The

Federated Garden Clubs
o# Connecticut, Inc.

Minutes of the Board Meeting

January 20, 2021
(a virtual meeting)

Present: Sharon Bender, Polly Brooks, Cheryl Cappiali, Vonice Carr, Ginni Donovan, Kathy
Feller, Arlene Field, Dottie Fox, Gerri Giordano, Shirley Hall, Shelley Hedberg, Margareta
Kotch, Peggy Lajoie, Susan Laursen, Nancy Lenoce, Kathy Lindroth, Terry Lubman, Trish
Manfredi, Renee Marsh, Nan Merolla, Gini Mita, Maria Nahom, Donna Nowak, Lesley
Orlowski, Becky Paul, Karin Pyskaty, Jane Polacco, Barbara Romblad, Kelle Ruden, Ronnie
Schoelzel, Carol Steiner, Krista Swanson-Fiorini, Ellie Tessmer, Peggy Townsend, Inge Venus,
Jane Waugh

Excused: Joan Burgess

Absent: Jan Hickcox

President Arlene Field welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.
President Field also welcomed former presidents Inge Venus, Jane Waugh, Donna Nowak and
Maria Nahom

Arlene thanked everyone for responding to the First Call to the Board Meeting, indicating their
intent to join the meeting and sending reports and/or motions in a timely manner.

Recording Secretary: Kathy Feller

The Minutes of the November 19, 2020 Board of Directors Meeting were approved.

Corresponding Secretary: Leslie Orlowski

e Read a letter from Gail Schwenker-Mayer of the New London Garden Club requesting
that we disregard their termination letter. Instead, they will restructure their club.

e Read a letter from Inge Venus thanking Arlene and the Board for presenting her with a
National Life Membership.

President: Arlene Field

e Along with Polly Brooks, Karin Pyskaty, and Shirley Hall, continued the process of
updating the Manual of Duties.

e Participated in a virtual Holiday Party with the National Capital Area Garden Clubs.

e Continued discussions with incoming President Polly Brooks regarding responsibilities
of the position.



e Attended a virtual meeting for all state presidents and international affiliates hosted
by National Garden Clubs.

e Reminded the BOD to read the upcoming edition of the CFNews and pointed out an
entertaining essay in the February/March edition of written by Cindy Sharp of the
Shippan Point Garden Club.

e Suggested that Board members participate in the Zoom training sessions offered by the
Michigan Garden Clubs.

e Discussed plans for the Annual Meeting with Nan Merolla.
e Rescheduled a meeting with all Board members involved with Media to February 4th.

Arlene’s complete report is included in the Addendum to the Minutes.

First Vice President and Headquarters Director: Polly Brooks

e Continue to work the committee to update the Manual of Duties.

e Participated in the Michigan Garden Clubs Zoom training.

e Spoke with the president of a club in distress.

e Suggested that clubs invite smaller clubs to join any virtual meetings which they offer.
e Actively seeking a Corresponding Secretary.

e Barbara Romblad is researching a replacement printer for Headquarters.

Office Administrator: Barbara Romblad
Barbara reported membership totals.

o Total Clubs — 121

e Total membership — 6397

e Total Affiliate Organization — 27
e Total Constant Contact — 5388

Second Vice President: Karin Pyskaty

e Worked with the committee to update the Manual of Duties.
e Received one Life membership purchased by the Garden Club of New Milford.
e Devoted efforts to discourage several clubs from disbanding.

e Received a letter from The Home Garden Club of Wethersfield stating that they
have disbanded.

Motion: I move to accept the decision of The Home and Garden Club of
Wethersfield to disband. Motion approved.

Treasurer: Shirley Hall

Treasurer Hall reported that as of December 31, 2020 our Balance Sheet totaled $395,141, of
which $52,057 is in restricted accounts.

e The Westbrook Garden Club, under the leadership of Co-Presidents Rachel McNellis
and Carolyn Fish, will receive a $600 grant from the Habitat for Humanity Fund.
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A Year-to-Date P&L and Balance Sheet are attached to these Minutes. Treasurer Hall’s
complete report is included in the Addendum to these Minutes.

Awards Chair: Vonice Carr

e The Awards Committee reviewed and made changes to their individual Annual Report
forms.

e Reviewed and returned numerous publications to clubs with comments.

e Submitted applications for an NGC Award in Civic Beautification, Community
Service and a Publication, as well as a Floral Design Award.

e Submitted an article for the CFNews on using the website for information about
awards and encourage club to provide details of their club projects.

Flower Show School: Peggy Townsend

e As of July 2020, the minimum grade on all FSS Exams and Schedule Writing was
changed from 75 back to 70. The change is not retroactive.

e Judges and Student Judges have been granted an extension until December 31, 2022
to fulfill the necessary Handbook requirements

e Hopefully, Flower Show School Course | will be held April 26-28, 2022
Judges Council Chair: Trish Manfredi

e The Tri-State Symposium scheduled for August 2021 will not be held.

e NGC has extended credential requirements to December 2022.

e Cathy Ritch has resigned from chairmanship of Beyond Beginning design workshops
after five years. Hopefully, a judge will be recruited to begin a new series in 2022.

e Judges have been judging virtually. Trish will ask NGC to provide judging credit for
these activities.

Landscape Design Council: Susan Laursen

e A Zoom presentation by Landscape Architect Allan Broadbent on “Curb Appeal” will be
offered on January 29th.
e No dues were charged Council members this fiscal year.

Landscape Design School: Karin Pyskaty

e LDS will be held via Zoom on March 23 and 24, 2021

e Karin has received the most recent credential cards from Alexis Slafer, NGC LDS Credentials
Chair.

Legislation/Government Action: Gerri Giordano (read by Kathy Feller)

e Gerri provided the resources and information to make navigating Connecticut’s legislative
process easy.
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Meetings Chair: Nan Merolla

e The 92nd Annual Meeting will be held April 14, 2021 as a Zoom webinar with the
election of Officers and installation by National Garden Clubs President Gay Austin.

e Landscape Architect and Author Julie Moir Messervy will present a program titled
“The Designer’s Way.”

Nominating: Ronnie Shoelzel
e Presented the slate of Officers and Committee Chairs for 2021-2023
Motion: I move that the Nominating Slate be accepted as presented. Motion passed.

Motion: I move to extend the term of Legislation/Government Action Chair Gerri
Giordano of the North Haven Garden Club for another two years; and Programs Chair
Gini Mita of the Wallingford Garden Club for another two years. Motion passed.

Programs: Gini Mita

e Updated the listings in the Speakers Directory and indicated which programs can be presented
virtually.

e The annual fee for listing in the Speakers Directory is $25.

e Reminded everyone that written permission from the presenter is required to record their
presentation.

® Confirmed with the speaker for the Annual Meeting, Julie Moir Messervy.

Scholarships: Margareta Kotch

e Wrote an article for the February/March issue of the newsletter to explain the
differences between the NGC and FGCCT Scholarships.
e Applications for the NGC scholarship are due to Margareta by February 10.

State Projects: Ellie Tessmer

e Updated the calendar to include virtual presentations by local garden clubs and
CAES.

e Reminded everyone to check the CAES website — portal.ct.gov — as well as the
websites of UMASS and the CT Audubon.

e Provided information about signs that are available to purchase for Pollinator
Pathway gardens.

Tours: Kathy Lindroth

e The April trip to historic gardens in Virginia is cancelled
e The Brandywine Valley and Philadelphia Flower Show trip is still on.
e The Southwest National Parks tour has only four remaining slots.

Website: Shelley Hedberg

o Annual report forms are available on the website.
e The Field Trip section has been updated and includes links.
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Youth: Dottie Fox

o Reported the numerous entries she received for the Youth contests.

There being no New Business, the meeting adjourned 11:30 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Kathy Feller, Recording Secretary

Attachments:
Year-to-Date P&L and Balance Sheet as of December 31, 2020
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Motion: I move to accept the decision of The Home and Garden Club of Wethersfield
to disband. Motion passed.

Motion: I move that the Nominating Slate be accepted as presented. Motion passed.

Motion: I move to extend the term of Legislation/Government Action Chair Gerri
Giordano of the North Haven Garden Club for another two years; and Programs
Chair Gini Mita of the Wallingford Garden Club for another two years.

Motion passed.

Board Meeting Minutes — January 20, 2021 Page 5



