
 

   

Minutes of the Board Meeting  

May 18, 2022  
In Person  

Jones Auditorium – CT Agricultural Station 

 

 
   

 

Present: Pam Atkins, Lynda Brown, Cheryl Cappiali, Ginny Casanova, John Davis, Arlene Field, 

Shirley Hall, Kathy Harris, Shelley Hedberg, Kandra Houston, Linda Kaplan, Sue Kelley, Peggy 

Lajoie, Susan Laursen, Terry Lubman, Trish Manfredi, Renee Marsh, Nan Merolla, Donna Nowak, 

Karin Pyskaty, Kelle Ruden, Jean Stetz-Puchalski, Krista Swanson-Fiorini, Ellie Tessmer, Peggy 

Townsend,  

  

Excused: Polly Brooks, Vonice Carr, Ginny Donovan, Anne Harrigan, Millie 

Legenhausen, Nancy Lenoce, Kathy Lindroth, Gini Mita, Deb Osborne, Barbara Romblad, 

Marty Sherman 

 

Absent: Roy Goyette, Carol Steiner 

 

Welcome:   
First Vice President, Karin Pyskaty called the meeting to order at 10:07 a.m. welcoming 

everyone including former Presidents Donna Nowak, and Arlene Field.  

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by John Davis, Assistant Treasurer 

 

Recording Secretary:  Kathy Harris 
The Minutes of the March Board of Director’s Meeting were NOT approved as amended. 

The Recording Secretary will make necessary changes and re-submit in July. 

 

Awards: Vonice Carr (Read by Kathy Harris) 
It is with great emotion that I share the following news with you.  I am attending the NGC 

Convention in Orlando, Florida.  No, I did not get to go on the “Behind-the-Scenes Disney 

Tour”.  That was cancelled, but I have more exciting news. 

Next Meeting – July 20, 2022 
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Last night at the National Garden Club Convention’s Awards Banquet in Orlando, Florida, 

Lynn Werner, Executive Director of the Housatonic Valley Association, accepted the Award 

of Excellence, the highest honor bestowed by NGC, on behalf of the HVA.  This is the 

National Garden Club’s highest award, and it recognizes exceptional individuals, 

organizations or institutions that advance the goals and purposes of NGC. 

 

As you recall, The federation presenter Lynn Werner of the Housatonic Valley Association 

The Bronze Medal, our highest Award in October of 2021. 

 

HVA is involved in water conservation watershed preservation, land conservation and 

recreational opportunities in the Housatonic Valley watershed.  I submitted the HVA for the 

NGC Award of Excellence in January, and it was considered with all other national 

nominations and was chosen unanimously as the award recipient. 

 

Polly Brooks, Jane Waugh, and I shared the excitement of the moment.  To say excitement 

does not do the moment justice.  Tears, hugs, and laughter were involved. 

 

We congratulate Rosemary Bonaguide and the Goshen Garden Club for nominating the 

Housatonic Valley Association.  And congratulations to Lynn Werner and the Housatonic 

Valley Association for being such an exceptional, now nationally recognized, organization 

supporting water quality in the entire Housatonic watershed.  Also, thank you to the Board 

for providing this opportunity to bring national attention to the important conservation 

activities occurring in Connecticut.  I’m humbled to be representing Connecticut. 

 

Two Connecticut nominees have received the NGC’s Award of Excellence previously:  In 

1956, Dr. Paul B. Sears, a pioneer ecologist, writer, and chairman of the Yale University 

Conservation Program.  Also in 2010, Sydney Eddison, a writer, gardener and lecturer who 

authored ‘Gardening for a Lifetime’ and ‘The Garden Palette’ among other titles. 

 

Corresponding Secretary:  Lynda Brown 
We had one get well card to Chris (and Shirley) Hall upon his fall and needed surgery 

 

Nominating Committee Report: Arlene Field 
Arlene added that Website Chair Shelley Hedberg has state her intention to retire from her 

position at the end of the year. Therefore, the Nominating Committee has begun a search to find 

a replacement to fill this important position.   

 

The Nominating Committee is comprised of club members from across the State, many of whom 

have been involved with The Federation for years and bring a wealth of experience and 

knowledge. Arlene serves as Chair of the Nominating Committee, and is joined by:  

 

• Donna Nowak, former President of The Federation and a member of Evergreen Country 

Gardeners,  
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• Trish Manfredi, Chair of the Judges Council, also a member of Evergreen Country 

Gardeners,  

• Karen Geisler, President of the Duck River Garden Club of Old Lyme, 

• Lesley Orlowski of the Guilford Garden Club, and 

• Pat Dray of the Garden Club of Orange.   

 

The committee is reaching out to clubs to fill this position and we encourage you to spread the 

word to your clubs to help us to find a competent volunteer to train with Shelley.   

 

President:  Polly Brooks 
Isn’t Vonice’s news the best?!  

What most of us will add will fall far short of her report.  

 

In March, after the Board’s last meeting, I welcomed attendees to Landscape Design School, held 

virtually. 

 

In April, I attended Membership Monday, an online NGC offering which will meet again come the 

fall. 

 

Lynda Brown and I met with Kristie Gonsalves April 14th over lunch, discussed many issues, and 

received two checks written to The Federation from Kristie, one for “Rhythm and Blooms,” and a 

second to cover the receipts folks submitted for parking. 

 

April 29th, Lynda, her husband George, and I met with members of the Garden Club of Hartford at 

our storage lockers to loan them our photography display panels.  

 

May 5th, I had a wonderful time at Connecticut Valley Garden Club’s fundraiser. 

 

May 9th, my son, Reto (rhymes with NATO, Kathy) and I went to former President Inge Venus’ house 

to collect Federation papers and items she had stored. 

May 12th, I attended a festive celebration of Stamford Garden Club’s Centennial and took them a 

Certificate from National Garden Clubs. 

 

We need a committee to research outside firms to scan minutes and any other important 

Federation papers. 

 

• Roughly a year ago, there was an article in TNG, (The National Gardener), NGC’s now online 

opus, discussing the necessity of doing this, not dodging the cost of it. 

 

• We cannot store papers in folks’ homes, basements, or garages. It makes no sense. 

 

• We cannot expect our membership to have the time to scan things as their first priority. 

 

• We need to look into options, come up with a few, and present them to the Finance Committee 

for action. 
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• I intend to ask a number of former Recording Secretaries, Arlene Field and Karin Pyskaty, to join 

our current Recording Secretary and Historian, Kathy Harris, on an ad hoc Committee to research 

this. This announcement does not come as a surprise to any of them.  

 

• Additional input from those of you with different skill sets would speed this up. If this intrigues 

you, if you know of a club member who you think would assist us, please, please tell me. 

 

I miss you, each and every one, and look forward to seeing you in July, if not sooner. July is the 

month we present and vote for nominations for the Bronze Medal. It is also the month I host you 

for luncheon and a speaker. By then, this latest viral iteration had better be history. We’ll be in the 

northwest corner (Lions and tigers and bears- oh my!). More to come later… 

 

 

Office Administrator: Barbara Romblad (Read by Kathy Harris) 
Last report March 2022 

• Membership – 6143 members in the FGCCT database daily  

• Constant Contact:  5555 contacts (includes club members, CFNews only - 8 & Affiliates-17) 

Daily editing of both FGCCT & Constant Contact databases 

• Affiliate Organizations:   Affiliate organizations (17 paid) 

• Communication:  Many detailed emails daily 

• BOD List:  Updated as needed; send it to Shelley for posting to website 

• FGCCT database & Constant Contact:  This includes daily processing of incoming 

membership & dues reports. Balancing of membership # & submitted dues.  Occasional email 

to address discrepancies.  Follow up by contacting unsubscribed and bounced contacts with 

emails.   

• Directory of Garden Club: updated as needed. Sent to Shelley for posting to website 

• Creating: Creating several E-Blast for both CC members & Presidents i.e. tours and 

announcements 

• Mail:  Processing of mail including posting to ledger, filling and making bank deposits  

• Routine clerical office work/going to post office/bank including phone conversations/reports 

Summary: 5-16-22  

Total Clubs: 116 

Total Membership: 6143 

Total Membership Affiliate Organizations:  17 

Total club members contacts for CC: 5555 

Second Vice President:  Nan Merolla   
MEETINGS/EVENTS:  

Attended Olde Ripton Garden Club meeting on April 4th, in Shelton; Program by Lee Ganim of 

Ganim’s Garden Center in Fairfield on preparing your gardens for spring planting.  I spoke to the 

membership about the work of the Federation, Award applications, Scholarships, Social Media 

opportunities and answered their questions.  
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• Represented FGCCT, receiving check, with photo op, on 5/6, in Wilton, for Scholarship Fund.  

• FGCCT Annual Meeting, 4/13:    

o Set up Membership Table with FGCCT displays, new membership rack card, signage with 

QR codes, club brochures, school brochures, and tours info.  o Displayed Sign-up Sheet for 

Interest in having me attend Club meetings – 6 clubs signed-up and I am following up to 

secure dates and times.  

 

MEMBERSHIP:    

• Have set up dates to attend Club meetings with:  Westbrook GC (8/23), Simsbury GC (6/20), and 

Leets Island GC (9/13).  

• Continue to work with Katherine Kosiba, President of Colchester GC, and Linda Kaplan, 

President of Quiet Corner GC, on a Zoom Information Exchange on “Membership.”  Details to 

come.  

• Worked with Quiet Corner GC to be the “Featured Club” in the June/July CFNews and on our 

website.   

 

CT LIFE MEMBERSHIPS:    

• I currently have 4 applications for CT Life Memberships, all being presented at their Annual 

Meetings in June.  I may be attending those meetings to help present the awards.  

 

AFFILIATES:    

• Welcomed a new Affiliate organization, Bartlett Arboretum & Gardens in Stamford, CT.  Per our 

Bylaws, the Executive Board was able to approve their membership by email vote.    

• Currently have 17 paid Affiliates.  I list 25 on the website and will be sending out notices of 

delinquent dues shortly.   

• I updated the detailed list of Affiliates, and it is posted on our website.  

• Worked with our affiliate, Hollister House Gardens, to be our spotlight affiliate in the June/July 

CFNews.  They will also be featured on our website, and social media.  

 

• TRIBUTE AWARDS    

• I have not received any applications for tribute awards at this date.  

  

Treasurer:  Shirley Hall   
As of April 30, our Balance Sheet assets totaled $463,695, which includes $45,550 in the four 

Councils and $33,397 in the other donation based restricted accounts.  The change in net assets since 

our last Board Meeting in March is an increase of $31,953.  In March and April our P&L shows 

income of $46,301 and expenses of $20,199 a net increase of $26,101. Our income for that period 

included $12,500 from Northeast Expo for the Flower Show, dues from member clubs, registrations 

for Landscape Design School and Flower Show School, registrations for the Annual Meeting, and 

income from the Low Country Tour.  Our expenses were for Schools, the Flower Show, the Annual 

Meeting and of course payroll.  As of my writing this, we still have not received dues from 4 clubs, 

Washington and Fairfield who have not responded to emails, and Olde Ripton and Sherman who are 

chronically late in paying. 
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There is a new procedure in place for paying council dues online with a credit card.   I’ve had almost 

daily activity for online payments and therefore daily deposits.  It is important to stay on top of it 

otherwise balancing the checking account each month would be a nightmare.  

 

I have asked our accountant to file an extension for our federal tax return and I hope to meet with him 

soon.   

 

And my standard reminder….checks for deposit go to Assistant Treasurer John Davis, and requests 

for reimbursement or invoices to be paid go to me.  

 

As usual, the Profit and Loss and Balance sheet are attached to this report.   

                                                              

Assistant Treasurer:  John Davis 
Income Tax Filings for Member Clubs 

Most garden clubs who have total receipts of $50,000 or less can satisfy their annual 

reporting requirement with the IRS by filing form 990-N (e-Postcard). The filing is done 

online on the IRS website and is very straight-forward. The filing is due the 15 th day of 

the 5 th month after the close of the club’s tax year. 

 

There are 25 member clubs which have not yet filed their returns for 2021, of that 

number, 16 clubs have fiscal years ending on December 31 (their due date is 

5/15/2022) and the data I was using was as of 5/10/2022 so these clubs have time to 

stay current. 

 

There is no penalty for filing late, but if a club fails to file for three consecutive years, 

their tax-exempt status can be revoked by the IRS. Thanks to Shirley Hall’s work in 

doing the filings for 10 clubs for the 2019 year, no club is currently at that risk. 

Reminder emails have been sent to these clubs. 

 

Reports of Committee Chairs  
 

Awards:  Vonice Carr (Read by Kathy Harris) 
The Awards Committee will continue to accept Award Applications until May 31. An e-letter was 

sent to all club presidents and board members on May 4 about the deadline.  The committee meets in 

early June to choose who will receive awards at our October 26 Awards Luncheon.  You still have 

time to complete an application, which is available on the website. 

This is the second reminder that Bronze Medal nominations are due by July 1.  If you have a 

candidate, please write a one-to-two-page letter outlining their accomplishments and email it to me at 

awards@ctgardenclubs.org.  The nominees will be presented for your vote by ballot at the July 20 

Board meeting.  If we have no nominees, the award notes that it ‘may be presented annually’. No 

officer, committee member, or board member is eligible for the award. 

 



Board Meeting – May 18, 2022                 

(Rev. 7/27/22) Page 7  

Bylaw Review Committee 
The Bylaw Review Committee has completed Bylaw review and soon it will be time to start that 
process all over again.  The Manual of Duties was completed, and a few updates were in order.  We 
need to continue work on the revised Standing Rules as soon as we are able to meet together again, 
and I will be in touch with Committee members to try to set up a date.  

 

Blue Star Memorials:  Krista Swanson-Fiorini   
Upcoming Dedications   
The Milford Garden Club will dedicate their Gold Star Memorial By-Way Marker on Sunday, May 

29th.  It will be after the Memorial Day parade which is at 2:00pm. There will be a Reception at the 

DAR. Excited to have a Gold Star Marker in Connecticut on the green in Milford.  

  

The Bristol Garden Club will dedicate their Blue Star Memorial Marker on Memorial Day, Monday, 

May 30th at 11:00 am.  It will also part of a Memorial Day celebration with a parade. The marker is 

being placed on the corner of Wozenski Way (formerly East St) and Memorial Boulevard.  

 
Note:  Board members are welcome to attend the above dedication ceremonies. 

 
Updates  

To allow enough time for planning, the Pomperaug Valley Garden Club (in Woodbury) will aim for a 

2023 ordering and dedication of a marker.  

 

New Milford Garden Club has expressed interest in a marker.  I presented at one of their meetings.  

They inquired about financial help from the Federation.  Some research has been done into what the 

process was in the past.  I’ve found some additional leads to track in the information that was passed 

to me.  Once a firm plan has been developed, it can be presented to the board for discussion and 

approval.   

Still trying to get pictures to Shelley Hedberg.  

There are 18 markers in CT: 3 Blue Star Highway Markers, 11 Blue Star Memorial Markers and 4 

Blue Star By-Way Markers.  This does not include the new markers that will soon be dedicated.  

Environmental School: Virginia Casanova, Millie Legenhausen 
The Environmental School committee is excited to announce Course 1 “The Living Earth” is 

scheduled for September 22-23,2022 and we have commitment from some wonderful instructors 

from previous years as well as renowned instructors teaching this year. We are awaiting confirmation 

from NGC for our new instructors. Publicity is moving ahead as well. We look forward to another 

informative and successful year.  

  

Flower Show School:  Peggy Townsend 
FSS Course I will take place at the Kellogg Environmental Center on June 7-9.  Thank you so much 

to all the Board Members who volunteered to make Traditional Mass Designs and to bring in your 

Begonias and Hosta Plants. There will be 12 designs that will be part of this class.  20 have signed up 

and 12 for credit.  Just a reminder, Kellogg will be open on Monday June 6th from 12:30 to 4:30 for 
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bringing things in and setting up. We really appreciate your support and are looking forward to a 

fantastic class.    

Judges Council:  Trish Manfredi  
The April meeting of Judges Council featured Jorge Uribe, of Urban Florals, in Wolcott.   Jorge is 

AIFD, as well as a Certified European Master (EMC), who has won national and international awards 

for his floral designs.   His presentation included European floral trends illustrated by large, unique 

constructions that served as mechanics to hold flowers and foliage.    Definitely ‘outside the box’ of 

NGC Handbook designs, so our creativity was inspired! 

 
Tuesday’s May meeting program will be Peonies – History and Cultivation by Dan Furman of 

Cricket Hill. At least 18 CT judges will attend the New York Symposium in Poughkeepsie June 15-

16 with two national instructors – Claudia Bates for Design and David Robinson for Horticulture. 

 

Four clubs made the centerpieces for the April FGCCT, Inc. Annual Meeting at Aqua Turf, with the 

extras going into the raffle. Clubs were Wallingford, Litchfield, Thames River and Daytime of North 

Haven; coordination by Judges Council. 

 

Landscape Design Council: Susan Laursen 
Our Council appreciates the efforts of Sue Kelley in putting together a well-organized LD School in 

March.  As a result, we have added 9 new Provisionals and 4 new Consultants. including Emeritus, 

we now have 100 people with the status to join our Council.  We are presently collecting dues and 

expect about 70 members.  

 

On June 10th our Council will be attending Stonington’s fabulous walking tour of “Gardens by the 

Sea”.    

 

On Wednesday, September 15th we will have our first Tri-Council event.   

 

With the help of Kathy Lindroth, we have an amazing day trip planned to Untermeyer and Wave Hill 

Gardens in New York.  Registration will be available this week and will be initially only offered to 

Gardening, Environmental, and Landscape Design Councils with a limit of 30 attendees.  

Other trips are in the works. If not enough council members sign up, the trip will be open to Board 

Members at a cost of $138.00 ($148.00 for guests). 

 

Landscape Design School: Sue Kelley 

Course 3 Series 11 Recap 

Tuesday-Wednesday; March 22-23, 2022 via Zoom 

Enrollment: 

For NGC Credit: 

• 28 CT Students 

o 3 Students reached Consultant status 

o 9 Students became eligible to join the LD Council  
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o 12 CT Consultants (including 6 proctors, Karin & myself) received Refresher 

Credit  

o 33 Out of State Students & Consultants 

 

• 73 Total 

• Plus 5 Auditing students (all from CT including 2 FGCCT Board members) 

• Plus 2 Students who had to drop out due to technical and scheduling problems 

* 18 States were represented in the total enrollment. 

**All students passed the exam with the help of a review the end of each day.  

***All in all, including instructors, the master list had 90 participants. 

 

Polly Brooks gave Opening Remarks and smartly promoted FGCCT’s other schools. Susan Laursen’s 

talk about the LD Council and pictures of gardens the Council has visited was so good an attendee 

from NY asked if she could join our Council and another said she wanted to move back to CT.  

Student/Consultant Survey Results (43 responses): 

72.1% Excellent & 27.9% Very Good. Nothing below VG! 

• 95% said it was easy to log in and stay connected. 

• 74.4% rated the Zoom Course experience Great; 25.6% Good 

• 7% would have liked a 3rd day 

• 5% were interested in an evening course 

• 0% were interested in the 2nd day being held on a weekend 

• 11.6% said breaks were too short; - 81.4% said sufficient number of breaks 

Feedback from the LDS Instructors: 

• Wes Wazni: “…I think the whole process worked well on your end. I'm not sure what could 

have been done better. Thanks for your hard work!” 

 

• Sohyun Park: “…I think the overall process and logistics were pretty reasonable.  I think it is 

a wonderful program with little areas to improve.  It would be great if we can see participant’s 

faces on Zoom during the Q&A session, but I understand it may cause some connection 

issues.  I wished I could attend some instructors’ lectures, but it didn’t work out for me at this 

time.  I would be happy to do this again next year if you think my contribution would be 

helpful for students and the School!  Thank you again, and I appreciate the effort and energy 

you put in this fantastic program!” 

 

• Barbara Schaedler: “It was my pleasure!”  

 

• Allan Broadbent: “Thank you Sue!  My pleasure.  I have always enjoyed teaching and 

providing these courses at LDSS has been a wonderful way to do that.   Thanks for including 

me!  You all do an incredible job and I have nothing to share other than ‘keep it up!’” 

 

• Heather Heimarck: “I have no specific ideas for improvement on the local level.  On the 

national level, I wonder when was the last time the curriculum and supporting text was 

evaluated? I think the reading is pretty good but it feels dated.  I wonder how well topics 
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regarding climate change readiness, ecological health, soils, etc. are addressed in the overall 

curriculum.   In terms of what you can do specifically- I think you should give yourself a pat 

on the shoulder, it is a challenging task especially the first time around.” 

 

• Leslie Martino: “Thanks, Sue! Nice to get the feedback. I truly appreciate it! You did a 

fabulous job organizing the speakers and students. I have no recommendations for 

improvement. It is extremely well run!! Yes, the honorarium is low for the amount of work 

involved. I know for speakers that need to present or teach to maintain credentials; it might 

not be such an issue. But the honorarium amount has not changed since I have been involved 

in the program. That being said, the garden study school pays $100 per presentation (1 hour). 

This is terrible, but most of their presenters are educators and they can’t accept dual payment 

and the $100 ends up being a donation to their organization. I participated last year with GSS 

but would not be able to afford to in the future. Interesting dilemma for FGCCT inc! “  

 

• Bill Einhorn: “…It was my pleasure.....Since I basically retired from teaching when Covid hit 

it felt good getting back on the horse as they say! I am glad the students enjoyed and learned 

from the presentation...Let me know if you ever need me again. I have several PowerPoints 

on many topics that I have used at the NYBG so I would not have to do too much prep.” 

Final Budget: $2500 Instructors 

 $  Class Marker Exam 

 $  Zoom 

 $  360 National Garden Club 

 $  Total Expenses 

Revenue:  $ 

Profit:              $4211.64 

*By emailing all materials “pdf” to instructors (except contracts) and participants, big printing and 

postage savings were realized, including scanning textbook chapters.  

Issues: The complexity of producing the final Roster, Form 6 and Form 7 for 73 students was 

daunting. There is huge confusion among students as to the process. Likewise, there seems to be 

confusion on the part of National and State Chairs. As an aside, one student landed in the hospital the 

day of the exam and didn’t take it until 4 weeks later which messed up the alphabetical order of the 

report given the inflexibility of the manual nature of the report and the check amount.  

   

Legislative Action:  Gerri Giordano (Read by Kathy Harris) 
Again, I am addressing the 5-cent surcharge (not a tax) on every “nip” bottle sold in Ct., a State Law 

passed last fall that was championed by Senator Christine Cohen.   A “nip” is classified as a spirit or 

liquor beverage container of 50ml or less.   They are both plastic and glass bottles.  They are 

everywhere-thrown along the streets, sidewalks, trails, parks, parking lots and floating in our 

waterways. 

 
This law was designed to help towns clean up environmental messes caused by these bottles.  The 5-

cent surcharge is passed on to the retailer and then the consumer by alcohol wholesalers and they, in 
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turn, hand that money over to the towns to clean the environmental mess that is left by these little 

bottles. 

 

The law requires that each town use the money for environmental measures intended to reduce litter 

from improperly discarded nips bottles and the generated solid waste.  Suggestions include hiring a 

recycling coordinator; installing storm drain filters designed to block solid waste and beverage waste 

debris; buying a mechanical street sweeper, vacuum or broom that removes litter, placing more trash 

receptacles in public spaces, having community cleanups, etc. 

 

This April, the first payments went out to 163 towns throughout the state. $1.8 million in revenues for 

municipalities to use for anti-litter initiatives and environmental cleanups.  This may generate 4 

million by the end of the first full year. 

 

Take my town of North Haven for instance, 213,802 nips were sold in North haven from Oct. 1, 2021 

through March 31,2022.  The town received $10,690.  We just held a town-wide clean-up and I wish 

you could have seen all the nips collected.  We do have a street sweeper machine, storm drain filters, 

etc.   The number one culprit, along with cigarette butts, are the nips.  I don’t think this sur-charge is 

helping the issue. 

 

I don’t think even placing a 10-cent TAX on these bottles will help us rid the litter they cause.  The 

only good thing that would possibly bring is that people pick them up for the return of the 10 cents.  I 

don’t have a solution, only to ban them entirely and I don’t think that will happen. 

 

Meetings: Pam Atkins 

FGCCT 93rd Annual Meeting and Luncheon, Aqua Turf Club 

Registrations: 214 attendees, representing 49 clubs, 26 luncheon tables. 

 

Check-In: A big Thank You to Rod Atkins and Richard Bucklin as well as Elaine Lombardi for a 

great job welcoming our guests. They did a great job handling last minute issues with a smile. 

 

Aqua Turf: The price per person has increased. Our fee was $42 per person. It is expected the prices 

will increase again in the fall, we should consider a $45 per person ticket. Our additional expenses for 

tables, 12x12 Screen, Lavaliere Mic and audio mix we were $327. 

 

Agenda: This was put together at the last minute due to some unforeseen communication issues, and 

I was not completely happy with the end result. I had several complaints that we needed to hurry 

because people were leaving, lunch was too late and the drawing was taking too long. I’m a bit 

confused about this since lunch has been at 1:00 at other meetings. The Aqua Turf was able to have 

lunch ready by 12:45, which seemed acceptable. I will work on this for future meetings. 

 

Audio/Visual: Michael Bishop of TPR productions conducted the video projection as well as 

submitting a video to us after editing. Do we want an edited video for all future meetings? 
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Centerpieces: The Daytimers Gardeners of North Haven, Litchfield Garden Club, The Thames River 

Garden Club and the Wallingford Garden Club supplied us with beautiful arrangements.  

 

The Drawing: The drawing raised $1,395, selling over 2,000 tickets. A big thanks goes to Kristen 

Windham, Brenda Kramer, Karen Neilan and Val Haagensen as well as other Thames River Garden 

Club members for doing such a great job with the drawing. The vendors each donated an item, there 

were books from the FGCCT and a donation from Karen Pyskaty. We also had 13 arrangements from 

the 4 clubs who did the centerpieces to add to the raffle. The winning tickets were pulled during 

lunch and announced at the podium during the serving of dessert. 

 

Registrations: There were 165 on-line registrations and 48 mail-in registrations. This was mostly 

handled by my Vice-Chair, Elaine Lombardi.  We had several online registrations that did not come 

through to us.  I would like to know what we can do to be sure this doesn’t happen in the future.  It 

cause a lot of issues for us with the table settings and caused extra work for Shirley. Elaine mailed the 

checks to John and Shirley throughout the process for depositing. 

  

Vendors: Twelve vendors had $7,148.00 in sales giving the FGCCT $714.80. Shopping took place 

before the meeting and during the two breaks as well as a few after lunch. 

 

Overview: The meeting went well our speaker, Leslie Martino, was great and I heard many 

complementary comments from the members as well as the vendors. Also, great comments on the 

food and staff of the Aqua Turf.  The ballroom looked great, and the soft fern green table covers were 

appropriate for our Spring luncheon.  

 

Next Meetings: 

93rd Annual Awards Meeting: October 26, 2022 

94th Annual Meeting: April 19, 2023 

94th Annual Awards Meeting:  October 25, 2023 

 

Programs: Gini Mita (Read by Kathy Harris)  
Our speaker, Leslie Martino, was very well received at our annual meeting.  There was much interest 

expressed in her presentation. 

 

Now is the time that garden clubs are planning programs for the coming year.   I would like to remind 

all board members to make sure that their own club’s program chair is aware of our Speakers 

Directory.  There are a variety of gardening topics in the directory, and I would like our garden clubs 

to take advantage of the offerings. 

 

Public Relations:  Linda Kaplan 

The Public Relations Chair submitted articles for the April/May CF News, including: 

 

• An article about Earth Day and National Arbor Day 

• An Eblast about National Garden Week 

• CF News for June/July: articles on National Garden Week and National Pollinator Week 

• A quick post about CT Historic Gardens Day 
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Linda Kaplan is in the process of evaluating public relations awards submitted last fall for the June 

15th meeting.  

 

Linda Kaplan will take over as Publicity Chair for the CT Flower Show in 2023.  The first meeting 

with Lynda Brown and the team will be held on June 24th. 

 

Social Media:  Kelle Ruden  
 

Facebook (April 18 -May 15) 

• 216 People like our page - 202 women and 11 men- up from 197 

• Our page was visited 465 times in the last 28 days vs 181 times last report 

• Our “most engaging post” May12 Plant Sale Time- Branford Garden Club reached  

• 2,000 and had 218 engagements 

• Our Post reach was 3,500 (up from 1,269 last report) with 612 Post Engagements  

• Our “top location” for likes is Litchfield 

• There were 21 posts in the last 28 days 

• Our page reach the last 28 days was 3,499 vs 1,300 last report and 907 report before that with 12 

link clicks. Page views 203 vs previous report 120. 

(Note: Page reach is the number of people who saw any content form our page or about our page.) 

Instagram: (April 16-May 15) 

• Reach- 256 accounts reached 150 followers and 106 non-followers (up 14.7% over March 17-

April 15)  

• Followers 289 (up from 258 previous report) 84.8% women, 15.1% men 

• We had 1,672 “impressions” vs 2,161 last report 

• We had 42 profile visits 

• Accounts engaged: 90 with 204 content / post interactions (number of likes, saves, comments and 

shares) 

• There have been 20 posts (April 16- May 15)  

• Our “Top” story based on reach was April 16 “Plant Sale Season Ridgefield Garden Club” 94 

impressions 

Reflections: 

For the last 6 weeks I have been posting almost daily “featured Plant Sale” of the day posts 

highlighting the work of clubs.  A few clubs have submitted a post, but generally I have been pulling 

from the clubs on posts to find content. 

Other highlights this period include the Federation’s trip to Beaufort and Savannah and some affiliate 

highlights and a notice about National Garden Week and upcoming tours. 

Please do send anything you would like to highlight!  (Judges council meeting?  Flower Show 

School?) This is a nice way to share with our members some of the work the board does in between 

public meetings! 
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As always, board suggestions for content are welcome- as well as hort tips and other news- 

accompanied by photos! 

Tours:  Kathy Lindroth   

• The Lowcountry was an exceptional trip. Except for the return flight when we proceeded to 

board our connecting flight Charlotte – Hartford. Everyone except me and Brett ended up on 

this two-hour delayed flight back to BDL. I got back the following day. Brett always says ‘pack 

your patience.’ I hope all of you saw the pics Kelle Ruden posted on Facebook. 

• Our tour to Alaska is next departing June 19, returning June 28. Everyone I’ve spoken to is 

looking forward to this tour very much. I’ll send some pics to Kelle for Facebook; I’m sure there 

will be some great photos coming out of this one. 

• July 25-29 is Long Island, currently sold out. 

• September 7-11---Finger Lakes I have about five seats remaining. 

• October 6-15—Le Marche, Italy---sold out with 4-5 on the wait list. 

 

On to 2023 

• Our January trip to Costa Rica is starting to sell. I look to see more sign-ups for this one soon. 

• March to Charleston---dates will be set in June around the Charleston Garden Club tour once 

their dates are set. This should sell out very quickly as Charleston is popular. 

• April/May/June/July---everything is up in the air. Madeira may not happen because they 

haven’t announced the non-stop flight for 2023. Possibilities include Asheville and a National 

Parks Tour to either the Yosemite or Mt. Rainier area. 

• August 21-29 is our Nova Scotia tour and it is selling very well. At this time I do have space. 

• October 27-Nov.14---Our special tour to South Africa, limited in space members are signing up! 

 

Looking to 2024 

I’m going to concentrate on trying to find a couple lower cost tours. 2023 has several big ticket 

tours and two of them were pushed forward from Covid replanning. I’m aware of the need for 

tours that appeal to all budgets. 

 

Youth Activities – Kandra Houston 

 
Youth Poetry Contest:  

Six FGCCT Youth Poetry Contest winners won first place awards at the NEGC regional level.   

The North Haven Garden Club had winning poems in Grades 1, 5, and 8, Colchester Garden Club 

had winning poems in Grades 3 and 4, and Danbury Garden Club had a winning poem in Grade 6.   

Clubs were notified and the NEGC Award Certificates were mailed to the sponsoring clubs on 

May 2. The six winning poems have been forwarded to NGC for judging with results to be 

announced at the NGC’s Annual Meeting Awards Banquet on May 17.  

  

2022 Youth Activities Annual Report:  

Fifteen Youth Activities Annual Reports have been received from the clubs and I am waiting for the 

FGCCT Award Applications to arrive.  
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Garden Club Question Regarding Youth Poetry Contest to Include 10th-12th Grades:  

Danbury Garden Club asked if there were plans to expand the Youth Poetry Contest to include 

Grades 10 through 12 which I sent to the NGC Youth Poetry Co-Chairman who subsequently has 

presented it to Brenda Moore, NGC 1st Vice President for consideration.  I was told that other clubs 

have also asked for this expansion.  Awaiting response.  Update sent to Danbury GC.  

  

Request from Girl Scouts of CT for Planting Workshop at Camp Laurel June 11:  

Karin Pyskaty received a request from the Girl Scouts of CT Outdoor Education Coordinator asking 

for FGCCT’s help in holding a Girl Scout planting workshop/program on Saturday, June 11, at Camp 

Laurel in Lebanon during their “It’s Your Planet” weekend event.  Karin forwarded the request to 

Colchester Garden Club and me.  Colchester GC has a very active Youth Committee and is near the 

camp.  I offered FGCCT’s help to Colchester GC.  Colchester GC has asked for more information 

from the coordinator and is waiting for a response.  This is a request with a very tight deadline and of 

unknown scope as the coordinator wrote that there will be 200 attendees at the weekend event with 

only some groups participating in the planting workshop/program on June 11.  

  
  

Meeting adjourned at 11:52 am      

  

Respectfully submitted,   

Kathy Harris, Recording Secretary  

  
Attachments:  

Year-to-Date Balance Sheet and P&L as of April 30, 2022  

  

 

NO MOTIONS  
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The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. 

Balance Sheet 
March through April 2022 

 
 
 
 
       Apr 30, 22 

ASSETS      

 Current Assets    

  Checking/Savings  

   1000 · B of A Checking 5999 106,901.51 

   1001 · B of A Savings 7492 109,761.69 

   1002 · Citizens Bank Checking 507-8 489.00 

   1015 · Citizens Bank Bus Perf MM 321-3 3,089.43 

   1020 · ALLIANCE  

    Alliance 11 mo CD 5570 40,036.24 

    Alliance 18 mo CD 5520 200,416.49 

    Alliance Checking 4920 246.10 

    Alliance MM 7470 2,754.35 

   Total 1020 · ALLIANCE 243,453.18 

  Total Checking/Savings 463,694.81 

 Total Current Assets 463,694.81 

TOTAL ASSETS   463,694.81 

LIABILITIES & EQUITY   

 Liabilities     

  Current Liabilities  

   Other Current Liabilities  

    2100 · Payroll Liabilities 1,684.27 

   Total Other Current Liabilities 1,684.27 

  Total Current Liabilities 1,684.27 

 

Total 
Liabilities   1,684.27 

 Equity      

  3200 · Restricted Funds/Councils  

   3210 · Environmental Council  

    Environmental Council Fund 932.12 

   Total 3210 · Environmental Council 932.12 

   3220 · Gardening Consultants Council  
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    Gardening Consultants Fund 7,419.69 

    Katherine Patrick Fund 2,850.00 

    Penny Jarvis Fund 1,758.79 

    3220 · Gardening Consultants Council - Other -80.18 

    Total 3220 · Gardening Consultants Council 11,948.30 

   3230 · Judges Council  

    Judges Council Fund  

     Beyond Beginning  

      Beyond Beginning Expenses -25,676.36 

      Beyond Beginning Registrations 30,544.00 

      Beyond Beginning Stripe Expense -377.66 

      Beyond Beginning – Other -3,000.00 

     Total Beyond Beginning 1,489.98 

     Judges Council Fund – Other 1,219.31 

    Total Judges Council Fund 2,709.29 

    Judges Council Scholarship Fund 215.00 

    Marita Wezowic Fund 21,398.96 

    Mary Loncin Flower Show Award 1,500.00 

    3230 · Judges Council – Other 15.00 

   Total 3230 · Judges Council 25,838.25 

   3240 · Landscape Design Council  

    Landscape Design Fund 6,880.49 

    3240 · Landscape Design Council - Other -48.90 

   Total 3240 · Landscape Design Council 6,831.59 

  Total 3200 · Restricted Funds/Councils 45,550.26 

  3300 · Restricted Funds/Other  

   3302 · Garden Therapy 8,435.80 

   3303 · Habitat For Humanity 2,855.72 

   3305 · Scholarships  

    Arlene Field Gift from Board 150.00 

    donations from Annual Meeting 590.00 

    3305 · Scholarships – Other 7,625.38 

   Total 3305 · Scholarships 8,365.38 

   3306 · World Gardening 1,642.54 

   3307 · Gold & Bronze Fund 12,097.75 

  Total 3300 · Restricted Funds/Other 33,397.19 

  3400 · Tour Deposits 8,000.00 
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  3900 · General Fund Equity-Unrestricte 332,038.34 

  
Net 
Income   43,024.75 

 Total Equity   462,010.54 

 
 
     

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 463,694.81 

        
 

 

The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc 

Profit & Loss 
March through April 2022 

 

 

       Mar - Apr 22 

  Income     

   4200 · SCHOOLS REGISTRATIONS  

    4220 · Flower Show School  

     FSS I 1,885.00 

    Total 4220 · Flower Show School 1,885.00 

    4240 · Landscape Design School  

     LDS III 2,050.00 

    Total 4240 · Landscape Design School 2,050.00 

   Total 4200 · SCHOOLS REGISTRATIONS 3,935.00 

   4400 · Contributions/Unrestricted 35.00 

   4500 · Book Sales  

    4501 · Book Sales - Non-Taxable 40.00 

   Total 4500 · Book Sales 40.00 

   4600 · Flower Show Income  

    Flower Show Income 2022 12,500.00 

   Total 4600 · Flower Show Income 12,500.00 

   4700 · Member Dues  

    4701 · Garden Clubs 15,810.00 

   Total 4700 · Member Dues 15,810.00 

   4702 · Affilliates 180.00 
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   4800 · Interest  

    5520 Alliance 18 mo CD 416.49 

    5570 Alliance 11 mo CD 36.24 

    7470 Alliance MM 4.35 

    7492 B of A Savings 7.68 

   Total 4800 · Interest 464.76 

   5101 · Annual Meeting  

    Raffle  1,395.00 

    Vendor
s 

 714.80 

    5101 · Annual Meeting - Other 8,316.00 

   Total 5101 · Annual Meeting 10,425.80 

   5180 · 
Tours 

 2,650.00 

   5600 · NEWS Advertising 90.00 

   5700 · Miscellaneous Income 20.00 

   5800 · Speakers Directory 150.00 

  Total 
Income 

  46,300.56 

 Gross 
Profit 

   46,300.56 

  Expens
e 

    

   Payroll Expenses 0.00 

   7000 · ADMINISTRATION EXPENSE  

    7006 · Postage 9.25 

    7009 · Payroll  

     FICA/Medicare Tax 287.63 

     7009 · Payroll - Other 3,760.00 

    Total 7009 · Payroll 4,047.63 

    7010 · Office Supplies 175.49 

    7013 · Bank Fees 9.80 

    7018 · Zoom 14.98 

    7000 · ADMINISTRATION EXPENSE - Other -4.90 

   Total 7000 · ADMINISTRATION EXPENSE 4,252.25 

   7200 · SCHOOLS EXPENSE  

    7220 · Flower Show School  

     FSS I  

      stripe expense 33.70 

      FSS I - Other 192.00 

     Total FSS I 225.70 

    Total 7220 · Flower Show School 225.70 
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    7240 · Landscape Design School  

     LDSS II  

      stripe expense 10.44 

     Total LDSS II 10.44 

     LDSS III  

      stripe expense 94.66 

      LDSS III - Other 2,860.00 

     Total LDSS III 2,954.66 

    Total 7240 · Landscape Design School 2,965.10 

   Total 7200 · SCHOOLS EXPENSE 3,190.80 

   7300 · FLOWER SHOW EXPENSE  

    2022 Flower Show Exp 1,294.01 

    7300 · FLOWER SHOW EXPENSE - Other 29.75 

   Total 7300 · FLOWER SHOW EXPENSE 1,323.76 

   7301 · COMMITTEE EXPENSE/OTHER  

    Awards Committee 42.49 

    Meetings  

     Annual Meeting  

      AV 877.00 

      Centerpieces 528.57 

      Meals 8,164.10 

      Misc 546.39 

      Printing 25.85 

      Speaker 1,000.00 

      Stripe Expense 173.02 

     Total Annual Meeting 11,314.93 

    Total Meetings 11,314.93 

    Membership 75.00 

   Total 7301 · COMMITTEE EXPENSE/OTHER 11,432.42 

  Total Expense  20,199.23 

Net Income     26,101.33 

 


