
 
Club Presidents’ Day 

September 13, 2021  

A Webinar 
 

President Polly Brooks called the Meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. following brief webinar 

procedure comments by Administrator Catherine Foley.  Polly welcomed Club Presidents and 

their representatives, as well as former Federation Presidents and members of the Board of 

Directors.  She delivered opening remarks and announced the theme of the meeting − “We 

Grow Connections” – stressing the importance of staying engaged and growing stronger 

connections with current club members, and the importance of attracting new members.   

Polly stated that many subjects will be covered during the meeting, stressing the topics of 

Membership and Communications.  She expressed that the webinar offers the opportunity for 

club presidents to learn more about The Federation, the club members who serve on the Board 

of Directors and their responsibilities, and the programs, schools, and events which all benefit 

our members.  

President Brooks, a member of the Litchfield Garden Club, reported that The Federation 

currently has 118 clubs, nearly 6,400 members and 13 Affiliate organizations.  She said that 

over 50% of clubs are represented at the webinar and stated that as members of The Federation, 

we’re all members of New England Garden Clubs and National Garden Clubs.  The 

Connecticut Federation is a charter member of NGC. 

Polly introduced First Vice President Karin Pyskaty of the Wallingford Garden Club who also 

serves as Headquarters Director.  Karin emphasized the importance of clubs providing up-to-

date email addresses for the roster of members and provided contact information for The 

Federation office and the Office Administrator. 

Since Second Vice President and Membership Chair Nan Merolla was not available to 

participate in the webinar, Karin recited a humorous poem about “Membership” in her behalf.  

Treasurer Shirley Hall was unable to participate; therefore, her contact information was 

provided.  Attendees were encouraged to reach out to her with issues concerning Finances.   

Former President and Nominating Chair Arlene Field, a member of the Long Hill Garden Club,  

reminded attendees that one of the goals of The Federation is to lead members to our website.  

Information is provided about the four National Garden Club schools which we offer, Blue Star 

Memorials, the Connecticut Flower Show, club events, speakers for club programs, Awards, 

Forms, contact information for Board members, and so much more.  She encouraged club 

presidents to reach out to Board members to use their talents and expertise.   
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Arlene next reported that there are several new members on the Board of Directors: Sue Kelley, 

Landscape Design School Chair; Deborah Osborne, Scholarship Chair; Linda Kaplan, Public 

Relations Chair; and John Davis, Assistant Treasurer. She reported vacant positions on the 

Board and encouraged participants to consider volunteering. 

Awards Chair Vonice Carr, a member of the Thames River Garden Club, presented 

information about the upcoming Awards meeting.   

Susan Laursen, Chair of the Landscape Design Council and a member of the Wallingford 

Garden Club, offered a brief overview of the four National Garden Club Schools and 

Councils.   

Next, Environmental School Chair Sharon Bender, a member of the Woodbridge Garden Club 

and the Garden Club of New Haven, spoke specifically about Environmental School. 

Scholarship Chair Deb Osborne, a member of the Garden Club of Newtown, spoke about the 

Scholarships offered by The Federation. 

Tours Chair Kathy Lindroth, a member of the Farmington Garden Club and the Connecticut 

Valley Garden Club, talked about upcoming tours sponsored by The Federation.   

Next on the agenda was former Federation President and National Garden Club Board member 

Jane Waugh, a member of the Shippan Point Garden Club.  Jane spoke about the NGC website 

and numerous NGC programs.  She reminded everyone of the current NGC theme, “Plant 

America – Play Outdoors.”  

Social Media Chair Kelle Ruden, a member of the Westport Garden Club, informed attendees 

about our Media Team – the CFNews Manager, the Website Chair, Public Relations Chair and 

Social Media Chair. Kelle also mentioned the possibility of future virtual meetings to benefit 

clubs.   

Kelle introduced Connecticut Flower Show Chair Ginni Donovan, a member of the Cheshire 

Garden Club and the Suburban Garden Club of Cheshire.  Ginni announced the theme of the 

2022 Show, “Rhythm and Blooms,” and encouraged members to volunteer in some way. 

A Question & Answer session followed the presentations by Board members. 

President Brooks ended the webinar after thanking everyone for attending and encouraging 

registration for the upcoming Awards Meeting.   

The webinar concluded at 11:20 a.m. 

 

 

Arlene Field 

Recording Secretary Pro Tem 

 


