
Addendum to Minutes 

July 17, 2019 Board Meeting 

Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut 

 

Reports from Board Members 

 
President – Arlene Field 

Welcome to former Presidents Jane Waugh, Ronnie Schoelzel, Donna Nowak and  

Maria Nahom. 

 

Thank you to the Hostesses for this mornings refreshments:  Karin Pyskaty, Kathy Lindroth and 

Becky Paul. 

 

I’ve been busy since our last meeting in May. 

 

• I  met with Janet Spaulding, Awards Chair,  to review the Awards Manual.  

• I attended the Garden Club Federation of Massachusetts Annual and Awards Meeting in 

Dedham Massachusetts. 

• I met with Polly Brooks, First Vice President, to review the responsibilities of her new 

position. 

• Visited Wickham Park in preparation for our July BOD meeting.  

• I had the pleasure of attending the 100th Anniversary Celebration of the Riverside 

Garden Club in Greenwich and presented them with a Certificate from National Garden 

Clubs.  

• I was pleased to attend the Landscape Design Council field trip to a magnificent, multi-

acre garden in Westport. 

• Attended the Awards Committee Meeting at CAES.  

• Installed the new officers of the Danbury Garden Club. 

• Met with Ginni Donovan, Chair of the Connecticut Flower Show, in advance of our 

meeting with Kristie Gonsalves, President of North East Expos. 

• Met with Kristie Gonsalves and Ginni Donovan, to review the Letter of Intent for the 

2020 Connecticut Flower Show.  Ginni can report to you about that. 

 

• I’m extremely pleased to make you aware of a sizable donation to The Federation from 

Terry Lubman in the amount of $15,000.  What is remarkable is that this is not her first 

donation to The Federation.  We’re fortunate to have her.  Thank you, Terry, for this 

generous donation.  It is appreciated and valued.  

• I’m passing around the summer edition of National Gardener magazine which includes a 

wonderful article from Susan Laursen, Sue Kelley and Carol King-Platt titled “Insights 

into Landscape Design Exhibits.”  Congratulations, Susan. 

• Lastly, I want to remind you again of grants available from National Garden Clubs. 

− The Plant America Community Project Grants 

− Ames Tools 

− Espoma 
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Information about the grants is available on the National Garden Clubs website ─ 

www.gardenclub.org 

The login for members is “member” and the password is “conserve.” 

 

 

First Vice President Report − Polly Brooks 

Membership –6469 members in the FGCCT database 

I continued to process membership & dues incoming reports.  Processing consists of editing 

name, email, the addition and removal of members. 

Membership Update for NGC – Sent updated (7/1) list to NGC for National Gardener 

Subscription 

Constant Contact:  5315 garden club members   

As changes in membership continue to come in, the membership email list in Constant Contact is 

updated by adding, editing and deleting members.   

Affiliate Organizations:   Affiliate organizations 27  

Communication:  Many detailed email communications.  

Mail:  Processing and distribution of mail.   

Banking:  Posting of checks/filling deposit forms/making deposits.  In addition, copy of ledger 

statement made and sent to Treasurer. 

Posting of Donations:  Donations to Scholarship, Garden Therapy & World Gardening require 

contacting individual chairs giving them the contact information they need to send 

acknowledgments. 

Sent renewal information including new fee electronically to Speakers that are up for renewal 

on Program Suggestion List.  

Routine clerical office work/going to post office/bank 

Summary: As of 7/11/19  

Total Clubs: 122; Total Membership – 6469; Affiliate Organizations – 27; Constant Contact 

– 5315  

 

Second Vice President Report – Karin Pyskaty 

CFNews 

• Articles submitted to June and August CFNews re: Tribute Awards and Life 

Memberships.  

• An article reminding the membership about Plant Science Day will be in the August 

issue.  

Meetings 

• June 18th – Awards Meeting at Jones Auditorium 

Communications 

• Bud and Blossom is dissolving their club.  We have not received a formal letter from 

them as yet, although one member has asked to become a Member at Large which 

suggests they have begun the process.  (2 emails and 3 phone calls)  

• Jeremy Pelletier of CTNOFA regarding dues.  He was not familiar with the membership 

and asked for a clarification, but have not heard back. 

• All the following are in the process of paying but I am not aware at this point if Barbara 

has received any. She will let me know on Tuesday so I can report.  

o North Haven Daytime Gardeners – dues 

http://www.gardenclub.org/
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o Shoreline Garden Club – dues 

o Knollwood Garden Club – dues 

o Sherman Garden Club – dues 

Life Memberships 

• Wallingford Garden Club 

o Caryl Ryan, Annette Adamec, Ann Gouin 

• Guilford Garden Club 

o Marlene DeSanto 

• Greens Farms Garden Club – Southport 

o Judy Reynolds 

• New CT Life Membership Cards were designed with the new logo, ordered and received.  

   

Two Tribute Award applications have been received. 

 

Members at Large  

• Members-at-Large: A member currently in good standing of a Member Club of The 

Federation who wants to remain a member of The Federation and NGC but no longer 

wants to belong to a club, may submit to the Executive Committee a written request to 

become a Member-at-Large. Upon acceptance, the Member-at-Large: may participate in 

Federation activities but may not serve as a member of the BOD; shall receive the 

CFNews; and shall have access to the Members area of the website. 

• I move that dues for a Member-at-Large be set at $10.00. 

• I move that we accept  Susan S. Mauro as a Member-at-Large.  

 

Advisory Council − Inge Venus 

 

Motion: I move that the aforementioned clubs be approved for the Award of 

Honor. 

 

AWARD OF HONOR (established 1959): This award may be conferred on a garden club which, 

over a period of five years, has maintained a record of exceptional achievement in upholding the 

aims and purposes of The Federation. A CLUB DOES NOT APPLY for this award. The various 

clubs’ achievements are point scored by the Chair of the Advisory Council, and granted by a 

two-thirds vote of the Board of Directors at the July Board meeting. No club shall receive this 

award in two consecutive years. The traveling awards shall be offered as follows: EXTRA 

LARGE CLUB (100 and over) – a silver bowl; LARGE CLUB (60 to 99 members) – a silver 

bowl; MEDIUM CLUB (30 - 60 members) – a pewter bowl; SMALL CLUB (up to 29 members) 

– a pewter bowl. 

Point Scoring Values - Point scores are obtained from the Awards Booklet and from information 

gathered from events chairmen, such as Annual Meeting, Awards Meeting, CT Flower Show, 

our four schools and councils. 

Top NGC, NEGC, and Federation awards account for 5 points; Certificates of Achievement for 

either a club or an individual, Tribute Awards, and first place press books, yearbooks and 

newsletters account for 4 points.  Citations and second places account for 3 points; third places 
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and State President’s projects account for 2 points; participation in FGCCT state events 

(including making table center pieces); CT Flower Show (serving on Committee and entering 

Show); serving on the FGCCT BOD, Judges Council and ECC, GCC and LDC – all account for 

one point. 

Last year’s recipients were Country Gardeners of Glastonbury; North Haven Garden Club; 

Wallingford Garden Club and Branford Garden Club and thus are not in the running.  Based on 

the accumulative scores for the 2014-2018 period, the four clubs with the highest scores are: 

 

SMALL        DAYTIME GARDENERS - 145 points 

(runner-up:  Spring Glen GC – 74 points) 

(second runner-up:  Durham GC – 53 points) 

(not eligible this year:  Ctry. Gardeners of Glastonbury – 99 points) 

 

MEDIUM    TOWN & COUNTRY GARDEN CLUB OF NEWTOWN – 132 points 

(runner-up:  GC of Orange  – 116 points) 

(second runner-up:  Suburban GC of Cheshire  – 105 points) 

(third runner-up tie:  GC of Newtown – 103 points) 

(third runner-up tie:  Cheshire GC – 103 points) 

(fourth runner-up:  Bethany GC – 100 points) 

(not eligible this year:  North Haven GC – 246 points) 

 

LARGE        DANBURY GARDEN CLUB – 174 points 

            (runner-up:  GC of Madison – 147 points) 

            (second runner-up:  Shippan Point GC – 146 points) 

            (third runner-up:  Manchester GC – 111 points) 

            (fourth runner-up:  Litchfield GC – 89 points) 

            (not eligible this  year:  Wallingford GC – 247 points) 

    X LARGE           WILTON GARDEN CLUB – 176 points 

            (runner-up:  Long Hill Garden Club – 146 points) 

            (second runner-up:  Rowayton Gardeners – 116 points) 

            (third runner-up:  West Hartford GC – 115 points) 

            (not eligible this  year:    Branford  GC – 132 points) 

  

 

Awards Report -- Janet Spaulding  

 

The Awards Committee met at CAES on June 18, 2019 to select winners from the many 

applications submitted.  All committee members except Carole Steiner were present and Carole 

provided us with a report on her decisions.  Arlene Field and Polly Brooks also attended.  The 

atmosphere was especially convivial because Jan Hickcox brought a lovely lunch for us all.  Inge 

Venus has already begun entering information into the Awards Booklet. 

 

Two nominees for the Bronze Medal have been submitted: Eliot Wadsworth II and Marci 

Martin.  A lengthy writeup of the qualifications of each nominee was emailed to board members, 

directing them to websites and blogs created by the nominees. 
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Arlene has researched the presentation of silver and pewter bowls and trays by other New 

England Garden Club Federations, the New England Garden Clubs and National Garden Clubs, 

and also asked about the reaction of club and regional members when they have been retired.  

Unanimously, in each state and group, the response was positive.  The club members have felt 

burdened with the responsibility of caring for the awards.  Often there is no logical location to 

display the silver or pewter.  The costs of returning and insuring them were high as well as 

engraving costs.  To obtain the opinion of the Board about retiring of our Federation’s silver and 

pewter awards trophies: 

 

Motion: Motion to discontinue the use of silver and pewter bowls, trays and other 

permanent trophy items at our annual Awards ceremony and, instead, to simply award 

winning clubs appropriate certificates.  All silver and pewter items will be donated to the 

Connecticut Historical Society as part of the Federation historical archive. 

 

 

Finance Officer − Terry Lubman 

I would like to make the following motion at Wednesday's meeting: 

 

Motion: I move that The Federated Garden Clubs of CT open an account at Vanguard for 

the purpose of investing in Vanguard Federal Money Market Fund or Vanguard Treasury 

Money Market Fund for convenience, safety and yield. 

 

 

Flower Show School − Peggy Townsend 

Flower Show School Registration has begun! Thank you everyone who helped with creating, 

editing, and publicizing Course IV’s brochure and registration process. We are listed on both The 

National Garden Club and  FGCCT websites. You can go to the FGCCT website for the Course 

Schedule and click to register and pay on-line or by mail. Hope to see you at the Kellogg 

Environmental Center in Derby Oct. 16-18. 

Landscape Design School − Karin Pyskaty 

Course 2 will take place at Jones Auditorium on March 24th and 25th with an optional exam on 

the 26th.  I just received Landscape Design Consultant membership cards for the March 2019 

school and will be mailing those out before the end of the week.   

The newly designed Course 2 will include the LD process, design for pollinators & wildlife, 

plants in landscape, accessible & therapeutic gardens, structures, redesign of areas, development 

of N. American LD, historic preservation, invasives & natives.  The Stewards of the Land will no 

longer be used for LDS and questions will be created by the instructor as has been our past 

practice.  A new handbook is available online for both students and school chairs.  It can be 

downloaded for free and addresses Environmental School, Gardening School as well as 

Landscape Design School.   

Legislation/Government Action – Gerri Giordano 
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Of the bills that I have been following this session, these are some of the bills that passed:  A ban 

on Plastic Bags, approved a 10cent fee on single-use plastic bags for the next two years.  On July 

21, 2021, these bags will be banned. 

A Fracking Waste Ban:  On the last day of session, the House gave final approval for a statewide 

waste ban. 

The State Water Plan:  At the very last minute, the Senate passed a resolution to approve the 

State Water Plan. 

The Offshore Wind:  Ct. will procure up to 2,000 MV (equivalent to 30% of state’s electricity) in 

offshore wind from energy from a new installation that will deliver clean energy and green jobs 

to our state. 

Invasive Species:  through a new $5 fee on boat registrations, Ct will establish a fund to combat 

invasive plant species in our lakes, rivers and other waterways. 

Bills that didn’t pass: 

The Bottle Bill:  Despite strong support, the Bottle Bill was completely gutted in the House.  

Instead of raising deposit values and expanding the types of containers eligible for redemption, 

the House turned the Bottle Bill into a study that would likely have killed it completely.   

Thankfully, the Senate did not call this bill.  Redemption centers face an uncertain fate. 

Toxic Chemicals:  Various bills to ban harmful chemicals and pesticides (including PFSs, 

organophosphates, and more) passed out of the committee but died without getting called in the 

House or Senate. 

An Act Concerning Vegetation Management along State highways by the DOT did not pass. 

I have new news from Big Y:  As of August 1, 2019, it will eliminate single-use plastic bags at 

more than its 80 locations in Ct. and Mass. Shoppers who prefer plastic bags will have to spend 

an extra dime.  Beginning  August 1, shoppers who do not bring their own shopping bags to Big 

Y will see a 10-cent charge per paper bag added to their bill.  The statewide legislation signed 

into law by Gov. Lamont allows shoppers to continue to use plastic bags, if they like, for two 

more years until a total ban is called for starting Aug. 1, 2021.  Starting this Aug. 1, each plastic 

bag in Ct. will come with a 10-cent tax under the statewide legislation. 

Meetings Chair Report − Nan Merolla  

FGCCT 90th Annual Awards Meeting, October 30, 2019, at Aqua Turf Club in Plantsville, CT, is 

well organized.  

AQUA TURF: I have worked closely with the Aqua Turf staff to select the menu with choices of 

4 entrees. As I reported before our last meeting, they have raised their price per person by $.50, 

or now $29.00 per person, plus service charge of 9%. At our last Board Meeting we voted to 

increase the amount we charge our members from $34 to $36 per person. Our FGCCT Tax 

Exempt forms will be sent to the Aqua Turf, so we will not be charged sales tax on our final bill. 

Additional set-up costs from the Aqua Turf will be for additional rectangular tables over 15 at 

$15 per table. I will do an onsite walk-thru with the catering manager and facilities manager one 

week before the event to go over the layout of the room and the A/V. Two weeks before the 

event, I will send Aqua Turf a registration count with numbers, by meal type and with any 

dietary restrictions. One week before I will update the numbers and I can give the last update two 

days before the event.  
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AUDIO/VISUAL: I have ordered a 12’ by 12’ screen that will be installed in the center front of 

the ballroom for video display of the meeting ($125.) Mike Bishop of TPR Productions has been 

hired to video project the meeting ($200 plus travel.) There will be a table podium with a wired 

microphone (n/c.) A wireless lavaliere microphone is also ordered ($125.)  

STAGE SETUP: Note: Arlene and I plan to meet in August to discuss the stage set-up, meeting 

agenda, awards presentations, and photo taking, however, currently, I plan to set up the “Stage 

Area” the same as we did it last year: We will have a table-top podium and no raised stage. The 

12’ x 12’ video screen will be raised by Aqua Turf behind the podium table. There will be a 

wired mic on a stand at the podium and also a wireless Lavaliere mic. There will be a table next 

to the podium to pre-stage awards. The silver awards and certificates will be on tables behind the 

podium. (Last year 2 of us assisted Inge with the awards, which helped to move the meeting 

along faster.) Photos will be taken in groups in front of a white screen with the American and CT 

flags on either side, located just to the left of the podium.  

CLUB TRI-FOLDS: Three rectangular tables will be set up to the right and to the left of the 

stage area to hold these displays. More tables can be set up, as needed.  

“Tablescapes: A Literary Lunch with Favorite Connecticut Authors!” – This takes place from 

9:00 – 10:00 am. 11 Round Tables will be set up in the far corner of the ballroom. These tables 

will be skirted in white and the Clubs will bring their own tablecloths or overlays. The Clubs 

participating are: Town and Country of Newtown, Thames River, Pomeraug, Manchester, 

Danbury, West Hartford, Garden Cub of Newtown, Wallingford, Garden Club of Hartford and 

CT Valley, Westport, and Arbor Garden Club of Clinton.  

CENTERPIECES: Four clubs are providing the centerpieces: Madison, Suffield, Kensington, 

plus one more. Trish Manfredi is organizing this with the Clubs. I have ordered an “eggplant” 

overlay for the tables, which should complement all the designs. The centerpieces should 

connect with the State President's theme: “Out with Invasives, In with Natives.”  

PUBLICITY: The registration form and flyer will be placed on the FGCCT website very soon. 

The meeting is also in the FGCCT Calendar. August/September CF News will include an 

announcement of the meeting plus the registration form. Additional notices will be posted in the 

October/November CF News.  

VENDORS: I am currently confirming 10 vendors to display their items for sale. We are limited 

in space because of the Tablescapes. I plan to again create a color flyer to promote and publicize 

vendor sales, which includes their name, website address, description of products, price range, 

show special and a photo. I’ll submit it to the CF News and the website.  

REGISTRATIONS: Registrations should start to come in after the Aug/Sept. CF Newsletter goes 

out. Whether online or mail-in registration, I will record name, Club, email, phone, entrée 

choice, any dietary restriction, and check # in a spreadsheet. I will continue to send checks in 

groups by mail to Assistant Treasurer, Jane Polacco, who will make BOA deposits. I am hoping 

that the Wallingford Garden Club will again create and manage the nametags. This worked very 

well at our last meeting. I send groups of registration names, Club and entrée choice to Shirley 
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Hall, and then her Club creates the nametags and manages the on-site check-in process and name 

tags at the meeting.  

DRAWING: One item from each vendor will be included in the drawing. Each of the table 

centerpieces will be included in a separate drawing at each table. To save time, the drawings will 

not be LIVE. Instead, we will pull the winning tickets after people have sat down for luncheon. 

The winners will be announced from the podium as dessert is being served. We will make sure 

that each winner immediately receives their item.  

SEATING: I will be speaking with Arlene about table assignments for officers and guests. I will 

do my best to seat Club members together, unless requested otherwise, and I will assign tables 

close to the stage area by the date that I receive paid registrations. Note, last October we had 34 

Luncheon Tables, with 345 members attending, representing 59 Clubs.  

Tours − Kathy Lindroth 

 

A trip is in the works for Virginia Historic Garden Week planned for April 2020.   The dates fall 

between April 18-25 and will be solidified once Virginia sets their gardens.   A notice will 

appear in the August newsletter to enable members to register their interest in advance of an 

itinerary.   The cost will be around $2,000 - $2200 and transportation will be by coach. 

 

The September 7 & 14 Swallows Migration Cruises are sold out with a small wait list.     

The November 5-18, 2019, trip to Japan is full at 25 plus me.  A 2-night pre-trip departing 

November 3 has been very popular with 18 going.   A shuttle has been arranged for the majority  

leaving on November 3 and I’ve helped those going on November 5 with transportation.   

Everyone is very enthusiastic about the trip!    

 

Additional trips are being considered to Vancouver/Portland/Seattle among others. 

I will be meeting with two FGCCT members who have expressed interest in planning trips.  My 

committee so far is small but eager.   

 

Youth Report − Dottie Fox 

I would just like to send in a brief report for the Youth .  I presented awards to the Smokey Bear 

winner from Cheshire Garden Club, three essay contestants and five poetry entrants from the 

North Haven Garden Club- two of which were published in the National Poetry Book. Presented 

awards for being the winners in CT plus reusable water bottles. Will be on vacation in Maine for 

the board meeting with grandchildren and three son’s families. 
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Website − Shelly Hedberg 

Website updates have been relatively minimal since the last meeting. There was a short spate of 

work needed to reflect actions taken or reports made at the last board meeting including:  

• President’s Project page and images 

• Affiliates – KNOX, Inc. 

• Tours – archived old and posted new 

• Awards –Public Relation awards judging date moved to October 

• Bronze Medal Winner – html-based table replaced pdf version on History page 

 

Major events for Web Team members included: 

 

• Newsletter – An updated June/July Newsletter was revealed on June 1st. Joan did a 

superb job working with Constant Contact editors to develop a pleasing format that 

allows readers to see the big picture, focus on what is important to them, then read the 

details at their leisure.   

• Flower Show School - Thanks to Peggy and others for their efforts in getting the 2019 

school registration on-line. 

 

The Awards Meeting is currently the top priority and will be ready for posting by July 18, 2019. 

 

Thanks to everyone who supports the team by providing updated material and to Ellie and Lesley 

who post it without fanfare. 

CAES − Ellie Tessmer 

Experiment Station Associates, June 19, 2019 − Dr. Andreadis 

Budget  

FY 2020 budget (July 1, 2019) - $7,228,484  ─ FY 2021 budget - $7,499,788 

The budget that the Governor recommended for the Station was approved by the Legislature with 

no changes.  Essentially status quo but included contractual cost of living adjustments (COLA) 

and annual increments (AI’s) for our staff members. There was one new position added to our 

agency budget, a technician for an industrial hemp program, to perform testing of THC levels in 

plants.  $45 K. 

In our budget request to OPM, we requested funding for several vacant positions including a 

nursery inspector, a plant diagnostician, an urban tree physiologist and an insect 

pathologist/virologist that unfortunately were not allocated. 

 Staff Retirement – Dr. Chris Maier – 42 years in Department of Entomology. 
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Chris T. Maier retired on May 31 after 42 years.  Dr. Maier’s research involved field and 

laboratory studies on insect pests of fruit trees, forests, nursery stock, and focused much of his 

work on the activity and distribution of non-native invasive insects. Chris assisted fruit growers, 

nurseries, and foresters providing information on insect life cycles, distribution, and control. He 

worked closely our federal partners in the USDA and Forest Service. A recognized authority on a 

wide variety of insect groups including flies, wood-boring beetles, bees, periodical cicadas, and 

many other insects, his contributions are manifest in an extensive scientific publication record.  

Hoping to hire a new scientist in the Department of Forestry & Horticulture this coming year that 

will focus on Urban Forestry 

Plant Science Day – Wednesday August 7th  

100 hats have been ordered at the request of Skip Hobbs; Table:  Same location. Speakers and 

Events include Johnson lecturer – Keith Bishop – Bishop farms and winery; Short Talks by Jim 

Lamondia – History of broadleaf tobacco production and research in CT; Scott Williams – The 

links between forest and public health; Lyndsey Triplett – The history of Carolina Rice. 

Demonstrations include: Abbie Maynard – Optimal methods for growing tomato varieties in CT; 

DeWei Li  – Managing indoor molds. Barn Exhibits include: Environmental Sciences – Tick 

testing program – Goudarz Molei; Entomology – the CAPS program and monitoring invasive 

pests– Katherine Dugas and Claire Rutledge; Forestry & Horticulture – Jeff Ward – forest tree 

management; Valley Lab – Carole Cheah – Climate change and hemlocks or Mile-a-Minute; 

Plant Pathology – Washington Da Silva – Grape viruses; Analytical Chemistry – Nanoparticle 

research – Jason White and Nubia. 

 ESA sponsored student internship: Granted to Dr. Washigton DaSilva – “Research on viral 

diseases of grapes and other crops important to Connecticut” 

Dr. Washington Da Silva is new scientist hired in July 2018 to conduct research on viral diseases 

of grapes and other crops important to Connecticut.  His 2019 research plan involves an 

extensive survey of all grape vineyards in the state.   

Student Intern:  Darlan Ferreira Borges, Ph.D. Student  School:  Universidade Federal Rural do 

Semi-Árido (UFERSA) in Brazil 

He is working on the project “Survey for the major grapevine viruses in Connecticut”Darlan 

has been fully trained in all aspects of the project and is visiting vineyards across state and 

assisting in the collection of the tissue sample.  He is also processing them for PCR assays to 

assess the two major Grape viruses, Grapevine Fanleaf Degeneration/Decline Disease and 

Grapevine Leafroll Disease.Darlan’s University is located in the poorest region in Brazil and this 

grant is making a difference not just in his professional life but also to the graduate school 

program that he came from. 

ESA Audit – Current audit is good through December 31, 2019.  Will need to have one 

conducted in 2020 for the 2019 calendar year.  
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Treasurer’s Report—Shirley Hall 

 

Motion: I move that the Board approve a list of signers for all our current bank accounts 

and investments to include:  President Arlene Field, First Vice President Polly Brooks, 

Second Vice President Karin Pyskaty, Treasurer Shirley Hall, and Assistant Treasurer 

Jane Pollaco.  All others shall be removed as signers.  Any combination of Treasurer 

Shirley Hall and at least one other Member from this list constitutes an adequate number 

of signers, unless additional signers from this list are required by the financial institution.   

 

Our fiscal year is January to December the same as the calendar year, so at the end of 

June we are half way thru.  As of June 30th our Balance Sheet assets totaled $427,909 in assets, 

of which $52,195 is in restricted Council accounts and $36,917 is in other restricted accounts 

based on donations such as our Scholarship Fund.  

Income on our Profit & Loss Report year to date thru June 30th is $84,100 and expenses are at 

$44,775 for a net income year to date of $39,326. As usual, most of our income comes in the first 

half from club dues and the Flower Show.  A bulk of our expenses occurs in the second half, 

such as our dues payment to National Garden Clubs and New England Garden Clubs and other 

yearly expenses like our insurance, so we most always post a profit in the first half.  And we are 

still waiting for dues payment from four (4) of our Member Clubs – dues and updated 

membership rosters were due in January and late as of March 1st  per our Bylaws so we have 

been more than lenient with the collection of dues. Something we need to work on in the future.   

Barbara Romblad and I will be meeting to finalize our membership count and dues amount for 

National.   

 

Terry Lubman, our Finance Director, and I have had discussions about our insurance 

policies and our investments and will be making some changes soon.  Our goal is to increase our 

interest income and look for the best companies for our insurance needs.  

 

If Committee and School Chairs need information about their Budget amounts or year to 

date expenses and balances please email me with your requests and I’ll be happy to supply you 

with details.  Especially if you are involved with payments or donations which may be made 

online using Stripe.  It is very important to reconcile your numbers with my numbers, because 

often your emails are ending up in your spam folders.  Also,  if you are going to report financial 

information in your Board Meeting reports those number should match was is actually on the 

books.  

 

 As usual, the profit and loss year to date and balance sheet statements are attached to this report.   
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