
 
 

Minutes of the Board Meeting 

November 20, 2019 
Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station 

New Haven 

 

 

 

 

 

Present: Polly Brooks, Cheryl Cappiali, Arlene Field, Kathy Feller, Krista Swanson-Fiorini, 

Dottie Fox, Gerri Giordano, Jennifer Haddon, Shirley Hall, Shelley Hedberg, Jan Hickcox, Ginni 

Donovan, Peggy Lajoie, Susan Laursen, Nancy Lenoce, Kathy Lindroth, Terry Lubman, Trish 

Manfredi, Renee Marsh, Nan Merolla, Jane Polacco, Karin Pyskaty, Ronnie Schoelzel, Carol 

Steiner, Ellie Tessmer, Peggy Townsend, Inge Venus, Jane Waugh. 

 

Excused:  Sharon Bender, Joan Burgess, Margareta Kotch, Gini Mita, Maria Nahom, Donna 

Nowak, Lesley Orlowski, Becky Paul  

 

President Arlene Field welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. The 

meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America led by 

Nancy Lenoce.  President Field then welcomed former presidents and honorary board members 

Dee Mozzochi, Ronnie Schoelzel and Inge Venus. She thanked the hospitality committee of 

Dottie Fox, Trish Manfredi, Renee Marsh and Carol Steiner for our refreshments. 

An exception was made to the usual order of business to permit the following Motions to 

proceed to fill the vacant positions of Recording Secretary and Awards Chair pro tem. 

Nominating: Ronnie Schoelzel 

Motion: I move that we accept Kathy Feller, a member of the Long Hill Garden Club, 

for the position of Recording Secretary.  Motion carried. 

Motion: I move that we accept Inge Venus for the position of Awards Chair pro tem. 

Motion carried.   

Recording Secretary:  Kathy Feller 

The Minutes of the May 15, 2019 Board of Directors meeting were approved as corrected.   

The Minutes of the July 17, 2019 Board of Directors meeting were approved as corrected. 

 

  

Next Meeting – January 15, 2020 
 

Hostesses:  Shelley Hedberg, Lesley Orlowski, Maria Nahom, Karin Pyskaty 
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Corresponding Secretary: Lesley Orlowski  (read by Kathy Feller) 

A letter of resignation from Janet Spaulding, Awards Chair and Recording Secretary, was read. 

A thank you note for get-well flowers from Suzanne Bushnell, New England Garden Clubs 

Director, was read. 

 

President:  Arlene Field  

President Field reported her many activities since the last Board meeting in July.  She has 

received numerous invitations to visit garden clubs from all corners of the state.  She stated that 

she would like to meet with as many clubs as she can during her two-year term.  She stated that 

it’s a win-win.  Clubs learn more and get closer to The Federation and we learn about the clubs 

and how we can help them thrive. 

 

After a lapse of several years, Arlene announced that Environmental School is being offered in 

2020.  It’s being chaired by Sharon Bender, a member of The Garden Club of New Haven and 

The Garden Club of Woodbridge.  Sharon has recently been accredited by National Garden 

Clubs, as a Four Star Member.  (A Four Star Member is one who has successfully completed all 

four NGC Schools.) 

 

President Field’s complete report is included in the Addendum to these Minutes. 

 

Treasurer:  Shirley Hall  

Treasurer Hall reported that as of October 31st our assets totaled $404,725, of which $83,561 

is in restricted accounts.  The change in net assets for the four months since our July Board 

meeting is a decrease of $23,184, mostly because our major income is received at the 

beginning of the year and we have little net income, and most of our expenses, during the rest 

of the year.  A Balance Sheet and a Year-to-Date P&L as of October 31st
 
are attached to these 

Minutes.  Treasurer Hall then presented the Proposed Budget for 2020. 

 

Motion:  With the recommendation of the Finance Committee, I move that 

we accept this proposed budget for 2020.  Motion carried. 

 

Treasurer Hall reminded Board members that she must receive copies of all completed 

contracts from a person or a company for any services such as instructor, speaker, venue or 

vendor.  

 

The complete report from the Treasurer, as well as the Proposed Budget for 2020, is 

included in the Addendum. 

 

First Vice President and Headquarters Director:  Polly Brooks 

As Headquarters Director, Polly presented the office report as of November 18, 2019:  

Total Clubs: 122 

Total Membership: 6,457 

Constant Contact:  5,437 

Total Affiliate Organizations: 27 
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Polly reported her many activities as First Vice President since our last Board meeting.  Among 

other activities, she met with Sharon Bender, incoming Chair of Environmental School, attended 

the New England Garden Clubs Annual Meeting in Woodstock, VT and a meeting of the Finance 

Committee.  The First Vice President’s complete report is included in the Addendum. 

 

Second Vice President:  Karin Pyskaty 

Karin reported her numerous activities as Second Vice President’s since our last Board Meeting 

which included representing The Federation at Plant Science Day, reviewing Tribute Award 

nominations and processing Connecticut Life Memberships.  The full report of the Second Vice 

President is included in the Addendum.   

Motion:  To accept, with regret, the resignation of Bud and Blossom Garden as a 

member of The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion:  I move that we accept Mary C. Young (prior member of the Bud and 

Blossom Garden Club) as a Member-at-Large.  Motion carried. 

 

Reports of Committee Chairs  

Awards:  Inge Venus 
 

Inge reported: 

 Close to 200 awards were presented at the 90th Anniversary Awards Meeting on October 30, 2019. 

 Connecticut received 15 top Nation Garden Club awards, 11 Certificates of Appreciation, 

and 14 top New England Garden Club awards. 

 Forty-one silver awards were presented, as well as the Bronze medal. 

 Also awarded were dozens of Certificates of Individual Achievement, close to a hundred 

Club Certificates, and six Tribute Awards. 

 Twenty-five yearbook entries were received.  The winners in each of the six classes, plus the 

Judges Council Yearbook, will be sent to the New England Garden Clubs Awards Committee 

by mid-January. 

 

Blue Star Chairman: Krista Fiorini  (report read by Kathy Feller) 

Veteran’s Park in Stamford was rededicated on Nov. 11, 2019.  The ceremony included the 

dedication of a Blue Star By-Way Marker sponsored by the Shippan Point Garden Club and the 

Stamford Garden Club including a presentation by Jane Waugh.  The event was well-attended 

and included many dignitaries including U.S. Senator Bloomberg, Congressman Hines, 

Governor Lamont and the Mayor of Stamford.   

The long closed Westbrook Visitor Center on I-95 has reopened. Dee Mozzochi will check on 

the condition of the Blue Star marker at that location. 

Krista reported that there are now 17 markers in Connecticut ─ 3 Highway Markers, 10 

Memorial Markers and 4 By-Way Markers. 
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Books:  Jennifer Haddon 

Jennifer informed Board members that she will be selling books at the Connecticut Flower Show 

in February on Thursday and Friday only.  She is seeking volunteers to assist with the sales.  

Connecticut Flower Show:  Ginni Donovan   

Ginni reported that she had a committee meeting on November 14 and everything is on track.  

Details have been provided to North East Expos. Volunteers are needed at the FGCCT 

membership table as well as the book sales table. 

 

Environmental School: Sharon Bender (report read by Kathy Feller) 

Environmental School Course III will take place September 22-23 at the Connecticut 

Agricultural Experiment Station. Sharon is seeking volunteers to serve on her Environmental 

School committee. 

Flower Show School:  Peggy Townsend 

Flower Show School Course IV took place at the Kellogg Environmental Center in Derby, 

October 16-18. Twenty two people attended the school, six took the exam, and ten Accredited 

Judges took it as a refresher. 

Garden Therapy/World Gardening:  Peggy Lajoie 

Peggy reported that she will create an application form for clubs to use when requesting grants 

for Garden Therapy programs. The form will then be available on the website.   

Global Partners- Running Waters is a nonprofit organization working with the United Nations to 

increase access to safe potable water in rural Latin America. 

Motion: I move to donate $1000 from our World Gardening Fund to Global 

Partner/Running Waters, Inc.  Motion carried. 

Gardening School and Gardening Consultants Council:  Cheryl Cappiali 
 

Members of the Gardening Consultants Council attended a program at Broken Arrow Nursery 

followed by a tour of their natural landscape on October 23.  The date for Gardening School, 

Course 3, is set for October 5-6, 2020 at Jones auditorium.  The subject of advising Board 

members of upcoming field trips sponsored by the Councils was discussed.   

 

Judges Council:  Trish Manfredi   

 The September Judges Council meeting focused on judging fruits and vegetables as well as 

using them in design. 

 The Beyond Beginning workshops continue in the fall with sessions planned this spring in 

three locations. 

 The Tablescapes event at the Fall Awards meeting was well received. 

 Trish represented Judges Council at a memorial tribute held for Barbara Bruce. 
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Landscape Design Council:  Susan Laursen  

 The Landscape Design Council attended/supported the Trade Secrets Fundraiser in May.   

 On June 11, Council members toured a multi-acre property in Westport followed by a group 

lunch. 

 In October, Council members attended a meeting at the New Britain Museum of American 

Art where they toured the outdoor sculptures and neighboring Walnut Hill Park. 

 Council members began work on reviewing the LDC Bylaws and an adventure wish list. 

 Three members of the LDC contributed an article to The National Gardener titled “Insights 

into Exhibit Landscapes which was published in the summer issue”  

Landscape Design School:  Karin Pyskaty  

LDS Course II will be held at Jones Auditorium on March 24-25, 2020 with an optional exam on 

March 26. 

Meetings:  Nan Merolla  

Nan provided a detailed report of the Annual Awards Meeting (see Addendum).  Key items of 

note are as follows: 

 There were 382 attendees from 70 clubs  

 The new format of presenting awards without reading the details in the program booklet 

helped the meeting move along swiftly. 

 The “Tablescapes” were a big hit.  Nan thanked the Judges Council Chair for 

coordinating. 

 The number of online registrations is increasing. 

 

Scholarship:  Margareta Kotch   (report read by Kathy Feller) 

Two of the three student recipients of the Federation’s Scholarship attended the Awards 

luncheon.  The third student, also the winner of the National Garden Clubs scholarship, was 

represented by her mother. 

Tours:  Kathy Lindroth   

The Japan tour was a success; it even included an Ikebana class.  Upcoming tours include 

Virginia April 20-26, Brandywine Valley June 11-14, and the Pacific Northwest September 9-19. 

 

Website Chair:  Shelley Hedberg 

Recent updates include registration forms for exhibiting horticulture at the Connecticut Flower 

Show, Landscape Design School, the Love-ly Garden Award, the 90th Annual Award Meeting 

Winners, images from Landscape Design Council, the Japan tour and the Youth Projects page. 

The Beyond Beginning 2020 schedule will be added soon  
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CAES Liaison and Club Calendar Manager:  Ellie Tessmer 

CFNews and Website Calendars   

 Posted Local Garden Club Events for October/November and December/January for Newsletter and 

Website. 

CAES Liaison: New Web Address https://portal.ct.gov.caes.  

President’s Project: Invasives. 

 New insect on the move: the Spotted Lantern Fly   

 Invasive of the month is Palmer amaranth. 

 

Katherine Dugas, from CAES, is available to conduct programs to garden clubs. 

 

Youth: Dottie Fox 
 

The deadline for the Youth contests (Smokey Bear/Woodsy Owl, poetry, and essay) is 

January 20, 2020.  The winners will be sent on to the New England Garden Clubs in 

February. 

 

New Business:   
Arlene is looking into getting Larry Weaner, Landscape Architect and author as a speaker for the 

Annual Meeting in April. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 11:55 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Kathy Feller, Recording Secretary 

 

Attachments:  
Balance Sheet and Year-to-Date P&L as of October 31, 2019.   

 

Note: Please remember to bring your own mug for coffee or tea to meetings. 
 

Motions 
 Motion by Nominating Chair: I move that we accept Kathy Feller, a member 

of the Long Hill Garden Club, for the position of Recording Secretary.  

Motion carried. 

 Motion by Nominating Chair: I move that we accept Inge Venus for the 

position of Awards Chair pro temp. Motion carried.   

 Motion by Treasurer:  With the recommendation of the Finance Committee I 

move that we accept this proposed budget for 2020. Motion carried. 

 Motion by Garden Therapy/World Gardening Chair:  I move to donate $1000 

from our World Gardening Fund to Global Partners/ Running Waters, Inc.  

Motion carried. 

https://portal.ct.gov.caes/

