
 

90th ANNUAL MEETING 

 April 17, 2019 
 
President Inge Venus called the 90th Annual Meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. at the Aqua Turf Club.  

She extended a welcome to the 316 garden club members and 14 guests in attendance.   North Haven 

Garden Club member Cindy Golia led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Inge thanked Meetings Chair Nan Merolla for capably organizing this meeting and for the 

decorations in celebration of the 90th anniversary of The Federation. She thanked Treasurer Shirley 

Hall for processing registrations, the Wallingford Garden Club for preparing the name tags, and the 

Long Hill Garden Club for creating the centerpieces. 

 

Inge welcomed our guests and the former presidents in attendance:  New England Garden Clubs 

Director Susan Hinkel; Massachusetts President and Vice President Suzanne McCance and Bonnie 

Rosenthall; New Hampshire President and Vice President Joyce Kimball and Susan Miner; Rhode 

Island President and Vice President Blakely Szosz and Deb Ort; First Vice President Arlene Field’s 

husband, Bill; Inge’s guest, Cheshire Historical Society President Diane Calabro; former FGCCT 

Presidents Maria Nahom, Ronnie Schoelzel, Donna Nowak, and Jane Waugh; and Program Speaker 

Michael Derouin. 

 

In recognition of The Federation having reached a significant milestone, Inge presented a 15-minute 

historical overview of the last 90 years in front of a large tri-fold display. The overview is provided 

in the addendum to these Minutes. 

 

Program Chair Gini Mita introduced Speaker Michael Derouin, who presented a floral design program. 

 

After a short break, Inge continued with the formal portion of the Business Meeting.  She announced 

that the Minutes of last year’s Annual Meeting were reviewed by our Executive Committee and found 

to be in order. 

 

 Motion by Jane Waugh:  I move to dispense with the reading of the minutes. 

 Motion carried. 

 

A moment of silence was observed in memory of three Federation Board members who passed away:  

30th FGCCT President Lee Bauerfeld; Bronze Medal recipient and former Awards Chair Helen 

Pritchard; and former NEWS Editor and Yearbook Manager Joan Crimmins, as well as those members 

in garden clubs lost during the past year.   

 

President’s State Projects Chair, Holly Kocet announced the names of the 12 clubs that were 

recipients of a Conservation Championship Award Certificate and also two individual club 
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members who created either a Xeriscape Garden or a Pollinator-friendly Garden: Colchester 

GC (2); Daytime Gardeners; Lyme GC; Kensington GC; Naugatuck GC; North Haven GC; 

Orchard Valley GC; Riverside GC, Rowayton Gardeners; Simsbury GC; Gini Mita; and 

Madeleine Hexter.   

 

The Quiet Corner Garden Club was recognized with a certificate for the highest percentage increase in 

total members.  The Wilton Garden Club was acknowledged with a certificate for the largest increase 

in membership. 

 

Recognizing that presenting her Annual Report would take significant time, Inge stated that she 

would forgo reading it.  Inge’s report is included in the Addendum attached to these Minutes. 

 

President Venus awarded the following Presidential Citations: 

 Jane Waugh – Website Chair 

 Holly Kocet – State Projects Chair and Contest Manager 

 Ellie Tessmer – Calendar Manager; ECC Chair; GCC Chair 

 Shirley Hall – Treasurer for FGCCT, 2nd Annual NEGC Meeting, and 51st NGC Symposium 

 Shelley Hedberg – Website Liaison 

 Trish Manfredi – Chair of 51st NGC Symposium; Lecturer at Beyond Beginning Workshops; 

Coordinator for table centerpieces at FGCCT State meetings; Coordinator for club design 

programs at State meetings 

 Karin Pyskaty – Landscape Design School Chair; 2nd Annual NEGC Meeting Chair 

 Cathy Ritch – Connecticut Flower Show Chair for three years; Coordinator for Beyond 

Beginning creative floral design workshops 

 Polly Brooks – Second Vice President and Membership Chair 

 Arlene Field – First Vice President and Headquarters Director   

 Barbara Romblad – Office Administrator 

 

Bylaws Review Committee Chair Donna Nowak thanked the members of the Bylaws Review 

Committee – Polly Brooks, Arlene Field and Shirley Hall.  The proposed Bylaws changes were sent 

to all club presidents along with the Call to this Annual Meeting.  They were approved by the Board 

of Directors at the March 20, 2019 meeting of the Board of Directors.  Donna reported that the main 

objective was to bring the Bylaws into conformance with Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised.  

 

Motion by Ellie Tessmer: To adopt the Bylaws with proposed amendments dated 

April 17, 2019.  Motion carried. 

 

Inge then presented Donna Nowak with a Presidential Citation. 

 

Nominating Committee Chair Gerri Giordano thanked the committee members: Arlene Field; 

Ronnie Schoelzel; Cindy Golia; Dina Rawling;  Kandra Houston.  Gerri presented the Nominating 

Slate for 2019-2021. 

 

OFFICERS  

President   Arlene Field  Long Hill Garden Club    

First Vice President  Polly Brooks             Litchfield Garden Club 

Second Vice President Karin Pyskaty  Wallingford Garden Club 

Recording Secretary  Janet Spaulding       Country Gardeners of Glastonbury  
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS   

Awards   Janet Spaulding      Country Gardeners 

Environment/Conservation Nancy Lenoce          Long Hill Garden Club                 

Garden Therapy                      Peggy Lajoie             Kensington Garden Club                         

Historic/Mem/Pub. Gardens Carol Steiner  Wilton Garden Club 

Horticulture   Renee Marsh  Olde Ripton Garden Club 

Legislation   Gerri Giordano North Haven Garden Club 

Meetings   Nan Merolla            Wilton Garden Club               

News Manager  Joan Burgess  Litchfield Garden Club  

Programs   Gini Mita  Wallingford Garden Club 

Public Relations             Becky Paul               Guilford Garden Club   

Scholarship   Margareta Kotch     Town & Country GC of Newtown           

Youth Activities  Dottie Fox                Kensington Garden Club   

 

President Venus asked if there were any additional nominations from the floor.  Hearing none, she 

asked for a motion to close the nominations.   

Motion by Holly Kocet:  I move to close the nominations.  Motion carried.   

Motion by Margareta Kotch:  I move to accept the slate as presented.  Motion carried. 

 

Gerri then read the list of Board members continuing in Office: 

 

ELECTED BOARD MEMBERS - CONTINUING IN OFFICE 

Treasurer    Shirley Hall  Wallingford Garden Club  

Assistant Treasurer   Jane Polacco  Watertown Garden Club 

Books     Jennifer Haddon     Morris Cove Garden Club 

Civic Development   Jan Hickcox  Garden Club Of Hartford 

Tours Coordinator   Kathy Lindroth Farmington Garden Club 

 

The following School and Council Chairs are also members of the Board: 

 

COUNCILS AND SCHOOLS 

Flower Show School  Peg Townsend         Garden Club Of Newtown; 

       Town & Country GC of Newtown 

Gardening Cons. Council Cheryl Cappiali Milford Garden Club 

Gardening School  Cheryl Cappiali        Milford Garden Club 

Judges Council  Trish Manfredi Country Gardeners of Glastonbury 

Landscape Design Council Susan Laursen  Wallingford Garden Club 

Landscape Design School Karin Pyskaty  Wallingford Garden Club 

 

Inge presented Gerri Giordano with a Presidential Citation. 

 

New England Garden Clubs Director Susan Hinkel installed the incoming officers of The 

Federation for the 2019-2021 term.  Following the installation of the four new officers, the 

gavel and President’s pins were exchanged between Inge and Arlene.   
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Arlene delivered her acceptance speech which included her goals for the next two years, as well 

announcing the theme which she selected for her term as President:  “Out with Invasives. In with 

Natives.”  

 

She concluded with the following Presidential appointments. 

 

 Blue Star Memorial   Krista Swanson Fiorini 

 Bylaws    Donna Nowak 

 Corresponding Secretary  Lesley Orlowski 

 Finance Officer   Terry Lubman 

 Connecticut Flower Show  Ginni Donovan 

 Nominating    Ronnie Schoelzel 

 Parliamentarian   Maria Nahom 

 Protocol    Becky Paul 

 State Projects    Ellie Tessmer  

 Website     Shelley Hedberg  

 Affiliate Liaison – CAES  Ellie Tessmer 

 

A surprise presentation by UCONN student Stephen Kelly of a song lampooning invasive plants 

followed.  

 

The business meeting was adjourned at 12:45 p.m.   

 

Lunch followed, with newly elected Second-Vice President Karin Pyskaty giving the Blessing. 

 

Meetings Chair Nan Merolla conducted the drawing for prizes during the luncheon, following 

which Inge presented Nan with a Presidential Citation.   

 

In conclusion, Inge and Arlene shared a tap of the gavel and adjourned the meeting. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Karin Pyskaty 

Recording Secretary 


