
 
 

Minutes of the Board Meeting 

July 15, 2020 
Via Zoom 

 

 

 

 

 

Present:, Sharon Bender, Polly Brooks, Joan Burgess, Cheryl Cappiali, Vonice Carr, Kathy 

Feller, Arlene Field, Dottie Fox, Gerri Giordano, Jennifer Haddon, Shirley Hall, Shelley 

Hedberg, Susan Laursen, Nancy Lenoce, Kathy Lindroth, Terry Lubman, Trish Manfredi, Renee 

Marsh, Nan Merolla, Gini Mita, Maria Nahom, Donna Nowak, Lesley Orlowski, Karin Pyskaty, 

Barbara Romblad, Krista Swanson-Fiorini, Ellie Tessmer, Peggy Townsend  

 

Excused:  Ginni Donovan, Margareta Kotch, Peggy Lajoie, Jane Polacco, Ronnie Schoelzel, 

Inge Venus 

 

Absent: Jan Hickcox, Becky Paul, Carol Steiner 

 

President Arlene Field called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. The meeting began with the 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America led by Nan Merolla.  President 

Field welcomed all Board members and Former Presidents Jane Waugh, Maria Nahom, and 

Donna Nowak.  

President Field reminded everyone that when the First Call to the Board Meeting goes out, 

everyone should respond to both the President and the Recording Secretary Kathy Feller as to 

their intention to attend as well as any report and/or motion that will be presented. Additionally, 

Motions should also be provided to the Parliamentarian, Maria Nahom. These must be received 

no later than Monday morning preceding the Board meeting. 

Recording Secretary:  Kathy Feller 

The Minutes of the May 20, 2020 Board of Directors meeting were approved as corrected.   

 

President:  Arlene Field  

• Arlene received the awards from National Garden Club which will be distributed in October.  

• We provided Kristie Gonsalves of Northeast East Expos “hold harmless” language to be included 

in the Letter of Intent for the Connecticut Flower Show. We are still waiting to learn whether it 

will be executed. 

• With the help of Sharon Bender, plans to hold Environmental School virtually are progressing. 

• Innovative plans for Club Presidents Day and the Awards Meeting are being pursued. 

Next Meeting – Club Presidents’ Day 

September 16, 2020 
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First Vice President and Headquarters Director:  Polly Brooks 
 

Polly participated in several Zoom meetings, particularly for the upcoming Environmental 

School. 

 

Membership totals as of 7/12/20: 

Total Clubs – 120 

Total membership – 6,380 

Total Affiliate Organizations – 27 

Total Constant Contact – 5,366 

 

Second Vice President:  Karin Pyskaty 

Karin reported her many activities including her work on reviewing nominations for Tribute 

Awards. 

 

Treasurer:  Shirley Hall  

Treasurer Shirley Hall reported that as of June 30th, the Balance Sheet totaled $427,519, of 

which $50,231 is in restricted Council accounts and $36,289 is in restricted Donations. A 

Year-to-Date P&L and Balance Sheet are attached to these Minutes.  Treasurer Hall’s 

complete report is included in the Addendum to these Minutes. 

 

Reports of Committee Chairs  

Awards:  Vonice Carr 
• So far, 123 award applications and 211 annual reports have been received.  

• A vote was taken, and Jane von Trapp was selected to receive the Bronze Medal. 

• Vonice would like annual reports to be submitted electronically in the future. 

• Inge Venus is storing the retired silver awards – both The Federation’s and New England 

Garden Clubs’ − at her home. 

 

Blue Star Memorials: Krista Swanson- Fiorini. 
 

Before the pandemic, two new markers were in the works. Krista reported that there has been a 

price increase for the markers. 

 

Environmental Concerns/ Conservation: Nancy Lenoce 
 

Fifty reports were submitted this year. Nancy encouraged clubs to submit annual reports and to 

apply for state awards. 

 

Environmental School: Sharon Bender  

Sharon is encouraging more Connecticut members to sign up for Environmental School. Practice 

Zoom sessions are scheduled to prepare participants for the virtual class. 
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Judges Council:  Trish Manfredi   

• Judges Council meetings have been cancelled due to the pandemic. 

• An online survey provided Trish data on possible participation at future JC meetings as 

well as the Connecticut Flower Show. 

• A panel of judges is assisting the Rhode Island Federation in judging photos of their 

designs. 

• The Tri-State New England Symposium is rescheduled for August 2021. 

• The New Jersey Symposium has been cancelled and will probably be held next year 

 

Meetings:  Nan Merolla  

The Federation’s 91st Annual Awards Meeting scheduled for October will not be held at Aqua 

Turf due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Nan is looking into the possibility of holding a virtual 

meeting. 

Scholarship: Margareta Kotch 

Anastasia Salisbury was awarded a $4,000 scholarship from National Garden Clubs. She 

is majoring in “Urban Ecology and Sustainability” at Suffolk University in Boston. 

The deadline for the FGCCT scholarship applications has been extended to July 15th. 

State Projects and CAES Liaison: Ellie Tessmer 

CFNews and Website Calendars   

• Updated the calendar with cancellations and upcoming ‘virtual presentations.’ 

CAES Liaison:  

• New director: Dr. Jason White 

• Plant Science Day scheduled for August 5th will be a virtual event. 

President’s Project: Invasives. 

• Keep weeding and mowing to keep invasive plant growth in check. 

• See addendum for list of useful web resources. 

 

Tours:  Kathy Lindroth   

Possible trips for 2021 (pending improved Covid restrictions) are: 

• Historic Virginia Garden Week − April 19-25, 2021 

• Brandywine Valley Spectacular − June 10-13, 2021 

• Grand Canyon and Red Rocks Country − September 26-October 5, 2021 

 

“Cancel for any Reason” insurance is recommended. 
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Youth Activities: Dottie Fox 

Savanna Alleyne, sponsored by the North Haven Garden Club, was the first- place winner of the 

NGC poetry contest for the New England Region. 

“Exploring Backyard Mysteries” is the poetry contest theme for 2020-2021.  The theme for 

the high school essay contest is “Adapting Our Actions to Protect Our Natural Habitats.” 

 

New Business:   
• Club Presidents’ Day in September will be a virtual event.  

• Plans for the Awards Meeting plans are moving forward.  This will also be a virtual 

event. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 12:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Kathy Feller, Recording Secretary 

 

Attachments:  
Year-to-Date P&L and Balance Sheet as of June 30, 2020 

 

 


