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October/November 2020

President's Message

Greetings,

“Autumn is a second spring where every leaf is a flower” Albert Camus.

In this year of unknowns and uncertainties, it is comforting to reflect on what
gives us pleasure as the fall season is upon us. Our gardens and passion for
gardening remained a constant during this crazy year. The same holds true of
the friendships forged over years in our garden clubs as we lean on each other
for support. 

https://ctgardenclubs.org/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/
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Gardeners are a resilient bunch. We face adversity and experience trials and tribulations in our gardens
every season of the year. There is no normalcy when it comes to gardening. No garden is ever the same year
over year. We adapt to everything that Mother Nature throws at us with determination and move on.

We’re adopting this attitude and finding new ways to stay connected in this year that’s like no other. Virtual
meetings are taking the place of in-person events. Our Club President’s Day moved online through the
Zoom platform and we experienced the best attendance ever – over 100 registrants from across the
state. As many clubs turn to technology as the 2020-2021 club year begins, The Federation is offering Zoom
training for clubs. Plans are underway to offer virtual Forums to address significant issues ranging from
finances, awards, growing membership, etc. These are initiatives that we’re implementing to help clubs to
grow and thrive during these challenging times. 

Rather than let a year pass without holding any schools, The Federation led the charge by offering a virtual
Environmental School (September 22-23). Connecticut is one of three states approved by National Garden
Clubs to offer a school online. We’re viewed nationally as being at the forefront of the effort to hold schools
virtually. Sharon Bender, Environmental School Chair, was relentless in her efforts to overcome all of the
obstacles to make the online Environmental School a reality. Congratulations, Sharon.

The success of two virtual events - Club President's Day and Environmental School - motivates us to
continue connecting with you virtually. The 91st Awards Meeting is scheduled for October 28th. Details will
be provided shortly. Tune in to celebrate the many accomplishments of our clubs and their members.

After canceling all tours this year, we’re entering 2021 with a slate of great tours ranging from exploring the
great State of Virginia during their Historic Gardens Week, taking in the beauty of the gardens and
museums of the Brandywine region of Pennsylvania and a bucket-list trip to experience five National Parks
of the Southwest – including the Grand Canyon, Arches, Capitol Reef, Bryce and Zion. 

As we eagerly begin a new club year, there are programs that clubs can tap into. Grants are available from
The Federation and National Garden Clubs – including Garden Therapy, the Youth Pollinator Garden
Grant, Ames Tools and Plant America. Take advantage of these opportunities. Check out the details of the
NGC youth contests. Read the article from Youth Activities Chair Dottie Fox.

As many had been expecting, news came that the 2021 Connecticut Flower Show is being cancelled. Given
the restrictions imposed as a result of the pandemic, it became readily apparent that the show can’t
happen. Viewing this news from a glass half-full perspective, the 2022 Connecticut Flower Show is sure to
be bigger and better than ever. Mark February 25-28, 2022 on your calendar. 

Have you ever had a curiosity about the various roles on The Federation’s board? We’re actively looking to
fill several Board positions. You’d become an integral member of a great group comprised of members from
across the State. Read the article from Nominating Chair Ronnie Schoelzel.

As we begin a new program year, please read about my President's project. Target a project to remove
invasives in your community and replace them with natives.
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As I speak with many Club Presidents, I’m heartened and pleased to learn that many clubs are resourceful
in scheduling programs for the new club year. Meetings are taking place in all forms – online and in outside
meeting spaces. Clubs projects and community initiatives are moving forward. It demonstrates that you
can’t keep gardeners down. Like our plants, we keep coming back stronger. We’re growing together through
all of this. COVID-19 may have slowed us down for a while, but it can’t keep us down. 

Arlene Field
President

President's Project Web-Page

Upcoming Events & News

Please check the Event Calendar for any Local Clubs, State or National event cancellations. Click HERE to
cancel or postpone a published club event.  

Meet Kelle Ruden - Social Media Chair

We’re pleased to announce that Kelle Ruden has joined the Board in the new
position of Social Media Chair. Kelle is a member, and former President, of the
Westport Garden Club. She has spent her career in various parts of the book
business in a variety of roles. Originally from Texas, Kelle has been a Westport
resident since 2000.

“I am looking forward to the opportunity to learn more about The Federation’s
outstanding clubs and highlighting all of the incredible things they are doing,”
stated Kelle.

If you have wonderful garden shots, horticulture tips, events or news that you would like to share with our
members and followers, get in touch with Kelle. Items for “Throwback Thursday” and “Flashback Friday”
from your archives are also welcome.

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram

Contact Kelle at social@ctgardenclubs.org

The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut's 91st Annual Awards Meeting – October 28, 2020

 The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut will hold the 91st Annual Awards Meeting via a Zoom 
Webinar on Wednesday, October 28th, at 10:00 am.  Over 80 Connecticut, New England, and National 
Garden Clubs top awards will be announced, in addition to almost 100 Certificates of Achievement, for the

https://ctgardenclubs.org/projects/presidents/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/events/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/
mailto:social@ctgardenclubs.org
https://www.facebook.com/ctgardenclubs/
https://instagram.com/_garden_clubs_of_ct?r=nametag
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exceptional work our clubs and their members accomplished over the past
year.  There is no charge to participate, but registration is required.  An email will
be sent shortly with registration information.  

CAES Announces the Finding of Spotted Lanternfly in West Haven and Greenwich, Connecticut

New Haven, CT - The Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station
(CAES) in cooperation with USDA APHIS Plant Protection and
Quarantine (PPQ) announce the detection of single live adult spotted
lanternfly, Lycoma delicatula, in West Haven, CT and multiple live
adults in Greenwich, CT. While the spotted lanternfly in West Haven
may be a single import due to travel from out of state, there is a
population in Greenwich and surveys in the immediate areas of both
detections will be conducted. Single adults were detected in Farmington in 2018 and Southbury in 2019.

Read more about the Spotted Lanternfly

Beyond Beginning - 2020

As the hiatus for Beyond Beginning workshops continues, I hope your
creativity as a floral designer is not getting rusty from lack of use! Now
is a wonderful time of the year to use the plant material that has been
growing in your yard to be inspired to create something beautiful. With
‘forced free time’ you can use technology to learn new techniques.

Inspiration for a design can come in many ways. For instance it can
come from the plant material, a container that you’ve never used, a
style that you learned years ago, a mechanic that you finally figured out,
or a YouTube video. It could be a Traditional Design, a bouquet, or a
Creative Design.

Most of the time I’m inspired by plant material. Here’s a fairly traditional design created in late July,
inspired by my bountiful flower garden. This ‘meadow on my table’ uses a metal bread tray as a container.

https://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/80f6d0a1-f506-48c3-8e82-53449db280ee.pdf
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A beautiful piece of mountain laurel given to me years ago plus a new
container (that provided the answer to a mechanics issue) were the
inspiration for this more Creative Design.

As new techniques and tips are always on my mind, for use in my own
designs and for Beyond Beginning workshops, I often turn to digital
media, mainly YouTube. Although I never have enough time to
watch all of the links that are piling up in my Gmail folder, I encourage
you to continue to learn and design. Here are two of my favorite
YouTube Channels: Click for Mayesh Design Star videos or for
Hitomi Gilliam.

Learn more about Beyond Beginning Design Workshops - Click HERE

Cathy Ritch

Public Relations Entries - Revised Deadline is October 15, 2020

The deadline for submissions for FGCCT Public Relations Awards is normally October 1. This year the
deadline has been extended to October 15.  Please submit by mail, three separate editions of your
club newsletter and/or three copies of any of the following - membership brochure, calendar, cookbook or
club history to:

Becky Paul, Public Relations Chair.
259 Saw Mill Road
Guilford, CT 06437

You may also submit by email any of the following electronic media - blogs, Facebook page, website, video,
You Tube educational videos, etc. to:

Becky Paul, Public Relations Chair
publicity@ctgardenclubs.org
and a copy to Vonice Carr, FGCCT Awards Chair
awards@ctgardenclubs.org

Should the Awards Committee decide to submit your entry to National Garden Clubs for award
consideration, we will ask you to prepare the NGC Award Application which requires additional
information.

Visit the Members Area of our website at www.ctgardenclubs.org, Awards by Category and Awards by
Deadline for more information.

We look forward to your submissions,
Vonice Carr, FGCCT Awards Chair and
Becky Paul, Public Relations Chair

Yearbook Contest Cancelled This Year

Word has it that many Connecticut garden clubs did not print a formal yearbook for the 2020-2021 club
year. This is due to the uncertainty of the ability to hold meetings due to the pandemic. We have, therefore,

https://www.youtube.com/mayesh
https://www.youtube.com/hitomi%20gilliam
https://ctgardenclubs.org/education/bbdesignworkshops-2-2-2/
mailto:bbregistration@ctgardenclubs.org
mailto:publicity@ctgardenclubs.org
mailto:awards@ctgardenclubs.org
http://www.ctgardenclubs.org/
mailto:awards@ctgardenclubs.org
mailto:publicity@ctgardenclubs.or
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decided to forgo the contest this year.

Inge Venus,
Yearbook Contest Manager

Tour the Grand Canyon & Red Rock Country with Gardening Friends

Grand Canyon & Red Rock Country 
Southwest National Parks

September 26- October 5, 2021 

Explore five iconic National Parks in spellbinding Red
Rock Country including the Grand Canyon! Sunset at the
canyon is spectacular! Thrill to towering rock formations
in Sedona, the natural rock bridges of Arches National
Park, grand mesas, buttes and pinnacles in Zion and
Bryce Canyon National Parks, and the radiant cliffs at
Capitol Reef National Park.  This trip will take your
breath away!

Kathy Lindroth
Tours Chair

Visit FGCCT Tours Page Learn More about the Tour Registration Form

Online Calendar Submit an Event

Articles of Interest

The Fruits of Summer
By Renee Marsh

Drunk all the time
Feeling fine on elderberry wine

Those were the days
We'd lay in the haze

Forget depressive times

Sometimes it takes me a while to find a topic that I would like to tell you all about.  This one came to me on
a sultry, late-August weekend.  It was too hot to garden and I was tired of stressing over the news in the
paper, so I took a walk around the garden. And there it was … my elderberry in all its fruiting glory. Now,

mailto:Tours@ctgardenclubs.org
https://ctgardenclubs.org/events-overview/tours-2-2/
https://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/02d13ead-fa6f-4609-9aed-9edfad67358a.pdf
https://country-travel.frb.io/assets/docs/FGCCT-Res-Form-2021.pdf
https://ctgardenclubs.org/events/
https://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/268e5572-bfc6-4f38-8f53-2def518014ea.pdf
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my friends can tell you that in my hierarchy of needs, eating and drinking ties with gardening.  Many years
ago I planted this elderberry for all those needs. So, let me start with the gardening angle – then we can get
to the other two. (And for those of you who may wonder, those are Elton John’s lyrics; my sentiments
exactly).

Elderberry, or elder, is in the family Adoxaceae, genus Sambucus. There are three species native to North
America:  S. canadensis, S. nigra, and S. racemosa.  Elderberries are large shrubs with large flat clusters of
white flowers in late spring that ripen to drooping heads of small blue-black or red berries.  Except for the
flowers and ripe berries, all parts of the plant are poisonous to mammals - my deer friends nibble only
slightly.  The flowers attract flower loving insects and the fruits are a bonanza for birds and humans.  And,
according to Doug Tallamy’s Native Plant Finder, 35 species of our native butterflies and moths use
elderberry as a caterpillar host plant.

Elderberries grow happily in ditches and along the roadside. They
like sun and prefer moist, acidic soil but will tolerate a wide range
of conditions once established. A happy elderberry will sucker to
form a large stand and I often see these on old farm
properties. This is mine, duking it out with Japanese Butterbur
(Petasites japonicus) in a moist area along a stone wall.  If you like
that big leaf – think very carefully before planting, it is a thug.

Renee's Sambucus canadensis 'Adams' & 'York'

Sambucus canadensis, the American black elderberry, produces
dark purple-black berries that have extraordinarily high concentrations of health-boosting compounds such
as anthocyanin, a powerful antioxidant.  If you are growing for harvest, this is the species you want. There
are a number of cultivars of S. canadensis including ‘Adams’, ‘Nova’, ‘Johns’ and ‘York.’  They produce
significantly larger berries and larger yields than the wild elderberry. Elderberries are self-pollinating but
cross-pollination with another cultivar will increase fruit set and berry size. They range in height from 6 to
12 feet so plan accordingly.  Elderberry is easy to prune, so feel free to trim it to the height that works best
with your landscape – note it blooms on old wood.

Sambucus nigra is more ornamental than its cousin and also
edible.  S.nigra 'Black Lace' is quite flashy with dark, burgundy leaves
and pink flowers. A bit smaller than other bushes, it will grow to just 6-8
feet tall and wide. The cultivar ‘Black Beauty’ is similar but bigger still,
growing to 15 feet, and prefers moist or even wet growing conditions. It
has those same dark leaves and pinkish blooms, as well as a lemon scent. 

'Black Lace'

Then there is ‘Instant Karma’, 6 to 8 feet of
variegated elderberry splendor and Blue
Elderberry (S. nigra ssp. cerulean), a
subspecies native to the West that grows to
tree size with stunning large, powdery-blue
berries.

'Instant Karma' Blue Elderberry

Lastly, Sambucus racemosa is a species known as red elderberry for its red
berries. Its cultivars, often called cutleaf elderberries for their fine,
dissected foliage, are grown primarily as ornamentals and experts caution
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against eating the red berries. 'Sutherland Gold' has striking, bright yellow
spring foliage that mellows to green and grows 6-10 feet tall. The cultivar
‘Lemony Lace’ may be more manageable at 5-6 feet tall.  Its golden foliage
emerges with a colorful red hue and the highly dissected leaves give it a very
fine texture.

'Sutherland Gold'

Now, to the food discussion! Traditional medicines worldwide use
elderberry as a healing plant with antiviral and antibacterial properties. It is
commonly used for upper respiratory ailments. The flower, known as
elderflower, and the ripe berries are edible but as mentioned earlier, other parts of the plant are toxic. Even
eating large quantities of the flowers or berries raw can cause problems which is why traditional methods of
consuming elderberry - wines, cordials, jellies, and syrups - cook the fruit and/or strain out the seeds.

Let’s start with the small, white flowers which are sweet and a bit spicy. One of the most popular ways to
use elderflowers is in drinks like cordials, liqueurs, sodas, lemonades, and teas. They are also fried into
fritters. Of course harvesting elderflowers will mean fewer berries for the birds and you, so you need to
grow enough for both!

Now to the berries!  Always being willing to take the easy road, I use my
elderberries to make a tincture – ok, ok, it might actually be a
cordial.  It is as simple as filling a quart jar with ripe elderberries,
pouring over a good French vodka, letting it sit for 6 weeks then
straining the seeds out, adding a bit of sugar and storing away. It gets
me through the winter – oh, and colds too.

For your winter reading: “The Elderberry Book: Forage, Cultivate,
Prepare, Preserve” by John Moody. I will read it with medicine in
hand. À votre santé!

Gulf Coast Tick Discovered in Connecticut

This tick (Amblyomma maculatum), which
has been found in coastal areas along
the Atlantic Coast and Gulf of Mexico, has a
presence in 14 U.S. states, and has recently
established a population over the winter in
Fairfield County. It is now the fourth
"important" tick species to be found in
Connecticut, joining the black legged, the
lone star, and dog tick. 

It is a health threat to humans as well as to
dogs as it can transmit Rickettsia parkeri
rickettsiosis, a form of spotted fever to
humans and Canine hepatozoonosis to dogs. "According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
spotted fevers can range from mild to life-threatening. Most people who get sick with spotted fever (other
than the Rocky Mountain variety) will develop a dark scab at the site of tick or mite bite, fever, headache
and rash. The disease is usually treated with doxycycline."

Veterinarians recommend approved tick preventative measures for pets, which when used will usually
cause a tick to be repelled or may cause tick death after the tick has bitten the pet.
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Gulf Coast tick nymphs appear shiny and can range in color from dark bluish gray to a dull white. Adult
females have a dark brown scutum with silvery white ornamentation near the head that includes three
lateral interrupted stripes. The adult male has a scutum that covers the entire top of the tick, is dark brown
with interconnected silvery white lines.

Each active life stage of this tick feeds on a different host. Larvae and nymphs feed on birds, small rodents
and rabbits, while adults feed on larger mammals ... white-tailed deer, dogs, coyotes, skunks and
bears.  They also feed on humans. 

Personal protection, pet protection and yard maintenance measures are suggested controls.
Tick identification can be found on numerous sites. Ticksafety.com is one.

Nancy Lenoce
Environmental Concerns/Conservation

Litchfield Garden Club Holds a 'Live" Awards Meeting

On Friday, September 4, 2020, the Litchfield Garden Club held its annual awards ceremony at the Tapping
Reeve Meadow. Members wore masks and brought chairs and blankets to allow for social distancing in the
bucolic setting.

The ceremony began with comments from Annie Borzilleri, club President. Annie then introduced Vice
President Susan Magary, Awards Committee Chairperson, to begin the presentations. 

At the conclusion of the ceremony, club members enjoyed exploring the grounds and visiting with one
another to extend the first LIVE club meeting since March 2020. 

Group enjoying the gathering just prior
to meeting starting

Vice President, Susan Magary and
President, Annie Borzilleri

Award winners

Scholarship Awards
Margareta Kotch, Chair

Annabelle Caswell - $4,000 Award
Annabelle is a Junior at UConn enrolled in the College of Agriculture, Health and Natural Resources.

 “Hello, my name is Annabelle Caswell! I am currently starting my junior year at UConn and majoring in 
Sustainable Plants and Soil Systems with a concentration in Environmental Horticulture. My love for
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plants started at a young age. I remember like it was yesterday,
gardening in my strawberry patch with my mom as a young girl and
quickly growing interested in any type of plant I could find. From
there on I continued my understanding of horticulture by attending
my local agricultural high school. Between my involvement in my
school’s greenhouse and the Future Farmers of America, my whole
day revolved around plants and agriculture. Most days you can find
me volunteering at a local farm, working at one of my many
horticultural jobs, or trying to identify every plant on my hikes. With
my passion for plants I hope to one day use my knowledge to gain a
full-time position with the Connecticut Department of Energy and
Environmental Protection. Specifically with this agency I would love to create policies to limit the use of 
invasive plants and to educate our local communities about safe growing habits through public outreach. In 
my few years of horticulture it has given me so many opportunities to learn and teach others. Thank you to 
The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut for having selected me for this scholarship and for helping me 
achieve my above-stated goals”. 

Anastasia Salisbury - $3,000 Award
Anastasia is a Junior at Suffolk University in Boston, Massachusetts
majoring in Environmental Studies.

 “I was first interested in horticulture as a child as I always helped my
mom in the garden and flowerbeds around the house. As I grew up, the
passion I had for horticulture and the environment only grew and once
I figured out I could make my passion my career I never looked back.
Currently, I work as an environmental and chemistry lab assistant
where I set up, maintain, and assist with various labs at Suffolk University. I also have been able to care for
the hydroponic tower at the university, which grows vegetables and herbs for the environmental club. In
addition to classes and working I am also Vice President of Soulfully Versed, an Acapella group at Suffolk;
we perform at various community events. I am also a member of the Suffolk Environmental Club.”

After receiving her Bachelor of Arts degree, she hopes to attend law school, become an attorney and further
her capabilities in the environmental field. Anastasia is a resident of North Grosvenordale. She was also
awarded a $4,000 National Garden Clubs Scholarship in May.

Smokey Bear/Woodsy Owl Contests

Congratulations to the children who participated in the Smokey Bear/Woodsy Owl poster contest, poetry
and essay contests in 2019-2020. Five garden clubs sponsored entries and I am proud to announce that two
winners were selected out of our 11 entries. See images/captions below.

I look forward to receiving entries for the coming 2020-2021 year. Surely we can surpass the number of
entries submitted last year, especially since children are required to social distance and have more time to
be creative. Encourage children to draw, create or write their works and send them to me by January 1st for
award consideration. Winners from our state will be sent to the New England Garden Clubs Awards Chair
by February 1st for regional award consideration.

National Garden Club President Gay Austin dedicated her "Keeping in Touch" president's postcard to an
emphasis on YOUTH. As she stated, "Our adult clubs continue to develop innovative ways to engage
children in gardening activities. Using digital technology, children have 'walked' through gardens, assisted
them in gardening and exposed them to environmental awareness issues."
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The Smokey Bear/Woodsy Owl National Garden Clubs poster contest marks a collaboration of NGC and the
United States Forest Service for over 50 years. First through fifth graders can demonstrate their talents and
understanding of wildfire prevention and conservation principles. 2021 celebrates Woodsy Owl's 50th
birthday so ALL posters must feature his conservation message, "Lend a Hand, Care for the Land." After
the posters are judged locally, regionally and nationally, the U.S. Forest Service chooses the final winners.
Click HERE for Poster Rules.

The poetry contest theme is "Exploring Backyard Mysteries" and must have a different title. Click HERE for
details.

The high school essay theme this year is titled "Adapting Our Actions to Protect our Natural Habitats" Click
HERE for details

The Federation has never received an entry in the middle school sculpture contest. This is an opportunity
for a child to show off their imagination by creating a sculpture from recycled objects. Click HERE for
Sculpture Contest details.

I urge all garden clubs to start a youth program or be innovative with your ongoing youth activity
programs. This year I received 10 reports for the Youth Award of Excellence (projects conducted during
school setting), and 15 reports for the Luckner Youth Award (outside school youth programs). We are
capable of doing so much more and I am confident that your club's ingenuity will prove me right.

Submission deadline for Connecticut is January 1, 2021. Winners will then be forwarded to the New
England Garden Clubs Award Chairman by February 1. The New England Garden Clubs winners will go on
to National Garden Clubs by March 1.

Questions? Contact Youth Activities Chair Dottie Fox

Aishwarya Benzy (pictured with Inge Venus) won the essay
contest in the New England Region for her essay titled
"Challenges in Preserving our Natural Habitat." Aishwarya
was sponsored by the Cheshire Garden Club.

Savanna Alleyne (center with Cindy Golia. Youth Chair NH
Garden Club and Dottie Fox, The Federated Youth Chair)
was sponsored by the North Haven Garden Club. She also
won first place in the third grade level in the New England
Region. Her poem titled " The Flower Garden" was
published in the National Garden Clubs, Inc. poetry
booklet.  

Congratulations to the 2020 Poster Contest Winners!

https://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/bb92fcb6-d45e-403e-ac8f-4c1fd8339b60.pdf
https://gardenclub.org/poetry-contest
https://gardenclub.org/high-school-essay-contest
https://gardenclub.org/youth-sculpture-contest
mailto:youth@ctgardenclubs.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/045bf05e-e236-4fb6-b60e-2d5764335957.pdf
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Smokey Bear & Woodsy Owl Poster Contest

Announcements

Nominating Committee Report

The Nominating Committee is comprised of the following members:

Pat Dray, Garden Club of Orange
Jan Cernoch, Danbury Garden Club
Donna Nowak, Evergreen Garden Club
Linda Tingley, Manchester Garden Club
Ronnie Schoelzel-Chair, Litchfield Garden Club

The Nominating Committee will consider and nominate candidates for the following positions:
Second-Vice President (2021-2023) (must be a current or former Board member)
CFNews Manager (2021-2023)
Books Chair (2021-2023)

We encourage you to contact Nominating Committee Chair Ronnie Schoelzel (spotstango@gmail.com) if
you have questions or believe that one of the positions is a good fit for your talents.

The position of Corresponding Secretary will also become vacant in April. That position is an appointment
made by the President. Contact First-Vice President Polly Brooks at MLbrooks@optonline.net

Other Committee Chairs whose terms will expire in 2021 will be contacted and asked if they would like to
continue for another (two-year) term unless they have completed three terms (6 years).

Ronnie Schoelzel
Nominating Chair

Keeping in Touch with Environmental Issues

Keeping an eye out for issues that are related to the mission of The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut
and the environment, it is important to know how to contact your elected representatives. Check out the
links below:

How to contact Connecticut Legislators:
portal.ct.gov/DDS/LegislativeAffairs/Legistative-Affairs/How-to-contact-Connecticut-Legislators
This link provides a list of State Senators and Representatives for Connecticut

For information on statewide legislative issues contact the General Assembly at:
https://www.cga.ct.gov/olr/actsaffecting.asp
Once on the site, look for Environmental Issues

How to contact U.S. Senators:
https://www.senate.gov/senators/How_to_correspond_senators.htm

https://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/ba8c05f1-7e3b-456b-81d7-b890c26a9f49.pdf
mailto:spotstango@gmail.com
mailto:mlbrooks@optonline.net
mailto:spotstango@gmail.com
http://www.portal.ct.gov/DDS/LegislativeAffairs/Legistative-Affairs/How-to-contact-Connecticut-Legislators
https://www.cga.ct.gov/olr/actsaffecting.asp
https://www.senate.gov/senators/How_to_correspond_senators.htm
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How to contact U.S. Congressmen:
www.govtrack.us/congress/members/CT#representatives

 Please follow the issues and contact your representatives with your concerns, or questions.

Gerri Giordano, Legislation/Government Action Chair

Helping to Feed New England

It’s time to report in. Back in the August/September edition of the newsletter we profiled the New England
Garden Club project, “Planting the New England Victory Garden.” We encouraged you join in and fight the
hardship of food insecurity, especially during the pandemic. Many of you participated as clubs or
individually. Your efforts and donations provided produce to local food banks and soup kitchens. Please let
us know of your contributions by completing the report - click button below.

Arlene Field
President

Food Bank Donation Form

Donations by Garden Clubs to our Scholarship, Garden Therapy and World Gardening Funds

We thank the following Garden Clubs for their recent donations to the FGCCT Scholarship Fund, the
Garden Therapy Fund and the World Gardening Fund. Our appeal is ongoing to give all of our clubs the
opportunity to make a contribution in the amount of their choosing.

Margareta Kotch is Scholarship Chair and Peggy Lajoie Garden Therapy and World Gardening Chair.

Please note the Change in Donation Procedure
Effective immediately, donations from Garden Clubs and individuals should be sent directly to the Chairs of
those committees and not to the Branford Office. This will streamline the process and the Chairs will be
able to acknowledge your generous donations in a timely manner. The Chairs will then send checks to the
Assistant Treasurer for deposit. Send donations to:

Scholarship Chair, Margareta Kotch, 9 Declaration Road, Southbury, CT 06488
Garden Therapy & World Gardening Chair, Peggy Lajoie, 12 Eastview Road, Southington, CT 06489

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/members/CT#representatives
https://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/2fa7a10f-8202-45f5-91b1-9c6d3412750a.pdf
mailto:scholarships@ctgardenclubs.org
mailto:worldgardening@ctgardenclubs.org
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How do your World Gardening Donations work?

Publications from National Garden Clubs, Inc. and New England Garden

Clubs, Inc.

September/October of Keeping in Touch August issue of Northern Exposure

Tips to use online calendar and submitting a calendar event - click buttons below.
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram

Event Calendar Navigation Submit an Event

Deadline to submit articles/photos, ads and calendar events for the December 2020/January 2021 issue of
The Connecticut Federation News is November 10, 2020. Please submit to:

ARTICLES/PHOTOS
Joan Burgess
CFNewsManager@ctgardenclubs.org

ADVERTISING
Barbara Rombald
PO Box 854, Branford, CT 06405

https://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/7fec819d-4690-45cd-9247-f2ffa4aa3135.pdf
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How To
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Contact Us

Sign up for Emails

State, Regional &
 National Events

View All Events

View Local Events

Quick Links

About Us

Membership

Education

Projects
Awards

6339 Members 122 Clubs 27 Affiliates
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