
1/16

April/May 2021

President's Message

Dear Friends,

It’s fitting that as we begin to witness glimpses of our gardens awakening from
a long slumber, we see light at the end of the very long COVID pandemic
tunnel. Vaccination rates are increasing daily. Plans for getting together are
becoming far more common. Traveling again is anticipated. As the adage goes,
hope springs eternal. That’s never been more apropos than in the spring of
2021.

It’s time to look forward in anticipation of clubs meeting together in person
rather than online.  Sharing smiles and hugging one another again. Rekindling
friendships in the flesh rather than through the lens of a computer screen. Gathering in your community or
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catching up with people during plant sales and garden tours. We‘ve been down for a year but we’re coming
back stronger than ever. 

While we’ve missed so much over the past year, from in-person awards ceremonies to annual meetings, the
connections and bonds forged over many years, and in many cases decades, kept us together. Little did we
know one year ago that we’d carry out the majority of the 2020 club year in the virtual world. The ability to
pivot to online platforms allowed our schools to move forward and coveted awards to be presented in
October. Environmental School was viewed as a gold standard by National Garden Clubs. With Sharon
Bender’s determination, technology played an important part to make this happen. There was one
downside – the human to human connection. The very real potential to get back together in person is the
most exciting aspect of 2021. There’s a lot of catching up to do.

On a personal note, it’s hard to believe that the two years of my term as President have come to an end. The
time seems to have passed in the blink of an eye. Although difficult at times because of COVID, I enjoyed
the journey immensely. Never did I imagine that I’d be faced with the restrictions of a pandemic during my
term. During the first year of my presidency, I had the pleasure to participate in so many club activities
across the State. Meeting the many talented and committed club members was certainly a highlight. While
COVID derailed plans that I had in place to engage with many more clubs, it offered new and different
opportunities. It would have been easy to shut everything down and wait out the pandemic. That’s not what
gardeners do when faced with adversity. Together, we all dug deep and made the best of a situation despite
the constraints of the pandemic.

This couldn’t have been possible without the relentless efforts of members of the Board of The
Federation. Everyone pitched in to ensure that there was continuity with The Federation. I’m forever
thankful for how you’ve helped me over the past two years. Your efforts have elevated the posture and
importance of The Federation. Clubs were creative and found ways to move forward. We’re in great shape
heading out of this pandemic because of what we’ve been able to accomplish.

I couldn’t be more pleased that Polly Brooks will assume the mantle as the next President of The
Federation. She’s been intimately involved as a member of the Board for many years and she and I have
worked closely over the past two years. I know in my heart of hearts that she’s going to do a great job. Few
bring the passion that Polly brings to her work. The Federation is in a great place with Polly at the helm.

It’s been an honor and a pleasure to lead The Federation for the past two years. The highs far outweighed
the lows forced on us by COVID. I only wish that I had the opportunity to meet more of you in person. 

In closing, I hope that you will honor my presidency by taking my theme of “Out with Invasives and In with
Natives” to heart and continue to tackle this environmental problem. If we all do our part, we can make a
difference. It’s in our power to do so, so that future generations may continue to enjoy our beautiful State.

Arlene Field
President

President's Project Web-Page

Upcoming Events & News

Please check the Event Calendar for any Local Clubs, State or National event cancellations.

https://ctgardenclubs.org/projects/presidents/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/events/
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Do You Like us?

Did you know FGCCT is on Facebook and Instagram? Follow us to learn about upcoming events, club
happenings, milestones, and hort tips to enjoy photos of members' gardens, civics projects and more! Club
submissions are welcome and encouraged! Please include photos and a brief write up of the news your club
would like to share. These social media platforms offer a fun way to learn and connect. Let’s follow one
another! Submissions may be sent to social@ctgardenclubs.org

The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. Annual Meeting
April 14, 2021 - A Zoom Webinar

JOIN US AT THE 92nd ANNUAL MEETING

Everyone is invited to join us on Wednesday, April 14, 2021, 10:00 – 11:30 am, for The Federation’s 92nd
Annual Meeting which will be presented as a Zoom Webinar. Reservations must be received by Monday,
April 12, 2021. Click HERE for easy online registration.

We are very excited to announce that our meeting will commence with an extraordinary and inspiring
presentation by world renowned and award winning landscape designer and acclaimed author, Julie Moir
Messervy.  

Read more about the program More info and Online Registration

Read more about JMM Design Studios

SCHOLARSHIP DONATIONS: For almost 40 years, the Federation has awarded scholarships to college
and university students who major in Agronomy, Botany, City Planning, Conservation, Environmental
Studies, Floriculture, Forestry, Horticulture, Land Management, Landscape Design, Plant Pathology, or
allied subjects. The funds come from donations from our Member Clubs and other individuals and
organizations. We welcome donations of any size, especially now. If you can, please donate - thank you! 

Donate ONLINE More info on Scholarships

Gardening School Course 3, Series 8
April 28-29, 2021 - via Zoom

Join us virtually on April 28-29 to hear and see some wonderful presentations by scientists and educators
from the comfort of your home. Registration information can be found on the FGCCT website. Don’t delay,
sign up soon!

The curriculum, developed by National Garden Clubs, Inc., is customized by the course instructors. Classes
are open to the public. Garden club members who complete the series of four courses (and pass the exams)
are certified as Gardening Consultants. All gardeners can become accomplished horticulturalists.

mailto:social@ctgardenclubs.org
https://www.facebook.com/ctgardenclubs/
https://instagram.com/_garden_clubs_of_ct?r=nametag
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_PP_Lggm3QL-bUwsEz_itHg
https://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/51984c9a-4311-43f2-9356-0bf54d76efe1.pdf
https://ctgardenclubs.org/events-overview/annual-meeting-2-2-2-2-2/
https://jmmds.com/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/donate/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/education/college-scholarships/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/gardening-school/
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Our lineup for the course is fantastic!
Factors that Influence Plant Growth   
New Plant Growth and Development  
Outdoor Container Gardening
House Plant Basics
Native Trees and Shrubs
Teaching Tour
Gardening for Wildlife

Dr. Neil P. Schultes, CT Agricultural Experiment Station
Adam Wheeler, Broken Arrow Nursery
Leslie Martino, Natureworks
Leslie Martino, Natureworks
Joseph Barsky, CT Agricultural Experiment Station
Judy Preston, UConn
Judy Preston, UConn

Cheryl Cappiali, Gardening School Chair
gardeningcouncilchair@ctgardenclubs.org 

National Garden Club Life Membership

The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. honored Inge Venus with a National Garden
Clubs Life Membership

On behalf of The Federation, President Arlene Field presented Inge Venus, former President, with a
National Garden Clubs Life membership at the November 19, 2020 Board Meeting. The presentation was
made in recognition of Inge’s commitment and long-time service to The Federation and the Cheshire
Garden Club. Since the Board meeting was held virtually, First Vice President Polly Brooks, Second Vice
President Karin Pyskaty and Treasurer Shirley Hall joined Arlene on March 3rd at a nursery in Cheshire to
present the certificate and Life Membership pin to Inge in person.

Left to right – Shirley Hall, Karin Pyskaty, Arlene Field, Inge Venus, Polly Brooks

mailto:gardeningcouncilchair@ctgardenclubs.org
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A long-time member of the Board of Directors, Inge has served with distinction, including as President
from 2017-2019. A Federation Board member since 1995, Inge always wore many hats and wore them
exceedingly well. A tireless worker, Inge excelled in many positions. She conducted herself with
enthusiasm, professionalism and an infectious sense of mission. Her attention to detail and dedication to
our organization are unparalleled.

Inge was presented with a Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut Life membership in 2015, acknowledging
her efforts on behalf of the Cheshire Garden Club which she joined in 1986. Inge deserves special
recognition for her involvement with the Cheshire Garden Club’s Beauty Spot of the Month and the Holiday
Door Decorating Contest held each year and which continue to this day. She is responsible for countless
other accomplishments on behalf of the Cheshire Garden Club and The Federation which are too numerous
to list.

Thank you, Inge, for your dedication to The Federation and to the Cheshire Garden Club.

Online Calendar Submit an Event

Articles of Interest

Let's Talk About Biennials
By Renee Marsh

No, these are not a new generation of young humans – thank God. As it is, I can’t remember the difference 
between Gen X, Gen Y, and Gen Z, Millennials and Zillennials.  I hear the Steely Dan ‘Hey Nineteen' lyrics 
in my head. “She thinks I'm crazy, but I'm just growing old…”  OK Boomer … what were you talking about?
… Ah yes, flowers!  And not just any flowers but biennials, a plant type fallen out of vogue in an impatient 
world covered by mulch. In the classes I teach, I have been seeking to resurrect them for a new generation 
of gardeners – and some Boomers too.  I am also trying to save inexperienced gardeners from the trauma of 
failure.  “I planted a flowering foxglove that I bought at the grocery store and it didn’t come back.”  “I 
planted seeds of Sweet William and they didn’t bloom.”  You get the idea.   

Simply enough, biennials are plants that need two years to complete their life cycle. In the first year, these 
plants develop roots, stems and leaves. Often the stem of the plant stays short and the leaves are low to the 
ground, forming a rosette.  During the winter season, most biennials go dormant. Then the following year, 
they grow taller stems, flower, produce seeds to secure the future of the species and then die. Done, end of 
story.

Alas, that is in a perfect world.  Biennials do not always follow a strict two-year lifecycle and under extreme 
climatic conditions, a biennial plant may complete its lifecycle in a matter of months.  This behavior leads 
us to think of many biennial plants as annuals.  There actually are not many biennials but the ones that use 
this strategy make up large and successful species.

In the veggie world, that would be many in the Brassicaceae family (broccoli, cabbage, brussels sprouts, 
kale), and in the Apiaceae family (celery, carrot, parsley, dill and cilantro). Of course, because we want the 
edible parts that come in the first year of life – think carrots, celery, parsley, cilantro and cabbage – we are 
pretty miffed when the plant decides differently.  Yes, the dreaded bolting! This is often due to unsettled 
weather conditions early in the season and usually occurs after a prolonged cold spell, often during the

https://ctgardenclubs.org/events/
https://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/268e5572-bfc6-4f38-8f53-2def518014ea.pdf
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propagation phase. Cold nights, hot days and late frosts can also contribute to premature flowering. When
biennials start in the reproductive cycle they lose flavor as they put all their effort into seed production.  

Of course, if you are content to harvest the seed as a spice, whoopee!  Another benefit is that most have an
umbel-shaped flower that is VERY attractive to beneficial insects and pollinators like hover flies, ladybird
beetles, parasitoid and predatory wasps, lacewings, pirate bugs, bees, syrphid flies and tachinid
flies. Believe me, all things you want in your garden.

In the flower world, many of the “old fashioned” cottage garden plants (and weeds) are biennials.

Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta)
Canterbury bells (Campanula medium)
Honesty aka silver dollar plants (Lunaria annua) 
Pansies (Viola x wittrockiana)
Stock (Matthiola incarna)
Sweet William (Dianthus barbatus)
Angelica archangelica 

Forget-me-not (Myosotis sylvatica)
Foxglove (Digitalis purpurea)
Hollyhock (Alcea rosea)
Evening primrose (Oenothera biennis)
Queen Anne's lace (Daucus carota)
Common mullein (Verbascum thapsus)

Of course, plant breeders had to butt in and produce annual cultivars that will flower the first year from
seed, for example, foxglove and stock. Spoil sports! In fact you can speed up the whole cycle by simulating
the cold cycle in the freezer or fridge before planting. Everyone’s in a hurry…

Two of my favorite biennials are common
mullein and Queen Anne’s lace. (Weed? Who
you calling a weed sister??) I just love that
fuzzy wuzzy rosette! Of course I understand
some do not share my tolerance for this one.

Common mullein first year rosette

Common mullein in bloom

Want to go upscale? Try Daucus carota 'Dara' in pretty shades of pink and purple. Makes an awesome cut
flower but leave some heads for the spiders to overwinter in

Queen Anne's Lace Queen Anne's Lace ‘Dara’

And since we are talking weeds, let’s
consider evening primrose. I used to yank
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it out on sight until I learned that it is an
important native plant. It has a long
bloom time in fall which benefits
butterflies, caterpillars, many kinds of
bees and moths. Indeed, much of the life
cycle of the dazzling Primrose Moth
(Schinia florida) is dependent on it.  Plus,
it tolerates some pretty harsh conditions
and won’t ask much of you.  

Pictured to the left: Primrose moth

Evening primrose

Then there is Angelica archangelica, also known as Norwegian Angelica. If I come back
as a plant, this is it … statuesque (6-8 feet tall), aromatic and sweet tasting with striking
blooms. Even the name is beautiful.  It has been cultivated for centuries for medicinal
and culinary purposes. All the parts have a licorice taste. You can add the leaves to salad,
eat the stalks and young shoots like celery, make tea from the roots, or use the seed to
flavor liqueurs – Chartreuse anyone?  It wants water, so a moist, even wet soil is best. 

And lastly, the rogues of the biennial family. Forget forget-me-nots. That non-native
biennial (Myosotis sylvatica) is now considered a noxious weed and bordering on
invasive in many states. Its cousin Myosotis scorpioides is already on the Connecticut
Invasive species list. (I never did like the sappy name anyway, so no big loss.) Also on that list is garlic
mustard, many of the invasive thistles and Dame’s rocket. Now that you understand their life cycle, forget
pulling.  Just ruthlessly clip off their little flowering heads to prevent the seed cycle that will have you
weeding for life.  Happy Gardening!

Pictured to the right: Angelica archangelica

3M Provides Grant to The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. on Behalf
of 3M Volunteer
Branford, Connecticut – March, 2021. 3Mgives has donated $500 to The Federated Garden Clubs of
Connecticut, Inc (FGCCT), in recognition of Patricia Dray’s commitment to the community.

Dray is currently Public Relations Vice Chair for the FGCCT. She is an award winning floral designer, a
National Garden Clubs Inc. accredited Flower Show Judge, Certified Landscape Design Consultant, and
Master Gardener.

“3M employees and alumni generously give their time and skills to help improve lives,” said Kimberly Price,
vice-president, 3Mgives. “We are pleased to recognize their commitment to their communities.”

http://www.3mgives.com/
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As part of the 3Mgives Volunteer Match, 3M donates $500 to eligible non-profit organizations for which a
3M employee volunteers 20 hours or a 3M retiree volunteers 25 hours or more per calendar year. Since
2000, Volunteer Matches totaling over $5.6 million have gone to over 3,000 schools or non-profit
organizations in 50 states plus the District of Columbia.

3M is a recognized global leader in corporate giving, strategic philanthropy, volunteerism and community
engagement. In 2014, 3M donated more than $78 million to non-profit organizations in the U.S and 3M
employees and alumni devoted 300,000 hours to volunteer activities. For more information, visit
www.3Mgives.com and follow us @3M.

The following is a paid advertisement which may or may not express the opinion of The Federation and its members.
However, it is an environmental issue about which our members should be aware.

http://www.3mgives.com/
https://www.kensingtongardenclub.net/
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CT Residents: The Bottle Bill Needs Your Help!
Contact Your Legislators TODAY

Lawmakers in Hartford are considering a series of long-overdue updates to Connecticut’s Container
Deposit Law (aka “the Bottle Bill). This critical recycling law has been in place since 1980 and has not been
updated over time to keep up with changing market trends and inflation. Read more

To support or not support ...

When can members of clubs use the name of The Federation or their club?

While we encourage every member of every club to support or oppose legislation after due diligence, we act
as individuals. Do not invoke either the name of The Federation or a Member Club unless clubs have
received official notification that the Board of Directors voted to support or oppose a particular bill.

The Federation does follow legislation which affects air, soils, water, and topics which affect plants − which
cannot speak for themselves.

If that sounds “cute” to you, it means we follow legislation regarding commerce, within the state and
Interstate, transportation (invasives), ponds, lakes, rivers, and the Sound, Housing and Urban
Development (brownfields and sustainability), Education − in other words, everything.

In April, we celebrate Earth Day.
In April, legislatures ramp up. We encourage all citizens to pay attention.

Annual Reports are being reviewed by the Awards Committee

https://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/97bba88f-e98c-473f-b1fb-159b826debfd.pdf
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Over the next few weeks the Awards Committee Chairs are reviewing the club Annual Report submissions.
If you believe that your club has a significant project or an outstanding member worthy of award
consideration, please complete an Award Application. The application is available on The Federation's
website, "Awards by Category."

You may submit applications for numerous projects. However, I encourage you to make a compelling,
detailed nomination in only one category for each project/club member. Presenting the same nomination in
multiple categories risks the nomination being shuffled about from one category to another and not
receiving the recognition it deserves. If you attach pictures, insert them as a .pdf or .png file. Pictures
reproduced on a copier are usually blurry. Return the completed form to the appropriate Awards
Committee Chair, i.e., Civic, Garden Therapy, Horticulture, etc. Also provide a copy to the Awards Chair at
awards@ctgardenclubs.org. The deadline is May 31.

May 31 is also the deadline for nominations for the Lillian B Rathbun Award, the highest award
presented to an individual garden club member, and the Lucille Schavoir Award, the highest award
presented to a club. Complete the FGCCT Award Application and send it to the Awards Chair at
awards@ctgardenclubs.org

The October Awards Meeting is just around the corner.

Vonice Carr, Awards Chair

Earth Day ~ Thursday, April 22, 2021 ~ Restoring Our Earth & the Trex Company!
In perfect alignment with the Earth Day theme this year, "Restore Our Earth," the Trex Company is once
again offering the Trex plastic film recycling challenge. 

Would your club like to embark on a project that will benefit your community and the earth? A project to
consider is the Trex Challenge.

Last year the East Hartford Garden Club, comprised of 40 members, participated in the challenge. Their
goal was to encourage recycling and reduce the amount of plastic film in the town’s landfill.  For collecting
500 pounds of plastic film within six months, the Trex Company donated a bench made of recycled material
which was installed in a public space in their town. The club raised awareness of their garden club and,
importantly, increased consciousness of recycling plastic film. As a bonus, the club received an Award of
Excellence from The Federation for their project at the October Awards Meeting and a Conservation award
from New England Garden Clubs.

It’s a wonderful win-win project for clubs to consider. It offers an opportunity for clubs to grow as they
reach out to the community, increasing awareness about their organization and recycling. 

Visit the “Trex Recycling Challenge” webpage for full details.

Nancy Lenoce, Environmental Concerns/Conservation Chair

Announcements

Publicity Press Book Award is being discontinued!

mailto:awards@ctgardenclubs.org
mailto:awards@ctgardenclubs.org
https://www.trex.com/recycling/recycling-programs/
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The Federation Board of Directors has chosen to discontinue the Publicity Press Book Award. Publicity
Press Books already submitted have been judged, and the final award in this category will be presented at
the October 27, 2021 Awards Meeting. Publicity Press Books will no longer be accepted for award
consideration. Please review the National Garden Clubs website under “Awards,” Membership and
Promotion (MP) and Publicity (PUB), for information about awards for membership promotion on social
media sites, websites and other publicity.

Questions? Contact Awards Chair Vonice Carr at awards@ctgardenclubs.org

Tour with Gardening Friends ~ Tours for 2021!
Visit the FGCCT Tour Website page for information on upcoming tours. Even though it is too early to
register for these upcoming tours, you can be listed on the interest list to be given first chance at signing up
for these tours.

Scholarships offered by National Garden Clubs, Inc. 
This time each year National Garden Clubs, Inc. considers applicants to receive one $4,000 scholarship 
offered to a Connecticut resident attending any university or college in the United States. College students 
entering their junior or senior year or graduate program, majoring in one of the Environmental-related 
fields, may apply.

ABOUT Scholarships ~
WHEN: Established in 1982
WHY: To provide scholarships for students whose majors are in the fields related to the environment, 
agriculture, botany, forestry, and land-management
WHO can apply: The Student must be a legal resident of Connecticut, entering their junior or senior year, 
or attending a graduate school at a college or university within the 50 states. They must maintain at least a 
3.0 GPA and demonstrate financial need.
WHAT amount? The scholarships awarded depend on the yearly contributions from our Garden Clubs 
and/or individuals. Some Garden Clubs give donations in Honor or in Memory of a club member. 
Donations can range from $50- to $ 1,000. The accumulation of these donations enables the Committee to 
award meaningful aid to qualified students. Last years donations were down, as we were able to only award 
two scholarships, a total of $ 7,000. The previous year a total of $ 9,000 was awarded.
WHEN to apply: July 1st is the deadline. The Committee makes a decision by the end of July at which time 
the recipients will be notified. The Scholarship award is sent to the student’s financial aid office at the 
respective school. It is not given to the student directly.
WHERE to learn more about the recipients: at the Awards Luncheon in October.
WHERE to get more detailed information: click HERE.
WHERE to send your donations: make check payable to FGCCT Scholarships and mail to Margareta 
Kotch, 9 Declaration Rd., Southbury, CT. 06488
The Awards Committee, Judy Joly, Deb Osborne, Barbara Deysson and I are very appreciative of your 
support through the years. We receive thankful and touching notes from recipients and we know how much 
your support means to them.

Margareta Kotch, Scholarship Chair

https://www.gardenclub.org/ngc-awards
mailto:awards@ctgardenclubs.org
https://ctgardenclubs.org/events-overview/tours-2-2/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/education/college-scholarships/
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National Garden Clubs Photography Program

National Garden Clubs, Inc. is considering the development a photography program, by enhancing NGC
objectives through this exciting media. Do you have an interest in advancing your skills? Whether you are a
novice, or advanced with this topic, we want you to take advantage of this possible new endeavor. 

Through the NGC Website, we hope to broaden the scope of learning opportunities by providing expert
photographers to assist our interested garden club members. This effort is reaching out far beyond flower
shows by providing educational opportunities for any level of experience.   

Take advantage of our effort to help Photography grow in NGC. Enjoy and learn with other garden club
members with similar interests. This is available to all garden club members. If interested, contact Arabella
Dane, NGC Photography Chairman at arabellasd@aol.com to answer a short survey. Information obtained
will guide NGC for future development.  Thank you.  

Gay Austin, NGC President

Make a Personal Statement with The Federation's Special License Plate

Do you know that The Federation has a special interest automobile license plate? It’s been available for
many years from the Connecticut Department of Motor Vehicles. Think about how great this plate would
look on your car and the statement that you’d make every day.

The license plate is a beautiful design that features a creative depiction of “The Federated Garden Clubs of
Connecticut, Inc.” which includes an image of our state flower, Kalmia latifolia (commonly known as
Mountain Laurel). “Protect Wildflowers” is anchored at the bottom of the plate. Every day when you’re
driving out and about, people will see the plate. Displaying the plate is a wonderful opportunity to promote
garden clubs across the state.

Details for obtaining this special plate are available from Office Administrator Barbara Romblad. Contact
Barbara at: fgcctoffice@gmail.com or 203-488-5528.

mailto:arabellasd@aol.com
mailto:fgcctoffice@gmail.com
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Youth Activities

I’m pleased to have received many submissions to the Youth contests to forward to the New England
Garden Clubs for award consideration − one Woodsy Owl poster, two sculptures, four essays and six
poems. Congratulations to the North Haven, Wallingford and Kensington Garden Clubs who sponsored the
children who demonstrated amazing creativity, artistry and knowledge. The New England Garden Club
winners will advance to the National Garden Clubs for award consideration. Good luck to all!

As the warmer weather of spring approaches, we can teach children about the environment through
outdoor projects, all the while maintaining social distancing and wearing masks. Winter weather certainly
didn’t make our efforts easy!

National Garden Club’s Environmental Concerns and Conservation Committee encourages us to provide in-
depth creative learning and educational opportunities regarding our planet. Our children are the future
caretakers of the earth. They need environmental education in order to make smart decisions about
conserving and protecting our natural resources − air, water, forests, land and wildlife.

National Garden Clubs published a workbook titled “Ecology Warriors” which is available on the NGC
website, www.gardenclub.org.  By becoming an Ecology Warrior, we can help to save the environment
because “Choices Matter.” In upcoming editions of the CFNews, I will review one natural resource in each
issue, and suggest project ideas to teach children about each natural resource. I hope that your club will
take advantage of this information for your youth programs. 

Until then, here is information about a Scout Wildflower Patch that NGC has adopted to educate children
not only about wildflowers, but also native plants. Local garden clubs can work with Scout Troops through
hands-on experiences. Troops may sow native plants and/or wildflowers either indoors or outdoors in their
own yards or community gardens. Individual garden clubs may create their own wildflower patch design
with the Scout Troop or use Florida’s Wildflower Patch (available FREE to troops that do not wish to invest
in their own patches).

For more information, contact NGC Scout Badge Chairman Barbara Rao (click name for link).

Click HERE to read about a project for children to help our feathered friends. 

Dottie Fox, Youth Activities Chair

Keeping in Touch with Environmental Issues

Keeping an eye out for issues that are related to the mission of The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut
and the environment, it is important to know how to contact your elected representatives. Check out the
links below:

How to contact Connecticut Legislators:
portal.ct.gov/DDS/LegislativeAffairs/Legistative-Affairs/How-to-contact-Connecticut-Legislators
This link provides a list of State Senators and Representatives for Connecticut

For information on statewide legislative issues contact the General Assembly at:
https://www.cga.ct.gov/olr/actsaffecting.asp
Once on the site, look for Environmental Issues

http://www.gardenclub.org/
mailto:barbara_rao@hotmail.com
https://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/f043f367-b976-4bd9-8766-af5b04fec4af.pdf
http://www.portal.ct.gov/DDS/LegislativeAffairs/Legistative-Affairs/How-to-contact-Connecticut-Legislators
https://www.cga.ct.gov/olr/actsaffecting.asp
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How to contact U.S. Senators:
https://www.senate.gov/senators/How_to_correspond_senators.htm

How to contact U.S. Congressmen:
www.govtrack.us/congress/members/CT#representatives

 Please follow the issues and contact your representatives with your concerns, or questions.

Gerri Giordano, Legislation/Government Action Chair

Donations by Garden Clubs to our Scholarship, Garden Therapy and World Gardening Funds

We thank the following Garden Clubs for their recent donations to the FGCCT Scholarship Fund. Our
appeal is ongoing to give all of our clubs the opportunity to make a contribution in the amount of their
choosing.

Margareta Kotch is Scholarship Chair and Peggy Lajoie is Garden Therapy and World Gardening Chair.

Scholarship Donations

Middletown Garden Club
Olde Ripton Garden Club
Leetes Island Garden Club
Orchard Valley Garden Club
Garden Club of New Haven
Katherine Patrick Fund of the Gardening Consultants Council
FGCCT Board Members in honor of President Arlene Field
Landscape Design School Instructor Peter Picone donate instructor fee

$50
$50
$100
$100
$250
$1,500
$150
$250

Donations from Garden Clubs and individuals should be sent directly to the Chairs of those committees, not
to our office in Branford. This will streamline the process and the Committee Chairs will be able to
acknowledge your generous donations in a timely manner. The Committee Chairs will forward your checks
to the Assistant Treasurer for deposit. Send donations to:

Scholarship Chair, Margareta Kotch, 9 Declaration Road, Southbury, CT 06488
Garden Therapy & World Gardening Chair, Peggy Lajoie, 12 Eastview Road, Southington, CT 06489

How do your World Gardening Donations work?

Publications from National Garden Clubs, Inc.

 and New England Garden Clubs, Inc.

March/April of Keeping in Touch February issue of Northern Exposure

https://www.senate.gov/senators/How_to_correspond_senators.htm
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/members/CT#representatives
mailto:scholarships@ctgardenclubs.org
mailto:worldgardening@ctgardenclubs.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/7fec819d-4690-45cd-9247-f2ffa4aa3135.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/433a5c32-2401-4783-ba59-76cb8a7ba1ac.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/7b11513a-0154-4d25-8157-d7451aad787b.pdf
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Tips to use online calendar and submitting a calendar event - click buttons below.
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram

Event Calendar Navigation Submit an Event

URGENT NOTICE
ALL FGCCT CLUBS MUST FILE WITH THE IRS!

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR CLUB PRESIDENTS AND TREASURERS

To maintain your garden club's Tax Exemption status, your club MUST file with the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) EVERY
YEAR. You must file a form 990, 990-EZ, or 990N (the e-postcard).

Clubs that fail to file an annual 990-series return or notice, for three consecutive years, will AUTOMATICALLY lose their
tax-exempt status.

CLICK HERE FOR INFORMATION
or Go To

www.irs.gov, then click link for "Charities & Non-Profits."

Deadline to submit articles/photos, ads and calendar events for the June/July 2021 issue of The
Connecticut Federation News is May 10, 2021. Please submit to:

ARTICLES/PHOTOS
Marty Sherman
CFNewsManager@ctgardenclubs.org

ADVERTISING
Barbara Rombald
PO Box 854, Branford, CT 06405
203.488.5528
fgcctoffice@gmail.com

CALENDAR
Ellie Tessmer
Club Event Submission Form

Direct Circulation Queries to: Office Administrator, FGCCT, PO Box 854, Branford, CT 06405

How To
 Reach Us

Contact Us

State, Regional &
 National Events

View All Events

Quick Links

About Us

Membership

https://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/ba885ee3-0b7a-4aa3-9ea9-4e991090c91b.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/268e5572-bfc6-4f38-8f53-2def518014ea.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/ctgardenclubs/
https://instagram.com/_garden_clubs_of_ct?r=nametag
https://www.irs.gov/charities-and-nonprofits
http://www.irs.gov/
mailto:CFNewsManager@ctgardenclubs.org
mailto:fgcctoffice@gmail.com
https://ctgardenclubs.org/members-login/tips-for-clubs/how-to-publicize-your-event/club-event-submission-form/
mailto:fgcctoffice@gmail.com
https://ctgardenclubs.org/contact/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/events/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/about-us/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/membership/
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Sign up for Emails View Local Events

Education

Projects
Awards

6400 Members 121 Clubs 27 Affiliates

Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. | PO Box 854, Branford, CT 06405

https://ctgardenclubs.org/
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001ud8mz_jvjBRkFV743fTBj1ejfP1WscMc
https://ctgardenclubs.org/events/category/local/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/education/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/projects/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/awards/



