
 

NEW ITINERARY/NEW PRICE  
DEADLINE—DEC. 21 !!                         
SPRINGTIME IN CHARLESTON                
MARCH 22-26, 2023 
We are going to Charleston! 

Join the Federated Garden Clubs of Ct. as we return to the Lowcountry—

this time to Charleston, South Carolina, the jewel of the antebellum 

south. We will experience the charm and hospitality of iconic Charleston 

when we visit the historic homes such as the Heyward-Washington 

House,   Magnolia Gardens & Middleton Place as well as a walking tour to 

Mrs. Whaley’s Garden and a peak into private gardens during the walk.  

There will be delightful cuisine to remember and a special Southern 

buffet lunch at Middleton Place.  

The highlight of the trip will be The Garden Club of Charleston’s 86th 

Annual Garden Tour, where we will have an inside look at private 

gardens in Charleston.  . Don’t miss this one!       

 

Stay in Historic 
Charleston at The 

King’s Courtyard Inn 

____ 

Historic Charleston 
Foundation                    

Food for Thought 
Luncheon 

____ 

86th Annual House and 
Garden Tour of The 

Garden Club of 
Charleston 

____ 

Magnolia Gardens & 
Middleton Place with 

Southern Buffet Lunch 

____ 

Historic Homes & 
Gardens Walking Tour 

TOUR COORDINATOR 
          KATHY LINDROTH 
              4 Chelsea Pl 

Farmington, CT  06032 

 tours@ctgardenclubs.org 

Ctgardenclubs.org 



 
 

 
 

CHARLESTON 
  MARCH 22-26, 2023 

 
15  Passengers-----$2970 Single;  $2170 Double 

18 Passengers------$2895 Single;  $2095 Double 

20-25 Passengers-----$2845 Single;  $2045 Double 
 
  

 

YOUR TOUR INCLUDES 

 

4 NIGHTS AT KINGS COURYARD OR ADJACENT FULTON LANE INN 

CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST AND NEWSPAPER DAILY 

WINE & CHEESE RECEPTION DAILY AT HOTEL  5-6 PM 

TRANSPORTATION PER ITINERARY 

ONE CASUAL SUPPER 

ONE DINNER  

TWO LUNCHES 

$50 DONATION TO FGCCT  

ADMISSION TO ALL ATTRACTIONS AND TOURS IN ITINERARY 

ALL GRATUITIES 

COORDINATED BY CHARLESTON CONVENTION GROUP SERVICES 

ACCOMPANIED BY KATHY LINDROTH, FGCCT TOURS COORDINATOR 

 

Not included 
 

Flights 
Transfer to Charleston hotel 
Items of a personal nature 
Housekeeping gratuities 

Drinks not mentioned in itinerary 
Travel Insurance  

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Changes were made from the original itinerary so our Connecticut 
travelers can travel back on Sunday without a late night arrival or 
connection.  All the highlights are still included in this tour!    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22 Day 1  Arrive Charleston  Casual Supper  
 
 
Please plan your flight or transportation to arrive at the Kings Courtyard Inn, 198 King Street in time 
for our 5 pm supper.   Check in begins at 3 pm.   Blending the intimacy of a bed & breakfast with the 
thoughtful amenities and personalized service of a boutique hotel, the Kings Courtyard Inn is a rare 
find on Charleston’s celebrated King Street. Tucked within one of the city’s oldest buildings, this 
charming inn in the heart of the Antiques District features 41 freshly updated guest rooms four-poster 
mahogany beds and views of leafy interior courtyards.   Both the Kings Courtyard and the adjacent 
Fulton Lane Inn include a continental breakfast with daily newspaper delivered to the room each 
morning,  coffee available in the lobby in the morning, complimentary sherry available in the lobby in 
the afternoon and a wine and cheese reception from 5-6 pm daily.    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
A casual buffet supper will be served at 5 pm at the King’s Courtyard Inn 



Come to The Sound of Charleston—an unforgettable 75 minute concert in the historic Circular 
Congregational Church in the heart of the historic district.   Experience the unique sounds that definite 
Charleston’s rich musical heritage---gospel, Gershwin, music of the Civil War, light classics & jazz all 
presented by professional artists for your enjoyment.    Ending at 8:15—grab a late bite on your own, 
if you wish.    

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, March 23   Day 2      Breakfast, Lunch 
 
 
Enjoy your continental breakfast and join us for 
a splendid day touring Magnolia Gardens & 
Middleton Place by coach.    Magnolia 
Gardens is considered one of the most 
beautiful, romantic gardens in the world.   It 
was carved from a cypress swamp by the Rev. 
John Drayton in the early 19th century.   Our 
private guide will stroll with us through the lush 
garden pathways, showing us unique 
landscapes.   Next, we board the Nature Train 
which takes us into part of the Audubon 
Swamp Garden, home to scores of water-
loving creatures, and past the newly restored 
slave cabins which interpret African American 
life.    .     
 
 
We will continue to Middleton Place, a registered National Historic Landmark, and the plantation 
home of the Middleton family since 1741.   We will tour the formal gardens (the oldest in America) 
and the stable yards, an interpretive museum which tells the story of life on an 18th century 
plantation.   .Continue the tour to the remaining wing of the Middleton House furnished with family 
heirlooms.     
 
 



 
 

 
We will enjoy a delicious buffet lunch served in the Middleton Place Pavilion.     Southern specialties 
will include  Field Greens Salad with Middleton Vinaigrette, Okra Soup, Fried Chicken, Plantation 
Chicken Salad, Hickory Smoked Barbeque Pork, Collard Greens, Hoppin’ John, Corn Pudding, Pecan 
Pie,   Cornbread, Buttermilk Biscuits with coffee, tea, and water.    
 
 
Dinner is on your own at one of the fabulous Charleston restaurants.   Please reserve in advance for 
the most popular spots.     
 
 
Friday, March 24  Day 3      Breakfast, Lunch  
 
    
After breakfast, we will meet our guide and stroll down the lovely streets and lanes while viewing the 
marvelous architecture of homes built more than a century ago.   We will peak into the lush private 
gardens of this quaint old city and breath the aroma of tea olive and magnolia.  We will visit Mrs. 
Whaley’s Garden, an exquisite garden created by a native Charlestonian with the help of Loutrel 
Briggs, a landscape architect who designed many Charleston Gardens from the 1920s through the 
1960s. 

 



Our next highlight will be a tour of the Heyward-Washington House, c. 1772 which houses one of the 
finest collections of Charleston made furniture in the city.   This house has the only original kitchen 
building open to the public and features a formal garden with plants commonly used in 18th century 
Charleston gardens.  This former townhouse of Thomas Heyward, Jr, one of the four signers of the 
Declaration of Independence from South Carolina, was also the official residence of President 
George Washington when he visited Charleston on a state visit in 1791. 
 
   
We will attend the Festival of Houses & Gardens Food for Thought luncheon and lecture from 
11:30 – 1 pm.   We will be treated to a talk by Susan Sully,  author of The Allure of Charleston, a book 
that illustrates Charleston’s grand and lavish interiors.     
 
 
Today the Garden Club of Charleston begins their annual two-day garden tour, the 87th Annual House 
and Garden Tour,  from 1-5 pm.   Maps will be available for you to tour on your own.  Tonight, dinner 
is on your own to enjoy one of the fine restaurants in Charleston.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday, March 25  Day 4    Breakfast, Dinner 
 
Your morning is free to explore Charleston!  
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Day Two for the Garden Club of Charleston Annual Tour from 1- 5 pm.    Another afternoon of all new 
gardens for you to tour!    
 

 
 
 
 
Our Farewell Dinner tonight is a special tasting menu at Circa 1886, a special restaurant tucked 
within the original carriage house of the Wentworth Mansion.    You will be transported to dinner by 
rickshaw!     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, March 26       Day 5  Departure         Breakfast      
 
Enjoy your continental   breakfast and get ready for your departure to the Charleston Airport for your 
morning flight.       
 
 
  

Thanks for joining us on this special tour.  
Charleston is always a delight! 

     



 
 

    Terms & Conditions 
 

Springtime in Charleston 
March 22-26, 2023 

Deadline to sign up----December 21  
 

 
Confirmation of Tour Participation 

 Tour registrations are processed in the order received.   Our minimum number is 15 and the maximum 
is 25.    Please do not book any nonrefundable airfare until you have been notified by FGCCT that the 
tour has reached the minimum number of participants.    

 
 FGCCT and the Charleston Convention Group reserves the right to substitute hotels, activities or 

excursions in response to changes in availability, local events or weather conditions, provided such 
substitutions do not adversely affect the overall quality of the tour.  Such substitutions do not 
consitutute grounds for withdrawal with full refund.   

 
All participants must be fully vaccinated. 
 
Deposits, Payments and Invoicing 
 

 Members of FGCCT garden clubs are welcome to invite one guest with whom you will room.  Single 
rooms are limited and can only be assigned to non-members with prior authorization.   

 
 A $400 deposit is required to hold your reservation once your participation in the tour is confirmed.   

The remaining cost of the tour will be due  by January 10, 2023.    Payment will be by check only made 
to Federated Garden Clubs of CT., Inc. (FGCCT).   

 
Cancellation Policy 
 
If a passenger cancels from deposit to 1/1/2023, a fee lf $200 per person will be deducted.   After 1/30/2023 a 
fee of $1,000 will be deducted.    After 1/30/2023 no refund will be provided. All cancellation requests must be 
received in writing.   
 
Trip Insurance:   Trip protection insurance is strongly encouraged.   I recommend researching your options at 
squaremouth.com,  insuremytrip.com, or aardy.com.    
 
Flights:   Flights are not part of the package.  Transfers are not included upon arrival, due to the many different 
flights that are available.  You are asked to arrive at the Charleston hotel in good time to   take part in the 
welcome dinner at 5:00 pm.      .  When booking your own flight,  it is strongly suggested to book directly with 
the airline and not third-party booking sights like Expedia, Kayak, etc.   Any problems with flights are much 
easier to resolve by booking directly.   
 
This itinerary will let you take advantage of booking nonstop air on Breeze or Avelo airlines.    This is not an 
endorsement of either airline.     
 
Luggage:   It is strongly suggested to contain your items in a carry-on size suitcase in order to avoid any issues 
with lost baggage enroute.    
 
Any questions about registering for this tour,  including physical demands,  please contact Kathy Lindroth,  
tours@ctgardenclubs.org or 860.836.3407 with questions.      
 
 



          Tour Registration Form 

One Form Per Person 

Please Print and Mail With Your Check 

 

Springtime in Charleston,   March 22-26, 2023 
15  Passengers-----$2970 Single;  $2170 Double 

18 Passengers------$2895 Single;  $2095 Double 

20-25 Passengers-----$2845 Single;  $2045 Double 

  

 

Full Name__________________________________________________________ 

 

Address______________________________Town______________Zip_________ 

 

Cell Phone________________________ Email_____________________________ 

 

Name of Garden Club_________________________________________________ 

 

⃝ Single Room 

⃝ Double Room (Name of Roommate) __________________________________  

 

Allergies including food allergies, mobility assistance devices, physical limitations 

 

 

 

 

Emergency Contact___________________________________________________ 

 

Please send check for  $400 Deposit made payable to Federated Garden Clubs of Ct., 

Inc. (FGCCT) to Kathy Lindroth, 4 Chelsea Place, Farmington  06032.     

 

I agree to the Terms & Conditions of this tour:   

Date_________________________________ 

Signature____________________________________________________________ 
 


