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One of the highlights in September of 2017 was the unveiling and launching of
our new Website. It is so easy to navigate now-a-days and new postings are
almost made daily — mostly by Website Liaison Shelley Hedberg. Furthermore,
your monthly meetings are now posted several weeks ahead of time thanks to
our Calendar Manager Ellie Tessmer.

It was Connecticut’s turn to sponsor the New England Garden Clubs’ Second
Annual Meeting under the leadership of Karin Pyskaty, as well as the
51° National Symposium chaired by Trish Manfredi — all held at the beautiful
Water’s Edge Inn in Westbrook in October 2018.

Both of our CT Flower Shows under the leadership of Cathy Ritch were hugely
successful and helped break the monotony of the winter season. The “Virtual
Tour of April in Paris” is a delight to look at on our website’s Events page.

Five of our garden clubs sponsored a Blue Star Memorial Marker and together
with Chair Krista Swanson Fiorini dedicated them in their respective towns.

Youth Chair Dottie Fox submitted students’ Smokey Bear and Woodsy Owl
posters as well as poetry and essays to New England Garden Clubs, some of
which went on to National for further awards consideration.

Our Tours program is always popular — with the latest international one
scheduled for Japan.

Thanks to your donations to our Scholarship Fund, we’ve been able to present
several college students with a sizable award.

In conclusion, it is with great pleasure and gratitude that | present my
Presidential Citations.



