
 

 

 
 

Minutes of the Board Meeting 

May 20, 2020 
Virtual Meeting via Zoom.US 

 

 

 

 

Present:, Sharon Bender, Polly Brooks, Joan Burgess, Cheryl Cappiali, Vonice Carr, Kathy 

Feller, Arlene Field, Gerri Giordano, Jennifer Haddon, Shirley Hall, Shelley Hedberg, Jan 

Hickcox, Margareta Kotch, Susan Laursen, Kathy Lindroth, Terry Lubman, Trish Manfredi, 

Renee Marsh, Nan Merolla, Maria Nahom, Donna Nowak, Lesley Orlowski, Jane Polacco, Karin 

Pyskaty, Barbara Romblad, Ronnie Schoelzel, Krista Swanson-Fiorini, Peggy Townsend, Jane 

Waugh, Inge Venus  

 

Excused:  Ginni Donovan, Dottie Fox, Nancy Lenoce, Gini Mita, Becky Paul, Carol Steiner, 

Ellie Tessmer 

 

President Arlene Field called the meeting to order at 10:09 a.m. The meeting began with the 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America led by Kathy Lindroth.  

President Field then welcomed everyone including former presidents Inge Venus, Jane Waugh, 

Ronnie Schoelzel, Donna Nowak and Maria Nahom.  

A moment of silence was observed in memory of Becky Paul’s husband Robert and her brother, 

and also those who have passed due to the COVID-19 virus. 

President Field reminded everyone that when the Call to the Board Meeting goes out, Directors 

should respond to both the President and the Recording Secretary Kathy Feller as to their 

intention to attend as well as any report and/or motion that will be presented. Additionally, 

Motions should also be provided to the Parliamentarian, Maria Nahom. These should be received 

no later than Monday morning preceding the Board meeting. 

Recording Secretary:  Kathy Feller 
 

The Minutes of the April 17, 2019 Annual Meeting were approved as corrected.  

The Minutes of the January 15, 2020 Board of Director’s Meeting were approved. 

 

Nominating Chair: Ronnie Schoelzel: 
 

MOTION:  I move to extend the term of Civic Development Chair, Jan Hickcox, 

Garden Club of Hartford, for an additional two years. Motion carried. 

 

Next Meeting – July 15, 2020 
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MOTION: I move to ratify the unanimous vote by the Executive Committee that 

Vonice Carr, a member of the Thames River Garden Club, be approved as Awards 

Chair for a two-year term. Motion carried. 

MOTION:  I move to approve a second term for Jennifer Haddon, Books Chair, 

and Kathy Lindroth, Tours Coordinator. Motion carried. 

MOTION:  I move to approve a third term for Shirley Hall, Treasurer, and Jane 

Polacco, Assistant Treasurer. Motion carried. 

Corresponding Secretary: Lesley Orlowski 
 

Lesley listed the various communications which she has received including correspondences 

between Polly Brooks and Arlene Field regarding a donation to the National Parks Foundation in 

memory of Polly’s husband.  She also reported numerous thank you notes which are listed in the 

Addendum. 

 

President:  Arlene Field  

President Field reported her many activities since the last Board meeting in January.  She 

enjoyed visiting many garden clubs and had invititations to visit many more; however the 

meetings were cancelled as a result of the restrictions imposed by the Coronavirus. 

 

The National Garden Club’s Convention in Milwaukee May 12-16 was cancelled. 

 

President Field is waiting to hear back from Kristie Gonsalves of North East Expos regarding 

“hold harmless” language that Arlene believes must be included in the Letter of Intent for the 

2021 Connecticut Flower Show. 

 

President Field’s complete report is included in the Addendum to these Minutes. 

 

First Vice President and Headquarters Director:  Polly Brooks  

Polly reported that Office Administrator Barbara Romblad will attend future Board meetings 

so that she is fully aware of the business conducted.  Polly reported her activities since the 

November 2019 meeting which are listed in the Addendum. 

The office report as of May 15, 2020 is as follows: 

− Total clubs: 122 

− Total membership: 6343 

− Total Affiliate Organizations: 27 

− Total Active Constant Contact: 5450 

Motion: I move that The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. add a 

Tribute Award for Communications to commence in 2021.  Motion carried. 
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Second Vice President:  Karin Pyskaty 

 Karin will send out another reminder about the Tribute Awards. 

 Karin reported the merger of the Evergreen Garden Club and the Country Gardeners of 

Glastonbury, both longtime members of The Federation.  She recommended waiving the 

six-month waiting period requirement for new clubs as specified in the Bylaws.  

 Karin’s complete report is included in the Addendum. 

 

Motion:  I move that The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. accept the 

Evergreen Country Gardeners as a member without the six-month period specified in 

the Bylaws, Article III.  Motion Carried. 

 

Treasurer:  Shirley Hall  
Treasurer Hall reported that as of April 30, 2020 our assets totaled $424,056, of which 

$50,635 is in restricted Council accounts and $34,488 is in other restricted donation accounts.  

A Balance Sheet as of April 30, 2020 and a Profit and Loss Statement
 
are attached to these 

Minutes.  Treasurer Hall’s complete report is included in the Addendum. 

 

Finance Officer: Terry Lubman 
Terry shared information about the FGCCT insurance policies. 

 

Reports of Committee Chairs  

Advisory Council Chair:  Inge Venus 
Inge discussed the process of tabulating points for the Club Awards of Honor to be presented at 

the Awards Meeting in October. 

 

Awards Chair:  Vonice Carr 
Vonice is working with Inge Venus to learn her responsibilities as Awards Chair. Her report is 

included in the Addendum. 

 

Books Chair:  Jennifer Haddon 
Book sales at the Connecticut Flower show grossed $1341.00 

 

Connecticut Flower Show:  Ginni Donovan  (read by Kathy Feller) 
 Work on the 2021 Connecticut Flower Show began in February 2020. A specific title has 

not been agreed upon as yet.  The theme will be “Music,” which should allow many 

opportunities for creativity and innovation. 

 We are working on the second draft of the schedule. Hopefully the Letter of Intent with 

North East Expos will be signed soon. 

 Several Committee slots remain to be filled. 

 

Environmental School:  Sharon Bender  
Environmental School Course 3 is scheduled for September 22-23 at the Kellogg Center, Derby. 

There is a need to move it to Zoom. 
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Judges Council:  Trish Manfredi   
Numerous cancellations and postponements took place (Judges Council meetings, Beyond 

Beginning Design Workshops, Creative Arrangers sessions, etc.). 

 

Landscape Design Council: Susan Laursen 
 Fifteen council members judged landscape designs at the Connecticut Flower and Garden 

Show. 

 An article about using elements in landscape design, written by Susan and Sue Kelley, 

was submitted to NGC’s Landscape Design Schools and Councils newsletter, 

“Newscape.” 

 Two spring events were cancelled. 

 

Landscape Design School:  Karin Pyskaty  
LDS Course 2 scheduled for March 2020 was cancelled and rescheduled to March 23-25, 2021. 

Karin is also looking into a virtual presentation. 

 

Meetings:  Nan Merolla  
 The Federation’s 91

st
 Annual Meeting scheduled for April 2020 was cancelled. 

 Our Annual Awards Meeting is tentatively scheduled for October 28, 2020 and will 

include a design challenge event. 

 Nan’s complete report is included in the Addendum 

Tours:  Kathy Lindroth   

 All tours scheduled for 2020 have been cancelled.   

 Tours planned for 2021 include Historic Virginia Garden Week, Newport Flower Show, 

and Southwest National Parks, 

CAES Liaison and Club Calendar Manager:  Ellie Tessmer 
CFNews and Website Calendars   

Updated local garden club events for the Newsletter and Website. 

 

CAES Liaison:  

The new director is Dr. Jason White. 

Plant Science Day is scheduled for August 5, 2020 and will be held virtually. 

 

President’s Project: Invasives. 

 Check for garlic mustard and remove. 

 Visit the CIPWG website for info to manage invasives. 

 New York Times article 5/17/20 “Weed, Weep, Repeat” 

 

New Business:   
 Update the calendar for 2021 

 Dr. Andreadis’ retirement event has not yet been rescheduled. 

 Gardening School planned for 2020 is still up in the air. 
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Meeting Adjourned at 11:11 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Kathy Feller, Recording Secretary 

 

Attachments:  

Year-to-Date P&L and Balance Sheet as of April 30, 2020.   

 

 

Motions 
 

Motion by Ronnie Schoelzel: I move to extend the term of Civic Development Chair, Jan 

Hickcox, GC of Hartford, for an additional two years. Motion carried. 

Motion by Ronnie Schoelzel: I move to ratify the unanimous vote by the Executive 

Committee that Vonice Carr, a member of the Thames River Garden Club, be approved as 

Awards Chair for a two-year term. Motion carried. 

Motion by Ronnie Schoelzel: I move to approve a second term for Jennifer Haddon, Books 

Chair, and Kathy Lindroth, Tours Coordinator. Motion carried. 

Motion by Ronnie Schoelzel: I move to approve a third term for Shirley Hall, Treasurer, 

and Jane Polacco, Assistant Treasurer. Motion carried. 

Motion by Polly Brooks: I move that The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. add 

a Tribute Award for Communications to commence in 2021. Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Karin Pyskaty: Motion: I move that the Federated Garden Clubs of  

Connecticut, Inc. accept the Evergreen Country Gardeners as a member without the 

six-month period specified in the Bylaws, Article III.  Motion carried. 

 

 


