
 

 

Wilton Garden Club Celebrates a Centennial with Flowers and Fashion 

Two glorious early fall days, a 100th birthday, a garden club ecstatic to celebrate it all and what do you 
have? For the Wilton Garden Club, it was a flower show aptly titled, “A Century of Flowers in Fashion.”  
On Friday, September 24th from 1 pm to 4 pm and Saturday, September 25th from 10 am to 4 pm 
Wilton’s historic Old Town Hall’s doors were opened to an extravaganza of designs, educational exhibits, 
photography, and youth displays bringing together fashion and flower trends during the last 100 years. 
“We had such a great time planning and putting this show on to celebrate our history in such a 
meaningful way with the community,” stated flower show General Chair Yolanda Bonomo, who noted 
that Wilton Garden Club’s first flower show was held in 1922, one year after its founding. “It took 
tremendous teamwork to get this done, and all of us, including many new members, learned a lot,” added 
Bonomo.  

A Century of Flowers in Fashion, an NGC Small-Standard Flower Show, spotlighted twenty-eight creative 
floral and botanical designs with fashion and flowers in vogue from the Roaring Twenties when the Club 
was established through the 1980s to the present day. The public was treated to Fancy Flapper, Gatsby, 
Rock and Roll, Old Hollywood, Disco and eclectic 1980’s floral designs, as well as mannequins all dolled 
up in outfits representing each era. Always popular and fun to see was the Horticulture display which 
encompassed a huge variety of prime flower specimens selected from Club Members’ gardens. A special 
treat was the Photography section, entitled “Hometown Photo Shoot” with black and white and color 
photos capturing beauty and nature in Wilton.  

An educational conservation exhibit guided the public on the ecological importance of incorporating 
native plants in our landscapes and the necessity of identifying and removing invasive plants and shrubs 
to protect wildlife with lots of fresh plants to see as well as an informational video presentation. Several 
other fascinating displays seen up close and personal were the food harvests presented by the Club’s 
award-winning Youth Gardeners and Wilton’s Girl Scouts’ fairy garden mini vignettes, designed using 
collections of plant material in all shapes, textures, and colors.     

After a hot and rain-filled summer turned to fall in Wilton, this show was a tremendous success! 
Everyone who came seemed to enjoy the creativity of Wilton Garden Club members as they showcased 
their commitment to horticulture, education, and conservation, while celebrating the Club’s 100th 
birthday. One attendee, Charles Johnson of Wilton asked, “Will you have a flower show every year?” Well, 
maybe not, but celebrating our Centennial with the community during this special year has been a 
worthwhile experience for all involved. 

For more information on the Wilton Garden Club, visit their website:  www.wiltongardenclub.org. 
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