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NATIONAL GARDEN CLUBS’ AWARDS 
As awarded by the National Garden Clubs, Inc., 

 17 May 2022 

Mary Warshauer, President 
 

 

NGC Award of Excellence 
HOUSATONIC VALLEY ASSOCIATION 

Lynn Werner, Executive Director 

 

NGC Scholarship 
Katherine Henby Hedley Scholarship Award 

ALYSSA HOTCHKISS 

 
$4,000.00 Award  

Alyssa Hotchkiss is a student at SUNY Cobleskille studying 

Environmental Management and Fisheries/Wildlife Technology.  

During the summer she works as a river steward. 
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Roadside Plantings 
Overall Winner 

 

WESTBROOK GARDEN CLUB 
 

************************* 

 

High School Distinguished Service Project 
Overall Winner 

 

THE NORTH HAVEN GARDEN CLUB 

North Haven High School Key Club 
 

************************* 

 

Certificate of Merit 
NGC FOUR STAR MEMBER 

In acknowledgement of the successful completion of  
Environmental Studies School, Flower Show School, 

Gardening School and Landscape Design School 
 

PAMELA WRIGHT 
Stonington Garden Club 

 
 



 5 

 
 

NGC Certificates of Commendation 
 

LANDSCAPING OF A HISTORIC AREA 

Pomperaug Valley Garden Club 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA/WEBSITE 

Duck River Garden Club of Old Lyme 
 

************************* 

 

NGC Certificates of Appreciation 
For participating in the NGC Awards Program 2021 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVITY  

AND YOUTH GARDEN CLUB 

Daytime Gardeners of North Haven 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION PROJECT 

WITH YOUTH 

Riverside Garden Club 
 

PUBLICATIONS 

Garden Club of Madison 
For their Horticultural Bulletin 
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NGC’s YOUTH POETRY AWARDS 
Sing with the Songbirds- Exploring the Glory of Nature 

Jessica Haeckel 
North Haven Middle School 

The North Haven Garden Club 

First Place Winner – Eighth Grade 
 

Kayla Kaplan 
Montowese Elementary School 

The North Haven Garden Club 

Second Place – First Grade 
 

Arianna Linger-Meyer 
Colchester Garden Club 

Honorable Mention – Third Grade 
 

Taylor Hardy   
Colchester Garden Club 

Honorable Mention – Fourth Grade 
 

Savanna Alleyne  
Ridge Road Elementary School 

The North Haven Garden Club 

Honorable Mention – Fifth Grade 
 

Adam John Guertin 
Danbury Garden Club 

Honorable Mention – Sixth Grade 
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SMOKEY BEAR/WOODSY OWL POSTERS 
 

Certificates of Participation 
 

Avery Quiello, 1st grade 
Home School 

The Wallingford Garden Club 
 

Catherine Jones, 3rd grade 
Pond Hill Elementary School 

The Wallingford Garden Club 
 

Shivani Gade, 5th grade 
Mary Fritz Elementary School 

The Wallingford Garden Club 
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NEW ENGLAND GARDEN CLUBS 

Suzanne McCance, NEGC Director 
 

2021-2022 
Fifth Annual NEGC Meeting 

Nashua, New Hampshire  
October 18-19, 2022 

 

 
 

Suzanne McCance, NEGC Director 

Vera Bowen, Awards Chair 

 
2022 NEGC AWARDS 

 

THE CORNELIA WILLIAMSON WATSON AWARD 

FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
Pomperaug Valley Garden Club 

Renovation of 17th century historic Hurd House herb garden 
 

 
THE MARY LOUISE SMITH 

FLOWER SHOW SCHEDULE AWARD 
Certificate of Merit and $25 

Ginni Donovan, Show Chair 

Trish Manfredi, Schedule Author 
An NGC Standard Flower Show – State Division 

THE FEDERATED GARDEN CLUBS OF CONNECTICUT, INC. 

Rhythms and Blooms 
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THE JEANNE-MARIE PARKES AWARD 

Education Division – State Flower Show 
Carolyn Bernard 

 Garden Club of Madison 
An NGC Standard Flower Show 

THE FEDERATED GARDEN CLUBS OF CONNECTICUT, INC. 

Rhythms and Blooms 
 

 

THE VIRGINIA KEENEY/MAUREEN COLTON AWARD 
Best Horticulture Division and $25 

Ginni Donovan, Show Chair 

Maureen Carson, Horticulture Coordinator 
An NGC Standard Flower Show – State Division 

THE FEDERATED GARDEN CLUBS OF CONNECTICUT, INC. 

Rhythms and Blooms 
 

 

THE NEW ENGLAND WILDFLOWER SOCIETY AWARD 

NORTH STONINGTON GARDEN CLUB 
For an education program using native plants 

 

 

NATIONAL GARDENING ASSOCIATION AWARD 

Certificate of Merit 

BRANFORD GARDEN CLUB 
For creating an edible garden with the high school garden club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

2022 NEW ENGLAND GARDEN CLUB 
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YOUTH POETRY AWARDS 
Sing with the Songbirds- Exploring the Glory of Nature 

Kayla Kaplan  

The North Haven Garden Club 
First Place – First Grade 

 

Arianna Linger Meyer  

Colchester Garden Club 
First Place – Third Grade 

 

Taylor Hardy  

Colchester Garden Club 
First Place  – Fourth Grade 

 

Savanna Alleyne   

The North Haven Garden Club 
First Place – Fifth Grade 

 

Adam John Guertin  

Danbury Garden Club 
First Place – Sixth Grade 

 

Jessica Haeckel 

The North Haven Garden Club 
First Place – Eighth Grade 
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The Federated Garden Clubs 

of Connecticut, Inc.  
 

 
THE BRONZE MEDAL  

Established in 1935, this award is the highest award given by The 
Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut to an individual, couple, group 

or club for outstanding accomplishments in upholding the aims and 

purposes of The Federation. 

Susan Quincy, CT DEEP Environmental Educator 

 
For over 15 years Susan Quincy provided her skills as a presenter, 

educator and administrator to the chairs of The Federation’s 

Environmental School.  She provided the location, at Kellogg 

Environmental Center in Derby, and facilitated its use.  She 

recommended presenters, and detailed their subject matter and 

proficiencies. As a presenter, she demonstrates a deep 

understanding of the subject matter, has an excellent presentation 

style and provides resources to contact additional experts in their 

field. When Environmental School needed to move to a Zoom 

format, she offered her skills on how to conduct a virtual school as 

well as her skills as a Zoom Administrator. She consistently 

supports and offers education on how to be a virtual student, as 

well as teacher and program administrator. The success of 

Environmental School has, in no small way, been due to Susan 

Quincy's vast experience, expertise and willingness to share and 

help. She has been a stalwart supporter of The Federation for many 

years and offers many ways for garden club members to participate 

in environmental projects, both large and small. 



 12 

Susan Quincy is the Education Outreach Coordinator at the 

Department of Energy and Environmental Protection at Kellogg 

Environmental Center for almost 24 years. She co-chairs the state’s 

Environmental Literacy Plan, which implements, evaluates and 

moves the goals of the plan forward for improved environmental 

and sustainable literacy. She is a steering committee member for 

school programs to create sustainable and healthy environments for 

staff and students. She coordinated the national curriculum of 

Project WET (Water Education for Teachers) to compliment 

national and state educational standards for science, language arts, 

social studies and mathematics. She developed and updated 

outreach programs to schools, for professional development, to 

youth and informal educators (that’s us) using the Kellogg 

Environmental Center as a resource center. She built partnerships 

with informal centers and organizations to expand the effectiveness 

of DEEP and strengthen its public voice and understanding of our 

natural resources. She created educational material, such as, Native 

Waters Extensions to Long Island Sound, School to Career: 

Planning for the Future, Women and the Environment Activity 

Booklet, Patchwork of History Educational Resource, and Food, 

Land and People: A Connecticut Focus. 

 

Previously, Susan worked as the director of a nature center, a 

teacher in the fields of biology, chemistry and environmental field 

studies, a zookeeper and a summer camp director! 

 

Susan has a BS in Biological Science from Illinois State University 

and also BS In Secondary Education. 

 

Susan, for your support and promotion of the environmental and 

conservation goals of The Federation, we present you with The 

Federation’s Bronze Medal. 
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AWARD OF HONOR 
Arlene Field, Advisory Chair 

 
Established in 1959, the Award of Honor may be conferred on a garden 

club that over a period of five years, has maintained a record of 
exceptional achievement in upholding the aims and purposes of The 

Federation. A club does not apply for this award. The Federation’s 

Advisory Council Chair, scores each clubs’ activities and achievements 
throughout the year. Awards are presented in each of the four club sizes. 

No club shall receive this award in two consecutive years. 
 

Small Club (Membership 1 to 29) 

NORTH HAVEN GARDEN CLUB 
 

 
Medium Club (Membership 30 to 59) 

SUBURBAN GARDEN CLUB  

OF CHESHIRE 
 

 
Large Club (Membership 60 to 99) 

THE WALLINGFORD GARDEN CLUB 
 

 
Extra Large Club (Membership 100 and over) 

THE GARDEN CLUB OF MADISON 
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TRIBUTE AWARDS 
Nan Merolla, Second Vice President  

May be awarded to members of The Federated Garden Clubs of 

Connecticut who have made outstanding contributions in the following 

categories: Civic Development, Communication, Conservation, Design, 

Garden Therapy, Horticulture, Landscape Design, Photography and 
Youth. A Tribute Award for All-Around Excellence is also offered.  

 

TRIBUTE AWARD IN CIVIC DEVELOPMENT 

Wynn Herrmann 

Greens Farms Garden Club 
Wynn Herrmann, of the Greens Farms Garden Club, has devoted 

her entire 30-yr. garden club experience to helping beautify her 

community while educating and engaging with her garden club 

friends. Every garden club member over the years has participated 

in, and benefitted from, Wynn’s projects. Whether it’s a town 

Earth Day tradition, a local organization in need, or a youth group 

seeking guidance, Wynn will spread the word and enthusiastically 

create beautiful grounds wherever she goes. 

Local organizations who have benefitted and also have been 

willing partners in her beautification process, include:  

• Westport Nature Center - “Earthplace” 

• Native Plant Court in the Atrium 

• Children’s Garden in the Atrium 

• 90th Anniversary Shrub Planting 

• Westport’s Pollinator Pathway 

• Westport Beautification Committee 

• Plantings along the Post Road 

• Earth Day – Rose Garden project 

• Planting a White Swamp Oak (FGCCT’s “Growing Together”) 

• Brownie Troop - Spring and Fall Civic Development projects 

• “Growing for Good” Club vegetable garden project 

• The Gillespie Center - Roadside garden  

Greens Farms Garden Club members and the community benefit 

from Wynn’s mentorship, her gift for gardening, and her energy to 

organize and see a project through to a beautiful result.   
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TRIBUTE AWARD IN COMMUNICATION 

Sherry Johnson 

Wilton Garden Club 

 
Sherry has served as a significant member of Wilton Garden 

Club’s Publicity Committee for the past several years.  During this 

time, she has worked to develop solid working relationships with 

the local press and has learned to effectively leverage social media 

and online media sources to broaden the reach, target time, 

sensitive messaging, and reduce advertising costs for Club events 

and activities. 

Sherry’s commitment, professionalism and persistence have been 

remarkable and resulted in unprecedented publicity for the Club.  

She was responsible for writing the stories and managed all phases 

of the publicity roll out of the Club’s Centennial celebrations, 

including an NGC Flower Show, “A Century of Flowers in 

Fashion,” a Daffodil Festival and planting of 15,000 daffodils 

across the Town of Wilton. Prior to the annual Mother’s Day Plant 

Sale, she wrote countless creative and newsworthy articles that she 

sent to many online and print publications, and nearly every source 

published them, most giving front page placement. With support of 

her team, she also posted daily imaginative Facebook and 

Instagram posts, aimed at attracting shoppers and getting the word 

out.  

Not only has Sherry worked tirelessly to promote Wilton Garden 

Club events, she did so by spending a fraction of the budget that 

the Club has spent on publicity in the past.  Committed to using 

online news sources and social media, Sherry and her committee 

have greatly contributed to the increased interest in Club 

membership from diverse and multi-age groups.  The Club had 16 

new members this past year and most says that their interest came 

from reading online about something interesting that the Club had 

done or was planning. 
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TRIBUTE AWARD IN CONSERVATION 

Mary Ann Buckley 

North Stonington Garden Club 
 

Mary Ann Buckley, President of The North Stonington Garden 

Club in 2020 and 2021, started a newsletter during the pandemic to 

keep the members all connected and informed during the time of 

Zoom-only contact.  With 38 issues so far, this newsletter has 

become a terrific source of conservation and environmental 

information.   

Mary Ann includes fascinating tidbits of information from many 

sources in the newsletter, including those from members who share 

their successes and tips for attracting beneficial insects, butterflies 

and birds, and gardening with native plants and shrubs.  Further, 

Mary Ann is a Master Gardener, a former high school biology 

teacher, and individually spearheaded the Club’s successful three-

year Monarch Butterfly Project.   

The North Stonington Garden Club members sincerely want Mary 

Ann to continue producing her valuable and informative 

newsletter, which is considered a true labor of love!   
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TRIBUTE AWARD IN DESIGN  

Linda Curry 

Mystic Garden Club 
 

Over the past two years, Linda Curry, Chair of the Design and 

Exhibit Committee of The Mystic Garden Club, has distinguished 

herself as the most enthusiastic and creative member of their 

Board.  During the difficult pandemic, she and her committee met 

regularly to come up with new ideas to engage the membership 

and help each of the Club’s committees:  

• At each Zoom General Meeting, Linda’s Design 

committee created an arrangement based on the program 

speaker’s subject. Members were able to “ooh and aah” 

and then see photos of the designs again in the Club’s 

online newsletter. 

• When the Civic Committee decorated the downtown 

boxes in Mystic with greens, the Design committee, under 

Linda’s leadership, provided decorated painted pinecones 

on picks to add some brightness to the boxes.   

• The Club’s Garden Therapy team had not been meeting 

with nursing home residents in person, but had been 

providing flowers for their projects.  Linda decided to 

make seasonal decorations to add to the arrangements: 

hearts for Valentine’s Day, various bright Christmas 

decorations, and bunnies and colored eggs for Easter. 

• Linda led the decorating of the Club’s float for Mystic’s 

St. Patrick’s Day parade, which won “Best Float by a 

Non-Profit.” 

• Linda found a way to have a fun on-line Zoom daffodil 

contest – members sent in photos of their daffodils and 

then voted for their favorite. 

COVID was such a difficult time for everyone, but because of 

Linda Curry’s infectious enthusiasm, she brought a very bright 

light to the Mystic Garden Club.   
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TRIBUTE AWARD IN GARDEN THERAPY 

Cathy Bertasso and Dianna Dwyer 

The Shippan Point Garden Club 

 
Cathy Bertasso and Dianna Dwyer are the talented, generous and 

giving Co-Chairs of the Garden Therapy committee at The 

Shippan Point Garden Club.  They lead a resourceful and 

pleasurable monthly program at the St. Camillus Center in 

Stamford.  They also work to improve the gardens at the Center to 

promote daily beauty for the residents. They say, “It really makes 

you feel good to bring happiness to them.” 

Innovative monthly activities that are led by Cathy and Dianna and 

their committee include: 

• July: 18 residents enjoyed creating colorful flower 

arrangements for a special breakfast they were having the next 

day.  Soaker and cages were installed in the garden to protect 

the vegetables and the dahlias.   

• August: So many happy smiling faces on the day 12 residents 

created unique and delightful terrariums.   

• October: 16 residents had a wonderful time painting and 

decorating fun masks and Halloween wooden cutouts.   

• November: 15 residents learned to create lovely fall flower 

arrangements.  The committee also planted over 250 spring 

bulbs in the garden to bloom in the spring.   

• December: Residents created artistic Christmas crafts, and the 

committee partnered with “Our Lady of the Sea” to deliver 110 

Christmas gifts, each in a pretty gift bag.  Every grateful 

resident’s wish list was fulfilled, including: blankets, clothing, 

fragrances, books, and more.  Over 500 cookies were baked for 

the staff and poinsettias were delivered for the sisters’ altar.   

• Future plans:  Seed planting to fill the Veg Truck, that was 

purchased with a grant from The Federation; Raised gardens; 

More plantings; More crafts; More smiles! 
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TRIBUTE AWARD IN HORTICULTURE 

Jennifer Davatzes  

The Wilton Garden Club 

 
Jennifer makes things happen!  An engineer by training, she is 

always thinking of new ways to do things and always with a 

positive and creative approach. In addition to other Wilton Garden 

Club leadership responsibilities, Jennifer serves on the Old Town 

Hall Committee and has worked tirelessly to get necessary work 

done on this aging building and improve the historic gardens.   

As background, the Wilton Garden Club rescued Old Town Hall, 

in Wilton from demolition in the 1930’s, raised the funds to restore 

it, and ever since has maintained this town treasure. The Club rents 

the building from the Town for $1/year and is responsible for 

maintaining the building and the grounds and serves as the rental 

agent for the building for special events. 

For years, the many varied gardens with unique trees, flowers, 

shrubs and plants, which surround Old Town Hall, were 

maintained by gardeners, hired to just weed, blow leaves, spread 

mulch, etc., at an ever increasing expense. The gardens had such 

history and each was unique, they just needed special care. Jennifer 

decided to create teams of club members to maintain and improve 

the gardens – they became the OTH Grounds Crew.   

Jennifer organized the 25+ members who signed up to help in the 

fall of 2019 into six “teams,” each assigned to a specific garden 

area, allowing smaller groups to come up with ideas for “their” 

area. During COVID, this offered a wonderful way for members to 

connect by working outside together in the gardens.  Members 

donated and planted a wide range of gorgeous and appropriate 

native plants and the gardens now look beautiful!  As a result of 

Jennifer’s leadership and guidance, the historic OTH gardens have 

been rejuvenated and Club members continue to have a wonderful 

outlet to get together to enjoy and learn from each other outside.  
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TRIBUTE AWARD IN LANDSCAPE DESIGN 

Ellen Greenberg 

Westport Garden Club 

 
Ellen Greenberg, a past President of the Westport Garden Club, 

shows great leadership in every task that she takes on and easily 

brings other members into her projects, making them fun, 

educational and all-inclusive. She is generous with her time and 

her knowledge of gardening, native plantings, and landscape 

design. 

Ellen’s work with her Club and the Community include: 

• Aspetuck Land Trust – Green Corridor Initiative, focusing 

on increasing homeowner awareness of Doug Tallamy 

inspired home stewardship.  

• Kaboom – Designed a playground adjacent to low-income 

housing in Bridgeport, including gardens and a sitting area. 

• Waltersville School – with help from Pivot Ministries, 

installed 4 gardens with perennials, shrubs and native 

plantings. 

• Pivot Ministries – planned and organized a large garden in 

the their interior courtyard. 

• Wakeman Town Farm – designed, replaced, and expanded 

all perennial gardens, with predominately native plants. 

• Haskins Preserve – leads the development and installation 

of a multi garden and demonstration garden, featuring 

native plants, meadows, bee lawns, low water landscaping 

and gardens, demonstrating sun to shade and dry to damp 

gardening. There will be over 3,300 plants installed. 

In addition, Ellen developed a nice tradition of donating leftover 

plants from the Club’s plant sale to local organizations, including: 

Wakeman Town Farm, Pivot Ministries, and Longshore Golf 

Course Beatification.  This year, she coordinated the donation of 

30 unsold tomato plants to the Bridgeport Mutual Aid organization 

that maintains a family community garden.  
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 TRIBUTE AWARD   

ALL AROUND EXCELLENCE 

Linda Porter 

Riverside Garden Club 

 
Linda Porter has been an energetic and dynamic member of the 

Riverside Garden Club for 20 years.  During this time she served 

as Club President, Horticulture Chair, Nominating Chair, By-Laws 

Review Chair, Recording Secretary, and Hospitality Chair.  She 

also has expertly chaired a Flower Show, and did an impressive job 

as transportation coordinator for a Home and Garden Tour. 

While never leading Civics, Linda has consistently been 

enthusiastically involved with the upkeep of the Club's gardens and 

helped to redesign and maintain a longstanding garden at the 

Riverside Train Station, which earned her a Civic Improvement 

Award.  Linda has won numerous other Club awards, including 

Floral Design awards for monthly meetings and flower shows, an 

award for outstanding new member novice, and the Club’s top 

award for significant contributions to the Riverside Garden Club.  

Linda always steps up and volunteers to take over projects when 

others are not able, while capably continuing with her own duties. 

As an example, she has offered to serve this year both as 

Recording Secretary and Hospitality Chair.  Linda Porter clearly 

excels in all aspects of Riverside Garden Club's activities and is 

liked and admired by all. 
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THE FEDERATION AWARDS 
Vonice Carr, Awards Chair 

(For work performed between June 1, 2021 and May 31, 2022) 
 

THE LILLIAN M. RATHBUN AWARD 
Established in 1990 in memory of former Federation President Lillian 
M. Rathbun, a member of the Lyme Garden Club. This award may be 

presented annually to an individual involved in all phases of garden club 

work.  This award is considered the highest award presented to an 
individual garden club member. 

 

Our Lillian M Rathbun Award is presented to Shirley Gironi, a vital 

club member of the Guilford Garden Club who has served in almost 

every capacity from club President to leader of every standing 

committee and at present, serves as the club’s Parliamentarian. She 

initiated, 40 years ago, a juried flower show around the Guilford 

Green using both homes and storefronts to highlight club entries.  

This flower show received a National Garden Club First Place, the 

only one ever earned by the club. 
 

The award led to the Guilford Garden Club’s most noteworthy and 

traditional project, the annual Christmas on Broad Street tree lighting 

festival.  Front doors of historic home are decorated with wreaths 

made by Garden Club members. Guided by her extraordinary eye for 

color and design, Broad Street is enhanced with wreaths, evergreen 

roping and luminaries. 
 

Her devotion to civic activities goes hand in hand with the garden’s 

club mission. One committee, the Greening of Guilford, purchased 

and planted over 100 trees in town in the last 13 years. 
 

As President of the Guilford Preservation Alliance, her enthusiasm 

has seen the creation of a website and a permanent kiosk to promote 

tourism with self-guided walking tours and information on 20 miles 

of hiking trails in the area. 
 

Shirley Girioni epitomizes what a garden club member should be, a 

person who helps to make her club successful and provides resources 

for her beloved hometown.  The Federation recognizes Shirley Gironi 

as the Lillian M. Rathbun Award recipient. 
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LUCILLE SCHAVOIR AWARD 
Established in 1978, this award may be presented annually to a club for 
outstanding garden club work during the June 1 through May 31 awards 

year. This award is considered the highest award presented to a club. 
 

The Wilton Garden Club celebrated their 100th Anniversary in 2021 

with much aplomb.  The energy and enthusiasm of their first 100 years 

has continued into their second century, and they are our Lucille 
Schavoir Award recipient. 

 

This past year their civic development committee sponsored a Seed Swap 
Day, an Earth Day Festival, participated in a town wide clean up, hung 

flower baskets on River Road, gardened at their six civic sites: Veterans 

Memorial Garden, Merwin Meadows, the town Post Office, Horseshoe 

Pond, Chess Park and at the Welcome to Wilton sign. They partnered 
with the Daughters of the American Revolution in a ‘Never Forget 

Garden’ at Hillside Cemetery. They decorated Wilton Center for the 

holiday season. They marched in the Wilton Memorial Day Parade to 
‘celebrate our freedom and those who paid the ultimate sacrifice for it’.   

 

Their environmental and conservation activities include promoting a 
healthy, clean and cold Norwalk River, which saw the first sea lamprey 

spawning run in 100 years.  They worked on the Allen’s Meadow 

pollinator garden. They are well on their way to their goal of planting 

15,000 daffodils on the roadways leading into Wilton. 
 

The Wilton Garden Club members have long supported and exhibited in 

the Connecticut Flower Show.  They regularly hold their own club’s 
standard flower show. 

 

Their varied programs include information on growing strawberries, 

using coffee grounds in your garden, pruning practices, container 
gardening, ticks, using compost, fertilizer and mulch, the Asian jumping 

worm, houseplants, using hellebores and epimedium in your garden, and 

the perennial topic of deer in your garden.  Also, they have brought 
attention to the ‘Lights Out’ program of the Audubon Society during the 

bird migration seasons. 
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Their Green Teens program at the Trackside Youth Center educates and 
provides hands on instruction for teens from grades 5 to 8 in gardening 

practices and growing vegetables both for consumption and donation to 

the food pantry. They also include the Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts in 

their youth community activities. 
 

Wilton Garden Club awards an annual scholarship.  Their annual plant 

sale supports a variety of charitable organizations such as the Norwalk 
River Watershed Association, the town library, the Wilton Land 

Community Trust, and the Wilton Historical Society among others. 

 
Their club membership has grown in the past year by 16 members. 

 

In all aspects The Wilton Garden Club supports the mission of The 

Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut and the National Garden Club, 
and for this we award them the Lucille Schavoir Award. Congratulations. 
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CIVIC DEVELOPMENT 

Anne Harrigan, Chair 
 

PRESIDENTS’ AWARD 
Established in 1985 to honor all former State Federation Presidents by 

former Federation President Sally Shumway (1983-1985). This award 

may be presented to a club for an outstanding community project. 
  

The Presidents’ Award is awarded to the Garden Club of 

Madison for their successful Pollinator Pathway gardens and the 

club’s support of the Scranton Library.  The Pollinator Pathway 

began in October 2019 with a booth at the Bauer Harvest Festival 

where people interested in a pollinator pathway were asked to sign 

up to help.  A team was organized, and they arranged to break 

ground in February 2021.  The goal was to create pollinator 

gardens throughout Madison starting with areas around the newly 

renovated Scranton Library.  To date, there are two gardens on the 

side of the Library, and plans for a third surrounding the sculpture 

in back of the Library.  The Pollinator Garden team received help 

from local nurseries, the local Girl Scout troop who built a bench 

for the garden, and MAD for Trees, a local organization dedicated 

to increasing the tree canopy in Madison. 
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LEE BAUERFELD BEAUTIFICATION AWARD 
Established in 2002 in memory of former Federation President Lee 

Bauerfeld by the Branford Garden Club. Dick and Lee Bauerfeld were 

Bronze Medal recipients in 1995. This award may be presented annually to 

a club or individual for an outstanding civic project that benefits the 

community both aesthetically and environmentally and is designed to 
encourage further improvement. 

 

The Simsbury Garden Club, Inc. Conservation and Environment 

Committee, chaired by member Faith Tyldsley, focused on the 

special roles of trees in our environment. She was inspired by 

Doug Tallamy’s most recent book, The Nature of Oaks (2021).  

She presented unique activities to further the club members’ 

education and experience the Magic of Trees. One inspired 

member held a ‘tree-raising party’ that celebrated the planting of a 

14-foot white oak at her home. Group activities also included two 

very popular ‘Forest Bathing’ experiences. In October, participants 

walked with Environmentalist, Regan Stacey, on a wooded trail 

through Pleasant Valley Preserve in Lyme as she guided 

meditations and encouraged the use of all our senses to connect 

with the forest around us. In October, a group traveled to James L. 

Goodwin Conservation Center in Hampton for an Autumn Tree ID 

Walk. Lynn Kochiss, a Master Naturalist, explained how to use 

branching leaves and bark as clues to tree identification. During 

the winter, club members had the opportunity to join one of 3 mini 

book groups to read and discuss “Old Growth” (2021), a 

compilation of writing about trees in the Orion Society’s Orion 

magazine. While 32 members actively participated in the 

extracurricular trips and book groups, all activities were reported 

and described to the general membership at monthly meetings, and 

because of their originality and unique focus, generated 

enthusiasm, knowledge, and discussion on the importance and 

numerous roles of trees in our environment.  
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CIVIC CREATIVITY AWARD 
Established in 2007 by the Suffield Garden Club, Inc., this award is 

presented to a club for an unusual or outstanding and creative project in 

the area of civic development. 
 

The Civic Creativity Award is presented to The Suffield Garden 

Club, Inc.  The objective of their project was to display for public 

viewing a wide range of Amaryllis species during their blooming 

time for public awareness, knowledge and enjoyment.  The display 

was set up in the Town Library. The club purchased bulbs 

collectively, which were then purchased by club members for $15 

per bulb. The club members then planted the bulbs and delivered 

them to the Library. The Project was well received by the 

community.  It was educational in that it identified the wide range 

of Amaryllis as to color, shape and size.  Many patrons returned 

again and again to observe the opening of the buds.  The Club also 

got much joy from the children, especially the pre-school story 

hour attendees, who were fascinated by the flowers, and a few of 

them became regular ‘waterers’ of the plants.  The Committee 

gave the children their own watering cans at the close of the 

project. The Club hopes to make educational horticulture displays 

at the town library in the future.   
  

AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 
 

 Small Club (Membership 1-29) 

Daytime Gardeners of North Haven renovated a garden at the 

intersection of Route 22 and Washington Avenue. The area was in 

disarray following utility construction work.  The Club redesigned 

the space and created a new look. Excessive volumes of sand were 

removed and replaced with topsoil; a new plan for drought 

resistant annuals and perennials was developed. An obelisk will be 

installed to help reduce the view of the traffic control box. A 

Rotary Club Grant of $1,000 as well as Club money was used for 

this project.  
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 Medium Club (Membership 30 to 59) 
Duck River Garden Club of Old Lyme continued to maintain 

areas in town. Club members provided weekly flower 

arrangements for the Library, maintained eight town sites with 

annuals and perennials, made twenty-three holiday wreaths and 

four pillows for school and town buildings, and provided one 

hundred Tussy-Mussies to Bride Brook Rehabilitation Hospital 

residents.  In addition, the Club has undertaken a new project to 

restructure their signature McCurdy Road site, which was heavily 

damaged by a motor accident. With the town’s help, invasive 
species and destroyed plants were removed and replaced with 
pollinator friendly perennials. 
 

Large Club (Membership 60 to 99) 

Garden Club of Old Greenwich continues to add beauty to their 

village by planting and maintaining 17 sidewalk beds and 67 

planters.  These gardens are located at the Post Office, the train 

station entrance, the Route 1 Village Gateway, Greenwich Point 

Beach, Shore Road Traffic Island, and the Old Greenwich School 

Secret Garden.  In addition, their First Selectman asked the Club to 

work in a private/public partnership to design, purchase and install 

landscaping at the newly constructed Lockwood-Tomac traffic 

island.  The Garden Club designed and installed the mostly native, 

pollinator friendly plantings, and the Town will water the site with 

their water truck in the summer.  Total expense was $2,563.20, 

which was funded by the Club’s annual plant sale. 
 

Extra Large Club (Membership 100+) 

Branford Garden Club, Inc. has a new project, The 2022 Art in 

the Garden Tour.  The self-guided garden tour was held in 

collaboration with the Branford Arts and Cultural Alliance 

(BACA).  The tour featured twelve distinctive private gardens, 

each featuring art in a variety of media.  Artists, garden owners and 

garden club members were on site.  The gardens represented a 

variety of styles, interests and ecological concerns.  Pollinators 

were emphasized throughout the tour, and all the gardens were on 

the local Pollinator Pathway.   
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Club Certificates of Achievement 
 

The East Hartford Garden Club is recognized for planting two 

gardens at the East Hartford Housing Authority’s Meadow Hill 

Apartments.  The scope of the project included the clearing, 

preparing, and re-planting of two triangular empty and neglected 

front entrance garden beds. The Civic Committee, club members, 

and a few non-member spouses completed the project.  Based on 

the positive comments from residents, the gardens were a success. 
 

The Guilford Garden Club, Inc. is recognized for their ongoing 

seasonal contributions to the Community. In the fall, they march in 

a parade, and create a scarecrow for the Guilford Green.  In 

December, they hang roping and red bows along Broad Street and 

around the tree that will be lit for the community.  In addition, club 

members hang wreaths on doors along Broad Street and provide 

flower arrangements for the three historical museums in town 

using materials found in colonial gardens.  Having candles in the 

windows and doors with spotlights on them is a wonderful way to 

welcome the holiday season and has been a treat for the 

community for over twenty-five years.  The Club provides flowers 

at the Mary Schmidt Memorial Garden and at the Griswold 

Historic Society Museum.  Members also maintain seasonal 

planters at the Guilford Post Office, Guilford Town Hall and the 

Guilford Green Horse Trough. Twice monthly, members create 

flower arrangements at Branford Hospice.  
 

Old Saybrook Garden Club, Inc. continues to beautify the town 

with many projects. They maintain the twenty-three planters on 

Main Street, the planters at the Old Saybrook Police Department, 

Acton Library and the Constitution Garden. They plant bulbs in 

spring and annuals in summer at the firehouse garden. Flower 

arrangements are made for the high school graduation in June.  In 

May-June the Street Garden Program, encourages shops and 

businesses along Main Street and Route 1 to plant window boxes, 

on their swales and in containers. Their Wreaths on Main program 

prepares and installs lighted wreaths and garland on the twenty-

three lampposts on Main Street in December. 
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The activities of The North Haven Garden Club members were 

affected by COVID-19.  However, they still painted bikes, 

participated in garden tours, planted fourteen barrels/pots/window 

boxes throughout town, decorated Todd’s Pond and worked at the 

Preschool pollinator garden.  Beautification Awards were held and 

10 certificates were given. The gardens were judged on 

organization, design, creativity, expression and plant material. 

 

From March 2022 until September 2022 the Orchard Valley 

Garden Club provided four horticultural programs at the 

Southington Public Library to address the need for basic gardening 

advice as identified at the club’s plant sale and also to provide 

outreach to find new members.  Programs included Vegetable 

Gardening for Beginners, Flower Gardening for Beginners, Put 

Some Life in Your Landscape and Gardening with Native Plants.   
 

 

Certificates Of Individual Achievement 
 

Rowayton Gardeners are proud to recognize Frani Taylor for 

maintaining the Town Triangle and overseeing the Rowayton 

School Wetland in coordination with the Town. She also chairs the 

annual Christmas Market and Tree Sale.  Her work on the COVID 

era Christmas Market was one of her greatest accomplishments. 

Frani adjusted the number and design of wreaths, lined up Club 

sponsors and encouraged online donation requests.  She worked 

with her team to successfully get the Christmas sale online in time 

for Christmas, which guaranteed the Club’s budget for the 

maintenance of the public gardens and child and adult programs. 
 

Garden Club of Madison recognizes Philippa Mannino and Sue 

Kelley.  Philippa creatively and effectively planned the Daffodil 

Trail plantings throughout Town and Sue Kelley took over the 

renovations at Veterans Garden to complete the ‘Moon Garden.’ 

She also organized volunteers and participated in planting 500 

companion bulbs on the site. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS AND 

CONSERVATION 

Nancy Lenoce, Chair 

 

CONSERVATION AWARD 
Established in 2002 in memory of former Federation President Jeanne 

Lena and a member of The Thames River Garden Club. This award may 
be presented to an individual, couple, or group for excellence in 

conservation.  

 

The North Stonington Garden Club is a key driver in the Town 

of North Stonington’s Pollinator Pathway Project (PPP). They 

coordinate with community groups and agencies to promote 

involvement along the designated PPP pathway, to expand its 

footprint and to encourage residents from other parts of town to 

participate.  An informational session was held to educate the 

community.  The garden club added additional plantings on Town 

and public spaces at its own expense, funded by the plant sale.  A 

crowd-funding project exceeded its fundraising goals and earned a 

match grant through Sustainable CT. The grant helped cover the 

cost of additional plantings and the printing of an information 

brochure. An additional grant, awarded by the CT Master Gardener 

program, helped fund the costs of additional plantings, as well as 

subsequent educational efforts, including a trifold brochure.  A 

pollinator-friendly children’s garden was also planted.  
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PAULINE B. TYLER AWARD 
Established in 1990 in memory of former Federation President Pauline 

B. Tyler by the Federation’s Board of Directors. This award may be 

presented annually to an individual, couple, garden club or group for 

excellence in promoting conservation or legislation. 

 

The Garden Club of Hartford is recognized for their outstanding 

2-year project focused on Trees. The mission of the Conservation 

Committee was education, enjoyment and advocacy. Articles for 

the club’s monthly newsletter included Trees and Climate Change, 

Hubbard Brook Experimental Forest, Our Urban Forests, and 

summaries of a 60-page report on Forests prepared by a 

subcommittee of the Governor's Council on Climate Change 

(GC3).  Links to the documents were provided. Curated hikes 

included one to Holcomb Farm Arboretum with a founding 

member and another to the James L. Goodwin State Forest with a 

DEEP forester.  A planned Japanese Forest Bathing experience did 

not materialize due to COVID concerns. The program also 

included lectures on trees and an extensive advocacy program was 

established.  Eric Hammerling, executive director of the CT Forest 

and Park Association (CFPA), presented a Zoom talk on how to 

advocate. He first gave a backdrop of the workings of the CT State 

Assembly, then provided individualized sheets for club members 

which contained specific names and resource links to legislators 

and aides, both state and federal. Member Barbara David 

monitored relevant upcoming legislative discussions and voting on 

bills.  Members were alerted when to write to legislators 

concerning testimony or support of bills. Through the club’s 

collaboration with other organizations, recommendations were 

developed and sent to the CT State Assembly. Invitations were 

also sent to other Conservation Clubs to participate in the club’s 

advocacy projects. The Conservation Committee continues its 

advocacy program to the CT State Assembly and distributes 

information to club members of upcoming bills and legislation.                            
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Club Certificates of Achievement - Conservation 
 

Daytime Gardeners of North Haven used a Make & Take Project 

birdhouse kit as a fundraiser.  Member Walt Brockett designed a 

birdhouse with a view.  A plastic panel on the back of the house 

allows a view inside the nesting area to observe as the bird builds 

its nest and cares for its young. The birdhouses are mounted on the 

window with suction cups to allow a peek inside. This house was 

designed with a small hole specifically for House Wrens.  The goal 

of the project is to have a small fundraiser while creating 

something that families can use for educational purposes. 
 

A desire to add bees and beehives to Bauer Park is the focus of 

Garden Club of Madison's project.   Bees pollinate 60% of the 

food we eat.  One out of every three bites of our food, including 

fruits, vegetables, chocolate, coffee, nuts, and spices is created 

with the help of pollinators. Honey Bees suffer from colony 

collapse disorder brought on by stress, parasites, insecticides and 

agri-business replacing flowering meadows with acres of crops that 

offer bees no nectar at all. At the Bauer Park Fall Festival, two 

beekeepers happened to meet some Garden Club members and in 

discussing bees found out there were no beehives in the park, "But 

it would be really nice".  With club members busy as bees, the club 

quickly raised $1,000 to purchase two hives, two queen bees and 

25,000 workers. The two hives, the Bees of Bauer, will be 

maintained by two beekeepers, Lewis Strauss and Deidre Prisco.  
 

Manchester Garden Club created and maintained a garden at the 

heavily used entrance to Center Springs Park. It includes native 

shrubs and perennials that attract Monarch butterflies. A grant 

from the Hartford Audubon Society paid for the addition of shrubs 

and trees attractive to birds.  Just after new plants were installed, 

the Town of Manchester began an extensive renovation of the park 

entrance. Club members dug up and potted more than 100 plants, 

including trees and shrubs. Club members cared for these plants 

over the summer and then replanted them in November.   
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Certificate of Individual Achievement - Conservation 
 

Dianna Dwyer of The Shippan Point Garden Club, a multi-

talented designer and horticulturist with a passion for butterflies, 

invested in learning and sharing her knowledge of butterflies. 

Learning the life cycles of the butterfly, what they like to eat and 

what problems confront them until they mature, is all part of her 

dedication.  Her commitment to the care of at least 10 butterfly 

homes involves an hour of daily care, cleaning and feeding.  In 

addition to the club, Dianna has shared her knowledge of 

butterflies with Scouts, the Pollinator Club of Stamford, The 

Shippan Point Organization, The Stamford Nature Center and 

anyone who asks.  Dianna is Shippan Point Garden Club’s 

compass and promotes the use of varieties of milkweed in our 

public and private gardens.  Dianna released over 100 butterflies 

last year.  She has brought a wonderful extra dimension to 

understand the impacts of our plantings. 
 

Club Citation – Conservation 
 

Bristol Garden Club instituted a "Mighty Minute Conservation 

Tip" for every meeting. For example, the conservation tip may 

consider a native plant, which will thrive in our gardens without 

requiring extra consumption of natural resources such as water.  

Indigenous plants already fit into the overall environment. 
 

Individual Citations – Conservation 
 

Gerry McCabe of the Naugatuck Garden Club raised butterflies 

and gave many demonstrations of the process to area youth and 

adults for many years. 
 

Susan K. Foster of the Riverside Garden Club spearheaded and 

planted a new public Pollinator Garden at St. Paul's Church and 

included it in the town's new pollinator gardens map/guide. Susan 

is a member of the Town's Pollinator Pathway Institute. 
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CONNECTICUT ARBOREAL AWARDS 
Established in 1984, this award may be presented for an outstanding Arbor 

Day or tree-planting project. 
 

Small Club (Membership 1-29) 

Daytime Gardeners of North Haven's project was motivated by 

National Garden Clubs' Plant America with Trees:  Each One 

Plant One (PAT) program. This project is based on member Walter 

Brockett's experience with hybridizing experimental chestnut trees 

that may tolerate chestnut blight that are grown at the CT 

Agricultural Experiment Station. Walt had one generation of 

Chestnut trees planted and he was ready to collect the nuts from 

one tree. After a period of winter refrigeration, the nuts were ready 

to be planted. Working with two Girl Scout troops on their badges, 

club members prepared a lesson and taught the girls how to plant 

in pots and care for their tree seedlings until it is time to plant the 

trees in the ground. The scouts will care for the sprouting trees 

once they are planted in the fall. The goal of this project is to 

interest youth in gardening and conservation so they will be 

motivated to participate in these activities as they grow and 

become adults. 
 

Medium Club (Membership 30 to 59) 

None 
 

Large Club (Membership 60-99) 

Garden Club of Old Greenwich celebrated Arbor Day with a 

program at Old Greenwich Elementary School. Club members 

distributed Eastern white pine seedlings to 120 Kindergarten to 2nd 

Grade students. A short talk on the value of trees was presented to 

the students. The Old Greenwich School Green Club Parents and 

Girl Scouts helped to organize the event and wrap up the seedlings 

for distribution to the students. 
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Extra-Large Club (Membership 100+) 

Fairfield Garden Club is a leader in New England in the 

movement to return the American Chestnut to our northeast 

forest.   Annually the club observes, tallies and adds new chestnut 

seedlings where the planting sites have proven to be 

successful.  The club is working closely with an organic farm in 

Vermont to get more seedlings for planting in 2022.  

 

Club Certificates of Achievement - Arboreal 
 

In honor of The Portland Garden Club’s 75th anniversary and the 

150th Anniversary of Arbor Day, the Club purchased a native 

Dogwood tree and planted it at the Portland Recreation Complex.  
 

Westport Garden Club planted a Swamp White Oak for an 

‘Oaktober’ 2021 event.  The native tree planting took place at 

Grace K. Solomon Park. 
 

Certificate of Individual Achievement - Arboreal 
 

Dottie Colonese of The Guilford Garden Club, Inc. is 

recognized for her many efforts to enhance Guilford's beauty.  As 

Conservation chair for many years, Dottie was instrumental in 

writing grants, designing a brochure and writing letters to request 

donations for the Tree Fund. She has been a force in getting 

donations in order to plant over 70 trees in Guilford.  Ten trees 

were planted in 2021 and ten were planted in the spring 2022. 

Dottie's interest in conservation is seen through her efforts to plant 

trees, educate the public and maintain gardens in town. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS AWARD 
Established in 1993, this award is presented to a club or individual for 

outstanding involvement in areas of environmental awareness. 
 

In support of FGCCT’s program of Out with Invasives, In with 

Natives, Suzanne Thompson and Petie Reed, members of the 

Duck River Garden Club of Old Lyme embraced both efforts.  

Petie started an initiative called Nix the Knotweed. Knotweed is an 

invasive, which grows along roadsides. Suzanne started small 

groups that would cut the knotweed to the ground, bag and dispose 

it, 3 times a season, in several locations around Lyme and Old 

Lyme.  Suzanne as co-leader of Pollinate Old Lyme shares tips on 

invasives, how to thwart growth, prevent spread and restore a 

native ecosystem. Many Duck River Garden Club members and 

community members purchased medallion signs, which help with 

any expenses the group many incur, and linked their gardens with 

the Pollinator Pathway through Suzanne, Petie and their co-

workers. 
 

Certificate of Individual Achievement 

Environmental Concerns 
 

Nancy Dickinson, an active member of the Riverside Garden 

Club, helps to maintain the Train Station gardens.  She is also a 

member of the Greenwich Land Trust. As part of the Seed-to-Seed 

team, she plants native wildflower plugs.  She is active with 

Friends of Greenwich Point, whose aim is to remove Invasives.  

She serves on the Greenwich Conservation Commission and is a 

liaison for GRAB/ recycling. 
 

Club Citations - Environmental Concerns 
 

Garden Club of Old Greenwich as committee members of 

Greenwich Green and Clean participated in checking in registrants 

and handing out buckets and gloves at the International Clean Day 

and Environmental Fair. 
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Old Saybrook Garden Club members live where the River Meets 

the Sound, and the environment of the Sound and the Connecticut 

River is important. Many members' families have boats, fish, 

swim, and live on one of these bodies of water.  Air and river 

pollution, algae and the hydrilla invasion are all a critical aspect of 

outdoor life in Old Saybrook. In addition, club members regularly 

report on recycling, reusing, repurposing, composting, waste 

management and pollinator gardens.   
 

Individual Citations – Environmental Concerns 
 

Misty Beyers of the Greenfield Hill Garden Club writes 

magazine articles on recycling, alternatives to a grass lawn, 

planting native trees and improving air quality. Misty serves on the 

Town Tree Committee and is a key member of Friends of Larsen 

Sanctuary. 
 

Vicky Brady of the Cheshire Garden Club established an 

environmentally sensitive garden that attracts a multitude of 

different species of birds and butterflies. 
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CONNECTICUT FLOWER SHOW AWARDS 
The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. 

Trish Manfredi, Judges Council Chair  
 

The Mary Loncin Flower Show Award 
Established in 2004 by Mary Loncin, former Federation President and 

member of the Caudatowa Garden Club. This award honors her love of 
floral design and encourages garden clubs to continue to hold Standard 

Flower Shows. The award and a $100 check are presented to a club for 

the highest scoring Standard Flower Show in Connecticut. 

Garden Club of Orange 

An NGC Standard Flower Show 

Bicentennial Blooms 

  

 

The Nell McGuinness Award 
Established in 2001 by the Guilford Garden Club in recognition of Nell 

McGuinness’ love of floral design. This award is presented for the most 
outstanding exhibit in the Design Division at the Connecticut Flower 

Show. 
Deborah Vallas 

Branford Garden Club 
2022 Connecticut Flower Show, Rhythms and Blooms 

Division II Design:  Music in Bloom 

Section C:  Broadway Musicals 

Class 7:  Phantom of the Opera 

 

 

Award of Excellence in Flower Show Achievement 
Given for a Flower Show evaluated and scoring 95+  

Garden Club of Old Greenwich and  

Riverside Garden Club 
An NGC Small Standard Flower Show 

The Book Club  
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Award of Excellence in Flower Show Achievement 
Given for a Flower Show evaluated and scoring 95+  

The Guilford Garden Club, Inc., 

Leete’s Island Garden Club and 

Garden Club of Madison 
An NGC Small Standard Flower Show 

Whether (Weather) or Not 

 

Garden Club of Orange 
An NGC Standard Flower Show 

Bicentennial Blooms 

 

 

Flower Show Award of Achievement 
Given for a Flower Show evaluated and scoring 90+ 

The Wilton Garden Club, Inc.  
An NGC Small Standard Flower Show 

A Century of Flowers in Fashion  

 

 

Flower Show Award Citation –Youth 
For an outstanding youth section 

The Wilton Garden Club, Inc.  
An NGC Small Standard Flower Show 

A Century of Flowers in Fashion  

 

 

Flower Show Award Citation - Horticulture 
For an outstanding horticulture division 

Garden Club of Old Greenwich and 

Riverside Garden Club  
An NGC Small Standard Flower Show 

The Book Club 
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Flower Show Award Citation – Design 
For an outstanding design division 

Garden Club of Old Greenwich and 

Riverside Garden Club 
An NGC Small Standard Flower Show 

The Book Club  

 

The Guilford Garden Club, Inc., 

Leete’s Island Garden Club and 

Garden Club of Madison  
An NGC Small Standard Flower Show 

Whether (Weather) or Not  

 

Garden Club of Orange 
 An NGC Standard Flower Show 

Bicentennial Blooms 

 

 

Flower Show Award Citation – Staging 
For distinguished staging 

Garden Club of Old Greenwich 

Riverside Garden Club  
An NGC Small Standard Flower Show 

The Book Club 

 

Garden Club of Orange 
An NGC Standard Flower Show 

Bicentennial Blooms 
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Flower Show Award Citation –Schedule 
For a superior schedule 

Garden Club of Old Greenwich 

Riverside Garden Club 
An NGC Small Standard Flower Show 

The Book Club 

 

The Guilford Garden Club, Inc., 

Leete’s Island Garden Club and 

Garden Club of Madison  
An NGC Small Standard Flower Show 

Whether(Weather) or Not 

 

Garden Club of Orange 
An NGC Standard Flower Show 

Bicentennial Blooms 
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GARDENING COUNCIL  

Cheryl Cappiali, Gardening Consultants Council 

 

Lovely Garden Award 
The Lovely Garden Award was established in 2006 through a generous 

gift of $5,000 bequeathed by past member Penny Jarvis of Portland/Old 
Lyme.  In the spirit of its benefactor, the award is presented to someone 

who has demonstrated a love of gardening. 
 

The Lovely Garden Award is presented to Paul Cialone, of the 

Danbury Garden Club.  With vision, careful planning and 

massive sweat equity, Paul Cialone transformed his back yard into 

a place of tranquility and beauty. The property is now a series of 

connected "rooms" that continually invite the visitor from one to 

another. His attention to horticultural detail and site lines gives the 

eye a rhythmic vision of texture and color. The back deck is the 

first invitation to this marvelous tour. It is a serene place with 

dappled sun, flowers and hanging planters. Just beyond the deck is 

a small pond and waterfall. While the yard is completely fenced in, 

you are drawn to the interesting variety of trees, all of which Paul 

planted and pruned to encourage shape, size and growth.  
 

Our second Lovely Garden Award is presented posthumously to 

Sandi Blaze of the Wilton Garden Club. With training in design, 

a love of gardens, and a tireless work ethic, Sandi Blaze started 

this garden when she and her husband bought the property nearly 

25 years ago. These gardens have been totally designed and 

managed by Sandi over many years. When the property was 

purchased, it was virtually a clean slate. Sandi lovingly and 

tirelessly worked in her gardens daily for hours and was 

continuously making improvements, moving plants and adding 

new areas.  Sandi's formal gardens include full seasonal color, 

water features, year-round structure from both plants 

and garden elements and her favorite plants, asters. In addition, she 

maintained a gorgeous vegetable garden and fruit trees. Sandi was 

a consummate gardener and her knowledge was astounding! 
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GARDEN THERAPY 

Peggy Lajoie, Chair 
 

AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 
 

Small Club (Membership 1-29) 

The North Haven Garden Club five divisions for therapy 

programs are: Connecticut Hospice, Ronald McDonald House, 

Montowese Health and Rehabilitation Center, Woods Edge Elderly 

and North Haven Senior Center, which allow them to do more 

projects locally.  They delight endless adults, patients and children 

with creative decorations and projects. 

 
Medium Club (Membership 30-59) 

Bristol Garden Club meets at five different nursing homes: The 

Pines, Countryside Manor, Shady Oaks, Sheridan Woods and 

Village Green.  They work directly with residents and create 

flower arrangements when possible during COVID restrictions. 
 

Large Club (Membership 60-99) 

Long Hill Garden Club expanded a garden therapy program to 

Wesley Heights in Shelton. They work with residents on crafts, 

floral arrangements and live plants.  In December, they delivered 

over 200 holiday cards to residents of Stern Village, Trumbull. 
  

Extra Large Club (Membership 100+) 

Branford Garden Club continue their garden therapy work at the 

Joseph Trapasso Community House Dining Room, Artis and 

Orchard House, Branford Food Pantry and Branford Hills Health 

Center by sending cards and table flower arrangements.  In 

addition, they provide miniature flower bouquets that are delivered 

with meals to homebound citizens. 
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Club Certificates of Achievement 
 

Leete’s Island Garden Club continued meeting during COVID at 

members’ homes or in the parking lot of Apple Rehabilitation. 

They created 25 arrangements for patients and the three nursing 

stations. 

 

Mystic Garden Club encouraged conversation with residents at 

Mystic Healthcare and Rehabilitation Center by creating floral 

designs with flowers and plant materials from their gardens. 

During COVID they provided flowers to staff members so they 

could work with individuals in their rooms.  Mystic Garden Club 

was the only outside volunteer program able to provide 

uninterrupted programs throughout the pandemic at Mystic 

Healthcare and Rehabilitation. 

 

Shippan Point Garden Club continues its garden therapy 

program at St. Camillus Facility designing activities to promote 

socialization and enhance mental and physical capabilities.  Their 

garden project continued with vegetables, flowers and crafts.  They 

also partner with Our Lady Star of the Sea to provide holiday gifts 

to residents and staff. 

 

Wilton Garden Club meets at Comstock Senior Center and holds 

workshops on how to create flower and bulb arrangements.  These 

programs were popular and well attended.  They currently require 

a waiting list due to the outstanding number of requests to attend. 

 

Certificates of Individual Achievement 
 

Mary Cameron and Laurie Falco of The North Haven Garden 

Club volunteered for many years at Connecticut Hospice. Both are 

tremendous assets to the garden therapy program with their 

reliability and participation. 
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HISTORIC, MEMORIAL AND PUBLIC GARDENS 

Carol Steiner, Chair  
 

AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 
 

Small Club (Membership 1-29) 

The Award of Excellence for a small club is presented to The 

North Haven Garden Club. They consistently take on many 

garden projects, some new, some ongoing.  The Colonial Gardens, 

the Martha Culver Library Gardens, the Dolly Chignon Center 

Island the Agnes Weber Memorial Garden plus several others are 

all part of their annual efforts. 
  

Medium Club (Membership 30-59) 

The Award of Excellence for a medium club is presented to the 

Manchester Garden Club.  Some of their projects include the 

Monarch and Bird Way Stations, the Vietnam Memorial Park 

Garden, and the Manchester Gateway Garden.  Many of the club’s 

transformations are documented in well presented before and after 

pictures showing exactly how they improved the garden. 
 

Large Club (Membership 60 – 99) 

The Award of Excellence for a large club is presented to the 

Garden Club of Madison for their Veterans Garden Redesign, 

which includes a Blue Star bench and other memorials. 

The Madison Veterans Garden thanks all those who have served 

and reflects on those who were lost in service to our country. 

Design Chair, Carolyn Bernard, redesigned the garden to be a 

place of quiet and peaceful contemplation and proposed an all-

white garden for this purpose. The club funded a complete 

redesign of this garden space, and Carolyn secured the help of a 

local business to help remove the old garden with an eye to 

repurposing what was there. In late April the first phase of the 

plant installation began with shrubs and a few sedge grasses to 

create structure in this rather large garden space. This phase of the 

garden included Bird’s Nest Spruces, Bobo Hydrangeas, Japanese 

Holly, Ivory Halo Redstem Dogwoods, Mountain Andromeda, 
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Mugo Pines and Ice Dance Sedges. These choices offered a great 

variety of form, line and texture within a muted color palette of 

greens and whites.  A second phase of plant material added 

perennials such as Astilbe, Phlox and Salvia. All through the first 

season the garden was hand-tended by several teams of club 

gardeners to make sure the plant material was well watered. In late 

fall members planted 600 bulbs to provide a profusion of early 

spring to early-summer blooms. Throughout the 2022 season, the 

garden was evaluated and will be augmented until a beautiful, lush 

and contemplative garden is achieved.   
 

Extra Large Club (Membership 100+) 

The Award of Excellence for an Extra Large Club is presented to 

Branford Garden Club for maintaining the historic 1782 

Harrison House, barn and garden for more than 40 years.  Since the 

pandemic, a new effort was made to make the garden a welcome 

year-round gathering area. An emphasis on plants of the colonial 

era provides a backdrop for Historical Society events as well as 

events by other town groups.  The walkways are constructed of 

Stony Creek Granite, and seating is scattered throughout the area 

adjacent to the gardens. 

 

Club Certificates of Achievement 
 

The Fairfield Garden Club continues to monitor, design, plant, 

revise, enrich and transform the historic 1750 Ogden House 

homestead garden.  This garden is used to teach school children 

and the community about the town’s history, gardens, watershed 

and the pivotal role of pollinators.  

 

Rowayton Gardeners are recognized for their maintenance of the 

Pickney Park Memorial Flagpole Garden and the historic 

Rowayton Memorial Garden.  

 

Westport Garden Club is recognized for their 2022 renovation of 

the Nevada Hitchcock Garden, established in 1941, with a focus on 

native and pollinator plantings.  
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HORTICULTURE AWARDS 

Renee Marsh, Chair 

ELLEN CARDER MEMORIAL AWARD 
Established in 1971 in memory of Ellen Carder and her lifelong interest 

and achievements in the field of horticulture. This award, a suitable book, 

shall be presented annually to a garden club member for noteworthy 

horticultural achievement. 

 

The Guilford Garden Club, Inc. presented a Small Standard 

Flower Show for the Tri-meeting of The Guilford Garden Club, 

The Leete’s Island Garden Club and Garden Club of Madison.   

With consultation and advice from Judges and Chairs, Carol 

Ferraro and Eileen Landry, developed a schedule for “Whether 

(Weather) or Not” that included Design, Horticulture, and 

Photography.   Each club was given a copy of the brochure about 

the show in hopes that clubs’ members would contribute to the 

show.   Managing the uncertainties of COVID-19 restrictions was 

a challenge and not until less than a month before the show did 

they get permission to use the hall needed.  Expenses for the show 

were funded from two major fund-raisers during the year by The 

Guilford Garden club.   

 

MARY FRENG SHERLEY MEMORIAL AWARD 
Established in 1988 in memory of Mary Freng Sherley, a member of the 

Garden Club of Old Greenwich. This award is presented to an individual 

or club for horticultural excellence. 

 

The Manchester Garden Club’s strong focus on educating 

themselves and others about horticulture is evident in the 

members’ participation in meetings. In addition to guest speakers, 

David Lyons, the Horticulture Chair and Donna Kaffenberger, the 

Conservation Chair cover topics from tree communications to the 

importance of seed banking.  In addition, the club maintains five 

gardens and a Monarch and Bird Way Station.  Every year the club 

gives the town funds to support planting a tree, this year an oak.   

To encourage plantings that beautify the town, a framed certificate 
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is presented to a local business every year and a publicity 

announcement is sent to the local papers.  Multiple letters of 

recognition are also distributed.   Club members volunteer and 

submit entries to every Flower Show.   The club also started a 

project to encourage and engage the community to make their 

yards pollinator friendly.  Club members made yard signs and 

participate in “No Mow May.”  Plugs of native pollinator 

perennials were purchased and raised for sale at the club’s annual 

Plant Sale.  There was also a display with information about 

supporting pollinators at the Plant Sale.  An enlarged display was 

exhibited at the town’s “2nd Saturday” event in July and club 

members spoke with about 60 community members about making 

their yards pollinator friendly.  The club will participate in one or 

two more “2nd Saturdays” this summer.  Peter and Beth Brunone 

designed a bookmark with pollinator information that is distributed 

at these events, which led to five members adding their property to 

the Pollinator Pathway.  

 

JOYCE P. HARRIS AWARD 
Established in 2002 in memory of Joyce P. Harris, a member of The 

Garden Club of New Haven and the 2002 Bronze Medal recipient. 
 This award is presented for outstanding horticultural achievement by a 

club, individual or group in their community. 
 

Inspired by a presentation by Aspetuck Land Trust on Creating a 

Succession of Bloom in the Native Garden, North Stonington 

Garden Club launched a project to encourage the addition of 

native species into community and club members’ 

gardens.  Horticulture member, Jane Potkin, approached 

Horticulture and Plant Sale Chairpersons, Susan Vincent and 

Karen McGee, as to the viability of offering plants and educating 

members and the local community as a continuation of the club’s 

Pollinator Project. They researched Izel Native Plants as a source 

for plugs and with the Board’s approval bought 150 seedlings of 

three species: Monarda punctata, Rudbeckia triloba and Chelone 

glabra. A workshop taught members how to properly pot and 

nurture the plugs into plants.  Pots were donated by a club member. 
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Attendees at the plant sale were savvy on the importance and 

benefit of adding native species to their landscapes. The benefits to 

pollinators, birds and wildlife providing food and habitat were 

stressed. Also how native species require less maintenance as they 

thrive in our climate and are more disease resistant saving time and 

money in your garden.   Care and cultivation instruction were 

included with the plants.  The plants sold out and the club will 

continue to promote native plants.    

 

AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 
 

Small Club (Membership 1-29) 

Daytime Gardeners of North Haven were invited to create 

centerpieces for the FGCCT Annual Meeting luncheon.  They 

illustrated the theme “We Grow Gardens & Gardeners” by using 

little garden hand tools and seed packets within the arrangement. 

The wood log base was also a unifying theme, although each 

arrangement was unique in its use of plant material. The goal was 

to participate as a club in this event while offering individual 

members the opportunity to design their own centerpieces while 

maintaining a unified theme. Members contributed flowers and 

plant material from their gardens and purchased some materials.  

The club also sponsored a Beyond Beginnings Workshop to help 

members and guests learn more about the principles of design so 

they would gain confidence in their own ability to create 

interesting and useful floral designs.     

  
Medium Club (Membership 30-59) 

Pomperaug Valley Garden Club transformed a weed filled bed 

surrounding the Elizabeth Abrams Memorial Fountain that was 

donated to the town of Woodbury in 1927 into a Serenity Garden 

with the existing fountain as the centerpiece. The garden was 

divided into quadrants and 48 plants were used mostly from Mary 

Krivicky’s garden with bulbs added in the fall.  A sign, paid for by 

the town, was placed indicating that it was a Serenity Garden.  The 

garden club will maintain and water the garden, and the town will 

supply the mulch.  
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Large Club (Membership 60 – 99) 

Garden Club of Old Greenwich emphasized horticulture in 

multiple ways. To orient new members and polish the skills of 

seasoned members, the Horticulture committee critiqued 

specimens brought to the first membership meeting.   Horticultural 

workshops expanded the membership’s botanical knowledge, 

piqued curiosity, and introduced discipline. An African violet leaf 

propagation workshop was held in February where participants 

learned how to create mini greenhouses from repurposed plastic 

containers to house the leaves, how to prepare the proper potting 

soil for propagation as well as preparing and planting cut leaves 

from specially selected African violets.  The Club’s second spring 

bulb sale and the Annual Mother’s Day Plant sale exceeded 

expectations.  Pent-up demand was strong from new residents and 

those who had been confined to their homes and wanted to 

cultivate their gardens.   The club also had their second Amaryllis 

challenge in two years where members forced Hippeastrum 

amaryllidaceae ‘Zombie’ and posted photos online.  The spring 

Daffodil challenge required the forced Narcissus ‘Fortune’ to 

bloom on a specific day.  Continuing on the bulb theme, they 

collaborated with their local library on a presentation “A Year of 

Blooming Bulbs” with Master Gardener, Ilona Ontersherenki.    

 

Extra Large Club (Membership 100+) 

The Phelps Triangle Committee’s mission is to manage the 

maintenance of the Phelps Triangle Park, a vest-pocket park 

maintained by The Garden Club of New Haven, Inc.  Regular 

work sessions are scheduled as well as the annual installation and 

removal of burlap from the perimeter.  They collaborate with other 

organizations including the New Haven Parks Department and 

local arborists as necessary to maintain its landscape and 

hardscape. This is the 67th year the club has maintained Phelps 

Triangle as a contribution to New Haven. Each member is 

expected to volunteer several hours every year to help maintain the 

Triangle, but more time is always appreciated. Small tasks like 

picking up trash or weeding make a big difference to the space and 

are less burdensome when done with fellow members.  The annual 
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installation and removal of burlap around the perimeter is a major 

opportunity for members to socialize and accomplish an important 

task, which can only be done as a group. The park is located at the 

intersection of Trumbull, Whitney and Temple Streets in New 

Haven. Our continuing attention and hard work has made it a 

lovely, quiet spot in a busy city, which entices many to relax and 

contemplate. 

 

Club Certificates of Achievement 
  
Branford Garden Club Inc. created a sub-group of UConn 

Master Gardeners to tap into their education, experience and 

expertise.  A Master Gardener table is associated with each public 

event, such as the club plant sales and Earth Day.  They present 

key topics of interest, answer questions, promote native plantings 

and assist with the recognition and eradication of invasive species.  

The public response has been overwhelmingly positive.  

 

Members of the Greenfield Hill Garden Club contribute to the 

maintenance of the Hillside Road property by planting, weeding, 

and cutting back spent perennials, fall closure and spring cleanup. 

Sprucing up the garden is a nice way to spend time with fellow 

club members while sharing in the pride of a lovely contribution to 

our community.  They also keep the trails at Connecticut Audubon 

Society Larsen Sanctuary in good shape. The Connecticut 

Audubon staff oversees the habitat maintained by the Friends of 

Larsen volunteer group, many of whom are Greenfield Hill Garden 

Club Members. The group planted arrowwood, cranberry 

viburnum, sassafras, sweet pepperbush, buttonbush, and swamp 

sweetbells along the trail. The pollinator garden behind the 

Audubon Center building was planted with sweet pepperbush, 

sweetbells, elderberry, and grey birch. 

 

The Long Hill Garden Club, Inc. in Partnership with the 

Trumbull Rotary Club, established raised-bed vegetable gardens at 

Hall Neighborhood House in Bridgeport. They also helped design 

and install an underground watering system and planted the beds 
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with vegetables. The vegetables were harvested and used in their 

meals. In addition, they provided sunflower and marigold seeds for 

the Pre-school students to plant at home.  During National Garden 

Week, the club had a simple plant give away. Members dug up 

plants from their gardens and randomly gave them away to 

members of the community, thus mirroring The Federation’s 

theme of  “We Grow Gardens & Gardeners”. 

 

Garden Club of Madison added a mix of spring-blooming bulbs 

to their popular annual bulb planting project included hundreds of 

Muscari armeniacum in front of the Deacon John Graves and the 

Alice-Bushnell Houses, Geranium tuberosum around the 

Chittendon Monument, Tulipa and Hyacinth orientalis at the 9/11 

Garden, hundreds of Narcissus ‘Fellow’s Favorite’ on Copse Road 

outside of Bauer Park, Narcissus ‘February’s Gold’ at the 

American Legion and lastly, 600 bulbs in the Veterans Garden. All 

in all, over 2000 bulbs were planted again this year. 
 
The Garden Club of Newtown has for 11 years planted, nurtured 

and harvested fresh produce in their community’s Victory Garden.  

Last year they maintained six rows of organic vegetables that were 

delivered to the Food Bank and Senior Housing. Horticulture 

articles and photos appropriate to the season are also submitted to 

the monthly newsletter. 

 

Horticulture articles on topics of interest are written throughout the 

year and published in local newspapers by members of The North 

Haven Garden Club. The articles such as “Great Ideas for that 

Stump in Your Yard” by member Cindy Golia, both educate the 

public and promote the club.    

 

Rowayton Gardeners focused on the topic of distinguishing 

invasive plants from horticulturally significant native species (e.g. 

Ailanthus A. vs. Rhus T.).  In addition to hosting tables at events, 

the club presented on the topic at the Club's "Lunch and Learn" 

gathering, attended by Club members and by the public.    
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Certificates of Individual Achievement 
 

Jody Morgan of The Garden Club of Avon was instrumental in 

establishing and leading the Vegetable Garden for Gifts of Love 

and the pollinator garden at Sycamore Hills.   

 
Wendy Bellmore of Branford Garden Club is recognized for her 

outstanding horticultural work. She has kept the club informed 

with the latest information from the Connecticut’s Master 

Gardener Organization and has written wonderful, thought 

provoking articles monthly in our club publication Scattered Seeds.   

She was an army nurse and served our country and currently 

travels to Africa doing missionary work helping people in a 3rd 

world country.  

 

Suzanne Thompson and Petie Reed of the Duck River Garden 

Club of Old Lyme combined their knowledge and effort to 

reconstruct the McCurdy Road “Island” project, which is 

maintained by the club, after an accident destroyed the plantings. 

Suzanne was one of the two local women that put Old Lyme on the 

Pollinator Pathway map in Connecticut.  

 

Sharon Allan of the Mystic Garden Club is co-chair of the 

horticulture committee. She leads the setup and oversees the 

operation of the Mystic-Noank Library fair and plant sale.  

 

Andrea Turner of Westport Garden Club chaired the 

Horticulture Committee for the last three years.  Without fail, 

Andrea has brought show and tell material that she researched for 

each meeting.   Her down to earth style has made horticulture and 

gardening best practices accessible to all.  

 

Individual Citation 
 

Eileen Holleran of the The Garden Club of Newtown  

contributes her informative horticulture articles and photographs to 

the club’s monthly newsletter. 
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PUBLIC RELATIONS and COMMUNICATIONS 

Linda Kaplan, Chair 

Membership Awareness--Certificate of Merit 
Membership brochures 

  Small Club The Garden Club of Brookfield  

  Medium Club Evergreen Country Gardeners 

  Large Club Danbury Garden Club  

    

Certificate of Commendation 

  Glastonbury Council – a three club ad campaign 

  

 

Social Media/Website 
   Websites – Certificate of Merit 

   Medium Club Greens Farms Garden Club 
   Large Club Easton Garden Club, Inc.  

 

 

Publications – Certificate of Merit 

Newsletters 
  Small Club The North Haven Garden Club 

  Medium Club Greens Farms Garden Club 

  Large Club The Litchfield Garden Club, Inc. 

  Extra Large Club Branford Garden Club, Inc. 

 

Other Publications – Field Trip Record 

  Large Club Garden Club of Old Greenwich 

 

 

National Garden Club Week – Certificate of Merit 

  Small Club The Garden Club of Brookfield 
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SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 

Deborah Osborne, Chair 
scholarships@ctgardenclubs.org 

 

The 2022 Scholarship is given in memory of  

Betty Dykins, Glastonbury Garden Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jennifer Paul 
Scholarship:  $7,500 

Intended Career:  Natural Resource Conservation Management 

 

 "Those that believe in education and knowledge, such as those at 

your scholarship program, help others attain an accomplishment 

that will last them a lifetime.   I am currently attending the 

University of Connecticut in pursuit of a Bachelor's Degree in 

Natural Resources.  I chose to attend the University of Connecticut 

because I believe their natural resources program is one of the best 

in the region.  As a result, I feel that I will be well prepared for a 

career in my field of study.   Receiving a higher education is 

currently my highest priority, and your scholarship has made doing 

so less worrisome and more attainable."  Jennifer Paul 
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YEARBOOK AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 

Sue Mayne, Yearbook Manager 

 
Established in 2004 by Program Chairs, Florence Flynn and Inge Venus. 

This award may be presented to the club that best celebrates The 
Federation President’s theme for the year. For the years 2021-23, 

President Polly Brooks’ theme is We Grow Gardens & Gardeners. This 

award cannot be awarded to the same club in two consecutive years. 

 

 

The Yearbook Award of Excellence 
is presented to 

The Suffield Garden Club, Inc. 

Suffield Garden Club’s 2022-2023 Yearbook best demonstrated an 

all-around approach to furthering President, Polly Brooks’, project 

theme, 'We Grow Gardens & Gardeners'. The yearbook cover, 

President's letter, and the use of graphics, throughout the yearbook, 

identify and highlight supporting programs and speaker topics, 

which support the theme.  All sections contributed to a unified 

yearbook and a Club year of  'Growing Gardens & Gardeners'. 
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YOUTH AWARDS 
Kandra Houston, Chair 

YOUTH AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 
This award may be presented to a club for outstanding work with youth 

in a school setting.  
 

Small Club (Membership 1-29) 

none 
 

Medium Club (Membership 30-59) 

Riverside Garden Club continued its second annual field trip for 

all Grade 5 students at Riverside Elementary School, plus they 

expanded to include Grade 5 students at North Mianus Elementary 

School. The field trip educates the students not only on the plants, 

trees and animals at Binney Pond Park, but also the insects in the 

Park.  A new learning activity is the Beekeeper Station focusing on 

the role of bees, the importance of native plants to them, the 

equipment used, and what students can do at home to help bees 

thrive.  The three recurring activities include the turtle 

identification station, a hike identifying invasive versus non-

invasive plants and a scavenger hunt to identify plants and animals.  

This program has grown from 65 children to 170 children this year. 
 

Large Club (Membership 60-99) 

Long Hill Garden Club gave an Amaryllis bulb to each of the ten 

Hall Neighborhood House nursery school classrooms in 

Bridgeport.  Each class was also given five lesson plans and a list 

of outdoor nature programs. In addition they provided sunflower 

seeds for growing in class to 100 children. Plus, two sunflower 

books were donated to the school. 
 

Extra Large Club (Membership 100+) 

Branford Garden Club working with COVID-19 restrictions, 

prepared and delivered mugs, flowers, and greens to the Early 

Years Leaning Center so each of the 54 pre-school students could 

take home a gift for Mothers Day. 
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Club Certificate of Achievement 
 

Garden Club of Old Greenwich helped 150 kindergarten and 

Grade 2 students at Old Greenwich School celebrate Arbor Day’s 

150th Anniversary. They gave the students a white pine seedling to 

plant at home and provided information on the value of trees to the 

environment.  

 

LUCKNER YOUTH AWARDS 
Established in 1993, these awards may be presented to a club for 

outstanding work with youth in programs conducted outside of a school 
setting, such as Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, town or church youth programs, 

hospitals and other youth programs.  

 

Small Club (Membership 1-29) 

Daytime Gardeners of North Haven continued their Girl Scout 

program of planting spring bulbs in front of the hedge at North 

Haven’s historic cemetery. Over the past four years, 400 bulbs 

have been planted with club assistance.  This year after planting 

bulbs, the Girl Scouts faced the challenge of municipal work crews 

who cut down the leaves after the blooms fade and before the plant 

leaves could form next year’s bloom.   Their solution was to install 

a sign just after the blossom fade to remind the work crews not to 

cut down the leaves.  The Girl Scouts are learning to persevere and 

problem solve when faced with an adverse situation. 
 

Medium Club (Membership 30-59) 

Duck River Garden Club of Old Lyme partnered with multiple 

Old Lyme organizations to reach families and children of all ages.  

This included a Tussie-Mussie booth for 50 children, ranging in 

age 4 through 18, at the December Lyme Art Academy Tree 

Lighting event. They used evergreens, pinecones and other natural 

materials.  The club also participated in the Connecticut Audubon 

Society’s Old Lyme Roger Tory Peterson Estuary Center’s Family 

Day in May by running a seed planting station for 20 children and 

talking about gardening, natural ecosystems, pollinators, and 

invasive species.  To publicize June’s Pollinator Month, the club 
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partnered with the Library and the Old Lyme Pollinator Pathway 

volunteers for a discussion of native gardens and pollinators with 

15 children ranging in age from pre-school to teenagers. 
 

Large Club (Membership 60-99) 

Danbury Garden Club’s Junior Garden Club meets eight times a 

year. They learn about and create five floral design types that they 

had not done before.  This year they created eleven flower 

arrangements for display at the Danbury Library in honor of 

Library week. Another activity includes recycling education using 

the interactive Jeopardy Recycling game. They also created a 

recycled materials construction project. They learned about 

Bluebirds, and the club gave each junior member a Bluebird house 

for their yard.   
Extra Large Club (Membership 100+) 

Branford Garden Club worked with Branford High School 

students in the Community Outreach class by donating plants and 

assisting them in the 13 raised bed gardens at the school.  Twenty 

students planted, maintained, and harvested and then donated the 

vegetables to the community. 

 

Luckner  Club Certificates of Achievement 
 

Bristol Garden Club continues to mentor approximately 25 

children between ages 6 to 18 in planting and maintaining fruits 

and vegetables in a garden area of Bristol’s Cambridge Park 

Housing Area during the growing season.  In addition, throughout 

the year, the club provides educational programs in conservation, 

ecology, recycling, food preparation and life skills. 

 

Old Saybrook Garden Club held three children’s events by 

providing curbside pick-up kits through the Acton Public Library.  

For ages 4 to 8 years old, 15 Toad Village Kits were distributed. 

Materials include a booklet containing instructions for creating a 

Toad Abode and Village in each child’s gardens plus a suggested 

reading list to learn more about toads.  Another kit was for ages 7 

to 11 years old and contained materials to make a Sun Catcher 
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using pressed leaves.  This kit included tree and leaf identification 

information and a Tree Treasure Hunt map sited at the library.  

Twenty children picked up this kit.  For children 5 to 10 years old, 

a Pizza Garden Kit contained herbs, tomato, and bell pepper plants 

along with planting, care, and recipes for making pesto and pizza 

to support the President’s theme ‘We Grow Gardens & Gardeners’.  

Fifteen children picked up the pizza kits. 
 

The Rowayton Gardeners helped a local Girl Scout troop build 

and then site 24 bat houses to attract bats.  The club purchased 

materials and helped the scouts assemble and paint the bat houses.  

The club guided the scouts in researching bats and then had the 

scouts answer bat-related questions at the June Rowayton 

Gardener’s Community Walk and Great Gnome Hunt. 

 

Luckner Club Citations 
 

Shoreline Community Garden Club started a new project with 

the Girl Scouts painting rocks for garden interest. 

 

Garden Club of Madison conducted an after school workshop for 

kindergarten through Grade 6 Country School of Madison students 

who created Thanksgiving arrangements that were donated to 

decorate the Madison Senior Center’s lunch tables for the holiday 

week. 

 

Garden Club of Old Greenwich had a Girl Scout Troup visit one 

of the club’s pollinator gardens at Greenwich Point and then 

helped them design and plant a pollinator garden at Old Greenwich 

School.  The garden is now part of the official Pollinator Pathway. 
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SPECIAL AWARDS 

Vonice Carr, Awards Chair 
 

Good Deed Citations 
Established in 1980 as a thoughtful gesture of goodwill. This award 

recognizes an unusual or worthwhile project that otherwise does not fit 

into another award category. This might be a small or large one-time 
project or an annual one. 

 

The Greens Sale Committee, 35 members strong, of the Mystic 

Garden Club is awarded this Good Deed Citation for taking the 

Holiday Green Sales, the club’s biggest fund-raiser, online.  After 

canceling the 2020 Holiday Greens Sale, due to COVID-19 

restrictions, and, more importantly, concern for the well being of 

club members, two computer savvy members created the Greens 

Sales on-line shopping pages during the summer.  The pages 

featured photos of various design choices for wreaths, sprays and 

ornaments.  It included a description of the greens available. 

Quantities for each design were calculated. The club treasurer set 

up an on-line payment system and the sale took off.  Orders came 

in and sales were similar to previous years.  It was great teamwork, 

organization and willingness to try something new by the Greens 

Sales Committee and their leaders, Mary Hotchkiss and Donna 

Abbott. All their creative and determined efforts allowed Mystic 

Garden Club to replenish their treasury and fund their community 

projects. 

 

The Portland Garden Club’s 75th Anniversary celebrations 

emphasized giving back to the community. The club has thrived on 

the concepts of civic beautification, education and conservation to 

benefit the membership and the community. They maintain and 

plant the Veterans Memorial garden, the Betty Keser Scott Garden 

at the Ruth Callander House Museum of Portland History and 

portions of the Portland Air Line Trail.  At the Portland Library 

they provide six monthly floral exhibits, plant the outside urns and 

decorate the building in December.  They participate in the 

Portland Agricultural Fair, provide floral arrangements for the 
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Portland High School and Middle School Awards Nights, decorate 

the podium for the Memorial Day Parade and provide a scholarship 

to a high school senior. They rode in five historic cars decorated 

with banners and flowers in the Portland Memorial Day Parade 

honoring Veterans. For the Library’s 125th Anniversary they 

provided and staffed a Pollinator Exhibit on the Town Green.  For 

their generous contributions to Portland, the club is honored with 

this ‘many’ Good Deed citation. 
 

Club Certificates of Appreciation 
Established in 1978, this award allows each individual club to recognize 

outstanding work, length of service, or whatever is applicable to honor 
one of its members in a fitting manner in any given year. Only one 

Certificate of Appreciation per club per year may be presented. 

 

Dorothy Johnson is recognized for the many, many hours she 

spent researching and writing the History of The Spring Glen 

Garden Club. The book covers the years 1925 to the present time.  

She reviewed meeting minutes, photos and newspaper clippings to 

develop the long and beautiful history of the Club.  The Club has 

changed in so many ways.  There are no longer special 

requirements for membership. White gloves, for serving tea and 

coffee, are out. A full lunch is no longer served at meetings.  More 

importantly, the book serves as a reminder of the Club’s 

connection to the Town of Hamden with the many projects hosted 

or participated in with the community.  In addition to the history 

arranged in 10-year segments, Dorothy created a slide show, which 

was enjoyed so much by the membership, that the Club requested a 

‘second screening’ and a sequel.  Dorothy’s work inspired the club 

to continue their community work and to go back in time for ‘new’ 

projects. The Spring Glen Garden Club thanks you Dorothy. 

 

Elaine Lombardi, President of The Thames River Garden Club, 

is honored for holding the club together during the three years of 

the pandemic.  She quickly agreed to remain as President for a 

third year. She is energetic, motivated, resourceful, and generous. 

She faced the challenges of not meeting during the pandemic by 
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learning how to conduct Zoom meetings for the membership and 

then put the monthly program speakers on Zoom as well.  As a 

Master Gardener, she shares her knowledge and love for gardening 

with the public at the annual plant sale and with other club 

members. She is positive, confident and always available to help 

with any project. The Thames River Garden Club is pleased to 

recognize Elaine with this Certificate of Appreciation. 

 

Every garden club needs a Barbara McCann, but only the Town 

& Country Garden Club of Newtown is lucky to have her.  

Barbara is a tremendous worker, loved by everyone, and 

consistently takes jobs that need to be filled.  She has been 

president, vice president, treasurer, horticulture chair and editor of 

the club’s Handbook. She changes positions on request, quietly, 

with utter competence and no complaints.  She is a team player 

who enjoys challenging projects whether they be plant sales, 

flower shows or 30 years of watering and weeding traffic island #3 

in the center of town. Barbara is busy with her family and her own 

business, but she is effective in managing multiple people with 

finesse.  She claims her best virtue is patience.  Town & Country 

Garden Club thinks it’s brains and hard work. 

 

Leete’s Island Garden Club nominated Marilyn Russo for her 

continued involvement and support of the club over the 38 years as 

a member. She joined the club in 1984 and began a tradition of 

hosting a memorable December Tea for the entire garden club in 

her home. When she served as President, she guided and 

coordinated with two property owners and the town of Guilford to 

create Leete’s Island Lane. It changed from a dangerous narrow 

driveway to a pathway loved by pedestrians.  It is flanked with 

evergreens, shrubs, groundcovers and perennials maintained by the 

garden club. Marilyn has also served as co-chair of civic 

development, nominating chair, parliamentarian, program chair, 

and vice president.  As historian, she presented a thorough early 

history of the club at a December Tea.  Leete’s Island Garden Club 

thanks Marilyn for her dedication and continued involvement. 
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Judy Salerno of the Mystic Garden Club, a former president, 

took on the advance sales to local merchants and institutions of the 

2021 Holiday Online Greens Sale.  Judy organized a team to visit 

existing and new clients and explain the Online Greens Sale. Judy 

organized the bow making and decorating workshops to support 

these sales. Volunteers decorated the wreaths according to each 

merchant’s instructions. Her advance sales brought in 

approximately $25,000. Judy also chairs the Grants Committee, 

keeps impeccable records and knows the history of each grant 

request.  Members of her committee visit the organizations to 

assess their needs and provide follow up on the grants.  Her long-

standing volunteerism makes her an invaluable resource to the 

Mystic Garden Club. 

 

Judith Tosiello is recognized for her outstanding efforts on behalf 

of the Garden Club of Madison.  She has been a driving force in 

Madison Garden Club’s transition from hard copy to paperless.  

She updated the web page, phone directory and Yearbook, putting 

them all on line.  The MGC Horticulture Bulletin, was the club’s 

lifeline during the pandemic and was 100% online. Judith designed 

the masthead, formatted it and sent it to the full membership.  She 

is an enthusiastic and essential member of the club and participates 

in every event.  She supports the plant sale, first digging plants and 

then selling them.  She has watered and weeded the perennial 

garden and native plant walk at Deacon John Grave House for 

many years.  She helps at the Alice Bushnell House and when it’s 

time to plant Daffodils all over Madison, Judith is there too. Judith 

always answers “Yes, I’ll see what I can do” to any request.  The 

Garden Club of Madison is appreciative of all that she does. 
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Congratulations to the many deserving award recipients.  Thank 
you to all the clubs that provided reports of their many 
accomplishments.  Remember that it is important when applying 
for the named awards to complete an FGCCT Award Application 
found on The Federations’s website, in the Members Area, under 
Forms or on the Awards by Category page. A copy of the three 
page award application is then emailed to the appropriate Award 
Committee Chair with a copy to the FGCCT Awards Chair. More 
award information is available at the websites listed below. 

 
The Federation of Connecticut Garden Clubs 

www.ctgardenclubs.org 
 

National Garden Club 
www.gardenclub.org 

 
 

Thank you to Pam Wright, Stonington Garden Club, for proof 
reading this booklet.  Any mistakes that remain are my own.  

Vonice 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2022 CLUB ANNIVERSARIES 



  

Congratulations! 
 

95 Years 

Pomperaug Valley Garden Club 
 

90 Years 

The Wallingford Garden Club 
 

85 Years 

Green Fingers Garden Club 

Litchfield Garden Club 
 

80 Years 

Manchester Garden Club 
 

70 Years 

Essex Garden Club 

Old Saybrook Garden Club 
 

75 Years 

East Haddam Garden Club 

The Portland Garden Club 
 

65 Years 

The Gardeners of Simsbury 
 

55 Years 

Redding Garden Club 

Rowayton Garden Club 
 

50 Years 

Washington Garden Club, Inc. 
 

45 Years 

Kensington Garden Club, Inc. 
 

35 Years 

Chester Garden Club 

Trillium Garden Club 
 

20 Years 

Enfield Garden Club 
 

5 Years 

Shoreline Community Garden Club 

National Garden Clubs’  



  

Youth Poetry Award 
 

Jessica Haeckel 

North Haven Middle School 
First Place Winner – Eighth Grade 

Sponsored by 

The North Haven Garden Club 
 

Birds Awakening To The Beauty Of Spring 
 

The clouds are breaking, 
The sun arises, 

While little goldfinches, 

Awake to surprises. 
 

A chirp from a bluebird, 
So gentle and quiet, 

Tries to compete, 

With the crow squawking a riot. 
 

Cardinals stretch their wings, 

Thrashers fly in the sky, 
Sparrows shake their tails, 

And baby hawks attempt to fly. 
 

A gorgeous hummingbird, 

Enjoys sweet nectar from a 
flower, 

While sleepy woodpeckers, 

Awake at dawn’s first hours. 
 

Blue jays call to one another, 

Chickadee’s peep from their 
nest, 

Butterflies flutter out of fresh 

green grass. 

And hibernating ducks feel 
blessed. 

Owls are slumbering in their 

homes 
Eggs are laid up high in trees, 

Robins carry worms back to 

their young, 

As honey is being produced by 
bees. 
 

Songs from oaks, 

Squawks from an evergreen, 

Peeps from maples, 
Emerge upon a land most keen. 
 

Nuthatches chirp from high in 

the trees,  

Yellow sunlight floods from 

above, 
Wrens flap their wings with 

excitement, 

Soft coos escape from a dove. 
 

The snow has melted, 
The animals awaken with cheer, 

The birds are singing, 

Spring is here.

 


