
In Full Bloom:  A New Garden Club Grows During the Pandemic 

By Trish Manfredi & Carole Fromer 

Who would think that a new garden club could sprout during the pandemic?   That's what happened in 
Glastonbury in 2020-2021! 

 
For many years, there were six garden clubs in Glastonbury.  Working together through the Glastonbury 
Council of Garden Clubs, they developed community activities, a Horticultural Specialty Show, 
decorating community buildings, and planting trees in town, among other projects.   When declining 
numbers caused two clubs to disband, there were just four clubs. 

 
Sowing Seeds and Germination: 
 
At a Spring 2019 Council meeting, about club size, an Evergreen Garden Club representative wondered 
about joining Country Gardeners.   The clubs were similar: evening meetings, long-time members who 
had held leadership positions several times over, plant sales, slow but steady growth of new younger 
members.   Both clubs had about 25 members.  Evergreen President Valerie Escalera, and Country 
Gardeners President Carole Fromer led their respective Executive Boards in weighing the pros and cons 
of combining the two clubs and presented the idea to their clubs.   After much discussion, the clubs 
decided to move forward.  

 
Hybridizing: 
 
A steering committee with members from both clubs began review bylaws and handbooks for each club, 
financial considerations, Federation and IRS requirements, clarification of meeting times and places, and 
other topics.  Much effort was made to blend the key points from each club, just as if the best genes 
from two plants were being combined. While ‘merger’ was the shorthand term used, Federation 
Treasurer Shirley Hall advised that financial and related reasons dictated that the clubs disband and 
form new club.   It was important to blend traditions and activities, because both clubs had been in 
existence for nearly 60 years.  It was important that members be in agreement with the changes, while 
still recognizing their history.   Members suggested names for the new club, with a series of votes 
resulting in combining the names into Evergreen Country Gardeners.  
   
To provide opportunities for members to get better acquainted, several joint club programs were 
planned for the 2019-2020 program year, including a celebratory dinner at a nice venue in June 2020 to 
start the new club year.  Then the pandemic struck!    Meetings couldn’t happen in person! 

 
The process of closing the bank accounts of the original clubs, and defining donations so equal funds 
would be transferred into the new club’s treasury, meeting banking and government requirements were 
handled by Evergreen treasurer Mary Ann Valk and Country Gardeners’ treasurer Trish Manfredi who 
managed this while banks were closed!  

  
Sprouting and Fertilizing:   
 
Despite the many challenges of Covid-19, the new club began to sprout with creativity and enthusiasm.   
Sandee Brown of Country Gardeners mastered the Zoom virtual meeting technology smoothly making 
easy for committee and regular monthly meetings to proceed during stay at home orders, although as 



separate clubs.  A request was made to the Federation Board to accept the new club without the 
standard waiting period, which was granted. 
 
A nominating committee prepared a slate.   Members from both clubs were paired to work in the large 
Love Garden on Main Street (a long time project of Country Gardeners, and Evergreen’s Joyce Young  
Garden as a way to get to know each other in the spring and summer.  Despite masks and social 
distancing, new friendships grew as the gardens bloomed in profusion.  Sandee Brown was appointed as 
Virtual Administrator. 
 
Early blooms: 
 
The first joint meeting of the new club was held outside on a lovely September evening, Janet Burton’s 
home with wonderful gardens to enjoy, rather than indoors at the original venue.    Masks and social 
distancing didn’t impede the celebration although refreshments were ‘brown bag’.  
 
Committee meetings continued and flourished via Zoom, as the program committee, chaired by Suzy 
Fisher, developed a wonderful schedule of virtual programs.  A fall floral demonstration by Trish 
Manfredi took place via Zoom for October.   In November, Ronnie Schoelzel showed how to prepare 
horticulture specimens for flower shows.   In December, members contributed photos of decorations 
and floral designs which were shared in a virtual power point holiday home tour.  Before the meeting, 
the program committee delivered cookies, cocoa mix and candy to all members for refreshments to 
enjoy during the meeting.  
 
One of the benefits of virtual meetings was not worrying about the capacity of meeting space!   
Invitations to the virtual meetings were sent to other garden clubs in town, plus other organizations and 
widely circulated in the media.    Speakers presented virtually on world gardens, native plants, 
songbirds, black bears and Glastonbury Partners in Planting.  Up to 50 guests registered for the monthly 
program meetings, and new members are joining each month. 
 
Maintenance: 
 
As with any new hybrid, there is still much nurturing to do.   The website and Facebook page are being 
updated to better reflect the new club.   A new club membership brochure has been prepared.   The 
plant sale in May was a success , and the program committee is already at work planning programs for 
2021-2022.   With the fertilizer of creativity, persistence, and friendship, Evergreen Country Gardeners 
are already in full bloom. 
 


