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NATIONAL GARDEN CLUBS AWARDS
As awarded by the National Garden Clubs, Inc.,
in May 2021 by

Mary Warshauer, President

«««««
FIVE STAR MEMBER
JEANETTE BARROWS
The Garden Club of New Milford
In recognition of having successfully completed masters status at
all four National Garden Club Schools.
Environmental School
Flower Show School
Gardening School
Landscape Design School

NGC Scholarship
Miriam Anderson Steel Scholarship
ANNABELLE CASWELL
$4,000.00 Award
Annabelle Caswell is a senior at University of Connecticut’s
College of Agriculture, Health and Natural Resources.
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Tommy Donnan Certificate of Merit
PUBLICATIONS: NEWSLETTER
13-24 pages

CF NEWS
The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc.
Joan Burgess, editor

FLORAL DESIGN
Certificate of Merit
The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc.
For Pumpkins on Parade
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NGC Certificates of Appreciation
For participating in the NGC Awards Program 2020

COMMUNITY BEAUTIFICATION
The Garden Club of Orange
For their spectacular floral display on the Town Green

COMMUNITY SERVICE
The Shippan Point Garden Club
For supplying meals to Stamford Hospital staff during the early
days of the pandemic.
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Youth Poetry Awards
Exploring Backyard Mysteries
Sean Alleyne, age 5
The North Haven Garden Club
Third Place Winner – Kindergarten

Mia Kaplan, age 7,
The North Haven Garden Club
Honorable Mention – Second Grade

Nami El Mammann, age 11
The North Haven Garden Club
First Place Winner – Fifth Grade
Nami’s poem is on the back cover and will appear in the
December/January CF News

Safia El Mammann, age 12
The North Haven Garden Club
Third Place (tie) Winner – Seventh Grade

Clarissa Kumar, age 13
The North Haven Garden Club
Second Place (tie) Winner – Eighth Grade
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NGC Youth Sculpture Awards
Savanna Alleyne, age 13
The North Haven Garden Club
First Place Winner – Fourth Grade

Clarissa Kumar, age 13
The North Haven Garden Club
Third Place Winner – Eighth Grade
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NEW ENGLAND GARDEN CLUBS
Suzanne McCance, NEGC Director
2020-2021
Fourth Annual NEGC Meeting
October 13, 2021

In 2021, no New England Garden Club Awards
were judged.
We thank Suzanne McCance, NEGC Director, for
joining us today.
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The Federated Garden Clubs
of Connecticut, Inc.

THE BRONZE MEDAL
Polly Brooks, President
Housatonic Valley Association of Cornwall Bridge, CT is the
honored recipient of the 2021 Bronze Medal, The Federation’s
highest award, to recognize HVA’s mission to protect the natural
character and environmental health of the entire Housatonic Valley
watershed for the present and future generations. The Goshen
Garden Club nominated them for this award
The Housatonic River watershed begins in the Massachusetts
Berkshires and includes 2,000 square miles and 149 miles south to
the Long Island Sound.
In 1941 Mr. Charles Downing Lay, a landscape architect founded
the Housatonic Valley Conference, which is today’s HVA to
accomplish his vision of a healthy Housatonic River Valley. In
1993 the Housatonic River Watershed Association founded by
Frances Paddock and located in the Massachusetts Berkshires
merged with the HVA, which allowed it to include the entire
watershed and to open an office in MA.
The HVA’s major accomplishments in its short eighty-year history
are numerous.
The association has protected/or restored 120 miles of rivers and
streams. They have trained over 400 volunteers, restored fish,
river flows and habitat, cleaned up raw sewage and toxic waste
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along with illegally dumped construction waste, played a pivotal
role in PCP cleanup of the Housatonic River, and much more for
the conservation of our water.
They have protected more than 19,000 acres of land. They have
assisted towns in eastern New York with their land/water
preservations along with Massachusetts and of course CT. They
have collaborated with communities and assisted with establishing
grass roots organizations. They have argued before the CT Dept.
of Public Utilities and at federal agencies in Washington, D.C.
Each endeavor has provided staff, volunteers, commissions,
corporations, legislators and the public with an education regarding
the environment and how it affects our water, land and air.
We believe that Housatonic Valley Association is a worthy
recipient of the Bronze Medal, which is the highest award of The
Federation of Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. for outstanding
accomplishments in upholding the aims and purposes of the
Federation.
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TRIBUTE AWARDS
Nan Merolla, Second Vice President
May be awarded to a members of The Federated Garden Clubs of
Connecticut, Inc., who have made outstanding contributions in the
following categories: Civic Development, Communication, Conservation,
Design, Garden Therapy, Horticulture, Landscape Design, Photography
and Youth. A Tribute Award for All-Around Excellence is also offered.

Civic Development
Katherine Kosiba
Colchester Garden Club
Through Katherine’s leadership, the Colchester Garden Club has
become a prominent organization in town, known not only for
civic beautification, but also for education and collaboration. With
her direction, eight town gardens and fourteen town planters have
been designed, created, and maintained by volunteer club
members. Garden stewards regularly assess the needs of the
gardens and schedule gardening sessions to address those needs.
These sessions are often highlighted in the local newspaper
recognizing club members’ efforts concerning important topics,
such as planting for pollinators, planting natives, and planting
specimens that require less water.
Katherine has found many opportunities to partner with the town
and local organizations, including:
·

·
·

Advising town leaders on plant selections for a new “Welcome
Sign Garden” and about the removal of invasive Japanese
Knotweed.
Working with the Library Director and the Director of the
Senior Center on gardens in both locations.
Partnering with Colchester Land Trust and Cragin Library to
bring interesting programs, such as, “Gardening for
Hummingbirds,” “Gardening with Native Plants,” and
“Gardening for Toads/Frogs.”

·
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·

·

Partnering with a local Boy Scout Troop on the creation of a
“Children’s Storywalk Garden” at Cohen Woodlands,
providing sensory experiences for children, while also
providing host and nectar plants for butterflies.
Working with teachers and students at the intermediate and
high schools on garden projects that provide hands-on learning.

Katherine is also a member of the Colchester Norton Park
Advisory Committee, which is focused on the development of a
public park with walking trails, picnic areas, a pavilion and other
amenities. Native plants, ornamental shrubs, removal of invasives,
and addressing soil erosion are included in the proposal.
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Communication
Joan Burgess
The Litchfield Garden Club
Joan has been an active member of the Litchfield Garden Club
since 2008 serving in several leadership positions including
Treasurer and Website/Communications Chair. In this capacity,
she superbly administers the website herself, updates all club
committee reports, photos, and the results of flower shows,
photography club sweepstakes, and more.
During the past year, Joan introduced a Members’ Blog page on
the website. She sold the concept to the board, with full
knowledge of the extra work it would entail. It was a godsend for
members - an outlet to describe and photograph their own
gardening projects, and a way to follow and comment on fellow
members’ activities. A lively back and forth ensued during a time
when everyone longed for sociability but had to content
themselves with online forums.
In addition to her work with her club, Joan serves as the News
Manager of the bimonthly CT Federated News, conscientiously
and creatively presenting the Federated garden news to all 120
Federation clubs in CT. She spends hours sorting information and
formatting the news in a final online version that members can
access and enjoy.
The publication includes important
announcements, articles of interest, floral design videos, upcoming
events and schools, updates on environmental issues, and so much
more. The newsletter has taken on added importance this past year
as members seek new virtual connections to their gardening world.
Much of Joan’s success can be traced to her ability to work hard,
but always with a smile. She is known as a total “people person”
with an infectious enthusiasm that makes it a pleasure to be in her
company. The work that she does in communications for her club
and for The Federation is on par with that of a superb professional.
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Conservation
Grace Yagtug
The Litchfield Garden Club
A self-described nature lover and plant fanatic, Grace came to the
Litchfield Garden Club in 2018, after living in Europe and the
Middle East.
She brought an international awareness of
community and world sensibility to our corner of the world and her
efforts on behalf of the club and the environment this past year
have been spectacular. Her background in seed preservation of
heirloom vegetables and flowers led to unique member workshops
in her barn.
Since becoming Conservation Chair in 2019, Grace has been
energetically pursuing new projects, including a 50th Anniversary
Earth Day celebration and a garden expansion at White Memorial
Foundation. The new larger Pollinator Garden included the
planting of over 20 native species – 500 plants and 1000 seed balls,
made at a member workshop. She plans to continue with more
plantings and removal of invasives. Grace also established a new
Rain Garden at the preserve in a problem area of runoff from field
and road, planted with donations from members, the garden has
been a success, and even a model for other gardens of its type.
The Pollinator Pathway project was Grace’s next effort, enlisting
members to identify local sites, which harbor native species and
plantings. Litchfield now is included in the Pathway with almost
400 locations identified, including private homes, preserves and
businesses.
Another environmental opportunity, which Grace seized upon, was
working with the Litchfield Historical Society to provide bluebird
nesting boxes around the town. The project, Bluebirds of
Happiness, successfully sold and installed 75 wooden bluebird
boxes, made by the Sharon Audubon Society.
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Design
Ginni Donovan
Cheshire Garden Club
and
Suburban Garden Club of Cheshire
Over the years, Ginni, from the Cheshire Garden Club and the
Suburban Garden Club of Cheshire, has distinguished herself in
fashioning one extraordinary design after another both at the local
level as well as nationally. She has entered Flower Shows
sponsored by other Connecticut garden clubs, as well as the Boston
Flower Show, the Newport Flower Show and the Philadelphia
Flower Show and won blue ribbons in all of them.
Ginni’s designs have been featured in the “Vision of Beauty”
calendar. Her fresh green arrangements, prepared for Cheshire
Garden Club’s Annual Holiday Luncheon, are the first designs to
be purchased by the guests in attendance. In addition, her entries
always score well at The Federated Garden Clubs of CT’s Flower
Show in Hartford, which she has skillfully chaired with distinction
since 2020.
Ginni has recently received several significant awards for her
design work. Her unique ‘pumpkin’ floral design entered into the
2020 FGCCT Awards Meeting Zoom Webinar came in first place.
Her entry of “Carmen Miranda” in the Cheshire Scarecrow
Contest took first place in the “most glamorous” category. She was
presented with the Cheshire Garden Club’s “Annual Award Design
Bowl” for the ninth year for having created and entered designs
outside of the Club. Finally, Ginni was awarded the coveted NGC
Helen S. Hull Calendar Award for “Flower Arranger of the Year.”
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Garden Therapy
Julie Sweeney
The Wilton Garden Club, Inc.
Julie, from the Wilton Garden Club, has been the Garden Therapy
Committee Chair and has led a gardening and socializing program
for seniors at the Comstock Senior Center in Wilton for many
years. The monthly program included a homemade luncheon for
the seniors followed by a creative gardening project. She
consistently brought new ideas to the sessions and engaged the
seniors in a unique way. Julie worked closely with and assisted the
seniors in crafting memorable take home treasures. She used
seasonal themes to engage the attendees and admired every single
work of art the seniors created.
Even after Julie moved to Ohio to care for her ailing mother, she
made a point of returning to Wilton in 2019 and 2020 (before the
Center was closed due to Covid) to hold programs for the seniors.
Her background as a nurse and her friendly, compassionate nature
make her a perfect fit for the program participants. They are
devoted to her and she also enjoys a warm relationship with the
Comstock Senior Center staff. Julie always has a kind word and
good advice for the seniors. For example, she once advised a
participant to use handrails and be mindful of her foot placement at
all times to reduce the risk of falling. Good advice for us all!
Julie has received several Wilton Garden Club awards for her
excellent work in the Garden Therapy program through the years.
The club feels so fortunate to have had her leadership and plans to
continue her work as soon as the Center reopens. The care and
devotion that Julie constantly put into her time with the ladies from
Garden Therapy is truly admirable. They all love her and look
forward to her returning for a visit as soon as she can.
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Horticulture
Barbara Deysson
The Shippan Point Garden Club
Barbara has shown exemplary leadership in horticultural activities
as the current Horticulture Chair for the Shippan Point Garden
Club, even during the past uncertain year with Covid restrictions.
She acted with verve and vigor, energizing members of her Club to
embrace Photography as a means to exhibit, tour each other’s
gardens, and share “What’s Growing In Your Garden.” She
coordinated with the club’s Programs Director to present Zoom
speakers to educate members on the art and craft of photography.
While some might have retreated and hunkered down during the
pandemic, Barbara increased activities, opportunities, and thereby,
the participation of club members. She wrote and distributed to
members schedules for Virtual Photography and Bench Shows in
May, July, October of 2020 and in January and April of 2021.
Photography submissions were judged in strict compliance to the
FGCCT Scale of Points. Barbara brought in outside judges, Silvia
Abbot, Dee Mozzachi and Trish Manfredi to judge the submissions
online, whose comments taught members even more.
Barbara also led interesting and informative Nature Walks in
October of 2020 and in April and May of 2021 to practice
photography when the weather allowed. Walks included: the
Norwalk River Trail in Wilton, 30 Notable Trees at Sylvan Knoll
in Stamford, and Mianus River Gorge Park in Bedford.
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Photography
Fred Verillo
Duck River Garden Club of Old Lyme
Fred Verillo, of the Duck River Garden Club of Old Lyme,
generously shares his time and photography talents. Each week, he
goes to the Phoebe Griffin Noyes Library and artistically
photographs the Civic Flower Arrangements that have been created
by Club members. Fred’s photographs are particularly beautiful
and are posted weekly on the Club’s Facebook page and shared
with other local groups, such as “People of Old Lyme” and
“Women of Old Lyme.” Member Liz Rougny writes an
informative commentary about the flowers in the arrangement that
accompany Fred’s stunning photographs.
In addition to the weekly library photos, Fred photographed the
“Duckies” hard at work throughout the year during COVID times,
including Holiday Wreath-making (December 2020) and the
Club’s Mum Sale (September 2020.) He also photographed the
Club’s eight Civic sites in the spring, when yellow marigolds were
added and in the fall, when golden mums were added, both in
honor of the Club’s 50th Anniversary.
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Youth
Laurie Musilli
The Wilton Garden Club, Inc.
The Wilton Garden Club feels so lucky to have Laurie as one of
their own. She continually inspires them with her dedication to the
club and to youth gardening. She manages all this with apparent
ease and is always so positive and enthusiastic. In 2016 when
Laurie joined the club, she immediately got involved in youth
gardening and soon became a co-chair of the Youth and Family
Gardening Committee. She was instrumental in reinvigorating the
community garden created by Karina Olsen as part of her Girl
Scout Gold Award Project in 2011 at Trackside Teen Center in
Wilton and subsequently creating the “Green Teens” program.
Laurie and her co-chair have done an amazing job with the “Green
Teens” program, which is free of charge to participants. The
program at Trackside is open to students in fifth through eighth
grade who work with experienced gardeners from the Wilton
Garden Club to design garden beds, plant, maintain and harvest
produce, and learn how to cook garden vegetables. They give back
to the community by donating what they grow to the Wilton Food
Pantry, over 150 pounds of fresh organic produce each year. They
also grow pollinator plants and share the bounty by cutting
flowers, making arrangements, and delivering them to the Wilton
Senior Center.
Each year “Green Teens” has grown and gets more popular with
kids and families in Wilton. Laurie has been instrumental in
sparking a real love of gardening in the participants. She is truly
passionate about youth gardening and loves to work with and teach
the kids. They now maintain ten raised beds, up from the original
two, when the community garden was first established. The
program has won several Connecticut State Youth Awards for
vegetables and flowers grown by Wilton teens and is a community
service project for youth to earn service hours.
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All Around Excellence
Gail Nixon
Garden Club of Orange
One of the greatest gifts a garden club can have is a long-term
member who is dedicated, knowledgeable, and continues to be
active. This accurately describes Gail Nixon, from The Garden
Club of Orange, a member since 1964, who is a skilled floral
designer and gardener, a continuously active Board member, and a
provider to the membership of historical perspective.
Gail has served as Recording Secretary, Treasurer, Vice President,
and President; and she has been Chair of Awards, Library &
Properties, By Laws Review, Programs, Ways & Means, Junior
Gardeners, Conservation and Environmental Quality, Yearbook,
Finance, and Standing Committee of Books. She has also chaired
several club Flower Shows and authored the club’s 90th year
history book. She wrote a wonderful article for Orange Life to call
attention to the club’s planned activities to celebrate their 90 Year
Anniversary.
Gail is involved in all aspects of club activities, sponsors new
members, and is a great mentor for everyone. She has taught
classes in floral design to new members, entered many Flower
Shows and won numerous blue ribbons. Gail is a Landscape
Design Consultant Emerita and has judged landscape designs at the
FGCCT Flower Shows. She frequently invites members to visit her
gardens, where she grows flowers, vegetables, herbs and shrubs.
When the club’s May Market was canceled in 2020, due to Covid19, she had plants available in her driveway for sale to neighbors
and members as a club fundraiser.
Gail is also very active in community work. At the Orange Country
Fair booth, she has given demonstrations on how to divide plants
such as iris and daylilies, besides judging in the Horticulture tent.
She is a member of the Orange Tree Committee, assisting the tree
warden, conducting tree inventories, educating residents, and
identifying landmark or notable trees. In March, 2020, Gail worked
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to get approval and assistance from the town for plantings of 5
Kalmia latifolia and 5 Skimmia japonica in recognition of the
club’s 90 Year Anniversary. To lift spirits in town during the
pandemic, Gail was Co-Chair of a National Garden Week display
of big, bold and beautiful floral arrangements by club members
that were set up on the Orange Town Green.
In 2016 Gail was voted an “Orange Living Treasure” because she
has given so much of herself and her time to the Community. She
is a wonderful role model and inspiration to The Garden Club of
Orange membership, and she was the first member to be honored
with her name inscribed on a Silver Commemoration Bowl for the
club’s 90th Anniversary Celebration.
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AWARD OF HONOR
Arlene Fields, Advisory Chair
Established in 1959, the Award of Honor may be conferred on a garden
club, which over a period of five years has maintained a record of
exceptional achievement in upholding the aims and purposes of The
Federation. A club does not apply for this award. The clubs’ various
achievements are point scored by the Chair of the FGCCT Advisory
Council. No club shall receive this award in two consecutive years.
Awards are presented in each of the four club sizes.

Small Club (1 to 29)

Daytime Gardeners of North Haven
Medium Club (30 to 59)

Town and Country Garden Club of Newtown
Large Club (60 to 99)

Danbury Garden Club

Extra Large Club (100 and over)

The Wilton Garden Club
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THE FEDERATION AWARDS
Vonice Carr, Awards Chair
(For work performed between June 1, 2020 and May 31, 2021)

THE LILLIAN M. RATHBUN AWARD
Established in 1990 by the Lyme Garden Club, this award may be
presented annually to an individual involved in all phases of garden club
work. It is considered the highest award presented to an individual
garden club member.

Linda Bradford
Garden Club of Orange
Linda Bradford has been a valued member of the Garden Club of
Orange for 14 years. She has served several two-year terms as
chair of various committees and two, two-year terms as President.
Linda found her love of horticulture through Flower Show School.
She chaired the Horticulture division of the 2012 Standard Flower
Show and promotes Botanical Arts. She also judges horticulture at
country fairs and the FGCCT Flower Show. She is knowledgeable
on plant growth habits, propagation and display techniques. Linda
has researched and created plant markers for the herbs at the
Stone-Otis House historic garden that is maintained by the garden
club. Linda contributes pristine plant divisions to the annual May
market.
Linda encourages team activities and organizes workshops at her
home creating such diverse projects as stepping stones imbedded
with sea glass, crockery, stones or leaf imprints.
Linda encourages club members to attend Town of Orange
Conservation Commission meetings and has sponsored wildlife
presentations, programs and hikes through the many preservation
properties in Orange. She enjoys tours of members’ gardens and
car trips to gardens further afield.
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2020 marked the 90th Anniversary of the Garden Club of Orange.
Celebrating this milestone with Covid-19 in mind presented a
challenge, but not one for Linda. She bravely led us through a
difficult year and conducted business as usual, declaring that our
planned events would be held. Monthly meetings were held
outdoors for as long as possible, then indoors socially distanced
and wearing masks. Monthly horticulture and design exhibits
continued to be displayed and judged.
Linda has excellent communication and technical skills. She
shares information swiftly. She remains in contact with club
members and enacts wellness calls. She warmly welcomes new
members and prospective members and is always positive and
uplifting. She interacts with club members and consistently cites
with appreciation their efforts and accomplishments.
Linda embodies all the attributes of a consummate Garden Club
member, consistently upholding and promoting the standards of
National Garden Clubs. We are pleased to present her with our
highest individual award, the Lillian M. Rathbun Award.
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LUCILLE SCHAVOIR AWARD
Established in 1978, this award may be presented annually to a
club for outstanding garden club work during the awards year,
June 1 through May 31. This award is the highest award
presented to a club.

The Simsbury Garden Club
The Simsbury Garden Club undertook an ambitious plan to
support the creation of a new park, Hop Brook Landing at the
Flower Bridge, in Simsbury. It overlooks the Old Drake Hill
Flower Bridge, a 19th century metal-truss bridge, that is covered in
over 100 flower boxes and hanging baskets in the summer. The
riverbank bordering the park meadow was full of autumn olive,
barberry, bittersweet and poison ivy. Taking an active role in the
President’s project, Out with Invasives, In with Natives, the club
objectives were to clear invasives along the 200-foot meadow
edge; amend the soil and plant native plants to create a selfsustaining pollinator pathway link in our community.
A collaboration with the Simsbury Garden Club, UConn’s Master
Garden Program, the Old Drake Hill Flower Bridge Committee,
Simsbury Town Parks and Recreation, and community volunteers
cleared the invasives, moved rocks, amended the soil, planted and
watered endlessly through the dry summer of 2020.
A local nursery, club members and community donors generously
donated the plants. Plantings included: five Cercis Canadensis
‘Eastern Redbud’; nine Summersweet shrubs; 12 Winterberry
shrubs; 14 Diervilla shrubs; 120 ferns; 108 assorted perennials
including native coreopsis, butterfly weed, coneflowers and New
England asters. Future plans include more perennials, daffodils
and ground covers along the meadow edge.
Publicity about the project was in the CT Horticulture spring
newsletter, the Master Gardener newsletter, the Simsbury Garden
club website and the Simsbury town website.
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CIVIC DEVELOPMENT
Anne Harrigan, Chair
Gail Schwenker Mayer and Vonice Carr for 2021 Awards

PRESIDENTS’ AWARD
Established in 1985 to honor all former State Federation Presidents by
former Federation President Sally Shumway (1983-1985), this award
may be presented to a club for an outstanding community project.

The Presidents’ Award is presented to The Westbrook Garden
Club on the occasion of their 60th Anniversary for their three-year
transformation of the entrance to the Tom O’Dell Conservation
and Wildlife Area and the creation of a pollinator preserve now
known as the Westbrook Garden Club Meadow Walk. The project
blossomed into a community project bringing together not only the
garden club but also The Westbrook Foundation, The Conservation
Commission, Oxford Academy, the Boy Scouts and town
residents. Club members designed and managed the project. Over
three years, they cleared the area of debris, weeds, and invasive
plants then smothered the roots with cardboard and raw wood
chips. Next, they created a wood chipped path system, planted
2,000 native and near native perennials, grasses, sedges, shrubs
and trees. They watered the new gardens and installed educational
signage and over 60 plant labels. They divided the area into ten
maintenance areas and developed an ongoing maintenance plan for
each area. The club members wrote grant proposals, solicited
financial support and material donations from town businesses.
Professionals were hired for heavy labor, grading and hardscape
installation. Oxford Academy students built a six-water barrel
system for irrigation and propagated plants in their greenhouse.
Grants from the Westbrook Foundation and Plant for America
provided financial support. The Town of Westbrook Conservation
Commission provided financial and summer intern help. Local
companies donated woodchips, soil, gravel, rocks and labor. A
Westbrook Boy Scout built a boardwalk over a seasonally wet area
for a scouting project. A resident built and installed two wooden
benches. “As a club of 42 members, we are extremely proud of the
work we have been able to achieve.”
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LEE BAUERFELD BEAUTIFICATION AWARD
Established in 2002 by the Branford Garden Club, may be presented
annually to a club or individual for an outstanding civic project that
benefits the community both aesthetically and environmentally and is
designed to encourage further improvement.

Ellen Dieckerhoff and Patty Schurr and the 45 members of the
Civic Committee of the Mystic Garden Club are recognized for
their civic beautification of historic downtown Mystic. The club
members plant and provide maintenance for 51 large flower
boxes, some of which are five feet long, in downtown Mystic.
The club provides flowers, soil and fertilizer. The volunteers
maintain the boxes through three seasons. Pansies are planted in
the spring; annuals are planted in the summer months; and
holiday greens, pinecones and winterberry fill the flower boxes
beginning in November.
Beside the plantings it is the
organization of the committee work that is impressive. Club
members are divided into teams for each group of flower boxes,
provided with a schedule, the plants and instructions. The flower
boxes require watering every two or three days as they are getting
established and then every day or two during the summer months.
All of this is accomplished with encouragement and a smile from
Ellen and Patty and a sense of humor. In addition, the Civic
Committee presents a Beautification Award to a Mystic
individual or organization for significant improvement and
beautification to the landscape in Mystic. Everything is done in
the name of keeping historic downtown Mystic beautiful.
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CIVIC CREATIVITY AWARD
Established in 2007 by the Suffield Garden Club, Inc., this award is
presented to a club for an unusual or outstanding and creative project in
the area of civic development.

This was not a ‘typical’ garden club civic project, despite the floral
fabric, but these certainly were not typical times. Members of the
Suburban Garden Club of Cheshire raised more than $29,000
during the pandemic for food banks in Cheshire and neighboring
towns by making and selling high-quality facemasks. The club also
donated masks valued at over $1,200 to local organizations that
help people in need, bringing their total contribution to over
$30,000. The project began with club member Susan Dillman
making 150 facemasks intending to donate them to Yale New
Haven Hospital. Yale had a good supply of masks so Susan started
giving the masks away. Friend and club member, Tony Poitras,
suggested that they be sold to benefit the local food pantries.
Masks sold so quickly that additional club members were recruited
to keep up with the demand with some members sewing 6+ hours a
day. By the end of March, club members had made and sold over
3,500 facemasks. They were sold at five retail locations, on the
club website and mailed as far away as Minnesota and Florida.
The following members were involved in the project: sewing,
Ginni Donovan, Deb Poach, Helen Richardson, and Susan
Dillman; cutting fabric, Rita Giannotti, Valerie Joyce, Lucinda
Perry and Roberta Solimene; assembly and packaging, Nancy
Sewith; and retail inventory, Tony Poitras. In addition, all the
positive publicity about the project showcased the club’s
commitment to the community and attracted new members.
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AWARD OF EXCELLENCE
Small Club (Membership 1-29)

Daytime Gardeners of North Haven is recognized for their
dedication to planting, weeding and watering the garden around
The Blue Star Memorial marker that has a prominent place on the
Town Green. The club designed and maintains a garden of red and
white annuals in rows representing the stripes on the flag and a
field of blue Angelonia, representing the blue field of stars. Two
white azaleas are planted under the sides of the marker for interest
throughout the year. The marker pole is decorated with a red,
white and blue bow for Memorial Day and Veteran’s Day. The
club is honored to care for this living monument to honor those in
the military service.
Medium Club (Membership 30 to 59)

Duck River Garden Club of Old Lyme did not let the restrictions
of the pandemic hold back the club’s 50th Anniversary plans. At
their eight civic planting sites, they planted yellow marigolds and
later yellow chrysanthemums in recognition of the club’s Golden
Anniversary. They also created and placed signs to honor first
responders in these gardens. The profits from their spring pre-order
geranium sale supported the Old Lyme Ambulance Association.
With careful planning, they held their annual Plant Sale and
donated the proceeds to their annual scholarship and community
organizations. Each week, a member provided a floral arrangement
or plant for display at the town’s Phoebe Griffin Noyes Library.
Information about the plant materials used was researched and
printed as a pubic service. For the Holiday season they met in a
member’s barn to constructed 23 wreaths, six evergreen pillows
and fill two urns with evergreens for civic organizations and
schools. During the year, they contributed non-perishables for the
local food bank. The club provided monthly educational programs
on horticulture, environmental issues, birds, and pollinators on
Zoom for its members and the general public. Congratulations are
in order for their 50th Anniversary accomplishments.
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Large Club (Membership 60 to 99)

The Wallingford Garden Club’s Pond Hill Island Project
involves a 70’ x 30’ traffic island. In 1999, the town asked the
garden club to beautify the area after the asphalt was removed.
Over the years the island garden had lost its cohesiveness and
beauty. A club member developed a new design. With the
assistance of Wallingford’s Public Works Department, grasses and
unneeded plants were removed. The area was rototilled four times,
compost was added and the area was graded. Thirty-five shrubs
were planted, paper was laid down to keep down weeds, and 280
bags of mulch were spread. During the hot, dry summer of 2020
with no water source nearby, two teams carried 10 gallons of water
each week to keep the area watered all summer. In September
hundreds of daffodil bulbs were planted and in the spring of 2021
perennials were added. Pond Hill Island is again an attractive
traffic island garden in Wallingford.
Extra Large Club (Membership 100+)

The Wilton Garden Club commemorated their 100th
Anniversary by committing to a long-term initiative to plant
15,000 daffodils over 5-years in highly visible locations around
town. In November 2020, they planted 3,500 daffodil bulbs in 8
locations. In the spring of 2021, the club celebrated with a Drive
through Daffodil Festival on the Golden Mile. A Plant America
Grant from NGC, the Wilton Kiwanis and club members funded
the project.

Club Certificates of Achievement
Cheshire Garden Club is recognized for their Beauty Spot of the
Month. This club program recognizes residential and public
business for beautifying their front properties from April through
October. Each month The Cheshire Herald publishes the winner
with an accompanying caption. They also sponsor the Annual
Holiday Door Decorating Contest during December for residents
and businesses in six categories. The Cheshire Herald features the
winners in a full-page spread at the end of December.
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Daytime Gardeners of North Haven are recognized for their
community-drive-through exhibits that allowed families with their
children to enjoy garden related seasonal exhibits during the Covid
quarantine in a safe manner. For Winter Wonderland, the club’s
entry was a lighted 10-foot white fir tree with red and white
decorations made by club members and lit with small white lights
and two large spot lights at night. The community-drive-through
exhibits also included displays from community organizations and
businesses. Additional drive-through events were A Spring
Fanciful Farm and a Halloween Fun Farm with Pumpkin Patch.
The Fairfield Garden Club civic project during the pandemic
was called Spreading Cheer, Sharing Joy.
Club members
collected and delivered food for the Operation Hope Food Drive.
They also donated greenery and flowers to create floral
arrangements for first responders, five fire departments, the police
department, the first selectwoman’s office and two public libraries.
They hung wreaths at Operation Hope and on several town
buildings. They decorated urns and pots at the Fairfield Museum
and the Old Town Hall. For the holiday club members made and
delivered cookies, with their children, to the five fire departments,
police station and the first selectwoman.
Kensington Garden Club is recognized for their gardens at the
East Berlin Post Office and the Kensington Post Office. In East
Berlin, they maintain the entrance gardens, the two front window
boxes, as well as the well-established gardens on each side of the
main door and down the sidewalks in front of the building. The
gardens include perennials and shrubs that attract butterflies,
pollinators and birds to the area. Bulbs and annuals enhance the
existing beds. The window boxes provide four season interest with
their changing displays.
At the Kensington Post Office, the plantings were overgrown with
aggressive perennials and shrubs. By refreshing the plantings with
native plants that can withstand the hot dry area near the parking
lot; a more cohesive, layered garden was achieved. Steppingstones were placed in the corners of the gardens and colorful
annuals and mulch provided the finishing touch.
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Garden Club of Madison is recognized for its support of the
Scranton Memorial Library’s twenty-first century renovation. The
club worked closely with the library to add items that would
enhance the club’s gardening interests both inside and outside the
building. The club donated $15,000 to construct the Crescent
Garden, a large seating area on Wall Street between the Library
addition and the sidewalk. The area consists of a large brick patio
with cement chess tables and chairs, benches and three gardens
with flowering trees and perennial plantings. In addition, the club
donated an additional $35,000 for a multimedia device and a large
indoor seating area complete with upholstered chairs overlooking
the outdoor garden.
Garden Club of Old Greenwich noted that the plantings at a local
gas station were over grown; the garden club partnered with the
town, the gas station, a local irrigation company and a landscaper
to prune, upgrade the sprinkler system, and then plant pollinator
friendly plantings in the area. The gas station then installed a new
fence. They accomplished this project in four months and at a cost
of $4,000.
The Shippan Point Garden Club partnered with local vendors,
the City of Stamford, their local district representative and the
Shippan Point Association to revitalize plantings on Magee
Avenue. The garden club provided leadership, the design, a
monetary contribution and volunteer hours to the project. Trees,
shrubs, perennials and bulbs were planted along this one-mile
stretch of road.
The Westport Garden Club launched Friday Flowers, a
campaign to brighten the spirits of fellow residents with flowers.
The goal was to encourage a love of gardening while respecting
the current limitations of public interaction and fulfill the club’s
mission of civic beautification. Members placed pots and bouquets
of colorful flowers at various locations around town each Friday
from May to September. Photos of each week’s flower bombing
were posted on the club’s Facebook and Instagram pages and
appeared in a local daily blog, 06880.
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Certificates Of Individual Achievement
The Garden Club of Brookfield is proud to recognize Jeanne
Futter for her outstanding service in civic gardening. Jeanne is an
experienced English gardener who readily shares her knowledge,
skills and plants. Since 2008 Jeanne has tended the civic garden at
the entrance of Williams Park and the small garden at The Blue
Star Memorial nearby. This year, Jeanne pitched in at the club’s
museum garden. She designed, weeded, prepared the soil and
planted new additions to the garden. She was also there at the
annual wreath-decorating workshop, quietly working behind the
scenes, organizing and packing decorations for easy pick up by
members. Her tireless activity and efforts enhance the community.
Mystic Garden Club would like to recognize Paul Coutu for his
numerous contributions to the club and to the community. Paul is
an experienced Master Gardener and owner of Kentwood Farms,
but he continues to learn, teach and share his expertise. In the
spring, he loads his truck with compost and heads into downtown
Mystic where teams of club members are waiting to add the
compost to prepared flower boxes in preparation for their summer
plantings. In the fall he instructs members in pruning techniques,
which aid in securing greens for decorating the flower boxes in
downtown Mystic.
Louise Zierzow and Peggy Townsend of The Garden Club of
Newtown are recognized for the extraordinary work organizing
members and evaluating crops in the Fairfield Hills Victory
Garden. The produce was delivered to the Food Pantry and
Nunnawauk Meadows.
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Club Citations
Branford Garden Club instilled hope, a sense of community
unity and well being in town by sponsoring a Scarecrows on the
Green display during the Covid quarantine. Local businesses,
clubs and organizations were asked to create a scarecrow to add to
the Town Green. The event safely drew visitors and residents into
the downtown area during the pandemic.
Greens Farms Garden Club of Westport is recognized on their
90th Anniversary. They marked the occasion by adding a
Vaccinium corymbosum ‘Highbush blueberry’, to the atrium
garden at Earthplace, which has been a club project since 1977.
The Guilford Garden Club decorated Broad Street for the
holiday season with evergreen roping and red bows. Members also
created 19 nature inspired wreaths to hang on doors to complete
the holiday decorating.
Kensington Garden Club is recognized for their seasonal
decorations both inside and outside at the Town Hall and the
Berlin Peck Library. Christmas wreaths were delivered to town
offices, to first responders at the Police Station and to the four
volunteer fire stations. They also maintain through three seasons
the patriotic themed planters at the Worthington Ridge Soldiers’
Monument.
The Leete’s Island Garden Club has shown a long history of
continuity and commitment to the Guilford Community. In 2020,
they enhanced the six barrels in front of the Dock House with
pansies and pussy willow cuttings. Also, small and dwarf bulbs
and pansies were planted in the historic well in front of the
Guilford Free Library.
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North Stonington Garden Club plants and maintains the gardens
on the Village Green, the Old Town Hall, the New Town Hall and
at the Clock Garden with annuals and perennials to maintain visual
appeal with the changing seasons.
Orchard Valley Garden Club donated $800 to American Legion
Kiltonic Post 72 Christmas Fund and provided seasonal planting in
the Post’s flowerbeds.

Individual Citations
Cindy Herrington and Donna Gagnon of the Greenfield Hill
Garden Club led club members in making floral arrangements
and wreaths for Operation Hope and Bigelow Senior Center.
Claudia Lau and Lynn Van Winkle of the Greenfield Hill
Garden Club co-chaired the collection of non-perishable items for
the food pantry.
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS AND
CONSERVATION
Nancy Lenoce, Chair
CONSERVATION AWARD
Established in 2002 in memory of former FGCCT President Jeanne
Lena, this award may be presented to an individual, couple, or group for
excellence in conservation.

Garden Club of Madison accepted the challenge to improve and
maintain the existing Bauer Park Apple Orchard, which had been
damaged by the elements, predators, and constant weed whacking.
Members planted fourteen apple trees: 3 Courtland, 3 Honey Crisp,
3 Hudson Golden Gem, 3 Macintosh and 2 Milo Gibsons. The
apples when ripe will to donated to the local food pantry. Club
members will continue their involvement at the Apple Orchard
with maintenance and pruning. In addition, to support the Garden
Club of Madison’s Daffodils Over Madison project, 500 daffodils
were planted at Bauer Park.

PAULINE B. TYLER AWARD
Established in 1990 by The Federation’s Board of Directors, this award
may be presented annually to an individual, couple, garden club or
group for excellence in promoting conservation or legislation.

Anne Djupedal Gura and Wayne Gura of The Wilton Garden
Club to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the garden club, created
two entirely new sets of ten notecards extracted from the 1,213
digitized herbarium samples in the Wilton Garden Club collection.
The sets represent specimens prepared by members collected over
the years. Each card's front cover is a different native plant, and
most of the samples were found in Wilton or nearby communities.
Anne researched each plant for its support of bees, butterflies and
birds and wrote a brief informative citation of the plant's value to
our fauna, which is printed on the back of the card. She also
developed an attractive and educational insert for each of the two
packets that reflects the commentary included by the original
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Conservation Committee members who collected, dried and
mounted the specimens. While Anne was researching, Wayne
arranged all the technical and practical aspects of the production of
the cards. These cards are a beautiful tribute to The Wilton Garden
Club’s history.

Club Certificates of Achievement - Conservation
Kensington Garden Club collaborated with the Town of Berlin to
remove invasives and plant natives in a new landscape design at
Volunteer Park. Burning Bush and Barberry were replaced with
native Pink Dogwood, Oakleaf Hydrangeas, Red Sprite
Winterberries, Mountain Laurel and perennial pollinator plants.
The selected natives will improve the habitat, provide all season
beauty and the berries produced will feed the birds. This effort
provides an opportunity to educate the community about the
negative effects of invasives and benefits of natives.
The Garden Club of New Haven chose the book All We Can
Save: Truth, Courage, and Solutions for the Climate Crisis by A.E.
Johnson and K.K Wilkinson for the Conservation Committee to
read. The entire club was invited to read and joined in an inspired
review and conversation.
Garden Club of Orange celebrated the club's 90th Anniversary
with a project beautifying the grounds of the Town Hall. Five
Kalmia latifolia ‘Sarah’, Mountain Laurel, and five Skimmia
japonica were purchased and planted. This project involved club
members and the Town. The plants will be attractive to pollinators
and their long lasting beauty will wow the public.
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Certificates of Individual Achievement - Conservation
Janet Litterer of the Greenfield Hill Garden Club teamed up
with the Connecticut Audubon Society Burr Street Center in
Fairfield to actively renovate the Roy and Margot Larsen Wildlife
Sanctuary. Janet brought the message to the community about
pollinator gardens and the pollinator pathway. She has worked and
inspired many to remove invasives and plant natives at the
sanctuary and in their personal gardens.
Irene DeSanto, Nancy Drain, Kathy Ginotti, Nina Mortensen
and Cyndi McKinnon of Kensington Garden Club are
recognized for their Out with Invasives - In with Natives project at
Volunteer Park.
Hilary Barberie, an active member of the Garden Club of
Madison, did extensive research and helped with the planting,
watering and pruning at Bauer Park Apple Orchard. She kept
organization charts and a log of the saplings’ growth rate. She is
the Chairman of the Organic Gardening Group, which devised an
ingenious way to irrigate the new saplings during the summer.
Jane Ketterer of the Garden Club of Madison was an advisor to
the Bauer Park Apple Orchard project. She is a Master Gardener
whose encyclopedic knowledge was invaluable.

Club Citations - Conservation
Members of The Garden Club of New Haven have been invited
to sign and commit to a Healthy Yard Pledge. They are committed
to manage their gardens and yards while limiting synthetic
pesticides, weed killers and fertilizers to improve habitat for native
plants and wildlife.
North Stonington Garden Club planted low maintenance native
plants in the Grange Garden, a Monarch Waystation, to attract and
support the Monarch Butterfly. Club members are encouraged to
plant natives in their own gardens as well.
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CONNECTICUT ARBOREAL AWARDS
Established in 1984, this award may be presented for an outstanding Arbor
Day or tree-planting project.
Small Club (Membership 1-29)

none
Medium Club (Membership 30 to 59)

Greens Farms Garden Club celebrated their “Notable 90th
Anniversary” by planting a Nyssa Sylvatica ‘Black Tupelo’, at the
Victorian Cottage in Fairfield. The gardens were originally drawn
by noted landscape designer, Thomas Kane, and have been proudly
maintained by the club since 1987. They also planted ten
additional trees on Arbor Day.
Large Club (Membership 60-99)
The Guilford Garden Club has a very active tree committee.
They planted eight Pin Oaks, two Cherry Trees and one Pink Horse
Chestnut.
Extra-Large Club (Membership 100+)

In October 2020, The West Hartford Garden Club installed its
first major contribution to the Pollinator Pathway in Spicebush
Swamp Park. The keystone planting, to anchor the new garden, is
a Quercus rubra ‘Northern Red Oak’. This oak is augmented by
Chasmanthium latifolium ‘Northern Sea Oats’. In addition early,
mid and late season plants, which support pollinators, were added.
All of the plantings were either donated by club members or paid
for by the club.

Club Citation
Rowayton Gardeners planted a Cinnamon Maple ‘Acer griseum’
and will be working with the Tree Alliance to convene a tree
summit.
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ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS AWARD
Established in 1993, this award is presented to a club or individual for
outstanding involvement in areas of environmental awareness.

Branford Garden Club project for several years has been to
encourage members to plant native trees, shrubs and perennials to
support pollinators and wildlife. Members participated in a survey
identifying which native shrubs, pollinator-attracting native
perennials and native trees are planted in their gardens. Using that
information they were able to plot a map of members’ gardens that
are pollinator friendly habitats onto the Branford Pollinator
Pathway map. The survey results indicate that 100% of the
gardeners want to attract Hummingbirds, 97% Butterflies, 94%
Bees and 94% Birds.

Club Certificate of Achievement
Environmental Concerns
Garden Club of Old Greenwich undertook a renovation of the
Gateway Garden at the Train Station and planted: five Prunus
laurocerasus ‘Skip Laurel’; six Physocarpus ‘Ninebark’; three
Hypericum ‘St. John’s Wort’; one Kalmia latifolia ‘Mountain
Laurel’; three Chamaecyparis ‘Mop Top’; 12 Iris siberica; eight
Rosa ‘Drift Roses’.

Certificate of Individual Achievement
Environmental Concerns
Mystic Garden Club’s past president, Joanne Lukaszewicz, has
a mission to promote the planting of native pollinator plants. She
has transformed her backyard into a highly diverse garden, which
restores the natural flora with pollinator attracting native plants.
She has been an inspiration for club members to do the same.
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Club Citations
Environmental Concerns
Cheshire Garden Club publishes a monthly bird report and sends
it to all members. It is also published in The Cheshire Herald,
both hard copy and on the website. In February, two club
members participated in the Great Backyard Bird Count. They
placed among the top 100 participants in New Haven County.
Orchard Valley Garden Club reports to club members on an
invasive of the month. The report highlights one invasive that is
emerging or visible during that month, reviews the identification
process and suggests management techniques. This helps club
members to remove invasive plants and encourage others to do the
same.
The Portland Garden Club, in partnership with the Portland Air
Line Trail Committee, is removing invasive plants in a section of
the Air Line Trail and planting wildflowers.
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The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut

CONNECTICUT FLOWER SHOW
Ginni Donovan, Chair
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GARDEN THERAPY
Peggy Lajoie, Chair
AWARD OF EXCELLENCE
Small Club (Membership 1-29)

The Garden Club of Brookfield’s Garden Therapy Committee
developed a ‘grab and go’ program featuring dish gardens with
succulents and wreaths and swags for the December holidays.
Medium Club (Membership 30-59)

The Leete’s Island Garden Club continued their 50-year
commitment to Apple Rehab in Guilford by providing outside
sessions from July to November. Sixty personalized holiday cards
were created in December and sent to the residents. For
Valentine’s Day they sent the patients sixty origami paper cranes,
which are symbols of good fortune. In April they continued their
tradition of delivering buckets of fresh cut daffodils to the patients.
Large Club (Membership 60-99)

Expanding on their Random Acts of Kindness project, The Long
Hill Garden Club members created small bouquets and delivered
them to unsuspecting people in Trumbull and surrounding
communities to brighten their day. Throughout this year, they
delivered a total of 216 small nosegays to Stern Village
Community Center to be distributed to the residents.
Extra Large Club (Membership 100+)

The West Hartford Garden Club, in addition to their continuing
work of seasonally decorating 12-barrel planters at Elmgrove
Housing Authority, continued to distribute fresh flowers, provided
by Whole Foods, so residents could make floral arrangements for
their rooms.
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Club Certificates of Achievement
Duck River Garden Club of Old Lyme members were unable to
meet in person at Bride Brook Health and Rehabilitation Center in
East Lyme, so they made and delivered Tussy Mussies at
Christmas, Valentine Cards with a fresh rose attached in February
and in May, when the residents could return to the dining room,
they provided several flower arrangements for the dining room
tables.
Garden Club of Old Greenwich, also not missing a beat during
the pandemic, created ‘to go’ kits allowing isolated residents to
craft their own projects. These various kits included wreaths,
small trees, games, crafts and Amaryllis bulbs for potting.
Rowayton Gardeners provided monthly projects kits to residents
at Hill Top Homes and also planted raised beds. They had a
milestone birthday celebration and provided cake to everyone.
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HISTORIC, MEMORIAL AND PUBLIC GARDENS
Carol Steiner, Chair
AWARD OF EXCELLENCE
Small Club (Membership 1-29)

The Garden Club of Brookfield has continued working on the
Brookfield Museum Garden, which is planted in the style of an
1800’s formal garden. Alone or in small groups, the masked and
socially distanced members focused on planting the common
plants of the period that are true to the original plan. Their goal
was to make the gardens more sustainable and easier to
maintain. Each year the Museum hosts its Annual Patriotic
Concert in the garden. The event draws about a hundred residents
who relax to an evening of music among the flowers.
Medium Club (Membership 30-59)

none
Large Club (Membership 60 – 99)

Garden Club of Madison worked on the perennial gardens and
native plant walk at the Deacon John Grave House built in
1685. In May, three volunteers studied the gardens and
decided more space was needed between the established plantings
such as Day Lilies, Nepeta, Montauk Daisies and Sedum Autumn
Joy among others. They divided the original plantings and heeled
in other divisions to be used for their annual plant sale. Lovely
pictures show the summer gardens in bloom starting in April and
continuing into September.
Extra Large Club (Membership 100+)

Rowayton Gardeners continued their work at the Pinkney Park
Gardens. Due to COVID they were not able to continue their usual
programs, but En Plein Air painting groups, socially distanced,
were able to continue to enjoy their hobby. The Rowayton
Historical Memorial Garden provided the backdrop to two lovely
weddings and enjoyment for all visitors including the pollinators.
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Club Certificates of Achievement
Cheshire Garden Club continued to care for the Lucille D.
Williams Memorial Garden, which they renamed ‘Colonial
Garden’, in the courtyard behind the historic Hitchcock-Phillips
House, built in 1785. Rhododendron, a tree peony, roses,
hydrangea and day lilies keep the garden in bloom for three
seasons. A blue metal butterfly adds a lovely accent to the pocket
garden.
Garden Club of Old Greenwich averted a disaster when an
inexperienced town worker mowed down their Butterfly Garden in
the spring. Members united to identify plants and restarted the
garden with gifts from their own gardens. The good news was that
although the garden bloomed a few weeks later than usual, it was
still beautiful.
The Wallingford Garden Club renovated the Friendship Herb
Garden, originally planted by the club in 1975, at the historic
Samuel Parsons House built in 1759, home of the Wallingford
Historical Society. Using the original Book of Evidence as a
guide, the club discovered the garden was located outside the
kitchen door as was customary for the time, and the book provided
a list of herbs germane to the period. Members donated the herbs
from their own gardens in one of three categories: culinary,
medicinal and aromatic. Beds were prepared and planted with
herbs according to their use. Stones were placed to outline the
sections and signs were placed for plant identification. The project
marked the 350th Anniversary of the Town of Wallingford.

Certificate of Individual Achievement
Joan Howard of the Danbury Garden Club is recognized for her
efforts as she encouraged the club members to plant, weed, water
and clean the gardens at the Danbury Museum, the Old Jail and at
the Blue Star Memorial at Exit 5 during the pandemic.
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Club Citation
The Fairfield Garden Club is recognized for their work at the
Ogden House Dooryard Garden and the riparian garden by
improving the soil, planting, weeding, composting, harvesting and
watering during the dry summer of the pandemic year.

Individual Citations
Linda Aldrich of The West Hartford Garden Club for her
commitment to the Victorian ornamental garden, originally laid out
in 1865, at the historic 1783 Butler-McCook House & Garden at
396 Main Street in Hartford.
Susan Grew of The West Hartford Garden Club for her
commitment to the 18th century Dooryard Garden at the Noah
Webster House at 227 South Main Street, West Hartford.
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HORTICULTURE AWARDS
Renee Marsh, Chair
ELLEN CARDER MEMORIAL AWARD
Established in 1971 in memory of Ellen Carder and her lifelong interest
and achievements in the field of horticulture this award, a suitable book,
shall be presented annually to a garden club member for noteworthy
horticultural achievement.

Pamela Proctor of the Rowayton Gardeners single-handedly
manages the grounds of The Potting Shed, a greenhouse structure
at the Community Center, in which the Rowayton Gardeners host
many instructional and entertaining activities for both the club
members and the public. The club also maintains a large vegetable
and perennial garden on the grounds. Prior to COVID restrictions,
Pamela personally mowed the grass around the Potting Shed to the
correct height so that members can gather to play a friendly game
of croquet, all the while chatting about gardening. In addition,
Pamela maintains a large gated walk though perennial garden at
Pinkney Park, another community property in Rowayton.
Pamela’s beautifully maintained perennials attract hundreds of
nature lovers and the horticulturally curious visitor every year.
Pamela is a tireless worker, and her significant efforts have lifted
many spirits in our community. Finally, Pamela has been
instrumental in running the artistically oriented, virtual fund-raiser
for the club in conjunction with the Rowayton Arts Center, which
succeeded beyond expectations.
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MARY FRENG SHERLEY MEMORIAL AWARD
Established in 1988, this award is presented to an individual or club for
horticultural excellence.

A few years ago Molly Toomey of the Manchester Garden Club
had the idea to create a foster tree program. Molly presented this
idea to the club and asked Club members to give her ‘stray’ trees
from their yards and gardens. Members potted them up and gave
them to her to keep until they ‘grew up’. Some trees are kept in a
community garden plot where they have been growing well.
Molly learned to root prune these trees and repot them as needed.
She kept them watered through the dry summer. When the trees
were big enough, the town conservation group, of which Molly is a
member, replanted many of them in Manchester. Last fall, a family
in upstate New York adopted 13 trees: six red maples, a red oak, a
black oak and five Norway spruce trees. Molly helped plant the 5-7
feet tall trees in a meadow overlooking Otisco Lake. In return she
was given $350 as a donation to the garden club. Molly is always
growing things. As the Horticulture Chairperson, she taught
members how to start seeds inside for spring planting. She
challenged the club members to start petunias to be planted in the
civic gardens. The club was very proud to place these pink
petunias in the Planting it Pink civic gardens this spring. This year
Molly has grown mixed asters from seed for the plant sale.

49

JOYCE P. HARRIS AWARD
Established in 2002, this award is presented for outstanding
horticultural achievement by an individual or group in the recipient’s
club and community.

The epitome of a garden club member, Marlene DeSanto has been
an active member of The Guilford Garden Club for 39 years. She
has served in almost every Board capacity and done it all with
grace and a big smile. Marlene has arranged flowers at Hospice in
Branford for more than 25 years and served three terms as
president of The Guilford Garden Club. In addition, she has been
the Sunshine Chair for as long as anyone can remember. She
contributes to each and every fundraiser whether it's by her
talented wreath making, baking, or any task that needs doing.
Marlene chairs Guilford’s Hyland House committee, a historical
home, coordinating the decoration of the museum's rooms with
old-fashioned bouquets each week throughout the summer. She
also oversees the maintenance of the Mary Schmidt Memorial
Garden. She is the first one to volunteer her beautiful garden for a
garden tour and willingly shares her plants with others. Marlene
prides herself in never missing a board or monthly meeting and
goes out of her way to make every member feel welcome with her
warm and winning smile.
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AWARD OF EXCELLENCE
Small Club (Membership 1-29)

none
Medium Club (Membership 30-59)

Ledyard Garden Club’s HOPE Garden (Helping Other People
Eat) is a vegetable garden in which Club members maintain, grow
and harvest vegetables for the Ledyard Food Pantry. The
committee is currently co-chaired by Gayle Wilson and Mary Pias.
The garden was started in 2012 as a small plot behind an unused
school building in Gales Ferry and to date has provided over 7,000
lbs. of fresh produce for local families in need. Every year,
approximately 10 club members fertilize, sow, plant, water,
maintain and harvest the garden. The Vocational Agriculture
students at Ledyard High School start some vegetables in a
greenhouse. Seedlings are then transplanted into the HOPE Garden
in late May. Local Girl Scout groups have helped plant in the
spring to earn horticulture badges. The nearby preschool children
help with planting and harvesting each year. They especially enjoy
eating peas fresh from the vine.
During the COVID pandemic last spring, summer and fall, the
committee was able to maintain their work. Working in the garden
offered an outside activity, where club members could socially
distance.
HOPE Garden is primarily funded by the Club through the fundraising proceeds from the May plant sale. The garden’s budget was
$250 for the past 2 seasons. HOPE also received a $1,000 grant
from the Pfizer Foundation to purchase a fence to keep out the
deer, along with $800 from the Club’s funds, and another $900
from the Town of Ledyard. The fence was installed in 2015.
Keeping animals out of the garden increased the produce yield. In
2020, Mary Pias applied for and received a grant of $520 from
Eastern Connecticut Community Gardening Association. This
grant funded construction of raised beds, row covers with hoops,
and new soaker hoses. The Town of Ledyard provided water free
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of charge from the unused school building and built a dedicated
water line, which ran under the parking lot to the garden. When a
private company purchased the building in 2017, the owner agreed
to continue allowing use of the land and water as a charitable
donation. The HOPE Garden is a long-term commitment by the
Ledyard Garden Club to supply fresh produce to local families in
need. Working with the local Food Pantry, Mary and Gayle have
learned what produce people want and don’t want and have
focused their seed selections each spring appropriately.
Large Club (Membership 60 – 99)
Daffodils over Madison is a project of the Garden Club of
Madison that was started three years ago to enhance the beauty of
the town in the spring. The club’s Daffodil committee encouraged
club members, town groups, businesses and citizens to join in and
plant daffodils at home, on the street, in public and business areas.
Thousands of daffodils have been planted and the club created
signs detailing and identifying the varieties. A trail map was
developed and posted at different locations inviting residents to get
a map and follow the trail directions to each of the locations.
Publicity, signs and banners were created to engage the public in
the excitement. Captains of each of the 12 areas planted by the
club deadhead and maintain the areas.
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Extra Large Club (Membership 100+)
In 2000, as a member of the Civic Development Committee of the
Branford Garden Club, Winnifred Judge proposed the
development of a mechanism to preserve the natural beauty of the
Branford Green with its trees and gardens. Her leadership resulted
in the development of the first aerial view map of the Green
including an inventory of trees, monuments, and gardens. In June
2001, the Green Committee was formally established to serve as
stewards of the Green. These actions were not only long lasting in
terms of impact, but also a testament to Winnifred’s insight and
judgment in recognizing the need to protect the natural beauty of
this important Branford asset. Winnifred served as the first chair of
the Green Committee from its inception to 2014, and the current
aerial map is on its sixth iteration. In 2015, Winnifred was
instrumental in the design and installation of the Circular Garden
on the Green behind the bus stop. In 2016, the Board of the
Garden Club voted to name the Garden in honor of Winnifred.
After five years of storms, hurricanes, and degradation, the Garden
was in need of updating and repair. On September 22, 2020, Van
Wilgens removed several dead plants from the Garden and planted
varieties of azaleas, hydrangeas, and spirea to restore the Garden to
its original symmetry and luster. The First Selectman, Jamie
Cosgrove, was in attendance and thanked Winnifred for her
dogged leadership and insight in protecting the Green as a ‘gem’ of
the Shoreline. Selectman Cosgrove also thanked the Garden Club
for its support in refurbishing the Garden and thanked the Green
Committee for its diligent and continued stewardship of the Green.

Club Certificate of Achievement
Greens Farms Garden Club has participated in the Fairfield
County Pollinator Pathway project since 2019. In addition to
creating a resource tool for the project, they created pollinator pot
designs and provided Pollinator Pathway information at their plant
sale.
On the club’s website, a tab called The Buzz provides
information on the Pathway and all things conservation. The Buzz
is also a new section in their monthly newsletter.
https://www.greensfarmsgardenclub.org/tips
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Rowayton Gardeners hosted an Ask the Experts program.
Several certified Master Gardeners presented topics from native
plant selection to tool care. The presentation was followed by a
second session where the attendees could ask questions of the
Master Gardeners. Both sessions were open to the public, well
attended and received glowing reviews.

Certificates of Individual Achievement
Kathy Berg and Dianne Mariano of The Garden Club of
Brookfield fulfilled a life-long dream of participating in the
decorating of a Rose Bowl Parade float. Club members watched
the parade on television and looked for the float they worked on
for the City of Alhambra called The Power of Hope. Later, they
gave a photo presentation about their experience to the club.
Gayle Wilson and Mary Pias of the Ledyard Garden Club cochair the committee for the HOPE Garden (Helping Other People
Eat), a vegetable garden in which Club members maintain, grow
and harvest vegetables for the Ledyard Food Pantry. Together they
incrementally built a garden that now provides hundreds of pounds
of fresh vegetables to needy families in Ledyard and Gales Ferry
though the local Food Pantry.
In July 2020, the Garden Club of Madison’s five-member
Horticulture Committee: Sue Kelley, Chair, Catherine Ferguson,
Denise Forrest, Judith Tosiello and Judy Van Heiningen, found
a way to continue Horticulture activities in 2020-2021 despite the
cancellation of in-person meetings. They consolidated Horticulture
activities and provided support and education on a multitude of
gardening topics into a quarterly Horticulture Bulletin. The first
release was so well received the Quarterly Bulletin is now a
permanent part of the club’s Horticulture Program.

Individual Citations
Danbury Garden Club’s Kathy MacLaughlin is recognized for
her willingness to always do whatever is necessary to make events
run smoothly.
54

LANDSCAPE DESIGN COUNCIL
Susan Laursen, Chair
Certificate of Merit
THE WESTBROOK GARDEN CLUB
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
The main objective for this project was to design and install an
attractive and relatively maintenance free foundation garden for a
Middlesex County Habitat for Humanity house built on North
Hammock Road in Westbrook. Plans included: a garden design;
plantings; mulch; Belgian block edging; bluestone pavers. The
work was successfully completed by move-in day, of May 28, for
this family of six.
Dee Mozzochi provided the design. Preliminary work on the
gardens was done by club members, who cleared the front yard
area around the stonewalls, and did the planting in the front garden
as well as the containers on the front porch. Six Thuja ‘Emerald
Green’, eight Potentilla ‘Gold Star’, four Weigela ‘Shining
Sensation’, two Spirea ‘Double Play Artist’, and four Syringa
‘Miss Kim’ were planted. We collaborated with Clinton Nursery
for the plant material and soil, and Westbrook Block for the edging
and pavers. We also worked closely with Middlesex Habitat for
Humanity to coordinate our work on the garden.
The club members worked to ensure that all the plants were in
place, watered, and mulched. The installation of the blue stone
pavers leading from the back door to the driveway was the final
work of the project. If the family has any questions or concerns on
maintaining the plant materials, the club members will be more
than happy to assist them. Once the family is settled in, several
club members will visit to welcome the family to Westbrook.
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PUBLIC RELATIONS and COMMUNICATIONS
Linda Kaplan, Chair
PUBLICITY PRESS BOOK
The award of a brass paperweight was established in 1996 by the
Arbor Garden Club of Clinton. It is presented to the club with the highest
scoring Press Book.

The North Haven Garden Club
1. Publicity Press Books – Certificates of Merit
Small Club
Small Club

Cheshire Garden Club
Daytime Gardeners of North
Haven

2. Newsletters -- Certificates of Merit
Small Club
Medium Club
Large Club
Extra Large Club

Cheshire Garden Club
Garden Club of Orange
Danbury Garden Club
The Wilton Garden Club

Certificates of Commendation
Branford Garden Club
Danbury Garden Club
Duck River Garden Club of Old Lyme
Naugatuck Garden Club
The North Haven Garden Club
The Spring Glen Garden Club
Town and Country Garden Club of Newtown
The Wallingford Garden Club
The Westbrook Garden Club
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3. Publications – Certificates of Merit
A. Membership Brochures
Medium Club
Large Club

Riverside Garden Club
The Shippan Point Garden Club

Certificates of Commendation
Large Club
Orchard Valley Garden Club
Large Club
Danbury Garden Club

B. Club History
Small Club
Medium Club

Tolland Garden Paths
Southbury Garden Club

C. Educational Publications
Large Club

Garden Club of Madison,
Quarterly Horticulture Bulletin

D. Electronic Media – Facebook Page
Small Club
The Spring Glen Garden Club
Large Club
Orchard Valley Garden Club
Extra Large Club Branford Garden Club

E. Electronic Media – Website
Medium Club

Duck River Garden Club of Old
Lyme
Large Club
Orchard Valley Garden Club
Extra-Large Club The Wilton Garden Club

F. Electronic Media – Electronic Presentation
Large Club

The Wallingford Garden Club
Power Point Presentation of Design
Program
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SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
Deborah Osborne, Chair
Andrew Connolly - $4,000 Award

Thank you to The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc., for your
generosity in providing me with a scholarship for the upcoming academic year.
This award truly means the world to me and will enable me to dedicate more
time to focus on my studies and research, and less time working to support my
tuition and fees. You are helping to set me up for future academic success, and
in turn enabling me to better prepare for a career in research to preserve and
protect our world and its ecosystems.
Andrew Connolly, a Shelton native, is currently pursuing a B.S. in Wildlife and
Conservation Biology through the Ohio Honors Program at Ohio University
with minors in Spanish and History. He plans to conduct research for
international policy on anthropogenic changes and their relation to the One
Health Concept and explore its tie-ins to socioeconomic issues. Andrew aspires
to work for the United Nations Environment Program or another NGO, who
dedicates their time to serving the world and its people. He has been fortunate
enough to already start this journey through his research on Anuran community
occupancy dynamics as well as Salamander occupancy in the Ohio University
Conservation Biology Lab. Outside of the classroom, he is dedicated to giving
back to those in need and is currently serving as the Vice President of Internal
Affairs for BobcaThon, Ohio University's annual dance-marathon for the Ronald
McDonald House of Central Ohio.
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SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
continued
Logan Bowdish - $2,000 Award

My name is Logan Bowdish and I am from Waterford,
Connecticut. I would like to thank The Federated Garden Clubs of
Connecticut, for choosing me as a scholarship recipient. I am a
rising senior at Connecticut College majoring in environmental
science and minoring in botany. My studies have culminated into
an honors thesis research project, which investigates heavy metals,
soil fungi, and crop safety in urban community farms in New
London. I work closely with FRESH New London and utilized
their urban micro farm as a case study. My research findings will
determine if and what crops can be grown in contaminated soils
while still being safe for consumption. Outside of academia, I am
active in the Sprout Garden Club, and I’m a member of the varsity
men's lacrosse team. After my anticipated graduation, I plan to
continue my botanical studies in graduate school focusing on
sustainable agriculture and plant pathology.
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SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
Continued
Alyssa Hotchkiss - $1,000 Award

Alyssa Hotchkiss is a student at SUNY Cobleskill studying
Environmental Management and Fisheries/Wildlife Technology.
She is involved in various environmental clubs and was recently
appointed as vice president of her American Fisheries Society
subchapter. During the summer, Alyssa works as a river steward,
promoting education and outreach along the upper Farmington
River. She hopes to work as an environmental consultant or with a
local soil and water agency.
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SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
Continued
Kelly McGlinchey - $1,000 Award

Kelly is a graduate student in the Master of Environmental
Management program at the Yale School of Environment, where
she is studying food systems and agriculture. At Yale, Kelly serves
as a leader of the Sustainable Food and Agriculture Student
Interest Group and was awarded the Berkeley Conservation
Fellowship for her summer research on agroecological
communities along the coast of southern New England. Prior to
Yale, Kelly founded Table & Tilth, a food sustainability
consultancy dedicated to promoting an ecologically conscious,
regenerative food system. Kelly has spoken on food business,
urban agriculture, and sustainability at Columbia University, New
York University, Dartmouth College, and Google. Certified in
permaculture design, Kelly has worked in gardens in South Africa,
the Bahamas, Thailand, Singapore and Australia, and savors any
opportunity to get her hands in the soil. She currently gardens in
Mystic, Connecticut. Kelly holds her BA in Environmental Studies
from Dartmouth College.
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YEARBOOKS
Sue Mayne, Yearbook Manager
In 2020, The Federation did not accept Yearbooks to
judge. In May 2021, National Garden Clubs
permanently discontinued Yearbook awards.

In 2021, The Federation’s Yearbook Award of
Excellence resumes with new criteria.
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YOUTH AWARDS
Dottie Fox, Emeritus Chair
YOUTH AWARD OF EXCELLENCE
This award may be presented to a club for outstanding work with youth
in a school setting.
Small Club (Membership 1-29)

none
Medium Club (Membership 30-59)

Riverside Garden Club member, Patty Roberts, created materials
for a field trip for the Riverside Elementary School 5th Grade
Classes to educate them on the plants, trees and animals at Binney
Park. There were four activities: a turtle identification station, a
hike through the woods identifying native plants that provide
shelter and food for animals, a scavenger hunt to identify plants
and a word finder reinforcement activity to find 17 of the 35 items
in the scavenger hunt. Riverside Garden Club volunteers were
provided with a detailed schematic map of Binney Park with all the
pertinent trees, plants and bushes identified so they could assist the
students with identification. The event met with such success that
the teachers want to make this an annual field trip, and the garden
club is looking to expand it to other elementary schools in town.
Large Club (Membership 60-99)

none
Extra Large Club (Membership 100+)

Branford Garden Club dealt with COVID by supplying the Early
Years Nursery School Program with 54 coffee mugs, flowers and
greens. The classroom teachers substituted as garden club
members and helped the preschoolers make their flower
arrangements following the instructions provided by the club
members.
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Club Certificate of Achievement
Although Orchard Valley Garden Club was not allowed to work
directly in the Thalberg Elementary School with the children, the
club presented two kits along with instructional videos to the
school: Making Wreaths in December 2020 and NGC’s Making
Bird Nests in March. All supplies for 25 fourth and fifth graders
were delivered to the school office for the children to complete
their kits.

LUCKNER YOUTH AWARDS
Established in 1993, these awards may be presented to a club for
outstanding work with youth in programs conducted outside of a school
setting, such as Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, church youth programs,
hospitals and other town youth programs.
Small Club (Membership 1-29)

Daytime Gardeners of North Haven were motivated by the NGC
Plant America with Trees: Each One, Plant One program. They
worked with a Girl Scout Troop to plant a dozen white fir
seedlings adjacent to the Community Gardens at Peter’s Rock
Town Park. This project also helped the girls to earn credits for
their Tree Badge because the instruction covered the life cycle of
the white firs and how to plant and care for the tree. They did a
marvelous job of planting the seedlings right down to watering and
mulching the site. The scouts also continued the expansion of the
daffodil bed in front of the front hedge of the Ancient Cemetery in
the Town of North Haven.
Medium Club (Membership 30-59)

Suburban Garden Club of Cheshire and Orchard Valley
Garden Club introduced Cheshire High School students to The
Cheshire Conservation Connection program, a collaborative
workshop at the University of Connecticut Conservation Training
Partnership Program. The two-day virtual workshop was aimed at
learning innovative mapping tools to address local environmental
issues for the benefit of the community. The Cheshire Line Trail
and two others were marked for walkers of all ages. QR codes
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were created for identifying flora and fauna along the trails. The
Cheshire High School, Cheshire Arts Place, two Southington
contractors and the Town and Parks Recreational Council assisted
in this program, which will continue with the next group of high
school participants.
Large Club (Membership 60-99)

Danbury Garden Club’s Junior Garden Club meets eight times a
year to utilize their newfound floral design skills to help the
community. They receive instruction in various floral design
categories. They met virtually via Zoom for two meetings, and the
junior gardeners used their own personal flowers to create floral
arrangements. The second meeting had the juniors do research and
present information on their favorite flower, plant or tree. The
club has a $400 budget for their youth program, but most of the
time individual club members cover the expenses.
Extra Large Club (Membership 100+)

Rowayton Gardeners overcame the obstacle of the quarantine by
receiving permission to have programs outside at the Potting Shed.
They conducted 90-minute art classes during the summer for four
weeks. The students, under the direction of Denise Minnerly, artist
and teacher, used the backdrop of the Potting Shed to draw, paint
and sculpt the natural world into their various creations. Creativity
prevailed using observation, perspective, expression and
imagination. Fifteen club members worked with 10 third to fifth
grade children.

Luckner Club Certificates of Achievement
The North Haven Garden Club had limited contact with children
due to COVID, but they did sponsor six poetry, three essay and
two sculpture entries for the National Garden Club’s youth
contests. The poetry contest’s theme was Adventures in the
Garden. The high school essay was titled Challenges in Preserving
Our Natural Habitats. The sculpture was to be made from
recycled, reused and reduced materials. The entries received five
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poetry awards and two sculpture awards from the National Garden
Club Youth Contest.
They also planted The Garden of Eatin’, a 10 x 20 foot vegetable
garden with the help of children from club member families.
Old Saybrook Garden Club fought back against the isolation of
the quarantine by distributing kits of spring bulbs through the
Acton Library to children from grades 1-4 (6 to 9 years of age).
The bulbs were a variety of daffodils and crocus. Written
instructions for planting were accompanied by a bulb-planting tool.
The kits were ordered from the garden club online with curbside
pickup at the Library. The children got to enjoy their flowers in
the spring of 2021.
The Spring Glen Garden Club is working with children in the
Miller Library Kids Community Vegetable Garden. Activities
include preparing the soil, planting the vegetables, maintaining,
weeding and harvesting. Some of the vegetables will go to the
kids for their work in the garden; the remainder was donated to a
local food bank or soup kitchen.
The Wilton Garden Club continues to support community teens.
They provided support to two Eagle Scouts projects and mentored
other Boy Scouts earning merit badges. In addition, student interns
helped at the mini plant sale. All the teens worked at the Trackside
Youth Garden by removing invasive plants and planting native
pollinators.

Luckner Certificate of Individual Achievement
Carrie Pin of the Danbury Garden Club conducted the youth
committee programs uninterrupted. She located meeting places,
encouraged parental participation and developed youth programs
that could be held with masks and social distancing.

66

SPECIAL AWARDS
Vonice Carr, Awards Chair
Good Deed Citations
This award, established in 1980 as a thoughtful gesture of goodwill,
recognizes an unusual or worthwhile project that otherwise does not fit
into other award categories. This might be a small or large one-time
project or an annual one.

Evelyn Atreya of The Leete’s Island Garden Club is recognized
for the creation of 60 origami paper cranes that were distributed to
each patient at Apple Rehab in Guilford. Paper cranes are a
symbol of good fortune and were delivered as a Valentine’s Day
gift to assure the patients that the club continues to think of them
and wish them well during the challenges of the pandemic.
To mark the 95th Anniversary of The Spring Glen Garden Club
Marti Onofrio organized the delivery of flowers and goody bags,
including slices of the club’s anniversary cake to club members at
an assisted living facility and those at home. Marti initiated,
organized and oversaw the delivery of the gifts. Club members
enjoyed making the deliveries sufficiently to repeat the delivery of
gifts for Christmas, Valentine’s Day and Easter. She also
organized delivery of table flowers from the club’s annual meeting
to homebound members. Club members, who needed to isolate
because of Covid, expressed thanks, joy and appreciation for these
efforts to remember them.
Louise Weber of the Garden Club of Old Greenwich created an
original holiday tree design that was donated to the Greenwich
Historical Society’s 2nd Annual Festival of Tabletop Trees. The
tree sold for $500 and was awarded ‘most artistic’ in the show.
Louise decorated the tree with her personal collection of birds,
bugs and butterflies. It had tiny crickets, a golden spider,
dragonflies, tiny bees, and a multitude of birds. A crowned snowy
owl perched atop the tree. It was an heirloom tree to be treasured
by a nature lover for years. The funds raised were donated to the
Greenwich Historical Society.
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Club Certificates of Appreciation
This award allows each individual club to recognize outstanding work, length of
service, or whatever is applicable to honor one of its members in a fitting
manner in any given year. Only one Certificate of Appreciation per club per
year may be awarded.

Norma Jean Macauto of The Garden Club of Brookfield has
been indispensible to the club in the maintenance and upkeep of
the Flagpole Triangle Garden. She works with the lead gardener on
general plant care, helps with winter decorations and lighting, and
is our go-to person for resetting the flagpole light when it goes out.
Over the past several years Norma Jean has volunteered with
general weeding, especially in the gravel border, a tedious backand finger-breaking job, especially as traffic is whizzing by. The
gravel is severely compacted in some areas and completely buried
in others. Cars and trucks sometimes run over the curbing while
making tight turns and there is a fifteen-year build-up of road sand
and grit. It has taken its toll. Since the club did not have the ability
to cart bags or barrows of heavy gravel to that location to refresh it
and the club wants to refrain from chemical controls, Norma Jean
volunteered to seek outside help. This year, she communicated
with the Connecticut State Department of Transportation and
pleaded our case for assistance. As a result, a team from the DOT
refreshed the gravel border and repaired the broken curbstone in
time for the garden’s 15th anniversary.
Danbury Garden Club wishes to recognize Sunita Carrasco.
She has held the position of Finance Chair and Treasurer and has
kept the club financially healthy. She is active on the Artistic
Design Committee and always volunteers her talent in every area
of the garden club.
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A Certificate of Appreciation is given to Suzy Bolduc who
energized the Duck River Garden Club of Old Lyme with her
many projects during the pandemic. She championed the
recognition of first responders by organizing a spring geranium
sale with the proceeds donated to the Old Lyme Ambulance
Association, prepared signs to honor first responders that were
placed at all eight civic sites, organized a plant give away to the
first 100 folks who liked the club’s new Facebook page and then
encouraged the club to have a fall Mum sale.
Julie Sengstacken of The Leete’s Island Garden Club is
recognized for her commitment and contributions over many years.
Julie has been a club member since 1984 and often contributes an
artistic floral design for club meetings. She has chaired myriad
committees. She is active in weeding, pruning and mulching the
Marina flowerbeds in the spring and hauling away the debris. She
is responsible for the natural and pleasing look of the flowerbeds
due to the addition of spring bulbs and other plants. She also has
cared for the Leete’s Island Lane, a major town walkway. Julie
contributes a truckload of plants from her property to the club’s
plant sale each May. At the plant sale, she is the go-to person for
plant identification and pricing. In addition Julie provides plant
care advice to the buyers. Julie is an outstanding member of The
Leete’s Island Garden Club, and we are please to recognize her.
Debbie Hernandez of the Garden Club of Madison has held
many board positions in the garden club. It was her spirit and
infectious enthusiasm as the Chairman of the Bauer Park Apple
Orchard that launched the initiative. She negotiated the details of
plantings with the Bauer Park Advisory Group, secured
permissions, performed research, bought new trees, prepped the
ground, planted and pruned. She was involved in every aspect of
the project and insured its success by developing a broad base of
volunteers.
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Joan Sienkiewicz of the Mystic Garden Club has a high level of
comfort and skill with technology, which had a huge impact on the
club’s ability to function during the pandemic. She hosted the
club’s Zoom meetings, attended the FGCCT technology seminars
and tutored individual members in using the technology, so they
could join our meetings. She worked with our various program
presenters to ensure smooth virtual presentations. No matter how
complicated the task, Joan can explain it. Mystic Garden Club is
not sure what they would have done without her.
Barbara Freeman of Garden Club of Old Greenwich revived a
long-standing club tradition from the 1930’s, The Holiday Wreath
Competition. She sold the idea to members to participate as a ‘new
to us’ activity. Members were asked to decorate a wreath in one of
two design categories: traditional or whimsical. It was a perfect
stay-at-home design challenge. Members submitted photos of their
wreaths, which were judged by two non-club members. There
were 20 spectacular entries and four winners in the two design
categories. The rejuvenated tradition will be continued as we
prepare for our 100th Anniversary in 2024.
Pattie Samek of the Old Saybrook Garden Club was undaunted
by quarantine restrictions and regulations in planning the club’s
annual Gardeners Market. She analyzed options for credit card
pre-sales and pitched a Shopify store to the club. Pattie spent
weeks building the site for the specific needs of the club’s annual
May Market. She explained the financial benefits to the club
members. She maximized the benefits and minimized the
transaction fees incurred. Horticulture committee members
provided photos and information on the plants to be offered for
sale from members’ gardens. Pattie encouraged members to
expand the use of the club’s Facebook page; churning our content
for weekly postings about the upcoming sale and the plants
available. Sales were 100% above previous years totals. Pattie
then transferred the Shopify information to Quickbooks for the
club’s accounting purposes. Pattie moved Old Saybrook Garden
Club out of its comfort zone and into the future. Club members are
grateful for being forced to think outside the box.
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2021 CLUB ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations!
100 Years
The Wilton Garden Club, Inc.
95 Years
Wethersfield Garden Club
90 Years
Morris Cove Garden Club
Ridgefield Garden Club, Inc.
The West Hartford Garden Club
85 Years
Hortulus
The Suffield Garden Club, Inc.
80 Years
Cherry Brook Garden Club of Canton
Garden Club of Darien
The Long Hill Garden Club, Inc.
New Britain Garden Club, Inc.
70 Years
Belltown Garden Club of East Hampton
65 Years
East Hartford Garden Club
East Lyme Garden Club
The Garden Club of Newtown
60 Years
Hill and Dale Garden Club of Glastonbury
The Stonington Garden Club, Inc.
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50 Years
Duck River Garden Club of Old Lyme
The Watertown Garden Club
45 Years
Laurel Garden Club of Beacon Falls
Olde Ripton Garden Club
5 Years
Gardeners of Stony Hill
Quiet Corner Garden Club
1 Year
Evergreen Country Gardeners
Congratulations to the many deserving award recipients this year.
Thank you to all of the clubs that provided reports of their many
accomplishments. Remember that it is important when applying
for the named awards to complete a FGCCT Awards Application
found on the Federation’s website, in the Members Area, on the
Awards by Category page. A copy of the 3-page award
application is then emailed to the appropriate Award Committee
Chair with a copy to the FGCCT Awards Chair.

A special thank you to Joanne Lukaszewicz of the Mystic Garden
Club, who I casually asked if she’d like to proofread this booklet.
She without hesitation agreed and was a most diligent proofreader.
Any mistakes that remain, are mine…Vonice Carr
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National Garden Clubs Youth Poetry Award

Nami El Mammann, age 11
First Place Winner – Fifth Grade
Sponsored by

The North Haven Garden Club

The Family Garden
The garden created by family love and pride Created by
my father and designed by my mother For me and my
siblings
It is our playground, the ground we so cherish
It is our sanctuary where we all find peace
And when joined together all stress is released
I walk through the garden day or night
I run through my garden just for me
To exercise and let my mind be free
I hop on the grass and climb the trees
With the Daisy buds and Dogwood trees
I bike through the garden from end to end
The cobble and blue stones pave my paths
Race in and out to the street
I enjoy my garden it is true
The adventure of my garden is so vivid
From the red roses to the plants we’ve been gifted I
enjoy the sounds, the colors and the smell
With the open ends and the beautiful stems
I enjoy this garden without a doubt
With all the very lovely sprouts
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