The
Federated Garden Clubs
o Connecticut, Inc.

Addendum to the Minutes of the Board Meeting
January 15, 2020

Report of the President — Arlene Field
Welcome former Presidents — Inge Venus, Ronnie Schoelzel, Donna Nowak and Maria Nahom

Thank you to the Hostesses for our refreshments today: Shelley Hedberg, Lesley
Orlowski, Maria Nahom and Karin Pyskaty.

Let’s observe a moment of silence in memory of Polly Brooks’ husband, Reto
Morosani.

You have all reeived the Call to the Boad Meeting which | emailed on January 2nd.
When the call to the meeting goes out, please rsvp to me and Kathy Feller and advise
whether or not you will attend and if you will have a report. Many Board members
have not responded at all. Going forward, if you do not respond you will be considered
“absent,” not excused.

Others have sent reports late in the day yesterday. This is truly rude and unfair to both
me and Kathy who must put everything on hold to prepare for the meeting. In the
future, when you receive the Call to the BOD Meeting, please rsvp to both me and
Kathy indicating whether or not you will attend and whether or not you will be
submitting a report/motion. If you will be presenting a report, be sure that it received
by us by the Monday morning preceding the Board meeting. This behavior is a real
disappointment.

I’ve had the privilege and pleasure to receive invitations to visit from numerous garden
clubs from all corners of the state. Attending their meetings, learning more about the clubs
and engaging on a personal level with club members is what | enjoy most about my
presidency. | would like to meet with as many clubs as | can during my two-year term.

My schedule has slowed a great deal since my report at the November Board meeting.

e November 21 — Attended a luncheon and meeting of the Thames River Garden Club in
Waterford.

e December 4 — Attended the Cheshire Garden Club’s Holiday Luncheon

e December 9 — Attended the Long Hill Garden Club’s Holiday Luncheon (which happens to
be my own garden club)



e December 14 — Visited the Osborne Homestead Museum, an Affiliate, one of Connecticut’s
Historic Gardens, which is decorated for the holidays by member garden clubs.

National Garden Club’s Convention will be held May 12-16. In Milwaukee | encourage you to
attend. Take a look at the NGC website for further information.

Report of the Treasurer — Shirley Hall

Board Meeting January 15, 2020

As of December 31 our assets totaled $396,618, of which $52,409 is in restricted accounts
belonging to the four Councils, and $32,714 is in the donation based restricted accounts, such as
Scholarship and Garden Therapy. The good news is that it looks as though we will have an
increase in net assets of over $30,000 for the year ending December 31, 2019, up from $365,788
in 2018. A portion of that gain is $3,000 more in our Council Funds, mostly due to the generous
donation of almost $10,000 to the Katherine Patrick Fund. We had a gain of almost $16,000 in
our other restricted accounts, due to the very generous donation of $15,000 from the Lubman
family to fund our Former President’s pins and our Bronze Awards for years to come. And we
actually had a net gain in our operating accounts of over $11,000, partly the result of more
income than we budgeted from Tours plus we didn’t lose money on our two state luncheon
meetings this year. We also had more income than we budgeted for from Schools, but don’t go
spending it yet....some of that income, about $3,000, is from early registrations for LDS to be
held in March 2020. We also had slightly less than budgeted expenses. The $396,000 in assets at
the end of 2019 is the highest in 4 years and we are almost back to our asset total of $400,000
which is the figure | was aiming for. Thank you all for looking out for our dollars!

Our largest source of income is the Dues paid by our members. In January, Barbara Romblad
mails the current roster to each club with a dues invoice and instructions. Club Treasurers are to
delete those who are no longer members, add ALL members, including new members and all
others regardless of their membership category who are not listed on that roster. They then must
deduct Life Members, and complete the invoice by computing the net number of members and
multiplying by $6 each. This needs to be completed by March 31st each year, but usually drags
on until June. Many of the Clubs who were late-payers last year are represented here at our
Board Meeting, so please ask your club Treasurers to comply with the deadline. I’d like to
mention that paying dues is not just a one-time, once-a-year thing for Clubs. Between the time of
their initial dues payment early in the calendar year and September 30th of each year, Clubs are
to submit to the office all changes in Membership, including deaths, resignations, and all

their new members with their contact info and with payment for their dues, regardless of the
club’s fiscal year. New Members who join between October 1st and December 31st do not owe
FGCCT dues until they are added to the Roster in January, but the Club must still notify the
office so these new members will start receiving the CFNEWS. We are beginning to address the
issue of all the various Membership categories in our Clubs and the fact that many Clubs have
not been submitting dues to FGCCT for all members. You’ll hear more about this issue in the
months to come from Membership Chair, Karin Pyskaty. We are striving to get all Clubs to
comply and pay dues for each and every member regardless of their membership category or
description, with the exception of Life Members.

A few things | need to mention yet again.....Send your checks for deposit to our Assistant
Treasurer, Jane Polacco. Send invoices to be paid and reimbursement requests to me because |
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write the checks. Our contact information is on our website in the Board Directory in the
Members Area. Regarding reimbursements, you must fill out a reimbursement request form
(available on our website & copies available here) and attach receipts. You can give to me in
person, mail the paperwork to me, or scan all paperwork and attach to an email to me. If you are
a Chair or Officer and the amount of the reimbursement is within your budget it does not need to
be approved. If you are NOT the chair then your Chair must approve and sign the request
before you send it to me. This can also be done by scanning and emailing the request and
paperwork to both me and your Chair, who will then reply with their approval. And please, send
your reimbursement requests in a timely manner.

Year-end P&L and Balance Sheet as of December 31, 2019 are attached.

Both are subject to change pending preparation for tax filing and the Accountant review.
Shirley Hall, Treasurer

Report of the Second Vice President — Karin Pyskaty

| fielded questions regarding Tribute Awards...remember, they are due by May 31 this year
NOT August 15", | responded to 4 individuals regarding membership in local clubs. One was
actually my club and she is now a member!

A tremendous amount of time was spent revising the letter sent out to our Affiliates. A number
of our Affiliates were not receiving the CFNews or FGCCT updates. The decision was made to
offer those Affiliate members a year gratis. Those letters will be sent out shortly.

It was also brought to my attention, that when clubs welcomed new members after October 1%
and notified the FGCCT office. Those members should be receiving the CFNews. Some were
not. New member dues are not due until January. | will clarify that in the next issue of the
CFNews so clubs know to contact the office and include new members on their roster with their
dues.

Report of the Awards Chair — Inge Venus
The Awards Committee handled three projects since our November 20, 2019 Board Meeting:

1. Club Yearbooks: Two members of the Suffield Garden Club, Susan Mayne and Joyce Zien,
helped with the judging of the 25 Yearbooks submitted by our Connecticut garden clubs. The
winning yearbook in five of the six club size categories plus the Judges Council yearbook were
submitted to the New England Garden Clubs Awards Chair Judith Stallworth in Maine on
January 9th and receipt acknowledged on the 11th. Of note is that clubs need to know that their
yearbooks are judged by the New England Garden Clubs, not National Garden Clubs, and that
they will need to state in their yearbooks that their club is a member not only of our Federation
and of National Garden Clubs but also of New England Garden Clubs.

2. Public Relations: ~ On December 7, 2019, Becky Paul came over to the house and together
we reviewed all the club entries she had received to date, including 10 newsletters; two
membership brochures; one calendar; one 100-year club history booklet and one 100-year
pictorial club history; three Facebook Pages; and one website. After judging, the decision was
reached to consider submitting two newsletters, one membership brochure, one club history, one
calendar, one Facebook Page and one Website to the NGC Awards Committee. Facebook Page
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and Website were moved to the General Awards category. The clubs for the other four were
contacted to complete a three-page NGC Awards Application. The last one finally arrived on
December 31st and all four applications were sent to the NGC Awards Vice-Chair Carol Bullard
in Mississippi and receipt acknowledged on January 3rd.

3. General NGC Awards:  Trying to determine which club projects during the calendar year
2019 warrant further award consideration presented quite a challenge judging by the 42-page
NGC Awards List on their website. | have had five garden clubs prepare the three-page NGC
Awards Application, which all of them returned, and | mailed them on January 2nd to the NGC
Awards Chair Pat Young, also in Mississippi, and receipt acknowledged on the 4th. Of note is
that each of these clubs felt honored that their project was being considered for an NGC award.

4. Silver Manager: It is my recommendation that all silver awards presented to clubs and
individuals at our October 30th Awards Meeting at Aqua Turf be returned to my address in
Cheshire so they’ll all be under one roof.

October 15, 2019 Yearbook Judges 25 Yearbooks before judging

December 7, 2019 Public Relations Judge =~ December 7, 2019 to January 2, 2020 NGC
Awards Applications

Report of Environmental Concerns/ Conservation Chair — Nancy Lenoce
Bald Eagles in Connecticut January 2020

The Bald Eagle population is growing in our state. About 100 Bald eagles winter in CT
from December to early March due to open water. Currently the January mid-winter count is
taking place, coordinated by the US Army Corps of Engineers.

Last Year, 2019 new records were set. CT recorded 64 active territories vs 55 the previous year
e 45 successful nests vs 38 and
e 81 chicks vs 68 the previous year.

Nesting eagles are found across the state in every county and watershed area. Some locations
where Eagles are found: Greenwich, Darien, Norwalk, Fairfield, Easton, Monroe, Shelton,
Southbury, Bridgewater, Sherman, Kent, Middlefield, and Litchfield as well as the CT River
Valley...Haddam, East Haddam and Old Lyme. Cities include Bridgeport, New Haven and
Middletown.

The pesticide DDT caused massive decline of Bald Eagles nationwide in the 1960's .. CT
banned DDT in 1969 and other states followed in the 1970's. The first nesting territory was
established in CT in 1992.

Some interesting facts:

e 1782 Declared National Emblem, species unique to North America
e 1973 Declared Endangered Species , 1995 Threatened Species
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e 1995 Removed from Lists but is still protected by other laws.

Weighs: 8- 14 Ibs, 34" to 43" long, Wing span: 6-8 ft, : Life Expectancy: 25 to 30 years.
Habitat: Water for Fish and tall trees for nesting.

CT has places for viewing Eagles......Shepaug Dam in Southbury, CT River Expeditions, Essex
Steam Train as well as others listed on CT places to visit. Best time January to Mid March..

Report of the Environmental School Chair — Sharon Bender

We will hold Environmental School 3 on Tuesday and Wednesday, September 22 and 23, 2020,
at the Jones Auditorium of the CT Agriculture Experiment Station, 123 Huntington St., New
Haven, CT.

Report of the Flower Show School Chair — Peggy Townsend

After successfully wrapping up Course IV in October, | began planning the next series of Flower
Show Schools starting in the spring of 2020.

After several meetings and many phone calls and emails, | realized that we are an extremely
busy federation; and that it is impossible to schedule FSS for four consecutive days in March or
April this year.

Consequently, we decided to slow down and start the next series of courses next fall.

Course | October 19-22, 2020 at Kellogg
Course 11 April 26-29, 2021 at Kellogg
Course Il Oct 18-21, 2021 or Nov 1-4, 2021

Course IV April 25-28 2022.

These dates do not conflict with our other three schools or the Massachusetts Flower Show
Schools. Also, | believe they do not conflict with: Judges Council, Beyond Beginnings,
FGCCT Awards Mtg and FGCCT Annual Mtg, the Riverside/Greenwich Flower Show, or
scheduled Federated Trips and Tours.

2020 2021 2022 (Not Verified))
Judges Council Meetings: April 21, 2020 April 20,2021 (April 19, 2022)
FGCCT Annual Mtg (3@ Wed)  April 15, 2020 April 14,2021 (April 20, 2022)
FGCCT Awards Mtg (4" Wed)  Oct. 28, 2020 Oct 27,

N/A
Riverside/Greenwich F Show Oct. 7, 2020 Early Oct. N/A
Massachusetts Flower Show School:
Course I Oct 2019 Course Il April 15-17, 2020
Course 111 Oct. 14-16, 2020 Course 1V April14-16, 2021.
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Today, | am asking you to please make me aware of any of the FGCCT events that you know are
already scheduled (or usually scheduled) that will preclude me from finalizing and scheduling
these courses. Thank you.

Report of the Judges Council Chair — Trish Manfredi

Judges Council met November 19th, 2019 with an excellent program "Mass-Mania - Comparing
and Contrasting NGC Mass [Floral] Designs". Four judges: Deb Vallas, Ronnie Schoelzel,
Margaret Colby and Maria Nahom created a specific design and discussed the criteria for each,
as they represented various decades of NGC floral design.

Work has started on a review and update of the Flower Show Awards available in CT - these
include those given by FGCCT, Inc., and the New England Region. Some exhibiting awards are
given only at the State Flower Show and some are available to clubs. Others are given for
outstanding flower shows. Continuing a decision made a few years ago, to be eligible for a
Flower Show Award, a club must have their flower show evaluated by a panel of three judges
using the NGC evaluation form and criteria. A book of evidence does not need to be prepared
for state awards. We are working on feedback forms to help clubs with future shows. The
review process will also compare awards at the state level with those at National.

The March 17th and April 21st Judges Council programs welcome attendance from the other
Schools and Councils. March 17th will feature Christopher Harley of Colorblends, Inc. of
Bridgeport. Colorblends is a third-generation, wholesale flowerbulb merchant with decades of
experience in the Netherlands and the USA. April 21 feature Blue Ribbon Pesticides - Protecting
the Environment and Pollinators by Sarah Bailey, UConn Master Gardener Coordinator,
followed by a discussion of judging 'condition and blemishes' as how do we grow 'perfect’
specimens and be environmentally friendly?

| am concerned about the lack of information on the NGC websites about Symposiums; the
answer is that the website is being worked on. Since the National Gardeners no longer carries a
list of Flower Show Schools and Symposiums it is a disservice to members not to have calendar
info. Also, it is a disservice to those states sponsoring Symposiums, as it limits the exposure that
a Symposium needs to attract attendees. | have had discussions with the NGC Symposium chair
(agrees with me) and the NGC Flower Shows Chair, who didn't have any suggestions except to
go to individual state websites.

We are looking for four clubs to create 10 centerpieces for the Annual Meeting. Reimbursed
$100.

Trish Manfredi, Chair
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Report of the Landscape Design School Chair — Karin Pyskaty

All aspects of the LDS are on schedule! 9 of the 10 topics have instructors ready to present. One
is still up in the air.

e The Landscape Design Process Heather Heimarck

e Site Design and Landform Heather Heimarck

e Plants in the Landscape Nancy DuBrule-Clemente
e Plant Selection Hopefully Nancy DuBrule
e Structures in the Landscape Barbara Schaedler

e Landscapes as a Learning Experience Jeff Moran

e Development of LD in Early America Leslie Martino

e Preservation of Historic Sites Leslie Martino

e Community Landscape Management Barbara Schaedler

e Invasive Plants and Native Alternatives Peter Picone
At this point we have almost 30 registered with a maximum enrollment of 60. Keep in mind
members of the board are welcome to attend.

Report of the Legislation/Government Action Chair — Gerri Giordano

The new Bottle Boll 2020 will be coming up again. At this point, they do not have a written bill
but the bill that will be raised will probably have the same language as last year’s bill, 7964. It
will be a committee bill, probably a Senate Bill and that Senator Christine Cohen from Branford
will take the lead. Representative Mike DeMicco, House chair of the Environmental Committee,
also thinks it will be the same bill raised.

It is a very short session, Feb. 5-May6. There is a coalition headed by Lou Birch. They are
trying to identify statewide organizations: A, who, ideally, will endorse an “expanded and
modernized” bottle bill and offer testimony at the public hearing on behalf of the organization
(either in person or on-line); B, ask members to contact their legislators and report back any
response.

They are looking for an endorsement by the Federated Garden Clubs of Ct. if possible. When
the bill passed in 1979, the Ct. Garden Clubs were active and influential partners in the effort.

Do we wish to support this new bill and how to go about it?
Respectfully submitted,

Gerri Giordano, Legislation Chair

Report of the Meetings Chair — Nan Merolla

Planning is underway for the Federation’s 91% Annual Meeting and Luncheon on Wednesday,
April 15, 2020, at the Aqua Turk Club. 1 have communicated my luncheon menu choices to
Aqua Turf. They have just raised their per person prices by $.50 or now $29.50. They raised
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their prices last year by $.50 also. | suggest we discuss the possibility of raising our price to
our members. We raised our prices from $34 - $36, beginning at our Oct. 2019 meeting, after
the last Aqua Turf price increase. Certainly we want to make sure we comfortably cover our
costs for these meetings.

Our featured speaker will be Larry Weaner, renowned landscape architect, lecturer and author.

Larry will be speaking about his award-winning book, “Garden Revolution: How Our
Landscapes Can Be a Source of Environmental Change.” | will be in contact with him to
determine his Audio/Visual requirements. A videographer has been reserved and | will order a
large 12’ x 12’ screen, a podium with a microphone, and a wireless lavalier microphone.

Currently there is not a program or demonstration planned for 9 — 10am, before the meeting
begins. However, we will have 10-12 interesting vendors for our members to enjoy.

| will be creating registration forms shortly, as soon as | receive detailed information from our
speaker. | will also be submitting a meeting announcement article for our FGCCT Feb.
newsletter.

Future Meeting Dates are the following:
91t Annual Meeting: April 15, 2020
91% Annual Awards Meeting: October 28, 2020
92" Annual Meeting: April 21, 2021
92" Annual Awards Meeting: October 27, 2021

Report of the Nominating Committee Chair — Ronnie Schoelzel

There is a vacancy for the Awards Committee chairman’s position. The Nominating Committee
has contacted two people who have declined. A third person has been contacted, and the
Nominating Committee awaits her reply. We will continue to pursue a candidate for the Awards
position.

Ronnie Schoelzel, Chairman

Donna Nowak

Carol Steiner

Report of the Programs Chair — Gini Mita

Renowned landscape architect and author, Larry Weaner, of Pennsylvania has agreed to be our
speaker at the FGCCT Annual Meeting to be held on April 15, 2020. At this stage, we do not
have the subject of his presentation. He founded Larry Weaner Landscape Associates, a
nationally known firm providing landscape design and restoration services for many facilities in
over 20 states. His work, with its emphasis on establishment of native plant communities and
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invasive species management, has been profiled by many regional and national publications. The
fee for Larry Weaner is $1,500. plus travel expenses from Pennsylvania.

Report of the Scholarship Chair — Margareta Kotch

The National Garden Clubs, Inc. (NGC) offers a Scholarship to a student who is a legal resident
of Connecticut. The student’s major has to be in one of the fields listed in the criteria for the
Connecticut Federation’s Scholarship. The student must maintain a 3.25 GPA, show financial
need and must be entering his/her junior or senior year or be a graduate student at a college or
university in or outside the State of Connecticut.

At the present time, NGC awards 41 scholarships of $4,000.00 each. The number awarded to
each state is based upon the percentage of garden club members in the respective states.
Connecticut is permitted one scholarship.

Applications are available on the NGC website: MWW.nationalgardenclubs/scholarships\.
Applications must be returned to the Connecticut State Scholarship Chair by February 1st. The
committee meets in the month of February, selects one applicant, and then forwards the
application to the NGC Scholarship Chair by March 1%,

Scholarship winners are announced at the National Convention in May. The awards funds are
sent directly to the recipient's school.

FGCCT also offers scholarships. Details and the application are on our website. The deadline
for Connecticut Federation scholarship applications is July 1st.

If you have any questions, contact the FGCCT Scholarship Chair, Margareta Kotch, at
margareta.kotch@icloud.com

Report of the Tours Chair — Kathy Lindroth

In 2020 we have three trips scheduled:

e April 20-26 Historic Virginia Garden Week
e July11-14 Brandywine Valley Spectacular
e September 9-17 Gardens of the Pacific Northwest

The September trip needs more sign-ups! It is an amazing trip with gorgeous private gardens.

| am happy to go to any Club to make a presentation of upcoming trips with a PowerPoint
presentation or just speak and have brochures. How should I best get this information to the
Clubs?

The Tours Committee of FGCCT will realize at least $7500 if all the trips fill, which I do
anticipate.

Plans are underway for 2021 with a proposed trip to South Africa as our ‘big’ trip that would
take place in early November. ldeas for domestic trips include Long Island, Rhode Island
(Newport Flower Show with overnight), Nashville, Hudson Valley and Finger Lakes area. | plan
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to meet with my committee and come up with a proposed schedule that I will present at the next
Board Meeting.

As always, suggestions for trips are appreciated. Members who wish to be part of our Tour
Committee are welcome, too.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Lindroth
Tours Coordinator

Report of the CAES Liaison and Club Calendar Manager — Ellie Tessmer
1.

Prepared Local GC Events for : December/January and February/March for Newsletter.
Federated Website: Calendar for Local Garden Club Events

1. January requests were average as well as Feb/Mar

2. Current requests updated on website. Lesley Orlowski entered many requests.

3. Program on invasives: Feb 24 by UCONN CIPWG 'Invasives Species of the Area and Their
Containment' Programs on Native Plants: Jan 6: Ledyard w/Marjorie Winters; Feb 3 Quiet
Corner GC w/Jessica Lubell; Feb 6: Rowayton Gardeners w/Bill Kenny and Mar 16:
Simsbury GC w/Kathleen Connolly.

CAES Liaison

: New Web address: https://portal.ct.gov/caes. (did not attend Nov 15th

ESA board meeting...ill/ Received copy of minutes from Trish Helm sec. NewHaven GC)_
Update from 11/15/19 minutes: CAES was able to hire a plant physiologist.

CAES summer intern costs to $8,100 from $7,000. (mininum wage now at $12.00.)

Future ESA board meetings 3rd Wed. Slate Board Room 7:00-9:00: 1/15, 3/18, 4/15
Annual meeting, 617, 9/16, 11/18.

President’s Project: Invasives.

1.New Insect on the move from Pennsylvania: The Spotted Lantern Fly. (Display)Research
CAES Insect Inquiry Office: display box w/insect male/female and larva preserved in vial.
Katherine Dugas , State Survey Coordinator came w/display and 2 Pest Alerts. 1)Spotted
Lanternfly ID, Hosts, Signs and Symptoms along with sample submission form. 2)Tree of
Heaven (reproductive host for the insect) ID of Tree of Heaven vs Sumac. Katherine is the
key contact for information on this invasive insect. Will consult and speak to local garden
clubs 123 Huntington St, PO 1106, New Haven CT 06511. 203-974-8483. www.ct.gov/caes
2. Check out 2020 Flower Show Schedule: Especially Educational Exhibits which reflect
Arlene Field's Theme 'Out with Invasives, in with Natives'. 5 Classes presented. Class 1:
Pollinator Pathway Across CT, Key Native Plants in Your Garden, Can You ID These Invasive
Plants?
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