrantly colored birds. Designed to be a self-standing rigid sus-
pension canopy walk, it is one of only a few in the world! Located within Sacha's private re-
serve, two miles from the shores of the Rio Napo and one mile from the lodge, the bird walk 
gives guests the opportunity to get an up close view of the rainforest canopy. Two of the three 
towers have observation decks every 12 meters in height. Canopy Walk is at 36 meters high 
and is 275 meters long, giving guests a "birds eye view" of all the wonders and beauty tropical 
rainforest has to offer. It’s a sturdy walkway enabling guests to casually move along while en-
joying the spectacular views. 
 
Next, walk through forest habitats where native guides will point out the many different species 
of medicinal plants that have been used in their culture for hundreds of years. Return through 
pristine primary forest with huge Kapok and fig trees towering hundreds of feet above your 
head. 
 
After lunch, you may choose to take a leisurely hike along the Rio Napo, or choose a little more 
challenging hike on the Leoncillo Trail to look for the elusive Dusky Titi Monkey. Either way, 
the trails will lead you back to the main boardwalk for your final hike and canoe ride back to the 
lodge. 
 

Day 3 
Leaving the lodge after breakfast, you begin your hike on the Lagartococha Trail. This trail 
offers you the chance to learn more about the native people and their relationship with the for-
est. Learn about the trees where native people believe the spirits of their ancestors live, as does 
the mysterious "dwende" or Devil-man of the Forest. 
 
After arriving at Lake Lagartococha, take a tranquil canoe ride through a natural swamp, home of anaconda, caiman, and capybara. After the canoe ride, 
a walk on the other side of Largatococha may give you the opportunity to spot capuchin or squirrel monkey playfully jumping through the trees.  
 
Return from the walk or canoe ride and head back to the lodge for a refreshing dip in the lake, or a nice relaxing nap in your personal hammock on your 
private balcony. 
 
After lunch, your native guide will teach you how to fish for the infamous razor-toothed piranha. Keep in mind that piranhas will never attack a person 
and swimming at the same time is perfectly safe and fun! 
 
Around 3:30pm, you’ll begin what many think is the best trail at Sacha, a silent canoe ride through the flooded Amazonian forest, where you may see 
troops of squirrel, capuchin, and howler monkey. Keep your eyes peeled for the shy and elusive river otter, as well as the incredibly well camouflaged 
Three-toed Sloth. 
 
After your eye-popping ride through the flooded forest, you’ll arrive at Sacha's 135-foot wooden tower built around an ancient Kapok Tree. Get close up 
views of vibrantly colored birds through Sacha's powerful spotting scopes, and watch the sunset featuring an amazing view of Mount Sumaco and possi-
bly a view of the snow-covered caps of the Andes. 



CRUISE MAP 



 

General Information 

Cabins and Mainland Tours (based on double occupancy): 
 

Standard Ocean View Cabin: $7,298 per person based on double occupancy. 
Upper Deck Suite Cabin Upgrade: $1,250 per person based on double occupancy. 
Single Cabin Supplement: $4,520 (if available).  
Single Room Land Supplement: $730.  
 

The Expedition Package Includes: 
 Starting two nights in Quito.  
 Four night cruise in the Galapagos Islands.  
 An in-transit night in Quito.  
 Three night Amazon exploration.  
 Guide services and transfers in the host country.  
 Flights from Quito to the Amazon and back to Quito.  
 Ingala Card: $20 per person.  
 Galapagos Park Fee: $100 per person.  
 $100 donation to The Federated Garden Clubs or Connecticut. 
 Entrance fee for the Amazon Community Interpretation Center.  
 Meals as noted each day. BLD (Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner). 
 All ship accommodations based upon two people sharing a cabin. Single cabins may be available at a sup-

plementary cost, but are not guaranteed.  
 Meals and non-bar beverages while onboard the vessel.   
 Information on all aspects of the expedition, plus suggested readings on the history, culture, and the ecolo-

gy of the Galapagos Islands and mainland Ecuador. 
 All gratuities for San Jorge Lodge, Seaman Journey, and Sacha Lodge.  
 
Deviation from the set itinerary could incur additional costs (i.e., transfers, accommodations, etc.). 
 

Package Price Does Not Include:   
Surcharge for non members, spouse excluded ($150); international airfares; island airfare; airport transfers at 
your departure city; passport and visa fees; international air taxes; fuel surcharges (if applicable); excess bag-
gage charges; personal and baggage insurance; all items of a personal nature such as laundry service, medical 
expenses, and room service; alcoholic beverages; any activities not specified in the tour itinerary, or those ac-
tivities listed as optional; meals not noted and while in transit; international flight booking assistance ($50pp); 
cabin upgrades.  
 

International Airfare: Estimated $600 round trip flight from the United States east coast to Quito.  
Island Flights: Estimated $580 per person (round trip—mainland to Galapagos).  
Fuel Surcharge: Currently estimated at $80 per person.  
 

Tour Options and Extensions:     
 Hotel room and cabin upgrades. 
 San Jorge Cooking Class ($95pp).  
 International Flight Booking Assistance ($50pp).  
 Machu Picchu Extension. 
 Amazon Lodge Extension. 
 Ecuador Highlands Extension. 
 
Call 860-767-0660 for details on the extensions.  



General Terms & Conditions   
 

Reservations 
Early reservations with deposit are essential to guarantee your booking. A $2,000 deposit per person, applicable to final payment, is required to 
reserve space on this trip. Reservations made within 120 days of departure require full payment along with the formal Registration Forms. Final 
payment for programs is due 120 days prior to departure. Payments can be made by personal check, money order, certified check, or a cashier’s 
check.   
 

Rates and Fares 
Prices are accurate as available at time of publication. Prices do not include airfare unless otherwise stated. Connecticut Audubon Society (CAS) 
reserves the right to alter quoted prices to reflect changes in airline fares, land service, or currency exchange rates. In the event that the number of 
participants is below the minimum required for the quoted price, a small group surcharge may be added. 
 

Cancellation and Insurance 
This tour involves a private yacht charter that is non-refundable thus making all payments for this trip, also non-refundable. In addition, flight fees 
may be nonrefundable. The purchase of a general travel insurance plan covering baggage, accident/life, and trip cancellation is highly recom-
mended and the way to cover non-refundable payments. Give us a call and we can put you in touch with those providers. CAS reserves the right, 
if registration is insufficient or other reasons out of our control, to cancel, postpone, or offer the trip with a small group supplement. In the event of 
cancellation or postponement, those with reservations will be notified as soon as possible and a credit of payments will be held on file. Connecti-
cut Audubon Society is not responsible for the refund or credit of additional expenses incurred in preparation for a trip. 
 

Responsibility 
Payment of deposit represents an acceptance of the following terms and conditions by the purchaser: Connecticut Audubon Society, its affiliates, 
and all cooperating airlines and agencies act only in the capacity of agents in all matters of transportation and tour operations, and their liability is 
limited to the terms of the airline tickets and land accommodation contracts. They are not responsible for any delays, inconveniences, accidents, 
expense, or mishap of any kind whatsoever resulting entirely or in part from the negligence of others or from causes beyond their control. They 
can accept no responsibility for losses or additional expenses due to delay or changes in air or other services, sickness, weather, strike, riot, war, 
quarantine, or other causes. All such losses or expenses must be borne by the passengers, as the tour rate provides for arrangements only for the 
time stated. The right is reserved to substitute hotels of similar category for those indicated and to make any changes in the itinerary where 
deemed necessary or caused by changes in air schedules. Baggage is at the owner’s risk entirely. No refund can be made for unused hotel rooms, 
meals, and sightseeing tours unless arrangements are made at time of booking. The right is reserved to decline any person as a tour member for 
any reason which affects the operation of the tour or the rights, welfare, or enjoyment of the other tour members. Any refund of the recoverable 
land tour services is the limit of Connecticut Audubon Society and its affiliates’ liability. 
 
 

To Make a Reservation:  
 

Send the above stated deposit to hold your reservation.  
 
Send your name(s), address, phone number, email address, name of the trip, your deposit, and  membership fee (if applicable) to: 
 

Connecticut Audubon Society EcoTravel 
PO Box 903, Essex, CT  06426 

    860-767-0660 
ecotravel@ctaudubon.org 

www.ctaudubon.org/ecotravel EcoTravel 

 

Kathy Lindroth 
Tours Coordinator 

Federated Garden Clubs of CT, Inc. 
860.836.3407 



Type: Motor Catamaran  
Electric System: 2x 50 kw IMOCategory: Boutique Yacht Naturalist Liveaboard  
Electric Power: 110v and 220v AC/DC  
Material Construction: Fiberglass 
Cruising Speed: 10 knots 
Length: 90 feet  
Water Capacity: 3,000 gallons 
Beam: 36.08 feet  
Full Capacity: 2,500 gallons 
Draft: 4.75 feet  
Passenger Capacity: 16 
Year Built: 2007 
Crew: 9 members 
Main Engines: 2x Cummins 350 hp IMO 
Diving: Sport platform 
Equipment for Sports: Snorkeling and sea 
kayaking 
 

Each meal on board is a treat for the taste buds as the chef prepares the finest international and local dishes us-
ing fresh ingredients of the highest quality. All meals include the choice of red meat, poultry, or seafood. In 
case you have a food allergy or food restriction, we can adapt the menu to your requirements.  
 

After a full day of island visits, you will learn a little more about the sights you visited and will be able to ask 
your guide specific questions about wildlife, geology, marine life, biology, and other topics. Our locally certi-
fied naturalist guide speaks English and has years of experience in the Galapagos Islands.  
 

We believe that the key to a great itinerary is variety, therefore we visit several ecosystems within the Galapa-
gos archipelago. Shore excursions are packed full of activities and lots of fun. A typical visit to a landing site 
includes a Zodiac ride, nature hike, snorkeling or kayaking, and of course, time to relax on the beach.  

Yacht Specifications - Seaman Journey 



Deck Plans 

Main Deck 

Upper Deck 

Sun Deck 


