
 
 

Minutes of the Board Meeting 

March 17, 2021 
Virtual Meeting via Zoom.US 

 

 

 

Present:, Sharon Bender, Polly Brooks, Joan Burgess, Cheryl Cappiali, Vonice Carr, Ginni 

Donovan, Kathy Feller, Arlene Field, Dottie Fox, Gerri Giordano, Shirley Hall, Shelley Hedberg,  

Peggy Lajoie, Susan Laursen, Nancy Lenoce, Kathy Lindroth, Terry Lubman, Trish Manfredi, Nan 

Merolla, Gini Mita, Maria Nahom, Donna Nowak, Lesley Orlowski, Becky Paul,  Karin Pyskaty, 

Barbara Romblad, Carol Steiner, Krista Swanson-Fiorini, Ellie Tessmer, Peggy Townsend, Inge 

Venus, Jane Waugh  

 

Excused: Margareta Kotch, Renee Marsh, Ronnie Schoelzel,  

 

President Arlene Field called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  President Field then welcomed 

everyone including former presidents Inge Venus, Jane Waugh, Donna Nowak and Maria Nahom.  

Recording Secretary:  Kathy Feller 
 

The Minutes of the January 20, 2021 Board of Director’s Meeting were approved. 

 

Corresponding Secretary: Lesley Orlowski 
 

• Read a letter from Inge Venus thanking Arlene Field and the Board for her National Life 

Membership and a beautiful bouquet. 

 

President: Arlene Field 

• Reiterated the reporting guidelines for Board members to follow 

• Met with Polly Brooks, Karin Pyskaty, and Shirley Hall to update the Manual of Duties 

• Met twice with the Media Team to create  effective and improved communications 

• Attended Landscape Design Council in January 

• Met with two different garden clubs 

• Attended several Zoom trainings  hosted by the Michigan Garden Clubs 

• Attended Vonice Carr’s forum on Awards and Annual Reports 

• Attended NGC’s meeting for State Presidents 

• Presented Inge Venus with a National Garden Club Life Membership 

• Participated in the forum on Fundraising  

• Assisted in planning the 92nd Annual Meeting 

Next Meeting – 92nd Annual Meeting on April 14, 2021 
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• Received a Connecticut Life Membership and a Baccarat butterfly from the Board 

• Thanked all the Board members for their contributions to making her Presidency successful 

Arlene’s complete report is included in the Addendum to the Minutes. 

 

First Vice President: Polly Brooks 

• Barbara Romblad ordered a new printer for the office. 

• Polly attended Zoom meetings of the Cheshire GC and the Wethersfield GC 

• Worked on the Manual of Duties 
• Attended Zoom training offered by the Michigan Federation of Garden Clubs 

• Attended a variety of Zoom meetings including the planning of the Annual Meeting, the 

Media Team, and National Garden Clubs 

• Met with some of the officers to present Inge Venus with a National Garden Club Life 

Membership 
• Presented Arlene Field with a Connecticut Life Membership and a Baccarat butterfly 

• Thanked Arlene for her numerous contribution to The Federation during her term as 

President 

 

Polly’s complete report is included in the Addendum to the Minutes. 

 

Office Administrator: Barbara Romblad 
 Total Clubs: 121  

 Total Membership: 6241 

Total Membership Affiliate Organizations: 27 

Total Active Constant Contact: 5732 

 

Second Vice President: Karin Pyskaty 

• Attended 5 Zoom Meetings with the Michigan Garden Club 

• Worked on updating the Manual of Duties 
• Attended Zoom committee meetings with the Media Team and also the Awards Meeting 

team 

• Attended Zoom meetings with the Wethersfield GC 

• Conversed with some garden clubs regarding Tribute awards and received two 

• Prepared a Life Membership and assisted in the presentation of the honor 

• Averted the resignation of the New London Garden Club 

Motion: I move to accept with regret the resignation of the Women’s Club of Greenwich 

Gardeners. Motion passed. 

 

Karin’s complete report is included in the Addendum to the Minutes. 

 

 

Treasurer: Shirley Hall 
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• Reported that as of December 31, our Balance Sheet totaled $409,368 of which $48,364 

is in restricted accounts. 

• Worked with the LDS registrations 

• Prepared files for the Accountant 

• Worked on revising the bylaws and the Manual of Duties 

• Attended the Zoom meeting on Fundraising 

The Year-to-Date P&L and Balance Sheet are attached to these Minutes.  Treasurer Hall’s 

complete report is included in the Addendum to these Minutes. 

 

 

Committee Chairs: 

Awards: Vonice Carr 

• Requested nominations for the Bronze Award by July 1st 
• Participated in an Awards Forum on Zoom 

• Met with each Awards Chair to review evaluating projects and recommending individuals 

for awards 

• Accepted the resignation of Jan Hickcox as Civic Development Chair 

• Welcomed Susan Mayne as Yearbook Manager 

• Evaluated three Publicity Press Book 

Motion: I, Vonice Carr, FGCCT Awards Chair recommend that the award for Publicity Press 

Books be discontinued effective Oct. 1, 2021.  Motion passed. 

 

Blue Star Memorials: Krista Swanson-Fiorini 
• The Naugatuck Garden Club placed an order for a Memorial Marker. 

• Currently, there are 17 markers in CT: 3 Blue Star Highway Markers, 10 Blue Star 

Memorial Markers, and 4 Blue Star By-Way Markers. 

 

Environmental Concerns/ Conservation: Nancy Lenoce 
• Presented interesting facts about birds 

• Explained the Trex Challenge: “Plastic Film Recycling Challenge” 

 

Garden Therapy/ World Gardening: Peggy Lajoie 
• Donations were made to Global Partners, Running Water for $500, Penny Pines 

Reforestation project $250, and NGC National Disaster USA fund $250 

 

Gardening School: Cheryl Cappiali 
• Series 8 Course 3 of NGC Gardening School will be held via Zoom April 28-29, 2021 

• $4,500 from the Katherine Patrick Gardening School Fund was distributed 

• GCC participated in “Garden Jeopardy” hosted by Renee Marsh 

• Applications for the Love-ly Garden Award are due Aug. 15. 
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Judges Council: Trish Manfredi 
• JC met via Zoom with Chris Harley from Colorblends in Bridgeport. 

• Participated with Cindy Marien and Peg Townsend in a virtual meeting organized by NGC 

Flower Show Schools Committee for Credentials, FS School, JC, and Symposium Chairs to 

discuss various issues 

• Is in the process of appointing a committee to update JC Operating Guidelines and a 

committee to update descriptions of CT Flower Show Awards 

• Is developing recommendations for judging virtual bench shows 

• No volunteers yet for Beyond  Beginning 

• Seven floral designs submitted from CAC were selected for the 2022 Visions of Beauty 

calendar. 

 

Landscape Design Council: Susan Laursen 

• Held a Zoom presentation by Allan Broadbent on “Curb Appeal” 

• Will resume all outdoor adventures this Spring 

• Karin Pyskaty will run LD School this month 

• Welcomed Sue Kelley as new LDS chair for next year 

 

Landscape Design School: Karin Pyskaty 

• Prepared for LDS 2 to be held March 23 and 24  

• Attended Zoom training 

• Fulfilled NGC requirement for a Zoom School 

• Worked on approval of new instructor, proctor procurement, test prep, zoom practices, etc. 

 

Legislation/ Government Action: Gerri Giordano 

• Enumerated about several bills and policies 

• Emphasized Raised Bill #950 and SB #1037 

 

Meetings: Nan Merolla 

• The FGCCT’s 92nd Annual Meeting is planned for April 14 at 10:00 AM via Zoom Video 

Webinar with a timeline that includes speaker Julie Moir Messervy, the President’s report 

and recognitions, the nominating committee’s report and vote, installation of new officers, 

and the new President’s acceptance speech 

• Donations will be solicited for the Scholarship Fund 

• A new Meetings Chair is needed. 

• Aquaturf is booked for Oct 27, 2021, April 13, 2022, and Oct. 26, 2022. 
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Nominating: Ronnie Shoelzel (read by Donna Nowak) 

• Presented the slate of Officers and Chairmen 2021-2023 

Motion: I move that the slate be accepted as presented. Motion passed. 
 

Motion: I move to extend the term of Legislation/Government Action Chair, Gerri Giordano, 

North Haven GC, to another two years and Program Chair, Gini Mita, Wallingford GC, to 

another two years. Motion passed. 

 

Programs: Gini Mita 

• Julie Moir Messervy will be the speaker at the FGCCT Annual Meeting on April 14. 

 

Scholarships: Margareta Kotch (read by Kathy Feller) 

• Forwarded the application from Annabelle Coswell to be a candidate for the NGC 

Scholarship 

• Thanked her committee Judy Joly, Deb Osborne, and Barbara Deysson 

 

Tours: Kathy Lindroth 

• Both the Brandywine Valley Spectacular with Philadelphia Flower Show and the Grand 

Canyon and Red Rocks, SW National Parks are sold out. 
• Possible upcoming trips include Atlanta Georgia, Alaska, Nova Scotia, Rose Bowl Parade 

and Santa Barbara, as well as a few others. 

 

Website: Shelley Hedberg 

• Participated in the Media Meetings creating a list of concerns and/or suggested 

improvements 

• Updated pages for Landscape Design School and the Annual Meeting. 

 

Youth Activities: Dottie Fox 

• Submitted 1 Woodsy Owl Poster, 2 sculptures, 4 essays, and 6 poems to the New England 

Regional Chairperson. 

• NGC has adopted a Scout Wildflower Patch to teach children about wildflowers and native 

plants. 

• Requests that more clubs participate in Youth activities 

 

New Business: 
• Check the CFNews  for information about the Federated license plate 

• Discussed buying a Zoom account for FGCCT with the possibility of adding alternate hosts 

for Councils and Schools 
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Meeting adjourned 12:00 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathy Feller, Recording Secretary 

 
Attachments: 

Year-to-Date P&L and Balance Sheet as of December 31, 2020 

 

Motion: I move to accept with regret the resignation of the Women’s Club of Greenwich 

Gardeners. Motion passed.  

 

Motion: I, Vonice Carr, FGCCT Awards Chair recommend that the award for Publicity Press 

Books be discontinued effective Oct. 1, 2021.  Motion passed. 

 

Motion: I move that the slate be accepted as presented. Motion passed. 
 

Motion: I move to extend the term of Legislation/Government Action Chair, Gerri Giordano, 

North Haven GC, to another two years and Program Chair, Gini Mita, Wallingford GC, to 

another two years. Motion passed. 

 
 

 

 


