
 

 

     The Lowcountry:   Beaufort and Savannah 

Including the Savannah NOGS Garden Tour 

April 18-24, 2022 

 

  

   

  

 

 
 
 
 

Highlights 

Walking tour of Beaufort with Janet Matlock 
Savannah Private Walking Tour of Homes & Gardens 

Savannah NOGS Garden Tour 
Visit Pinpoint Heritage Center, Eco Dolphin-Spotting Cruise & Tybee Island 

Southern Cooking Class with Chef Darin 
Coastal Georgia Botanical Garden 

Breakfast daily, Sunday Lunch, 1 Box Lunch, 2 Lunches, 1 Tea, 3 Dinners 

KATHY LINDROTH 
Tours Coordinator 

860.836.3407 

tours@ctgardenclubs.org 

 

  

Included! 

Round Trip Air from BDL 

14 Meals! 

Services of a Friendship Tours Director 

FGCCT Tours Leader on tour 

Small Group tour of 25! 



Day by Day Itinerary 

Monday, April 18       Depart Bradley Airport and arrive in Savannah.    We will be transported to our 
hotel:    Best Western Sea Island Inn, located right 
on the beautiful Beaufort bay in the Historic 
District.   You will be in walking distance to a 
variety of quaint shops, galleries, along with cafes 
and other eateries.    Enjoy the outdoor pool and 
eating area to take your coffee and watch the boats 
come and go.    Settle into your room which will 
include WIFI, cable, TV, coffee maker, safe, 
microwave and refrigerator.  Later we will enjoy a 
special welcome dinner at the Black Dog Café in 
nearby Port Royal, well-known for fine dining 
featuring local flair!         D 

 

Tuesday, April 19        Start the day with a hot breakfast including all your morning favorites at our hotel.     
Our guide, Janet Matlock of Janet’s Walking History, takes you through Historic Beaufort.  We will 
discuss the agriculture, architecture, Revolutionary War and Civil War Histories as well as fires and 
hurricanes.    This tour will have you swept up in the 
500-year history of Beaufort “The Jewel of the 
South”.  During our stroll we will visit several 
splendid gardens beginning with Tidalholme, circa 
1853, with boxwood gardens and views of the 
Beaufort River. Have you watched the movies The 

Big Chill 
and The 
Great 
Santini?  
They were filmed here!  Elizabeth Hext House, circa 1720, is 
next and known for the kumquat trees and other plants 
indigenous to the area.   Rest awhile and have a snack here!       
Our group will enjoy a lunch at an iconic Southern restaurant---
Blackstone’s Café, a local fixture that serves down-home 
favorites, especially their famous shrimp & grits.  Here Lou has 
amassed a 

collection of prep school and college pennants along with 
posters of the 20 movies filmed in Beaufort.  

 Our next stop is the oldest church in Beaufort—the Parish 
Church of Saint Helena, 1712.  We will walk amongst the 
graves and discuss the brave families, whose homes we 
have passed and who are buried here.  Lastly, we will stroll 
into town where Janet will suggest shops and sites to 
explore---or you may relax at the hotel pool.   This evening 
you can enjoy dinner on your own at one of the fine 
restaurants in Beaufort.      B L 



Wednesday, April 20        Enjoy your breakfast after setting your bag outside your door for collection.       
We say goodbye to Beaufort and join the Port Royal Sound Foundation for a naturalist-led nature walk at 
Widgeon Point.  The hike is about .7 miles through 
maritime forest and salt marsh (flat).   Long sleeves, 
pants, sunscreen, and appropriate shoes are 
recommended.    The naturalist will point out such 
wildlife as bald eagles, fox squirrels, white-tailed deer 
and even the occasional alligator.    While at the site, we 
will enjoy a delightful box lunch in the riverside picnic 
area.     Before you know it, we board the bus for 
Savannah.   

 

  

If time permits, we will stop at the garden of the 
Scarborough House at the Ships of the Sea Maritime 
Museum.    We will see the largest private gardens 
within the historic district of Savannah. The design for 
the Scarborough Garden is derived from a typical 19th 
century parlor garden. Careful attention has been paid 
to the plant material. With few exceptions, all plant 
material is native or has been available since the early 
to mid1800s.     

 

Our hotel for the next four 
nights is the River Street Inn, 
the oldest hotel on the 
Savannah River among Historic 
District hotels.   With views of 
the Savannah River and historic 
River Street, Bay Street or the 
historic Factors Walk corridors, 
this hotel is packed with local 
charm and character.    We will 
be very centrally located and 
can walk to most all sights and 
restaurants.      There will also 
be a complimentary glass of 
wine or beer for you served in 
the bar each evening.   You will 
be advised of all the amenities 
of the hotel on the way to 
Savannah.    Settle into your room and freshen up for our delicious welcome dinner at 45 Bistro, featuring 
new American cuisine, located in The Marshall House, another historic Savannah Inn.     BLD 



Thursday, April 21        Enjoy your breakfast at the hotel.    We have a wonderful morning planned!   We 
will enjoy a Historic Walking Tour of Savannah.    You will   delight in the beauty of Savannah’s unique 
squares, historic homes, hidden gardens, and elaborate ironwork.     
We will stop at Forsyth Park to experience the Fragrance Garden.  The 
garden, located in Forsyth Park, originally began in 1959 and is 
surrounded by three walls to help contain the fragrance of the many 
scented plants. The entrance is enhanced by beautiful iron gates from 
the Old Union Station.   In 2002 a renovation was begun, with The 
Trustees Garden Club providing an endowment of $5,000 for the 
future upkeep of this lovely and aromatic garden.    Tonight, dinner is 
on your own at one of the many restaurants in Savannah.        B 

Friday, April 22     After breakfast at the hotel, we will begin our full day at the NOGS (North of 
Gwinnett Street) Tour of Hidden Gardens organized by the Garden Club of Savannah.    The day will 
begin with a special, private, trolley tour of the garden locations.    

 

 

Then continue to tour each garden at your own pace.    Meet for a Southern Tea at the Green-Meldrim 
House which is included.   There is no end of culinary delight in Savannah, so enjoy another night on 
your own for dinner.     B T  

  

 

Saturday, April 23            Experience the truly unique and 
exquisite allure of the lowcountry, which so many tourists 
miss when visiting Savannah.  Enjoy the breathtaking views 
of Georgia’s marshes and waterways as we head to our first 
destination, Pinpoint Heritage Center. Historic Pinpoint is in 
the old A.S. Varn & Son Oyster and Crab Factory; this is your 
chance to experience the Gullah/Geechee culture first-hand.  
For nearly 100 years, the community of Pinpoint was quietly 



isolated on the banks of the Moon River just south of 
Savannah.  Now, you can explore the refurbished museum 
complex and experience multimedia presentations, exciting 
exhibits, and unparalleled views of the marsh!  Next, we are 
off for a morning cruise on the backwater inlets of Savannah’s 
Lowcountry.   You will enjoy a narrated cruise of the areas 
ecology  

 

and wildlife as you take in the breathtaking views of the coastal islands.   We arrive at Hogan’s Marina and 
then we are off for our lunch destination on Tybee Island—North Beach Grill.   Nestled between the 
lighthouse and the beach, the North Beach Bar and Grill offers a lunch that will 
tantalize even the most reserved palate.  Eclectic fusion with a Caribbean flair, 
the menu features local, sustainable seafood and the freshest ingredients.  We stop 
at the 145 ft. Tybee Lighthouse for photos before we take a driving tour of Tybee, 
known as Savannah’s inner child, where a cultured southern lady raised with the 
best manners can let her hair down and take her shoes off and wiggle her feet 
freely in the sugary sands, without a care in the world!     

 

We return to our hotel to freshen up for a special food 
experience--- Chef Davin’s Kitchen Table Lowcountry Cook-
Along Experience.  Chef Darin opened his cooking school in 
2015, after spending years opening and running the cooking 
school at the Mansion on Forsyth Square.  We will cook together 
and learn techniques while preparing local favorites and you will 
be invited to join Chef Darin and assist in preparations for our 
dinner.  On site is a well-stocked shop and we will get 10% off 
on purchases that evening.     B L D  

                                                                            

Sunday, April 24         Bags will go outside your door for our later departure. We will not waste a moment 
of our last day in Savannah!      We will savor a delightful early Sunday lunch at the Pirate’s House at a 
private buffet of Southern favorites, which varies day to day.      

After lunch, we will enjoy a private tour of the Coastal Georgia Botanical Garden at the Historic Bamboo 
Farm.  This 51-acre botanical garden’s collection began in the late 1880’s when property owner, Mrs. H. 
B. Miller, planted three giant Japanese Timber Bamboo. By 1915 an impressive bamboo grove developed, 
which drew the attention of noted botanist and plant explorer David Fairchild. In 1919 Barbour Lathrop, a 
friend of Fairchild, purchased the site from Mrs. Miller for $5, and leased it to the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) for $1. 

Today, the Coastal Georgia Botanical Gardens' collections contain around 60 bamboo taxa, said to be the 
largest American bamboo collection open to the public east of California. With at least 36 different 
species, the gardens are also home to one of the largest collections of camellia species. Impressive 
specimen trees cast shade across the property. The site also showcases landscape roses, native plants of 
the state of Georgia, and seasonal annuals and educational displays. A 50,000-gallon water garden sits on 



the shores of one of the site's lakes. The Woodland Shade Garden offers 
picturesque views over a chain of lakes; the White Garden boasts three 
magnificent white pergolas surrounding a lawn and the Formal Garden features 
four parterres surrounded by olive and white crape myrtles.  The Georgia 
Trustees Garden replica -- the agricultural plot began by James Oglethorpe, 
features edible, medicinal and crop commodities that the first settlers to the 
Georgia colony were expected to produce.    We hope to have time to visit the 
gift shop before we make our way to the airport and our trip home with 
wonderful memories of the Lowcountry.    B L 
 

         We Hope You Will Travel With Us To The Lowcountry! 
TOUR LIMITED TO 25 PASSENGERS 

COST $3259 PP TWIN             $3929 PP SINGLE 
Non‐Members add $50 

INCLUDES:   Roundtrip flights to/from Hartford/Bradley, Deluxe Motor coach transportation, 6 nights 

hotel, tax, baggage handling, 6 breakfasts, 1 boxed lunch, 3 lunches, 1 Tea, 3 dinners, sightseeing per 

itinerary, Friendship Tours Escort, all gratuities & $100 pp donation to The Federated Garden Clubs of 

CT.                 Itinerary Subject to Change 

PRACTICALITIES:  
More information:  Kathy Lindroth, Tours Coordinator,  Tours@ctgardenclubs.org or 860.836.3407 

 

This is an active tour. There are many cobblestones, uneven surfaces, and active walking.  If you need a 

walking aid, this is probably not the tour for you.   If you have questions about the activity level and your 

ability to do this tour, before signing up, please call Kathy Lindroth, Tours Coordinator, 860.836.3407.  

                  DEPOSIT:  $400 person with reservation to secure your spot.     

THE FEDERATED GARDEN CLUBS OF CT, Inc. MEMBERS HAVE PRIORITY SIGN UP until October 15th.              

FINAL PAYMENT:  Prior to January 31, 2022 

CANCELLATION POLICY: If a passenger cancels from deposit to January 31, 2022 a fee of $200.00pp; February 1, 2022 

to March 1, 2022 fee of $1500.00 pp; no refunds if canceled on March 2, 2022 or later.  All cancellations are plus any 

non‐refundable airline‐imposed fees. The donation to FGCCT is non‐refundable.  

TRIP  PROTECTION  INSURANCE:  Trip  protection  coverage  is  strongly  recommended,  and  your  deposit will  be  insured  if  you 

organize our trip insurance when you sign up.    I recommend you compare policies by checking the following sites:   aardy.com, 

insuremytrip.com, squaremouth.com.    Friendship Tours can also supply trip insurance.      

RESPONSIBILITY:  This  package  is  subject  to  our  full  terms  and  conditions  which  can  be  found  on  our  website  at 

https://www.friendshiptours.net/tour‐policies. Paper copies are available upon request. By signing up to participate in the tour, you are 

agreeing to be bound to these terms and conditions.  Therefore, you must read the terms and conditions in their entirety.  By signing up 

for the tour, making a payment and continuing to use our services, you are agreeing to be bound by the Terms and Conditions.  Should 

you disagree with any of the terms you must speak with us before signing up for a tour. Airfare is subject to change. Your airline ticket is 

not  issued by Friendship Tours and  is a contract between you and  the  ticketing agent, even  if purchased  through Friendship Tours.                              

                                                                        


