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Aqua Turf Club ─ Plantsville, Connecticut 
 

 

President Arlene Field called the 90th Annual Awards Meeting to order and Shirley Hall, 

Treasurer, led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.   

 

Arlene welcomed all and acknowledged that 66 clubs were well represented with close to a 

record number of 400 members in attendance.  She thanked Nan Merolla, Meetings Chair, for 

her efforts to assure a successful meeting.   

 

President Field recognized former FGCCT Presidents in attendance:  Dee Mozzochi, Maria 

Nahom, Ronnie Schoelzel, Jane Waugh and Inge Venus.  Arlene also introduced the FGCCT 

officers in attendance.   

 

The Minutes of last year’s Awards Meeting were reviewed by the Executive Committee and 

found to be in order. A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the Minutes. It was 

seconded and approved unanimously.  

 

Four clubs were recognized for providing the table centerpieces and 10 clubs were recognized 

for their creative Tablescape designs.   

 

Arlene noted that countless negative comments were received about the length of previous 

awards meetings and that this year the format is changed to streamline the meeting.  She then 

moved on to the presentation of awards from National Garden Clubs, Inc., New England Garden 

Clubs, Inc. and The Federation 

 

President Field began the program with the presentation of the prestigious Bronze Medal award 

to Eliot Wadsworth II, the highest honor offered by The Federation, for his decades of 

meaningful contributions to the education of American gardeners.  Mr. Wadsworth was not able 

to attend the meeting and the Bronze Medal was accepted by his son, also Eliot Wadsworth.  Mr. 

Wadsworth addressed the attendees on behalf of his father and thanked The Federation for this 

honor.   
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President Field then presented a Four Star Certificate of Merit from National Garden Clubs to 

Sharon Bender in recognition of successfully completing all four National Garden Club schools.   

 

Former President and NGC Board member, Jane Waugh, presented the awards received from 

National Garden Clubs.   

 

Former Federation President and former New England Region Director, Maria Nahom, presented 

the awards received from New England Garden Clubs. 

 

President Field then honored former President Inge Venus with a Presidential Citation for her 

countless efforts on behalf of The Federation which was recognized with a standing ovation.  

 

Second Vice President Karin Pyskaty presented the Connecticut Tribute Awards, the highest 

awards given to individual garden club members. 

 

Awards Chair Janet Spaulding continued the program, announcing the Connecticut Federation 

awards which were presented by the respective committee chairs.  

 

Judges Council Chair and Coordinator of the creative Tablescapes, Trish Manfredi, was joined 

by Cathy Ritch, former Connecticut Flower Show Chair, to present awards won at the 2019 

Connecticut Flower Show.  Trish then presented awards to several garden clubs for their winning 

club flower shows.  

 

The formal awards program concluded and attendees were encouraged to view the garden club 

displays, the creative Tablescapes and vendors during the social time.   

 

Cathy Ritch offered the Blessing before the luncheon.  

 

Meetings Chair Nan Merolla conducted the drawing for items provided by the vendors and Trish 

Manfredi announced the three winners of the People’s Choice Awards for the Tablescapes.   

 

Following the luncheon, Ginni Donovan, 2020 Connecticut Flower Show Chair, talked briefly 

about the upcoming show, “Spring into Connecticut,” and Arlene reminded attendees of several 

upcoming tours offered by The Federation.   

 

President Field congratulated clubs and club members who received awards and thanked 

everyone for attending.   

 

The 90
th

 Annual Awards Meeting adjourned at 1:30 p.m.   

 

 

Arlene Field  

President 

 


