
 

Minutes 

Club Presidents’ Day Meeting 

September 16, 2020 

 

A Virtual Event 
 

President Arlene Field called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and welcomed over 100 

attendees from member garden clubs as well as former FGCCT President Donna Nowak and 

Board members. 

  

Board members present included Polly Brooks, Cheryl Cappiali, Vonice Carr, Ginni Donovan, 

Kathy Feller, Arlene Field, Dottie Fox, Gerri Giordano, Shirley Hall, Shelley Hedberg, Susan 

Laursen, Nancy Lenoce, Kathy Lindroth, Terry Lubman, Trish Manfredi, Renee Marsh, Gini 

Mita, Lesley Orlowski, Karin Pyskaty, Jane Polacco, Kelle Ruden, Krista Swanson-Fiorini, Ellie 

Tessmer, Peggy Townsend,  

 

Announcing the theme of the meeting, “Onward,” President Field gave an overview of The 

Federation and Affiliate organizations. She said the goal for the meeting is to help clubs thrive, 

especially in these unusual circumstances as a result of the Coronavirus. 

 

The following Board members addressed the attendees:  

 

• Second Vice President Karin Pyskaty discussed membership, reminding clubs that any 

updated contact information should be shared with Barbara Romblad as it occurs.    

Karin also spoke about Tribute Awards. 

• Treasurer Shirley Hall discussed the importance of being prepared. Presidents should 

work closely their Treasurers to keep abreast of IRS and State regulations that impact 

their clubs.  Shirley recommended that a Calendar of responsibilities for Club 

Treasurers including reminders and due dates would be helpful. 

• Awards Chair Vonice Carr reported the due dates for award applications: 

− Annual reports − April 1 

− FGCCT Award applications − May 31 

− Public Relations − October 15 

− Publicity Press Books − January 25 

 

President Field covered the following topics: 

• Our newsletter, the CFNews 

• Our website www.ctgardenclubs.org 

• Federation and National Garden Clubs scholarships 

• Grants available through The Federation and National Garden Clubs 

http://www.ctgardenclubs.org/
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• Blue Star Memorials 

• Tours scheduled for 2021 

• Youth projects 

• The Federation’s Special License Plate 

 

First Vice President Polly Brooks informed attendees about our four schools: Environmental, 

Flower Show, Gardening, and Landscape Design. As of now, the only school being offered is 

Environmental School which will be virtual. 

   

President Field mentioned that the Directory of Board Members is available on the website. 

She also introduced Kelle Ruden as the new Social Media Chair. 

Karin Pyskaty shared many club successes with a selection of photos provided by clubs. 

Following the presentations by Board members, club members were divided into breakout 

groups to share ideas about what clubs are doing during the pandemic.   

 

Arlene Field concluded the day with a few additional remarks: 

• The Connecticut Flower Show has been cancelled due to the pandemic. 

• There is no Smokey Bear poster contest this year.  

• Several positions on the Board will become vacant in April. 

• Information about the Awards Meeting will be available soon. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathy Feller, Recording Secretary 


