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NATIONAL GARDEN CLUBS AWARDS
(As chosen by the National Garden Club in May 2020)

Scholarship
NGC Helen Hussey Champlin Award

Anastasia N. Salisbury
$4,000.00 Award

The Hazel Johnson Award (Conservation Education)
along with a $100.00 check
Rowayton Gardeners
First Place and Overall Winner
Extra Large Club

Helen S. Hull Designer of the Year
along with $100.00 check
Ginni Donovan
Connecticut
Suburban Garden Club of Cheshire and Cheshire Garden Club

Membership Promotion Social Media Page by Members

The North Haven Garden Club
First Place, Small Club
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Publications — Tommy Donnan Certificate
Riverside Garden Club
One Hundred Years of Riverside Garden Club
1919-2019 History Booklet
First Place, Medium Club

Publications — Tommy Donnan Certificate
Arbor Garden Club of Clinton
2020 Calendar Fine Arts and Flowers
First Place, Small Club

Yearbook Certificates of Commendation

Connecticut Judges Council
First Place

The Leete’s Island Garden Club
First Place, Class IV (44-69 members)

Youth Poetry Award
Savanna Alleyne

The North Haven Garden Club
First Place Winner — Third Grade




NGC Certificates of Appreciation
For Participating in the NGC Awards Program 2019

Community Beautification
Town and Country Garden Club of Newtown

Community Gardens
The Simsbury Garden Club

Membership Brochure
Garden Club of Orange

Membership/Promotion: Website
Essex Garden Club

Newsletter
Greens Farms Garden Club




NEW ENGLAND GARDEN CLUBS AWARDS
As presented at the Fourth Annual NEGC Meeting
October 14, 2020
For 2019-2020
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LAURA WETMORE CONSERVATION AWARD

Established in 1968 by Mrs. E. Van Dyke Wetmore for work done by member
clubs in Environmental Education and Conservation.
Each state may submit one entry.

East Hartford Garden Club
for their plastic film recycling project.

THE MARY LOUISE MARKS SMITH

FLOWER SHOW SCHEDULE AWARD
Established in 1987 for the best schedule for a Standard or a Small Standard
Flower Show presented by a State, District or Judge’s Council.

A certificate of merit will be presented to the winning club.

Ginni Donovan, Show Chair
Trish Manfredi, Schedule Author

The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc.
Connecticut State Flower Show

Spring into Connecticut




VIRGINIA F. THURSON LANDSCAPE DESIGN AWARD
Established in 1989 for a landscape design education program or project using
good design for public benefit. A $100 award accompanies this award.
Each state may submit one entry.

Farmington Garden Club
for the Farmington Village Green Project

VIRGINIA KENNEY/MAUREEN COLTON AWARD
Established in 1995 by Virginia Kenney and Maureen Colton (RI) for the best
Horticulture Division in a Standard or Small Standard Flower Show.

A $25 annual award will be presented to the winning member club.

Daytime Gardeners of North Haven
An NGC Horticulture Specialty Flower Show
Color Your World

DEANNA J. MOZZOCHI CREATIVE DESIGN AWARD
Established in 2004, this award is for the best Creative Design of the year,
exhibited by an NGC member at a Standard or Small Standard Flower Show,
arrangers’ group, library, museum, gallery, etc.

A certificate and $50 will be presented annually to the winner.

Victoria Hamet, The Garden Club of Old Greenwich
An NGC Small Standard Flower Show

Oktoberfest
sponsored by Riverside Garden Club and
The Garden Club of Old Greenwich




%lang Gard®

MAUREEN COLTON AWARD
Established in 2005 by Maureen Colton (RI) for the best class of designs
exhibited by NGC members in the Design Division of a Standard or Small
Standard Flower Show. The winner receives a Certificate of Merit.

The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc.
Connecticut Flower Show
Spring into Connecticut
Inspiration from the Landscape
Down on the Shore
Fly Fishing Fun

THE MARIA J. NAHOM TABLE DESIGN AWARD
Established in 2015 by Maria J. Nahom (CT), it is awarded to the best Table
Design exhibited in a Standard or Small Standard Flower Show.

A certificate and $75 award may be presented annually to the winner.

Jean Menze, Bethany Garden Club
An NGC Small Standard Flower Show
Teatime in the Garden

NATIONAL GARDENING ASSOCIATION AWARD
Established in 2010, a certificate of merit may be awarded to a New England
Regional Garden Club for their work with children or junior garden clubs who
create an edible garden.

Each state may submit one entry.

Wilton Garden Club
for their Green Teens Program
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JOYCE A. KIMBALL CONTAINER GARDENING AWARD
Established in 2013 by Joyce A. Kimball for the most outstanding container
garden display designed for a public space.

The North Haven Garden Club
for the creative use of vintage bicycles as planters

YEARBOOKS
Connecticut Judges Council

First Place
and

The Leete’s Island Garden Club
First Place, Class 1V (44-69 members)

ESSAY CONTEST
Aishwarya Benzy

First Place Winner
Sponsored by the Cheshire Garden Club

YOUTH POETRY AWARD
Savanna Alleyne

First Place Winner — Third Grade
Sponsored by The North Haven Garden Club

W‘H'W
TOFFIOR %N XN OFF R " X

9




The Federated Garden Clubs
of Connecticut, Inc.

AWARDS
(For work performed between June 1, 2019 and May 31, 2020)

THE BRONZE MEDAL

Jane von Trapp is the honored recipient of the 2020 Bronze Medal, The
Federation’s highest award, to recognize her lifetime achievements in the
fields of innovative landscape design, publication of numerous
gardening-related books as well as significant enhancements to the
gardens at Bartlett Arboretum in Stamford.

Jane has more than 40 years of horticultural experience. After graduating
with a degree in Plant and Soil Science from the University of Vermont,
she owned a landscaping and wholesale nursery business in Vermont as
well as a retail garden center.

Jane is a landscape designer and past president of both the Vermont
Association of Professional Horticulturists and the New England Nursery
Association. She has authored three how-to landscaping books --
Landscape Doctor, Landscaping from the Ground Up and Landscape
Makeover Book. Jane is also a researcher and writer for the American
Horticultural Society’s A-Z Encyclopedia of Garden Plants. In addition,
she has contributed to several magazines and books, including Martha
Stewart Living, This Old House Magazine, and Landscaping for
Dummies.
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Under Jane’s leadership, significant enhancements have been made to the
gardens at the Bartlett Arboretum, a 91-acre gem in Stamford. The
gardens include a pinetum — a grouping of needled evergreens, a dwarf
conifer collection, a magnolia collection and various vegetable and
perennial gardens. The most recent enhancement has been the addition of
an ADA accessible Sensory Garden, a $100,000 project. It includes a
raised bed for sensory exploration. Other gardens that have been added
during her tenure are the Alice Smith ‘Fern Allee,” a pathway bordered
by more than 60 fern varieties; the ‘Word Garden,” which has stones
etched with a word that can be arranged as poems or aphorisms; and the
renovated Jane Bartlett Heisinger Wildflower Garden.

During these difficult times of the COVID pandemic, families have found
the Bartlett Arboretum to be an urban oasis in Stamford. Under Jane’s
leadership, the Arboretum was kept open for walking trails and as a
healthy place to enjoy nature. Each day, scores of people of every age
visit the Bartlett. While the grounds have been open, the educational
buildings, greenhouse and gallery have been off limits to the public.
However, programs such as ‘Yappy Hour’ continue via Zoom. The
regular eight weeks of summer camp, including spots for scholarship
students, happened with a slightly modified program.

New events and programs have attracted new audiences and built
community within the Bartlett. Also, new contributors have been
attracted to support the work of the Arboretum. Initiatives including
digitizing the 5,000 specimens of the Bartlett Herbarium, founded in
1888, and making them available on line; ‘Yappy Night,” which is
basically a singles night with beverages provided by sponsors; and a Dog
membership fundraiser, which includes a free Bartlett leash.

Jane’s ability to handle a difficult situation to the benefit of the local
community is commendable, and she has created innovative ways to
encourage donations for continued income for the organization. Webinars
have replaced many in-person classes, and topics such as ‘Know Your
Weeds’ and ‘Herbs,” became unexpectedly popular outreach programs.

For all her accomplishments, we are pleased to present the Bronze Medal
to Jane von Trapp.
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CONNECTICUT TRIBUTE AWARDS
Karin Pyskaty, Chair

May be awarded to a members of the Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut,
who have made outstanding contributions in the following categories: Civic
Development, Communication, Conservation, Design, Garden Therapy,
Horticulture, Landscape Design, Photography and Youth. A Tribute Award for
All-Around Excellence is also offered.

Civic Development

Suzanne Knutson
Wilton Garden Club

Suzanne has been the heart and soul of the Wilton Garden Club Civic
activities for the past 10 years. Under her stewardship the committee
maintains six lush, beautiful gardens around the town of Wilton. She
carefully designs the gardens and ensures that they are lovingly
maintained with the help of the club members and a bit of “hired help”
for the heavy lifting. Each spring she carefully curates a collection of
colorful annuals for planting in each of the gardens to ensue summer long
color to compliment the varied shrubs and perennials. Prior to planting
the six gardens, the civic committee prunes and tidies each area. This
year all the annuals were grown from seed or propagated from members’
plants in the Wilton Garden Club greenhouse.

As a talented landscape architect, Suzanne has done all she can, with the
help of her committee, to ‘Make Wilton Beautiful.” Under her
supervision, the club not only maintains the gardens in town but also
conducts civic workshops to create holiday wreaths and flower baskets
that adorn the downtown and many of the town buildings. In addition to
wreaths and baskets, Suzanne, along with her co-chair Linda Schmidt and
committee, create several dozen evergreen arrangements, which are
delivered by a Girl Scout troop to folks in need of cheering. In addition,
ten large centerpieces are created and donated to Ambler Farm and sold
at their Holiday Greens Sale to benefit the farm.
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Conservation

Michalah Bracken
Branford Garden Club

The town of Branford Public Works Department approached the
Branford Garden Club to redesign a neglected garden near Branford
Point, a popular sightseeing area. As chair of the Environmental
Concerns and Conservation Committee, Michalah assumed leadership of
the project. With a team of approximately eight volunteers, Michalah
removed all the invasive plants that had taken over the area and replaced
them with native shrubs. The Public Works Department installed a
plague acknowledging the efforts of the Branford Garden Club in
planting and maintaining the garden.

During the first heat wave in July of 2019, the garden was invaded by
aphids. Michalah and her crew removed the pests by hand to avoid using
any chemicals that might leach into the nearby harbor. This level of care
and conservation is one of Michalah’s hallmarks. She is not only a
believer, but also a doer, ensuring that our environment is not only
conserved but is pesticide free.

Design
Maria J. Nahom
Danbury Garden Club

Despite all the amazing design credentials Maria possesses, it is evident
that she designs for the love of the craft, not the awards! As a well-
respected designer and flower show judge, Maria has been invited to
submit designs for the annual Fine Art and Flowers exhibit at Hartford’s
Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art and the New Britain Museum of
American Art. She has been invited numerous times to judge at the
Philadelphia Flower Show, the Boston Flower Show and the Newport
Flower Show.
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With all that Maria is involved in, she never neglects the Danbury Garden
Club. She is active in all the club’s affairs. She is a quiet, humble and
no-nonsense person who gets things done. When it comes to entering
Flower Shows, she lets other have their first choices and then she takes
on the “hard to fill” classes. She has faithfully supported the FGCCT
Flower Show in Hartford by entering, judging and serving on the Flower
Show Committee.

Garden Therapy

Diana Simmons
Suffield Garden Club, Inc.

Diana became the chair of the Suffield Garden Club’s Garden Therapy
Program in 2007 and has been the backbone of the program ever since.
Since the town of Suffield didn’t have a nursing home, the committee
began their program at the Parkway Pavilion across the river in Enfield.
Diana was masterful at organizing the club members’ participation. She
assured flowers were abundant for weekly floral design sessions with the
residents and developed great communication with the staff. During the
winter she found the best prices for the flowers we purchased.

In 2009, Suffield House opened and the club/committee wanted to
service a nursing home in Suffield. Diana felt that considering the good
relationship the club had with Parkway Pavilion it would be hard to
leave; so after winning club support, she began the process of setting up a
second program.

It is Diana Simmons’ enthusiasm, dedication to the core values of serving

others and hard work that drives these programs and keeps the Suffield
Garden Club membership involved.

14



Horticulture
Kerstin Andersson
Southbury Garden Club

Kerstin, who joined the Southbury Garden Club in 2002, is a Master
Gardener and has chaired both the Civic and the Horticulture Committees
for a number of years. Her interest in plants and gardening began as a
child in her native Sweden where she grew up on a tree farm.

At each club meeting Kerstin presents a detailed talk about recent
developments in horticulture and the environment. Each talk features a
specific plant and its unique requirement. She is dedicated to organic
gardening and has helped many members eliminate chemicals from their
properties. As a chemical engineer, she understands and shares aspects
of soil science and plant nutrition.

In 2019, when the club developed their pollinator garden at Settlers Park
and the gardens at the Pool House in Ballentine Park, Kerstin
recommended soil preparation and suitable native plants as well as
volunteering many hours of physical labor! Kerstin personifies the type
of member who works tirelessly on any project the club undertakes
without any desire for recognition!

Photography

Marge Muzyczka
Orchard Valley Garden Club

Marge has been an active member of the Orchard Valley Garden Club
since joining in 2006. Her club activity includes two terms as Secretary
and multiple years of both Fairy Fest and Plant Sale coordinator. In
2011 she began five years as President. Since then, she has been an
active Past President. Designated as the official club photographer in
2019, she has been photo-documenting club activities.
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Marge has applied her talent to club activities, taking photographs of
events such as Fairy Fest, plant sale, club meetings, and gardening
projects. Her photos have been submitted with press releases, which are
used on our website and in social media. For the club’s activities with
Genevieve’s Teaching Garden at Thalberg School, Marge has not only
taken photos, but she has also used them to create a scrapbook of the
students’ activities for their classroom.

Her photography has also been used to enrich the club in other ways. For
several years she has created note cards using mounted photographs of
flowers, gardens, and nature themes. They have been sold at the Orchard
Valley plant sale and given as gifts to members celebrating special
events. Marge’s work was also used to illustrate the club’s yearbook.
Her talent has enriched the activities of the Orchard Valley Garden Club.

Youth

Flo Vannoni
Redding Garden Club

At the request of Dr. Katherine Nuzzo of Joel Barlow High School, Flo
Vannoni volunteered to advise and work with the Unified Garden
program for special needs students at JBHS. Dr. Nuzzo secured grants
from local businesses as well as volunteers to cover the cost of plant
materials, mulch and tools. Flo worked with Sally Pfeifer, another
Redding Garden Club member, the staff and teachers to select the garden
site, the native plants and the garden design. A photo journal was
prepared to show how the garden evolved. Students reported plant dates
on Journey North, a citizen science platform for educators and the general
public. The site is considered a part of the Redding Pollinator Pathway

Through the efforts of all involved with the Unified Garden program, the
National Wildlife Federation awarded the site a “Certified Wildlife
Habitat.” A plaque was installed on a stone at the garden donated by the
Redding Garden Club.
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All-Around Excellence

Tina Collias
West Hartford Garden Club

There is very little Tina has not touched during the 50 years she has been
an active member of The West Hartford Garden Club! Over the years
she has served on seven committees, chaired five of them multiple times
including the Floral Design Study group for 20 years! In addition to her
committee work, Tina served as President, Vice President, Recording
Secretary, Advisor and Strategic Planning Chair.

Her involvement in the FGCCT Historic Garden Committee led to the
task of salvaging the historic Victorian Butler-McCook House and
Garden. This garden was rehabilitated to what is now a historic gem in
downtown Hartford. The West Hartford Garden Club members continue
to faithfully tend the garden.

As an accredited Flower Show Judge, Tina has shared her considerable
talent and love of floral design with others by leading design workshops
and teaching the art of floral design. She is often an exhibitor at West
Hartford Garden Club flower shows, the Connecticut Flower Show, as
well as the Fine Art and Flowers Show at the Wadsworth Atheneum
Museum of Art.

Elizabeth Park has also benefited from Tina’s efforts and energy. Tina
and Lina Wagner, President of FGCCT at the time, founded and formed
the Friends of Elizabeth Park, a small group that stopped the demolition
of the Rose Garden and saved what we are fortunate to have today.
Having served on the board of Elizabeth Park Conservancy from 1977 to
2006, she was named an Honorary Lifetime Director in 2015.

Wﬂow
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AWARD OF HONOR
Established in 1959, the Award of Honor may be conferred on a garden club,
which over a period of five years has maintained a record of exceptional
achievement in upholding the aims and purposes of The Federation.
A club does not apply for this award. The clubs’ various achievements are
point scored by the Chair of the FGCCT Advisory Council.
No club shall receive this award in two consecutive years. Awards are
presented in each of the four club sizes.

Small Club (1 to 29)
The North Haven Garden Club

Medium Club (30 to 59)
Suburban Garden Club of Cheshire

Large Club (60 to 99)
The Wallingford Garden Club

Extra Large Club (100 and over)
Branford Garden Club

W-p%
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THE LILLIAN M. RATHBUN AWARD
Established in 1990 by the Lyme Garden Club, this award may be presented
annually to an individual involved in all phases of garden club work. It is
considered the highest award presented to an individual garden club member.

Deborah Osborne
The Garden Club of Newtown

Deborah Osborne has been a vibrant member of the Garden Club of
Newtown since 1999. She has been co-president for three years and has
held a leadership role every year since she joined.

More than an organizer, Deb is a worker. She cleans and revitalizes the
historical and memorial gardens that the Club maintains. She helps plant,
weed and harvest vegetables grown in the Victory Garden and donated to
the town’s food pantry. She creates and supervises the youth projects for
the Earth Day Celebration table. December finds Deb cutting greens and
carting bags and bags of them to the workshops for the annual Greens
and Gifts fundraiser. Then, she’s not done; she’ll assemble kissing balls
and wreaths always using her creativity to try out new creations. Deb is a
doer and a leader.

Deborah is also a volunteer. Deb annually creates floral designs for
exhibition at the Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art’s Fine Arts and
Flower event. She encourages and mentors other club members to
exhibit. She has led countless design workshops and demonstrations for
our Club. She recently wrote the Schedule and chaired our NGC
Standard Flower Show, A Party in the Garden. As a member of the
exploratory committee for the local Pollinator Pathway Initiative, she
demonstrated her commitment to the environment.

Beyond club activities, Deborah has volunteered in all capacities at the
Connecticut Flower Show. She has won blue ribbons in horticulture,
design and educational exhibits. She showed her creative skills with the
Club’s entry depicting The Hunger Games tablescape at a recent FGCCT
Awards Meeting.
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Finally, Deborah is the epitome of cooperation. She is a friend to all;
never seeks accolades, never tires and never gives up. She possesses a
quiet confidence, which makes her a valued member of the Garden Club
of Newtown. We applaud Deb and proudly announce her as the Lillian
M. Rathbun Award recipient.

LUCILLE SCHAVOIR AWARD

Established in 1978, this award may be presented annually to a club for
outstanding garden club work during the awards year, June 1 through
May 31. This award is the highest award presented to a club.

The Stafford Garden Club

The Stafford Garden Club, having previously established and
landscaped the Hyde Park Memorial garden, the parklet in the center of
town, and the Spring Street garden, between the river and a commuter
parking lot, chose to celebrate the Stafford Springs’ Tricentennial by
planting and maintaining their cityscape gardens spring through fall of
the Tricentennial year. They placed 22 hanging baskets on utility poles,
and planted over 100 flats and 1,300 3-inch pots in various planters in
town. The club purchased the seeds with money from donations and a
local grower started the plants in his greenhouses at no charge. The town
plantings were watered from a 55-gallon drum with an electric pump that
was pulled though town by the club members twice a day. The plantings
included the Holt Memorial Fountain, Warren Memorial Town Hall, the
statue of Columbia in Hyde Park, Soldiers Monument, Heritage Park, the
Stafford Community Center, Main Street plantings, Spring Street
plantings, the Christopher Allen Bridge and Stafford Hollow. This effort
was maintained by 100% participation of every member of the club.

TOFFOR "R ZXNT TR .
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CIVIC DEVELOPMENT
Jan Hickcox, Chair

PRESIDENTS’ AWARD
Established in 1985 to honor all former State Federation Presidents by former
Federation President Sally Shumway (1983-1985), this award may be presented
to a club for an outstanding community project.

Branford Garden Club is recognized for their joint project with the
Branford Arts and Cultural Council in the creation of the Joseph Trapasso
Community House Garden and Sculpture. A competition among
Branford’s middle school students for a sculptural design produced the
winning design - a metal ‘tree’ - that was fabricated by a local artist and
set on the north side of the Community House. The sculpture is
complimented by a garden designed by Bonnie McKirdy and planted by
club members. The garden includes native pollinator friendly plants,
shrubs and a memorial bench. The Club’s other new projects are the
Branford Pollinator Pathway connecting to the Connecticut Pollinator
Pathway Project and Branford Point Native Garden adjacent to the Town
Beach and Branford harbor.

LEE BAUERFELD BEAUTIFICATION AWARD
Established in 2002 by the Branford Garden Club, may be presented annually to
a club or individual for an outstanding civic project that benefits the community

both aesthetically and environmentally and is designed to encourage further
improvement.

The Farmington Garden Club completed the restoration of the town’s
historic village green in a project spanning from the Spring 2016 to
August 2019 in partnership with the Farmington Village Green Library
Association and the State of Connecticut. The club raised $26,000 of the
$100,000 project cost. The group hired a designer and landscaper,
installed a stockade fence and presented their plans for signage to the
Historic Commission. The result is a wonderfully renovated, historic
town green that provides a community friendly area for enjoyment,
picnicking and social events. The Green’s landscape improvements
enhance a welcoming view of Farmington as two major state routes
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converge. The club is commended for restoring the historic site and for
providing a low maintenance environment void of invasive vegetation.

CIVIC CREATIVITY AWARD
Established in 2007 by the Suffield Garden Club, Inc., this award is presented to
a club for an unusual or outstanding and creative project in the area of civic
development.

The North Haven Garden Club’s horticultural expertise is
complemented by clever and original creativity. Club members Gerri
Giordano’s and Marge Quinn’s concept of painting vintage bicycles and
using them as planters, then placing them around town, perfectly reflects
the concept of the Civic Creativity Award. The bike project fosters
imagination, whimsy and nostalgia. Many of the vintage bikes were
found through the garden club’s social media presence on Facebook.
Each bike planter was custom designed by Gerri and Marge. One special
bike was a vintage bicycle donated by the daughter of a deceased member
of the club. The daughter asked, since her mother often bicycled in town,
to please decorate it and display it in town in remembrance of her mother.
Gerri gave special care to decorating this bike by painting it ice blue and
filling the basket with a floral arrangement. The club received many
positive comments and much appreciation from the community for the
creative plantings.

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE

Small Club (Membership 1-29)

Daytime Gardeners of North Haven renovated the garden around the
flagpole monument at Carl Veith Memorial Field and committed to its
maintenance.  Invasive  Euonymus and other weeds were
removed. Landscape fabric was used to minimize the recurrence of the
weeds and to conserve water, then covered with pine bark mulch. Pink
and red Knock-out Roses were planted around the flagpole. A brick
edging was installed to help prevent grass from encroaching onto the
garden. The Town of North Haven Public Works Department repaired
the cement work at the base of the monument, and the Daytime
Gardeners provided a light to illuminate the flagpole at night.
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Medium Club (Membership 30 to 59)

The primary objective of East Hartford Garden Club’s plastic film
recycling project was to encourage recycling in the community and
reduce the amount of plastic film in the town’s landfill. The club
members joined the Trex Challenge, sponsored by Trex, a plastic recycler
that offered a program to encourage recycling. For collecting 500 pounds
of plastic film in six months, Trex Company donated a Trex bench, made
of recycled material to the club. The goal was realized by collecting
grocery bags, bread bags, and case overwrap from water bottles, paper
towel and toilet paper bundles. Also collected were dry cleaning bags,
newspaper sleeves, ice bags, wood pellet bags, Ziploc and other re-
closable bags, bubble wrap, produce bags and cereal bags. All plastic had
to be clean and free from any food residue. The garden club members
collected the material, weighed, recorded, and reported the amount of
plastic film. The plastic was collected at club meetings, at a member’s
home bin and in a bin at the East Hartford Senior Center. Club members
delivered the plastic to Whole Foods who then delivered the plastic film
to Trex Company on a weekly basis. The club created newspaper and
website articles to raise community awareness. The club reached their
goal, received a Trex bench, which was installed at the public East
Hartford Golf Course, and more importantly, raised the consciousness of
plastic film recycling in the town and how to continue to recycle.

Large Club (Membership 60 to 99)

The Danbury Garden Club’s most recent project is the successful
establishment of a pollinator garden in front of the John Rider House,
home of the Danbury Museum and Historical Society. The garden
encourages visitors to continue walking to the beautifully restored
garden area behind the Rider House. The grass was removed; the soil
was tested; compost and recommended nutrients were added to improve
the soil. A walkway to the back of the Museum was established and
native pollinator plants and spring bulbs donated by club members were
planted. In addition, the Club continued with a myriad of other projects
including raised beds at the Library, a Blue Star Memorial at a highway
exit, plantings at the historic jail and their yearly Arbor Day tree
installation at Kenosia Park.
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Extra Large Club (Membership 100+)

The Fairfield Garden Club is recognized for three major projects. Two
newly developed projects are ‘The American Chestnut Tree Project’ and
“The Olmsted Seaside Park and Wellness Trail’. Both projects provide
major community impact. The 1750 Ogden House has been a club project
since 1935, and it is still tweaked yearly. Club members support ongoing
volunteerism, professionalism, expertise and informed perspective,
complemented by well-organized teamwork.

Club Certificate of Achievement

Connecticut Valley Garden Club is recognized for its longtime
commitment to one of our Nation’s most prominent rose gardens:
Elizabeth Park Heritage Rose Garden in West Hartford. Currently,
Connecticut Valley’s new project is a partnership with 4-H Education
Center at Auerfarm and Healing Meals. The purpose of the initiative is
to cultivate additional crops to support Healing Meals as well as to
provide learning opportunities for visitors. Healing Meals prepares
organic meals for those in a health crisis. Connecticut Valley generously
provides volunteers and financial support. Garden tools, community
workshops, raised beds, a washing station, pollinator houses, youth
education and garden signage are all made possible by the supportive
members of the Connecticut Valley Garden Club.

Kensington Garden Club continued their three season stewardship of
seven public gardens during the uncertain times in the spring of 2020 by
donning masks and gloves and planting and maintaining their gardens.
They beautified Volunteer Park, Worthington Ridge Memorial, Civil War
Soldiers Monument, Marjorie Moore Bird Sanctuary and the Kensington
and East Berlin Post Offices with plantings.
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Southbury Garden Club marked their 60th Anniversary by establishing
a pollinator garden in Settlers Park. They chose an area at the head of a
walking and nature trail that had sun, water, protection for ground nesting
birds and a place for a signboard for educational purposes. Efforts were
coordinated with Public Works, Parks and Recreation and the First
Selectman’s Office. Once completed, a dedication ceremony was held in
June for garden club members and the public. The project has received
many accolades from the community.

Club Citation

Mountain Valley Garden Club of West Hartford focused their civic
endeavors on thoughtfulness. With passion, the club reached out to the
elderly and to a food pantry. They designed planters, terrariums and
other floral projects to make a happy day for all.

Certificate Of Individual Achievement

Bonnie McKirdy, of the Branford Garden Club, and Frank Carrano,
of the Branford Arts and Cultural Council, partnered to develop a
commemorative sculpture garden at the Joseph Trapasso Community
House. The sculpture design was created by a middle school student,
fabricated by a local artist and funded by a Regional Initiative grant.
Thanks to Bonnie and Frank’s collaborative skills, the sculpture and
native plants, shrubs and pollinator plants complete the club’s worthy
project.

Paul Cialone, a member of the Danbury Garden Club, whose
congeniality coupled with impressive gardening knowledge, provides
never-ending support for club projects as well as for members. He’s one
terrific guy.
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Barbara Geddes Wooten, Fairfield Garden Club’s president,
constantly provides gardening information from her personal and
professional knowledge base. Due to her incredible stamina, enthusiasm
and persistence, she recruits local, state and national experts for her
club’s major projects, all of which contribute to their success.

The great teamwork of Farmington Garden Club’s members Kathy
Lindroth, Ann Mullen, Nancy Murray, Terry Roberts and Judy
Staib, brought the incredibly wonderful Farmington Village Green
renovation and beautification project to a successful fruition. Their
leadership led the club and Farmington Village Green and Library
Association, its community partner, to restore and enhance this historic
area.

Wynn Herrmann and Donna Naber led the Greens Farms Garden
Club in creating and installing a garden design at the Atrium at
Earthplace, the Nature Discovery Center in Westport. Their collective
research, plant selection, purchase, preparation, weeding, repairs and
appropriate plaques resulted in a beautiful garden. Wynn’s and Donna’s
leadership helped in the creation of an ideal teaching tool for children and
families to learn about and appreciate native plants.
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS AND

CONSERVATION
Nancy Lenoce, Chair

PAULINE B. TYLER AWARD
Established in 1990 by The Federation’s Board of Directors, this award may be
presented annually to an individual, couple, garden club or group for
excellence in promoting conservation or legislation.

Marty Sherman, of the Pomperaug Valley Garden Club, is most
deserving of this award for her many contributions to her garden club, her
community and to the FGCCT. She initiated and has helped maintain
three butterfly gardens, one at Woodbury Library and two at Flanders
Nature Center. She was responsible for the procurement of an
informative pollinator sign at the garden at Flanders this year. She has
given many educational presentations on the plight of the monarch, and
how using native plants to establish a monarch nectar garden to provide
Monarch habitat. She teaches how to raise and tag monarchs and
encourages the growing of milkweed by distributing seeds at local
festivals and talks. Her display on Monarch Butterflies was awarded a
blue ribbon at the Connecticut Flower Show. She is an inspiration to all
gardeners in her dedication to the preservation of the Monarch butterfly.

CONSERVATION AWARD
Established in 2002 in memory of former FGCCT President Jeanne Lena
(1981 —1983), this award may be presented to an individual, couple, or group for
excellence in conservation.

Duck River Garden Club of Old Lyme decided to take on The Sound
View Garden Project, tying it in with the FGCCT President's Project ‘Out
with Invasives. In with Natives.” They plan to introduce native pollinator
plants at all eight of their other civic sites. The Sound View Garden was
heavily infested with Bindweeds, Convolvulus ‘Wild Morning Glory’, an
invasive species with a large and hardy root system. Repeated pruning of
the vines back to the ground will be an ongoing process for the next few
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years to eradicate this invasive before the native pollinator plants can be
planted. Since this is a highly visible garden area, a variety of annuals
were planted that could exist with such a heavy Bindweed root system.

Club Certificate of Achievement - Conservation

Daytime Gardeners of North Haven are recognized for their project
‘New England Bats: Natural Insect Control’. A ‘make and take’
workshop, with educational information by Scott Ward, DEEP
Rehabilitator, and Bat House Kits, provided by Walt Brockett, provided
information and fun for club members and the public. The goal was to
dispel fears and promote the installation of bat houses on properties.
About 30 bat houses were distributed in an effort to rebuild colonies.

Daytime Gardeners of North Haven presented a program ‘Gardening
with Praying Mantis’ as they educate members and the public on ways to
control insects without use of pesticides.

Greens Farms Garden Club emphasized the Green Corridor initiative
and the Pollinator Pathway initiative, both of which encourage planting
native, pollinator friendly plants and the practice of organic gardening.
The Conservation and Horticulture committee chairs prepared a packet of
information on why and how native plants should be used. A list of
native plants related to Pollinator Gardens was distributed and posted to
the Club’s website.

Certificate of Individual Achievement - Conservation

Inge Venus, of the Cheshire Garden Club, is recognized as a passionate
conservationist by planting trees, shrubs, and perennials in her own
garden that are beneficial to birds, bees and butterflies as well as
encouraging club members and others in her community to do the same.
It is of note that her contest theme of “Plant a Pollinator Friendly
Garden” as immediate former FGCCT president has resulted in many of
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our Connecticut garden clubs having designed and established such a
garden in their own community over the last couple of years — thus
raising the consciousness of crucial environmental issues.

Club Citation - Conservation

The Garden Club of New Haven is recognized for the continued focus
on programs that educate and encourage practices that are healthier for
our environment. "Their aspiration: To make Conservation front and
center in our lives, in order to improve our health and our natural
environment."”

The North Haven Garden Club replanted the Lois Stover Pollinator
Garden this year after some public works construction took place in the
area. Many plants and perennials from club members were used in this
replanting.

Quiet Corner Garden Club members installed a permanent display at
the Woodstock Fairground on the ‘Need to Grow Pollinators’.

Individual Citation - Conservation

Black Rock Garden Club members Mardi Morrow, Susan Franzosa,
and Maxine Greenberg are working to add pollinator gardens in the
Black Rock neighborhood and other areas of Bridgeport.
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CONNECTICUT ARBOREAL AWARDS

Established in 1984, this award may be presented for an outstanding Arbor Day
or tree-planting project.

Small Club (Membership 1-29)
Cheshire Garden Club is working with the Cheshire Parks and
Recreation Department to replace trees and shrubs and help redesign and
plant native species on town lands. They are at the same time calling
attention to plants that would do well in xeriscaping. During the last 20
years the club has planted 19 trees in eight different locations in town,
including a Charter Oak sapling on the Cheshire High School front lawn
and an Eastern Redbud ‘Freedom’ tree to commemorate the 9/11 victims.

Medium Club (Membership 30 to 59)
Naugatuck Garden Club is recognized for their Legacy of Trees of
Remembrance. This ongoing project was created by Mary O' Donnell, the
Club’s first president, to honor former presidents by planting trees in
prominent locations in the community. Over the years many trees and
benches have been added to contribute to the beauty and enjoyment of
people in Naugatuck.

Extra-Large Club (Membership 100+)
Branford Garden Club celebrated Arbor Day by planting an Eastern
Redbud on the Town Green. This was noted on the updated tree map,
which along with the club sponsored ‘Tree Walk’, helps to educate the
public about the nature and history of the trees and gardens on the Town
Green. Branford has been designated as a National Arbor Day Tree City
USA since 2009.

Club Certificate of Achievement

The Fairfield Garden Club is recognized for the donation of $15,000 to
the City of Bridgeport for tree planting. Also, the club continues the
monitoring of hybrid chestnuts in cooperation with Connecticut
Agricultural Experiment Station, New Haven.
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Greens Farms Garden Club commemorated their 90th Anniversary and
planted a native tree and bush at each of their Civic Development sites.

Certificate of Individual Achievement

Mikey Hirshoff, of The Garden Club of New Haven, was instrumental
in getting United llluminating to protect street trees from removal or
harmful pruning by requiring an arborist from each town to oversee tree
trimming around power lines.

ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS AWARD
Established in 1993, this award is presented to a club or individual for
outstanding involvement in areas of environmental awareness.

Pomperaug Valley Garden Club helped design and underwrite an
interpretive sign for the Monarch Waystation, which was established by
the garden club at Flanders Nature and Land Trust in Woodbury in 2011,
and later expanded with a second nectar garden in 2015. The Waystation
is located on Flanders Nature Center and Land Trust property and is open
to the public. A second interpretive sign was installed by the club at
Botany Pond on the Botany Trail at the Van Vleck Farm and Nature
Sanctuary, a wildflower trail that has been maintained by members since
1960. Club members will use the signs as instructional tools for ongoing
educational activities. The Land Trust will also use it for programs
including field trips by students from surrounding school districts. The
signs significantly enhance the educational value of this important
pollinator project and describe the many creatures that call the Botany
Pond home.
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Club Certificate of Achievement
Environmental Concerns

The Garden Club of Old Greenwich is recognized for their continued
efforts in promoting environmental awareness and conservation through
the use of handouts covering issues such as, water conservation,
mulching, pesticide-free gardens and the health of Long Island Sound at
every meeting. The Club contributed to a Municipal Food Scrap
Recycling Pilot Project by collecting food scraps at home and
transferring the scraps to a town collection site weekly.

Certificate of Individual Achievement
Environmental Concerns

Suzanne Thompson, of Duck River Garden Club of Old Lyme, is a
member who works tirelessly with many organizations in the area. She is
the Outreach Coordinator for the Connecticut Fund for the Environment,
writes newspaper articles for The Day of New London, and is regularly
heard on WLIS 1420 radio. In addition, her talents are used in the
management of several garden club sites, which have improved under her

competent care.

Diana Stanzione, of the Mystic Garden Club, is recognized for her
emphasis on encouraging recycling and the minimum use of plastic as
well as her work on the herb garden at the Coogan Farm Nature and
Heritage Center.

Trish Helm, of The Garden Club of New Haven, is recognized as a
teacher who shares her vast knowledge of the environment with Club
members.
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CONNECTICUT FLOWER SHOW AWARDS

The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc.
Trish Manfredi, Judges Council Chair

The Mary Loncin Flower Show Award
Established in 2004 by Mary Loncin former FGCCT President to honor her love
of floral design and to encourage garden clubs to continue to hold Standard
Flower Shows.
This award and a $100 check is presented to a club for the highest scoring
Standard Flower Show in Connecticut

Bethany Garden Club
Teatime in the Garden
An NGC Small Standard Flower Show
June 10, 2019

The Nell McGuinness Award
Established in 2001 by the Guilford Garden Club in recognition of Nell
McGuinness’ love of floral design. This award is presented for the most
outstanding exhibit in the Design Division at the Connecticut Flower Show.

The Garden Club of Newtown
2020 Connecticut Flower Show, Spring into Connecticut
Division: Inspirations from the Landscape
Section G Club Competition: Roaming on the Weekend
Class 19: Following the Connecticut Antique Trail

The Terry Stoleson Creative Design Award
Establish by Creative Arrangers of Connecticut this award was presented for
the first time at the 2008 Connecticut Flower Show. It is presented to the
creator of the design that best represents the creativity, imagination and
originality essential in Creative Design.

Carol Ferraro
The Guilford Garden Club
2020 Connecticut Flower Show Spring into Connecticut
Division: Inspirations from the Landscape
Section E : Along the Flowing Rivers, Class 15: Riverboat Cruises
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Tapestry of Design Award
Established in 2006, this award is presented to a club or individual for an
unusual or outstanding flower show, program, event project, or combination of
such that promotes the art of floral design.

Arbor Garden Club of Clinton

For more than 15 years, the Arbor Garden Club of Clinton has created
floral interpretations of original paintings exhibited by the Clinton Art
Society at their Annual Summer Art Show. The 2019 show featured a
public reception with artists and floral designers to discuss the original art
and corresponding flower arrangements.  Both groups jointly hosted a
Scottish Tea for the reception, and collaborated to produce a 2020 color
calendar with highlights from the show. The professional photography
was pro bono.  All 100 copies of the calendar sold, with the club,
Federation and NGC objectives included in the calendar.  The two
organizations shared the net proceeds, as well as the considerable
exposure in the community.

Award of Excellence in Flower Show Achievement

Bethany Garden Club
Teatime in the Garden
An NGC Small Standard Flower Show

Daytime Gardeners of North Haven
Color Your World
An NGC Horticultural Specialty Flower Show

Flower Show Award of Achievement

Riverside Garden Club and

The Garden Club of Old Greenwich
Oktoberfest
An NGC Small Standard Flower Show
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Flower Show Award Citation — Design

Bethany Garden Club
Teatime in the Garden
An NGC Small Standard Flower Show

Riverside Garden Club and

The Garden Club of Old Greenwich
Oktoberfest
An NGC Small Standard Flower Show

Flower Show Award Citation - Horticulture

Bethany Garden Club
Teatime in the Garden
An NGC Small Standard Flower Show

Daytime Gardeners of North Haven
Color Your World
An NGC Horticultural Specialty Flower Show

Riverside Garden Club and

The Garden Club of Old Greenwich
Oktoberfest
An NGC Small Standard Flower Show

Flower Show Award Citation — Staging

Bethany Garden Club
Teatime in the Garden
An NGC Small Standard Flower Show
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GARDEN THERAPY
Peggy Lajoie, Chair

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE

Small Club (Membership 1-29)
The Garden Club of Brookfield’s Garden Therapy Committee meets
four times per year at Brookfield Community Senior Center with seniors
and has made imprinted reusable tote bags, decorated shingles, pumpkins
floral arrangements and evergreen kissing balls.

Medium Club (Membership 30-59)
Goshen Garden Club, serving over 120 residents, meets monthly with
patients and veterans at four to six area nursing homes and a
rehabilitation center. They conduct workshops creating projects and
floral arrangements for the residents to bring back to their rooms.

Large Club (Membership 60-99)
Members of The Shippan Point Garden Club work at St. Camillus’
Skilled Nursing Facility with residents with disabling and functionally
limiting conditions to promote socialization and enhance mental and
physical capabilities. Coordinated by Noel Kondub and Cathy Bertasso,
club members assisted residents in planting vegetable and flower gardens
from seeds and seedlings. The residents were pleased with the abundance
of vegetables and flowers produced. They also completed seasonal flower
arrangements and craft projects throughout the year.

Extra Large Club (Membership 100+)
Branford Garden Club continued their work with the community dining
rooms at Artis Senior Living and Orchard House Medical Adult Day
Care. They added Branford Canoe Brook Senior Center where they
conducted a small floral design class ‘Fun with Flowers for Seniors’,
which was enjoyed by all.
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Club Certificate of Achievement

Bristol Garden Club meets with residents at five different nursing
homes: The Pines, Countryside Manor, Shady Oaks, Sheridan Woods and
Village Green. They met six times a year and helped residents create
flower arrangements for their rooms.

Naugatuck Garden Club revived their garden therapy program in the
spring of 2019. Meeting at Beacon Brook Health Center, they helped
seniors and handicapped participants to create flower arrangements and
crafts. At the first meeting in June there were 20 participants. At each
meeting, participation continued to increase to the delight of the club.

The North Haven Garden Club, under the direction of Fran Nataro,
continued with their five therapy programs at Branford Hospice, Ronald
McDonald House, Yale-New Haven Hospital and North Haven Senior
Center. Their creative decorations and projects delight numerous adults,
patients and children.

Quiet Corner Garden Club is developing a new program at three
facilities serving senior and Alzheimer patients. They helped residents
make room decorations, flower arrangements and planted raised plant
tables at Matulaitis Nursing Home, Creamery Brook and Maple Courts.

Rowayton Gardeners continued their work with Norwalk Grassroots
Tennis and Education. They grew, harvested and provided tastings of
vegetables and fruit. At Hill Top Homes, an affordable housing
community, they provided monthly projects to residents including field
trips, a holiday tea and a summer luncheon.

Certificate of Individual Achievement

Rosanne Scallion of The Norwalk Garden Club, coordinates two
meetings a month providing gardening lessons and creating projects on
gardening, nature and the environment at Star Inc., Lighting the Way.
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HISTORIC, MEMORIAL AND PUBLIC GARDENS
Carol Steiner, Chair

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE

Small Club (Membership 1-29)

The Portland Garden Club continues to thrive with endeavors in civic
beautification, education, and conservation to benefit the community.
During the 2019-2020 season, members created a fall harvest display at
the Portland Agricultural Fair; supported fundraisers for the Historical
Society as well as the Portland Diversity Group; and presented the
education program ‘Pruning Made Practical,” which was open to the
public. The club also continues to plant and maintain the Veterans
Memorial and Betty Keser Scott Garden as well as Portland’s Public
Library Garden.

Medium Club (Membership 30-59)
Bristol Garden Club plants and maintains the City Hall’s seasonal
planters and three cement planters in memory of Nancy Dekoe. The
Manross Public Library’s planters are also planted and cared for
throughout the year. The Bristol Clock Museum’s gardens were designed
and maintained by the Club.

Large Club (Membership 60 — 99)

The Suffield Garden Club enthusiastically continued their work on the
Ethel Wilson Memorial Herb Garden at the 18th century historic, colonial
revival Phelps-Hatheway House. In addition to new plants, they have
mapped, labeled and printed a handout for visitors. The Herb Garden
now includes an extensive collection of culinary, medicinal and
ornamental herbs. Committee members harvest and made herb-flavored
vinegars, which were sold at club meetings. The proceeds were used to
buy additional Herb Garden needs. Other herbs were given to the
Hatheway House Summer Camp and the Suffield House Nursing Home
to be used in their projects.
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Extra Large Club (Membership 100+)

Rowayton Gardeners spent 2019-2020 on several projects. The Potting
Shed and Greenhouse, which are truly the center of the Community, had
their garden beds simplified and shortened for easier tending. Existing
plants were then replanted, with additional plants added. At the
Rowayton Community Center and Library, in 12 separate gardens, two
dozen 30-year old Carefree Wonder and peonies were transplanted to a
new Rose Garden. At the Bayley Public Beach, six Juniper trees and
seven Holly Bushes were planted along a metal fence to enhance the
natural beauty of the beach.

Club Certificate of Achievement

Branford Garden Club, in memory of Alta Newton, updated the garden
at the historic Nathaniel Harrison House built in 1724 by rimming the
herb garden with Stony Creek granite and adding plantings to the fine
herb garden. Under the direction of Doreen Larson-Oboyski, the garden
was cleaned with the assistance of the Quinnipiac University Students
Service Club, and pollinator and native plants were added to the walled
perennial garden.

The Garden Club of Brookfield updated and mulched a piece of State
property known as ‘The Triangle.” The Triangle Garden intersects Route
25, Route 133 and the Historic District. It is bordered by the town’s
Historic Museum, Parks and Recreation Buildings, the volunteer Fire
Department and two churches. The flag is flown day and night and many
activities take place at the surrounding buildings. The Club also cleaned
the garden behind the Brookfield Historical Society and Museum and
added seasonal mums in anticipation of the Annual 4th of July Parade
and concert.

Duck River Garden Club of Old Lyme renewed and restored the
overgrown Ted Hillhouse Memorial Garden located at the Old Lyme
Police Department. It was converted to an educational native plant,
pollinator and wildlife friendly garden to inspire residents and visitors.
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Members of the Quiet Corner Garden Club in Woodstock work at
Roseland Cottage every spring to plant annuals, volunteer in their gift
shop and at the annual October Art and Crafts Fair. They donated 12
perennial shrubs and plants to historic Roseland Park. The Club
members decorated the Christmas tree in the Park and continue to assist
in the Roseland Park garden restoration.

The North Stonington Garden Club worked with the Historical Society
to update the gardens around the Stephen Main Homestead, originally
built in 1781 when Stonington was a center for fabric milling and dyeing.
They highlighted the dyeing gardens, which grow indigo, madder, perilla,
bloodroot, calendula and zinnias with artfully arranged photos.

Club Citation

The Goshen Garden Club is recognized for making small floral
arrangements for display at the Goshen Public Library every two weeks.
They maintained five gardens throughout the town, including the Red
Barn Garden, the Memorial Garden, the Community Garden, Veterans
Memorial Garden and the garden at Camp Cochipianee.
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Certificate of Individual Achievement

The following members of the Rowayton Gardeners wrote in-depth
reports with excellent photos about several of the town’s historic and

public gardens:
Ellen Duggins

Report on Bayley Public Beach

Pamela Proctor The Potting Shed and Greenhouse Gardens

The following members of The North Haven Garden Club, which has
only 27 members, outdid themselves by working on 12 gardens:

Cindy Adinolfi
Mary Cameron
Betty East

Lee Fermo

Sandy Ginter

Cindy Golia

Brenda Howlett
Bene’ Jablonski
Marge Quinn

Carmen Sealy

Lois Stover Garden

Lois Stover Garden

Kathy Brandt Memorial

North Haven Library Garden
Martha Culver Garden

Flagpole Garden/planters; Green
Acres; Lois Stover Garden; Todd’s
Pond Pollinator Garden; Town Green;
and Town Hall

Colonial Garden

Kathy Brandt Memorial

Montowese and Fitch Gardens

Martha Culver Garden
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HORTICULTURE AWARDS
Renee Marsh, Chair

ELLEN CARDER MEMORIAL AWARD
Established in 1971 in memory of Ellen Carder and her lifelong interest and
achievements in the field of horticulture, this award a suitable book, shall be

presented annually to a garden club member for noteworthy horticultural
achievement.

Bonnie Penders, Old Saybrook Garden Club, an avid herbalist,
Advanced Master Gardener and certified FGCCT Landscape Design
Consultant, has a remarkable history of significant contributions to public
gardening. She is part of the team that annually plans and maintains a
perennial and annual garden and developed a culinary herb garden for
educational purposes on the High School campus. Bonnie has been
involved in developing several theme gardens representing the early
settlers’ and colonists’ gardening practices at the Old Saybrook Historical
Society’s General William Hart House. In order to create these gardens,
Bonnie devoted two years of diligent research on early American gardens
and herbs and the women who tended them. The Herbs with a Purpose
Garden and the Lady Fenwick Memorial Garden demonstrate to school
children and visitors the importance of medicinal, culinary, household
and cosmetic perennial herbs native to America in 18th century gardens.
Herbs from these gardens are donated to the Shoreline Soup Kitchen and
Pantries. Bonnie has developed teaching tools for the public, which are
posted in the historic garden areas for the public to read and enjoy as they
walk through the Hart House gardens. She conducts tours for the general
public and garden clubs as well as the local elementary schools and
annually assists with a mentoring program for students at Old Saybrook
Historical Society. Most recently Bonnie mentored an Old Saybrook
High School senior through a successful nine-month journey to complete
a senior community service requirement.
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MARY FRENG SHERLEY MEMORIAL AWARD

Established in 1988, this award is presented to an individual or club for
horticultural excellence.

Carrie Shelton, of the Greenfield Hill Garden Club, has been a
contributing member of Greenfield Hill Garden Club for over 40 years.
As the horticulture chair for the past eight years, she is always available
for gardening advice and instruction and takes great pride in helping to
further the horticultural education of others. Carrie tutors subjects from
time schedules for forcing blooms, to how to nurture plants, and boosts
members’ confidence with her praise. She has invited members into her
greenhouse to instruct them on how to plant, grow and care for various
species. She conducts horticulture challenges and awards prizes based on
the points members received. She is a tireless and dedicated volunteer
for the Connecticut Audubon Society and the Greenfield Hill Grange. As
one club member noted, “Carrie has an abundance of love and kindness
for all things, be it plants, animals or people.”

JOYCE P. HARRIS AWARD
Established in 2002, this award is presented for outstanding horticulture
achievement by an individual or group in the recipient’s club and community.

Karen Murchison, of the Wilton Garden Club, rose to the challenge of
running Wilton Garden Club’s greenhouse when the former greenhouse
manager was unable to perform the job this year. She took on the duties,
which included making repairs and replacing outdated nonfunctional
equipment, and putting a plan in place to increase production in a limited
space. In addition, she solved an ongoing mechanical problem with the
vents and air circulation, which helps prevent damping off, insect
movement and overheating. While working in the greenhouse, she
completed the Master Gardener course and has continued to learn about
horticulture. This year, because of COVID 19, the club plant sale was
cancelled, but Karen worked with the other plant sale chairs to come up
with a solution that helped the greenhouse maintain almost 75% of their
profit. Trays of plants were created with an eye to compatibility and were
delivered hands free to patrons. In an amazingly difficult year, she

43



managed to meet COVID 19 guidelines and still produce plant material,
maintain the mechanicals of the greenhouse, and teach members.

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE
Small Club (Membership 1-29)

A Farm to Table dinner was organized as a community event for the
North Haven Historical Society and the Daytime Gardeners of North
Haven. The goal was to use donated organic produce from local farmers,
local beef, honey, flowers, etc., to demonstrate the use of natural, local,
and organic products for a meal and decorations. Members used their
garden flowers for table centerpieces, container arrangements, and helped
with a corn husking party, table setting, clean up, etc. The project was a
joint venture with the Historical Society whose members also contributed
time, materials, and effort. People in the community were very excited
about the event and many requests have been received for another dinner
in the future.

Daytime Gardeners of North Haven also organized an NGC
Horticulture Specialty Flower Show titled Color Your World in order to
educate the public, share gardening information, and learn how to put on
a flower show. Members learned how to organize a flower show,
compose the Schedule, and prepare plants for exhibiting. Growing
flowers and plants so they would be ready at the correct time for the
show was a challenge that depended on weather and other conditions.

Club Certificate of Achievement

The North Haven Garden Club held flower-arranging workshops for
the residents at Hamden Health Care. They also held a unique Scarecrow
Contest fundraiser on the Town Green, which had 15 contestants.
Proceeds from the contest were donated to local groups. The club also
manages the annual Community Beautification Awards. Homes and
businesses are judged on the organization and design of the garden, with
an emphasis on creativity and expression. Winners are awarded a
certificate of achievement.
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Club Citations

The Fairfield Garden Club states that visiting gardens is 50%
education, 50% socialization and 100% fun! They visited eight gardens
before the country entered into quarantine in March. Then they used
social media to keep their members engaged by viewing gardens online
such as, the High Line in NYC and Buckingham Palace gardens.

The Garden Club of Greenwich offered pollinator friendly native plant
plugs so residents could instantly plant a garden attractive to resident
bees, butterflies and other insects. Included with the plants was
educational information about each plant, their culture and care.

Garden Club of Madison has held horticulture exhibits for over 30
years. The number of entries this year increased 61% over last year due
in part to a horticulture tip sheet and a workshop on ‘How to Enter
Horticulture Specimens for Exhibitions.’

The Garden Club of Newtown created flower boxes to decorate the
shopping center in Newtown for the Christmas season. They also
updated the Knot Garden at the Booth Library. In 2019 their Victory
Garden donated its harvest to the Faith Food Pantry.

North Stonington Garden Club’s “Horticultural Challenge — Growing
from Seed” project challenged members to “grow one for the kids and
one for yourself”. Members provided seeds, growing instruction and pots
for a give-away to children.

Quiet Corner Garden Club donated perennials to Roseland Park and a
tree to the Pomfret Library. Club members renovated the courtyard at
Maple Court Elderly Housing and also rebuilt planting tables and donated
plants at the Matulaitis Nursing Home.
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The Spring Glen Garden Club redesigned and replanted Poppy’s
Memorial Garden at the Lockkeeper’s House, maintained planters in
front of local merchant stores, and maintained the municipal parking lot
gardens, which are evolving into a bee and butterfly garden.

Certificates of Individual Achievement

Anupa Simpatico, of the Cheshire Garden Club, designed and planted
garden areas for the Dodd Middle School. In addition, her contributions
in both time and expertise in the field of horticulture, especially in the
preparations for the club’s annual holiday luncheon at Aqua Turf, were a
great help to her club. She also conducted a number of workshops at the
monthly meetings including container gardening with succulents,
cultivating staghorn ferns, growing orchids for root cuttings and making
small boxwood trees from cuttings.

Anna Bendrikson, Laura Leigh Caissy and Janet Litterer, of the
Greenfield Hill Garden Club, worked on a report titled ‘How to Create
a Healthy Habitat for People and Wildlife.” More than 90 very interested
citizens attended the event they sponsored for a discussion at the
Connecticut Audubon Society.

Cindy Golia, of The North Haven Garden Club, planned all of the
town gardens, began the Junior Garden Club, led a ‘rock painting party’
to mark native plants, made flower arrangements for patients at Hospice,
was in-charge of the club’s beautification awards, and planted a perennial
garden at North Haven fair grounds

Individual Citations

Linda Clough, of Duck River Garden Club of Old Lyme, is very
active in her work with invasive species. She lectures to neighboring
organizations, updates the club on several issues, and organizes
volunteers for other activities.
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Patsy Mylchreest is an exemplary leader of Middletown Garden Club.
She encourages members to participate in community plantings and
always gives her all cheerfully to the entire club.

Pam McGee, of the Mystic Garden Club, helps dig for the plant sale
and in the fall organizes the collection of fresh greens which are sold to
benefit the club’s grants and scholarships.

Eileen Holleran writes informative articles for The Garden Club of
Newtown’s newsletter that are always interesting and helpful.

Vicky Boccuzzi and Kerri Williams, of The Garden Club of
Newtown, updated the Knot Garden at Booth Library.

Peggy Townsend and Louise Zierzow led The Garden Club of
Newtown’s Victory Garden effort.

Jane Potkin is an outstanding leader in the North Stonington Garden
Club participating in numerous workshops and creative projects. She
organized and facilitated volunteers for the Connecticut Flower and
Garden Show for the last three years. She also arranged and led tours of
several wholesale nurseries and hosted a speaker in her garden.

Molly Truesdale, of Quiet Corner Garden Club, coordinated a team of
volunteers to create and administer 13 garden projects, 10 more than last
year.

Phyllis Padro, of Rowayton Gardeners, has served for years as the “go-
to” pruning and tools expert.  She is generous with her time and

knowledge, helps fellow gardeners, conducts clinics and hands-on
demonstrations.
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PUBLIC RELATIONS and COMMUNICATIONS
Rebecca Paul, Chair

PUBLICITY PRESS BOOK
The award of a brass paperweight was established in 1996 by the
Arbor Garden Club of Clinton. It is presented to the club with the highest
scoring Press Book.

Daytime Gardeners of North Haven

1. Publicity Press Books
Small Club 1st Cheshire Garden Club
1% Daytime Gardeners of North Haven
1%t The North Haven Garden Club
2" The Spring Glen Garden Club

2. Newsletters
Small Club 1%t Cheshire Garden Club
1%t The Spring Glen Garden Club
2" The North Haven Garden Club

Medium Club 1%t Greens Farms Garden Club
1%t The Garden Club of Newtown
1%t Old Saybrook Garden Club
1%t The Garden Club of Orange
1%t The Westbrook Garden Club

Large Club 1%t The Wallingford Garden Club

Extra Large Club 1% Branford Garden Club
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3. Publications — Certificates of Merit

A. Brochures
Medium Club

B. Calendar
Small Club

1st The Garden Club of Newtown
Membership Brochure
Cultivating Our Community

1st Garden Club of Orange
Membership Brochure
Celebrating 90 Years in 2020

1st Arbor Garden Club of Clinton
2020 Calendar Fine Arts & Flowers

C. Electronic Media — Facebook Page

Small Club

Large Club

1st The North Haven Garden Club
1st The Spring Glen Garden Club
1st The Wallingford Garden Club

D. Electronic Media — Website
Extra-Large Club1st Essex Garden Club

E. History
Small Club

Medium Club

15t Cheshire Garden Club

Through the Decades

A pictorial and written history of the
club for each decade from 1920-2019.

1t The Garden Club of New Milford
Pictorial overview of the Club’s 95"
Anniversary celebration with a daylong
garden show, tri-fold displays to
emphasize civic projects and conservation,
lectures, artistic use of plant material and
youth projects. All to benefit the citizens
of New Milford.
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E. History continued
Medium Club 1%t Riverside Garden Club
100 Years of Riverside Garden Club
A 26-page booklet 1919-2019

Certificate of Individual Achievement

Cindy Golia, of The North Haven Garden Club, is recognized for
compiling a large binder featuring the club’s day-by-day Facebook
postings.

Gretchen Kilmartin, of the Wilton Garden Club, is recognized for the
development of the new club website launched in November of 2019.
The old website created in 2014 no longer met the needs and expectations
of club members. Gretchen and her team conducted a thorough search for
a new website designer. The team then worked to assess the needs of the
club, identify shortcomings of the old website and became familiar with
the capabilities of new technology to totally redesign the layout of the
website. It was a huge and time intensive task. The result is a visually
appealing and easier to navigate website. Information was carefully
edited, consolidated and reorganized to make it user friendly. The
website makes membership forms easily available, offers online payment
options for dues and donations. There is @ member’s only section that is
password protected and helps to keep club members connected. Take a
look at www.wiltongardenclub.org.
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http://www.wiltongardenclub.org/

SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
Margareta Kotch, Chair

Annabelle Caswell - $4,000 Award

Annabelle is a Junior at UConn enrolled in the College of Agriculture,
Health and Natural Resources.

“Hello, my name is Annabelle Caswell! I am currently starting my junior

year at UConn and majoring in Sustainable Plants and Soil Systems with
a concentration in Environmental Horticulture. My love for plants started
at a young age. | remember like it was yesterday, gardening in my
strawberry patch with my mom as a young girl and quickly growing
interested in any type of plant | could find. From there on | continued my
understanding of horticulture by attending my local agricultural high
school. Between my involvement in my school’s greenhouse and the
Future Farmers of America, my whole day revolved around plants and
agriculture. Most days you can find me volunteering at a local farm,
working at one of my many horticultural jobs, or trying to identify every
plant on my hikes. With my passion for plants | hope to one day use my
knowledge to gain a full-time position with the Connecticut Department
of Energy and Environmental Protection. Specifically with this agency, |
would love to create policies to limit the use of invasive plants and to
educate our local communities about safe growing habits through public
outreach. In my few years of horticulture it has given me so many
opportunities to learn and teach others. Thank you to The Federated
Garden Clubs of Connecticut for having selected me for this scholarship
and for helping me achieve my above stated goals”.
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SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
continued

Anastasia Salisbury - $3,000 Award

Anastasia is a Junior at Suffolk University in Boston, Massachusetts
majoring in Environmental Studies.

“I was first interested in horticulture as a child as I always helped my
mom in the garden and flowerbeds around the house. As | grew up, the
passion | had for horticulture and the environment only grew and once |
figured out | could make my passion my career | never looked back.
Currently, I work as an environmental and chemistry lab assistant where
I set up, maintain, and assist with various labs at Suffolk University. |
also have been able to care for the hydroponic tower at the university,
which grows vegetables and herbs for the environmental club. In
addition to classes and working, | am also Vice President of Soulfully
Versed, an a capella group at Suffolk University. We perform at various
community events. | am also a member of the Suffolk Environmental

Club.”

After receiving her Bachelor of Arts degree, Anastaia hopes to attend law
school, become an attorney and further her capabilities in the
environmental field. Anastasia is a resident of North Grosvenordale-
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YEARBOOKS AWARDS

Inge Venus, Yearbook Contest Manager

YEARBOOK AWARD OF EXCELLENCE

Established in 2004 by Flo Flynn and Inge Venus, this award is presented to a
club for the highest scoring Yearbook.

Daytime Gardeners of North Haven

Yearbook Certificates
Scoring and breakdown of classes follows NGC Guidelines.

Class 1 (1-19 members)
1st  Daytime Gardeners of North Haven

Class 11 (20 - 29 members)

1st  Country Gardeners of Glastonbury
1st  The North Haven Garden Club
2nd  The Spring Glen Garden Club

Class 111 (30 - 44 members)

1st  The Garden Club of Newtown

2nd  The Garden Club of Brookfield

HM  Mt. Valley Garden Club of West Hartford

Class 1V (45 - 69 members)

1st  Duck River Garden Club of Old Lyme
1st  The Leete’s Island Garden Club, Inc.
1st  Old Saybrook Garden Club

1st  The Garden Club of Orange

1st  Orchard Valley Garden Club

1st  Riverside Garden Club

2nd  Farmington Garden Club

2nd  The Wallingford Garden Club

2nd  The Westbrook Garden Club

HM  Milford Garden Club
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Yearbook Certificates
continued

Class V (70 - 99 members)

1st  Danbury Garden Club

1st  Guilford Garden Club

1st  Garden Club of Madison

1st  Suffield Garden Club

2nd The Thames River Garden Club

Class VI (100 members and over)

1st  North Stonington Garden Club
2nd  Essex Garden Club
2nd  Wilton Garden Club
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YOUTH AWARDS
Dottie Fox, Chair

YOUTH AWARD OF EXCELLENCE

This award may be presented to a club for outstanding work with youth in a
school setting.

Small Club (Membership 1-29)

The North Haven Garden Club created a beautiful Perennial Pollinator
Garden at the North Haven High School preschool area, as requested by
the preschool director. The Board of Education had the soil tilled and
supplied the mulch. Twenty preschoolers worked with their grandparents
and club grandparent surrogates to decorate at least two rocks each.
Garden club members placed pavers on the mulch to simulate a riverbed.
The preschoolers decorated the pavers with their painted 'nature’ rocks
and then planted 36 perennial plants donated by their parents. A planter
with seasonal themes enhanced the ‘riverbed.” The summer blooms
attracted praying mantis and monarch butterflies. Future preschoolers
will add their own rocks/perennial plants to this ongoing project.

Medium Club (Membership 30-59)
Bristol Garden Club has been using artistry at the Imagine Nation
Preschool program with 120 three and four year olds. Eight garden club
members assisted in creating a display at the museum with the children
called My Art - My Story. A 5 x 5 foot mural was created after reading
All About Seeds, and a 3 x 3 foot paper vegetable collage was created
after reading the book, Growing Vegetables.  The large mural showed
how the effects of nature contribute to the growing process. Over 200
individual small works of art, including tissue paper clouds, clear plastic
crystals for rain, small round mirrors on a yellow sun and white feathers
for the wind, were placed on the canvas in a puzzle-like manner. A giant
brilliant flower emerged to amaze the visitors at the show. The children
were also given seeds and starter boxes to plant for their classroom
activity, for comparing the size, color of seeds, etc. The preschoolers
also crafted ‘little insects’ from pieces of vegetables.
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Large Club (Membership 60-99)

The Suffield Garden Club has been working with first and second
graders at the Spaulding School twelve times for two hours each in two
school atriums. In one atrium the theme ‘To the Beach’ was decorated
with potted succulents, cacti, grasses, tree frogs, sand, shells, fishing nets
and fish mobiles. Another atrium was weeded, and planted with
perennials that attract butterflies. The milkweed in this atrium attracted
Monarchs and the children then kept personalized journals that described
the butterflies and their life cycle on the milkweed. Club member Marie
Gauthier conducted a program with the first graders on animal track
identification, complete with track rubbings and word exercises.

Extra Large Club (Membership 100+)

Rowayton Gardeners worked with 160 preschoolers and K-2 grade
students at the Rowayton Elementary School by introducing them to the
Potting Shed, a greenhouse that they transformed into a magical Puppet
Playhouse. The three puppeteers with the aid of Olivia the Owl provided
a highly interactive program on how to plant a daffodil bulb, including
diagrams, and pamphlets. They explain what is a bulb, the bulb’s tunic
covering, its anatomy, growth requirements and yearly life cycle. Wally
the Worm then helped each child plant a daffodil and the children
returned in the spring to see their blooming bulbs. A spring program
discussed ‘The Three R's: Reduce, Reuse and Recycle.” The Gardeners
received wonderful reviews from the teachers and children alike!

Club Certificates of Achievement

Duck River Garden Club of OIld Lyme worked with toddlers,
preschoolers and middle school children. The toddlers enjoyed hearing a
story about flowers, complete with coloring sheet and stickers and then
planted their own marigolds. The Wee Wings preschoolers at the Horizon
Wings Raptor and Rehabilitation and Education Center interacted with
live birds and were taught how to care for a baby bird. Middle school
students were each given three herbs to plant in their own decorated terra
cotta pots with instructions on caring for them and using the herbs in
recipes.
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The Long Hill Garden Club has been working with 70 third graders in
three different schools for 13 sessions. They provided visual aids, songs
and activities covering evergreens, rain, wind, birds and monarch
butterflies. National Garden Clubs The Frightened Frog program was
presented and included the children creating posters with suggestions for
saving frogs, and each child was given a small frog token. They also
spent two sessions by potting small plants/flowers in pots and window
boxes.

Orchard Valley Garden Club continues to work with fourth and fifth
graders harvesting produce that they grew in the summer garden that was
started at the end of the 2019 school year. They also cut flowers in
October and gave them to the teachers, secretaries and the principal.
They planted bulbs in the fall and later decorated wreaths. Aromatherapy
bracelets and sachets were created and floral arrangements were
delivered to the 'Bread of Life’ soup kitchen and Meals on Wheels. Plans
for the spring include bird nesting material cages, an Earth Day project,
and garden plantings/marigolds for Mother's Day gifts.

The Quiet Corner Garden Club just began their youth program by
donating planting tables and supplies to the first graders at Mary Fisher
Elementary School. Their club had to stop, due to COVID-19 restrictions,
but look forward to resuming next year.

The Wilton Garden Club is recognized for continuing a 17-day
internship program with four senior high school students. The garden
club members and interns weeded various gardens throughout the town,
removed invasive plants, planted flowers for the Memorial Day Parade in
six areas, set up the greenhouse at Comstock Community Center for their
plant sale, and prepared ‘School Marm’ information packets for the
Miller Driscoll school field trip. They also worked at the Wilton
Commons Senior Living Community Fair. In addition, they created a
new flowerbed at the entrance and planted it with vegetables and herbs
for the residents to eat.
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Wilton Garden Club has just started working with a new alternative
school program called Genesis for 7th to 12th grade students. The
Genesis students adopted one of the raised beds in their outdoor science
classroom, using it to trace the life cycle of plants, collecting, harvesting
and weighing produce. We look forward to their future accomplishments
with this new student program.

Certificates of Individual Achievement

Mary Beth Alpuche, of the Danbury Garden Club, joined the club in
2016 and has been a magnificent leader both with the Youth Group at the
Pembroke School and in the club’s Garden Therapy program with the
elderly. She assumed the chairmanship when the former chair resigned
and saved the program, which was in danger of being eliminated. She has
been working with club committee members and teachers with 8 to 11-
year olds, half of them with special needs, during the school year in
projects related to gardening, conservation and wildlife. They pick a day
and time for each monthly program and use the courtyard at the school,
which is very conducive for outdoor activities, bird-related programs in
the winter and horticultural plantings in the spring. She is a wonderful
asset to the club's board with her innovative ideas.

Lynne Dow of the Branford Garden Club is the new youth chair. She
has enthusiastically reinvigorated their youth garden club. Lynne has met
with the Director of the Branford Early Learning Center and the Director
of Special Education to undertake numerous projects: mug arrangements
for Mother’s Day were created with 60 early learning center children; a
pollinator garden at the Early Learning Center was used to attract
monarchs and other butterflies. The children cleaned, weeded and
replanted the pollinator garden, and searched for butterfly eggs, which
turned to larvae, chrysalis and adult butterflies, culminating in a bee and
butterfly count in conjunction with the High School Science class. The
High School students maintained the Pollinator Garden.
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Andrea Price-Johnson, a member of The Garden Club of New
Milford, has been donating her time with five public schools as well as
the Children's Center daycare. Each week Andrea visited one of the
elementary schools to assemble donated aeroponic, vertical gardens,
planting them with the students and teaching them about plant growth
cycles and nutrition. This is done on an 8-week rotation: planting,
growing and harvesting with two different classrooms at a time. The
High School also has two gardens. One is in the Behavioral Intervention
classroom and a new tower shared between the AP Environmental and
Plant Biology classrooms. Andrea also worked with a tower in the 6th
grade at the Schaghticoke Middle School. The towers are super
successful!

LUCKNER YOUTH AWARD
Established in 1993, this award may be presented to a club for outstanding
work with youth in programs conducted outside of a school setting, such as Boy
Scouts, Girl Scouts, church youth programs, hospitals and other town
programs.

Small Club (Membership 1-29)

With only 14 members, the Daytime Gardeners of North Haven
provide a great variety of youth programs for Girl Scouts and other youth
in their community. Planting flowers to take home; providing educational
materials on kitchen composting; demonstrating the vascular activity of
plants by having them color carnations; and discussing the 4 R's via the
National Woodsy Owl poster program at the North Haven Library
summer reading program were all well attended. They extended the
daffodil garden along the front of the ancient cemetery at the Town
Green. They also had a tree identification hike with arborist Walter
Brocket, which included learning about tree diseases and insect problems,
resulting in the Scouts earning a badge. The club conducted a Woodsy
Owl poster contest on the 4 R's. Posters were submitted to the National
Garden Clubs nationwide contest. The fourth grade Scouts entered the
Smokey Bear poster contest and discussed the prevention of wildfires.
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Medium Club (Membership 30-59)

Duck River Garden Club of Old Lyme, in partnership with the Lyme-
Old Lyme Junior Women's Club, provided a public outreach and
education program to pre-school, kindergarten and first graders and their
families on the use of native plants and their benefits to the environment.
For a project, they tackled the Old Lyme Cross Lane Playground area, 95
x 135 feet, including a boggy side area, which was overrun with invasive
vines and poison ivy. They created a walking trail through the wood-
chipped boggy area and planted sumac, viburnum, pepperbush, native
ferns, and red chokeberry. Native flowers were planted along the
perimeter playground fence, including Fleabane, False Ageratum, Joe
Pye Weed, Coreopsis, Heuchera, Baptisia, and Rubra, which support
pollinator insects and birds. The children loved working side by side
with their parents to create this beautiful 'new' playground area!

Large Club (Membership 60-99)

Danbury Garden Club sponsors a junior garden club whose members
range from 6 to 16 years of age. Partnering with the Danbury Public
Library, they began a new program called ‘Books in Bloom.” The
Library celebrated its 150th anniversary with this event in June. The girls
created floral arrangements inspired by a favorite book title (e.g. Where's
Waldo, The Cupcake Calamity, Bonjour Butterfly, and The Secret Life of
Bees). The winning floral arrangement received the Junior Award for
Marley, the Messy Dog. The juniors participate in the Danbury Garden
Club’s flower show as well as The Federation’s Connecticut Flower
Show whenever there is a youth section offered. The club meets monthly
with the girls and has a $400 annual budget. The club also works with
6th to 8th graders in regular and special needs classes at two middle
schools to create their own floral arrangements to take home.

Extra Large Club (Membership 100+)
Wilton Garden Club continues to work with the Wilton Women's Club
and their daughters at the Trackside youth garden. Together the mother-
daughter combinations learned about garden flowers and herbs and
created floral arrangements for the Comstock Senior Center. The club
works with the Girl Scouts to earn badges in gardening, pollinators,
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harvesting, drying and bottling herbs for the Wilton Food Pantry. One
scout is working toward a Gold Award by starting a composting program
in Wilton.

Green Teens is an after school program designed for middle school
students. The goals of the program are to get young people involved in
creating and maintaining organic vegetable gardens, teach them about
healthy food, engage them in sustainability and pollination and giving
back to the community. Twenty-five students participated in the program.
Over 200 pounds of fresh organic produce was donated to the food
pantry. In addition, guest speakers are utilized to discuss special topics.
The students also delivered hand-made floral arrangements to the Senior
Center. Green Teens flourishes because of continued community
support.

The Outdoor Learning Center in the interior courtyard at the Miller
Driscoll School that serves the primary grades requested renovation help
from the Wilton Garden Club. Pam Nobumoto and Laurie Musilli
assisted the Outdoor Learning Center identify weeds, suggested plants
and helped select a location for a new pollinator garden. They continue
their contact with the Center with gardening books, bulbs to plant and
encouraging parents to become involved in their child’s project.

Club Certificates of Achievement

Bristol Garden Club is working to develop educational training for the
Bristol Boys and Girls Club at the low income Cambridge Park
Clubhouse. Their biweekly program began in May to prepare, and then
plant their raised-bed vegetable, flower and herb gardens. They
continued throughout the summer into October, watering and weeding.
Produce was judged and eaten, including a watermelon, and awards
distributed on Family Day.

The North Haven Garden Club’s 27 members have a junior garden

club, which celebrated their twelfth year at the North Haven's Annual

Earth Day. The junior gardeners distributed 200 flower seed packets that
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attract pollinators, had a ‘Sunflower Challenge’ and demonstrated how to
create a safe bee waterer. They also participated in the North Haven Fair,
Get to Know North Haven, on opening day. The juniors planted over 300
bulbs in town gardens and planted two 10 x 20 plots to provide
vegetables and herbs for the United Faith Methodist Church and Loaves
and Fishes program. In addition to planting, weeding and watering the
gardens, they decorated the area with painted rocks. The garden club
members gave a presentation on Monarch butterflies, which included
habitats showing the three stages of a Monarch, which were raised and
released. The junior club members planned and created an entry for the
town’s scarecrow contest. Two poems were sent on to National Garden
Clubs for the Poetry Contest "Adventures in the Garden.” The submission
from a third grader won first place from the New England Region for her
entry, The Flower Garden.

Old Saybrook Garden Club worked creatively with kindergarten to
second graders, with assistance from Jessica Penfield of Wild Birds
Unlimited, at the Acton Public Library to create the program ‘For the
Birds! - Making a Nesting Kit and Seed Feeder’. The program supplied
the necessary items, which included very specific SAFE items that are
acceptable for the nesting ball. The children were able to take the seed
feeder and nesting kit home with instructions on where and when to place
their creations in their yards.

Rowayton Gardeners have created a year-round Garden Education and
Healthy Snack Activity Program at Norwalk Grassroots Tennis and
Education. Working from spring through fall, including a six-week
summer camp, they teach second to fifth graders informal gardening and
nutrition lessons from tending the gardens to combining certain
vegetables with other foods found in kitchens, to make a healthy snack
alternative or meal. This includes kitchen food prep experience. The
once-monthly healthy snack activities continue throughout the winter
months, mainly with second to fifth graders; however it often "attracts"
the middle and high school students as tasters.
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SPECIAL CERTIFICATES
These certificates are presented for unusual projects, which do not fit under
any other category and are the equivalent of a top award.

The North Haven Garden Club’s A Portfolio in Full Color documents
17 diverse projects and programs sponsored by the North Haven Garden
Club, including but not limited to maintaining 12 gardens in the Town of
North Haven; engaging the youth in school programs as well as non-
school group projects; scheduling both educational and entertaining
monthly programs for the public; engaging senior residents at several
nursing homes with artistic craft projects; conducting the community
beautification awards program for residents and businesses year round; to
name just a few. We are proud to recognize North Haven Garden Club
with this Special Certificate for their efforts.

The Garden Club of Orange decided to emulate noted Floral Designer,
Lewis Miller who organized the placement of distinctive decorative floral
designs that he had arranged on statues, trashcans, lampposts and
sculptures in New York City to brighten the city during the Corona
pandemic quarantine. The Club placed fourteen floral arrangements on
the Orange Town Green in a spectacular 3-day display. Lana Ho and
Gail Nixon organized, provided guidelines, support, tips and suggestions
to adapt this idea to the Town of Orange’s Green. The club’s response to
this creative idea was overwhelming. Many offered to create a design,
others offered greenery and flowers, members watered the designs daily
and donated to support the project. Due to quarantine restrictions,
visitors could drive around the Town Green, since all the designs were
visible from an automobile, or they could walk among the designs. It
was one spectacular way to brighten a weekend during the Corona virus
quarantine.

Town and Country Garden Club of Newtown maintains three traffic
islands in the center of Newtown’s borough, all of them important in
making a welcoming visual statement. The team for Island #2 is the
smallest with the fewest team members. Yet it was the most challenging.
A three-way intersection, it is a tight triangular space crowded by mature
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trees and cluttered with signs, a telephone pole, cables, a hydrant, and
bench. Add to that add lack of water, poor soil, constant traffic on all
sides, and budget constraints since the island is under the purview of the
Borough government. Work had been limited to caring for what was
there and planting large barrels with seasonal flowers — until now.
Captains Jane Sharpe and Peggy Townsend met the challenge by
effecting a total transformation of the space from “just okay” into an
outstanding landscape feature. They truly turned lemons into lemonade.
This multi-tiered project required visionary thinking and down-to-earth
expertise in order to achieve success and dramatic results, thinking out of
the box, solid planning, appropriate design, horticultural expertise, sweat
equity, hands-on execution, administrative know-how, artistic sense, and
friendly persuasion.

This complex undertaking entailed removal and relocation of grass
bringing in new topsoil and mulch, trimming and shaping tall trees,
removing overgrown shrubs, visually reconstructing the space with a
berm, creating a metal-edged path of crushed stone, laying stepping
stones, refurbishing and relocating the park bench for better viewing of
Newtown’s famous Labor Day parade, planting a “woodland garden” of
easier-to-maintain shrubs, groundcover, and indigenous plants based on
xeriscaping principles. Lastly a masonry pedestal was installed to support
a large piece of stone art, assembled on site by renowned sculptor Ethan
Currier as the final piece de resistance. This makeover received kudos
from townspeople, grateful appreciation from the Borough, and a highly
complementary feature in the weekly paper, The Newtown Bee.

The Shippan Point Garden Club chose to support the hardworking
nurses, doctors and staff at Stamford Hospital as they worked to battle the
COVID virus. Club members collected $4,650 in two weeks to cover the
cost of 375 meals. A caterer was chosen who prepared and delivered
meals to the hospital on demand. The hospital would call the caterer,
order the number of lunches or dinners needed and the caterer prepared
and delivered the meals for staff, who were working non stop. The
thoughtfulness and generosity of the members of Shippan Point Garden
Club is admirable.
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The Wilton Garden Club engaged in using electronic media for their
Staying Connected and Active during Quarantine programs. We are all
familiar with how the COVID-19 virus impacted our lives and upended
our garden club plans from meetings to plant sales to philanthropy. So
Wilton Garden Club began the journey into virtual Club meetings.
They’ve had happy hours, yoga classes, educational videos, webinars,
and a members-only plant sale as they pursued technology to assist in
keeping the Club active and engaged in the community. In addition to a
plethora of Zoom meetings, they have stayed connected by email blasts
to supplement their monthly newsletter; enjoyed weekly Zoom happy
hours where members chat, share their lives and gardens and stay
connected. Zoom yoga on Mondays is free to Club members. They have
created instructional videos from daffodil identification to soil testing;
used their Facebook page to answer vegetable gardening questions;
formed a You Tube channel to store the videos and webinars; created an
efficient and professional online ordering system for their member only
plant sale, which delivered plants directly to members front steps; and
created educational webinars featuring the knowledge and skill of their
talented members. Quarantine restrictions have not kept the Wilton
Garden Club from being active and involved with their members in
outstanding activities.

Good Deed Citations

This award, established in 1980 as a thoughtful gesture of goodwill,
recognizes an unusual or worthwhile project that otherwise does not fit
into the award categories. This might be a small or large one-time project or a
yearly one.

The Garden Club of Orange wishes to honor Larry Huzi with a Good
Deed Citation. The Garden Club of Orange is blessed to have such a
committed, creative, generous and hard working member. Larry brings
the joy of floral design to his demonstrations. He educates about the
various design types, he plans, answers questions, offers tips on methods
and mechanics, and shows tricks that work, while keeping expenses in
check. For the Club’s participation in the annual holiday decorating event
at the Osborne Homestead Museum, Larry researched hummingbird
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models and flowers, and then taught club members how to construct
them. His talent as an artist was put to good use in painting a design for
the cover of the Club’s Yearbook. Everything that Larry does is creative
and elevates the activities of the Garden Club of Orange.

Redding Garden Club wishes to honor Carole Sklar and Andrea
Brundage. When Redding Garden Club Co-President, Rosemary
Wright, was hospitalized with a health problem that claimed her life,
Carole Sklar didn’t waste a minute organizing a schedule of meals for
Rosemary’s extended family. For two weeks she coordinated garden
club members on how and when the meals should be provided to family
members at Rosemary’s house as family members came and went from
the hospital. While Carole was providing sustenance for the family,
Andrea Brundage was providing the spirit of Rosemary by organizing
club members to weed and maintain Rosemary’s gardens. All club
members participated in this gracious gift of friendship and compassion
for another club member.

Club Certificates of Appreciation

This award allows each individual club to recognize outstanding work, length of
service, or whatever is applicable to honor one of its members in a fitting manner in any
given year. Only one Certificate of Appreciation per club per year may be awarded.

The Portland Garden Club wishes to honor Susanne Anderson-
Woronoff for her book, Portland Farms: Then and Now. This book
takes the reader on a journey through the farming history of the Town of
Portland. It includes information and photos on over 100 farms, starting
with the Wangunks, a small Native American tribe that inhabited and
farmed the land over 325 years ago, to the farms of the present time. The
book celebrates the living spirit of Portland and its history through the
personal accounts and photos collected from individuals of the local
farming community. In addition to providing information on over 100
farms, the book features special sections on tobacco farming in the
Connecticut River Valley and Christmas tree farms, as well as
information about Hemlock Grange, the Portland Agriculture Fair and a
narrative on the town’s historic cranberry bog.
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The Garden Club of Orange wishes to recognize Nancy Becque with a
Certificate of Appreciation. For 53 years, Nancy has been an active club
member accepting board positions, chairing committees and participating
in every Standard Flower Show presented by the club. She also has
contributed to the success of the annual Connecticut Flower Show held in
Hartford each February. Nancy has directed the beautification of the
Orange Town Green for the past 16 years. From spring through fall,
Nancy is on hand calculating the number of plants required, the amount
of fertilizer needed and the number of garden club members scheduled to
plant and maintain the gardens. Nancy is tireless and eager to help
whether it be the Orange Country Fair, the Club’s greens sale, enlisting
members to host at the FGCCT Flower Show, the May market, or
encouraging members to attend the FGCCT State meetings. Nancy is
tireless in her civic obligations as well, belonging to a number of
community groups. The Federated Garden Club of Connecticut is
pleased to have Nancy receive this recognition.

The Suffield Garden Club wishes to honor club member Rita Chmura
who has written a most illuminating poem titled The Bees are Buzzing - A
Conversation About Conservation. Rita’s thought-provoking poem is in
four parts: Water, Recycling, Composting and Doing Your Part. She
chides us with the consequences of what we think of as ‘no big deal’
problems such as, water dripping, our tendency to ‘just throw it out’, and
the problem of our ‘falling leaves.” She not only provides buzzwords for
the conversation for conservation, she also she urges us to act. Rita
Chmura states, “Our conversation about conservation could go on
forever, but time is running out for our earth to recover.”

Redding Garden Club wishes to honor Sharon Epstein with a Club
Certificate of Appreciation. Sharon has helped the club reach its goal to
engage the community with gardening, horticulture, artistry and
environmental awareness by engaging the club in a social media
presence. Sharon brought the club to Facebook. Postings about
meetings, upcoming events and speakers helped the club to increase
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membership by seven new members in the past year. She has guided the
club by using social media to communicate with club members and keep
the club relevant. She has posted links for the New York Botanical
Garden, prominent gardeners, webinars and local nurseries while keeping
our mission and goals in mind to help our members stay in touch in this
time of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Leete’s Island Garden Club wishes to recognize Ann Erda with a
Club Certificate of Appreciation for her long-standing commitment and
dedication for the past 41 years. Ann has not only served in Board
positions, she is also the consummate advisor and mentor to all members.
She creates superlative traditional mass floral designs and shares her
artistic design skills with the club members. In addition to garden club
activities, Ann has served for 12 years on the town’s Guilford Green
Committee helping to establish the Green in a wise and environmentally
friendly manner. The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut wish to
join Leete’s Island Garden Club in recognizing the work and inspiration
that Ann provides.
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Congratulations to the many deserving award recipients this year. Thank
you to all of the clubs that provided reports of their many
accomplishments. Remember that it is important when applying for the
named awards to complete a FGCCT Awards Application found on the
Federation’s website, Members Area, on the Awards by Category page.
A copy of the 3-page award application is then emailed to the
appropriate Award Committee Chair with a copy to the FGCCT Awards
Chair at awards@ctgardenclubs.org.
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National Garden Clubs Youth Poetry Award
First Place Winner, Third Grade

Savanna Alleyne
The Flower Garden

In the garden there are daisies, roses and sunflowers
You can see butter flies gazing up in the sky and taking nectar from
the flowers
Spiders making spider webs and eating insects that they catch
Ladybugs sitting on flowers in her red and black
Crickets singing and talking
Caterpillars on the leaf eating, waiting to become a chrysalis

Stomp, stomp, as the humans come into the garden
We call scatter away when we see big, giant feet
We are scared, we run and hide
The humans are trying to be helpful
They give us water and make us look neat and pretty
Soon there is silence and no more humans

In the garden, my flower garden, there are daisies, roses and
sunflowers
The garden is alive in all her beauty
Shades of purple, orange, white, red, pink and yellow
What an adventure
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