
 

91st Annual Awards Meeting 

October 28, 2020 

A Webinar 

At 10:00 a.m. Courtney Dastis-Galvin, the webinar facilitator, provided a brief overview of a 

webinar experience.  President Arlene Field followed and welcomed 369 registered participants to 

the Annual Awards Meeting. She gave special thanks to Nan Merolla and Vonice Carr,  as well as 

Barbara Romblad, for their tireless efforts in organizing this special celebration of garden clubs and 

individuals who have accomplished so much this past year. 

Due to unforseen technical difficulties, National Garden Clubs President Gay Austin was unable to 

join the meeting.  Renee Marsh graciously agreed to present the NGC awards on her behalf. 

Meetings Chair Nan Merolla provided details of the “Pumpkins on Parade” floral design challenge 

which was organized by Judges Council Chair Trish Manfredi.  Six entries out of 39 submitted 

were selected by three judges from Rhode Island, Massachusetts and Connecticut.  Photos of the six 

designs  were displayed throughout the webinar.  At the end of program, participants voted for their 

favorite design.  

New England Garden Clubs Director Suzanne Bushnell presented the awards received from New 

England Garden Clubs. 

President Field had the honor of introducing the recipient of the Bronze Medal, Jane von Trapp, 

Chief Executive Officer of the Bartlett Arboretum and Gardens who joined the webinar. A pre-

recorded video of the actual presentation of the Bronze Medal to Jane von Trapp was shown 

which also included a tour of highlights at the Arboretum.  Participating with Arlene was Former 

President Jane Waugh who nominated Jane von Trapp for this award. 

Awards Chair Vonice Carr explained that the awards booklet and awards certificates would be 

mailed to each club president following the webinar. 

Second Vice President Karin Pyskaty presented the Connecticut Tribute Awards and stated that 

each recipient will be sent a certificate and a Tribute Award  pin. 

On behalf of Advisory Council Chair Inge Venus, Vonice Carr announced the four clubs that 

were presented with the Award of Honor.  
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Additional Connecticut Federation awards were announced by the respective committee chairs or 

designated substitutes: 

• Civic Development Awards  (Vonice Carr for Jan Hickox) 

• Environmental Concerns/ Conservation Awards  (Nancy Lenoce) 

• Flower Show Awards  (Trish Manfredi) 

• Garden Therapy Awards  (Peggy Lajoie) 

• Historic/Mamorial/PublicGardens Awards  (Carol Steiner) 

• Horticulture Awards  (Renee Marsh) 

• Public Relations and Communication Awards  (Becky Paul) 

• Scholarships  (Arlene Field for Margareta Kotch) 

• Yearbook Awards  (Vonice Carr for Inge Venus) 

• Youth Activites  (Dottie Fox) 

• Special Certificates  (VoniceCarr) 

• Good Deed Citations and Certificates of Appreciation  (Vonice Carr)  

After Ginni Donovan was announced as the winner of the floral design challenge, President Field 

congratulated the clubs and individual members who received awards. She encouraged clubs to find 

ways to stay engaged with their members while we are restricted from gathering in large numbers 

and thanked everyone for attending the webinar presentation.   

 

Kathy Feller 

Recording Secretary 


