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NATIONAL GARDEN CLUBS AWARDS 

(Received at the NGC Convention, May 2019) 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


 

Four Star Certificate of Merit 
presented to 

Sharon Bender 
Woodbridge Garden Club 

 

In recognition of having successfully completed 

all four of the National Garden Clubs Schools: 

Environmental  

Flower Show  

Gardening  

Landscape Design  

 

Scholarship 

NGC Miriam Anderson Steel Scholarship 

Lauren Hickey 
$4,000.00 Award  

 

Community Beautification  

Certificate of Commendation 

Shippan Point Garden Club 
First Place – Large Club 
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Community Garden 

Black Rock Garden Club 
First Place – Medium Club 

 

Kellogg Achievement Award 

Westport Garden Club 
First Place – Large Club 

 

Social Media/Website 

Haddam Garden Club 
Overall Winner plus $100.00 

Medium Club 

 

Membership/Promotion: Facebook 

North Haven Garden Club 
First Place, Small Club 

 

Video/Cd/Dvd/Flash Drive 

Danbury Garden Club 
First Place, Large Club  

 

Certificate of Merit 

to a State Garden Club 

for largest increase in paid membership 

The Federated Garden Clubs of CT, Inc. 
 

Membership Brochure 

Tommy Donnan Certificate of Merit 

Danbury Garden Club 
Large Club 
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Youth Horticulture Award 

Overall Winner plus $100 

Wilton Garden Club 
Extra-Large Club 

 

 

 

Yearbook Certificates of Commendation 

 

Connecticut Judges Council 
First Place 

 

Daytime Gardeners of North Haven 
First Place, Class I (under 20 members) 

 

Orchard Valley Garden Club 
First Place, Class IV (44-69 members) 

 

Suffield Garden Club 
First Place, Class V (70-99 members) 

 

 

 

Youth Poetry Award 

Jessica Haeckel 

North Haven Garden Club 
First Place Winner 

 

Holly Besin 

North Haven Garden Club 
Certificate of Participation 
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NGC CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION 
For participating in the NGC Awards Program 2018 

 

 

CONSERVATION 

Thames River Garden Club 

 
POLLINATORS 

Branford Garden Club 
 

MEMBERSHIP 

Quiet Corner Garden Club 

 
MEMBERSHIP/PROMOTION: WEBSITE 

Essex Garden Club 

 
MEMBERSHIP/PROMOTION: FACEBOOK 

Wallingford Garden Club 

 
NEWSLETTER 

Westbrook Garden Club 

 
NEWSLETTER  

Garden Club of Orange 
 

MEMBERSHIP BROCHURE  

Garden Club of Newtown 
 

YOUTH ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 

Daytime Gardeners of North Haven 

 
YOUTH  ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 

North Stonington Garden Club 
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NEW ENGLAND GARDEN CLUBS AWARDS 
 

For 2018-2019 

Presented at Third Annual NEGC Meeting  

October 28-29, 2019 

 

 
 

 
SEARS CIVIC BEAUTIFICATION AWARD 

Simsbury Garden Club 

 

HELEN HUSSEY CHAMPLIN AWARD 

for largest increase in Membership 

The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. 

 

LAURA WETMORE CONSERVATION AWARD 

Rowayton Gardeners 
 

MARY LOUISE MARKS SMITH  

FLOWER SHOW SCHEDULE AWARD 

Branford Garden Club 
Standard Flower Show 

“The Sound & The Flora of Stony Creek” 
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DEANNA MOZZOCHI  

CREATIVE DESIGN AWARD 

Margareta Kotch 
Town and Country Garden Club of Newtown 

Connecticut Flower Show “April in Paris” 

 

THE MAUREEN COLTON AWARD 

for best class of designs in a State Flower Show 

The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. 
Connecticut Flower Show “April in Paris” 

 

 

 

YEARBOOKS 

 

Connecticut Judges Council 
First Place 

 

Daytime Gardeners of North Haven 

First Place, Class I  (under 20 members) 
 

Orchard Valley Garden Club 
First Place, Class IV (44-69 members) 

 

Suffield Garden Club 
First Place, Class V  (70-99 members) 
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YOUTH POETRY AWARD 

 

Jessica Haeckel 

North Haven Garden Club 
First Place Winner in Her Grade 

 

Holly Besin 

North Haven Garden Club 
First Place Winner in Her Grade 

 

 

SMOKEY BEAR POSTER 

Leah Moster 

Wallingford Garden Club 
First Place 

 

WOODSY OWL POSTER 

Geetha Benzy 

Cheshire Garden Club 
First Place 

 

 

 

 



pg. 10 

The Federated Garden Clubs 

of Connecticut, Inc.  
 

AWARDS 
(For work performed between June 1, 2018 and May 31, 2019) 

 

 
 

THE BRONZE MEDAL  
 

Eliot Wadsworth II is the honored recipient of the 2019 Bronze 

Medal, The Federation’s highest award, for his work in northwest 

Connecticut in the field of environmental preservation as a key 

supporter of the Litchfield Hills Greenprint Collaborative (the 

“Collaborative”).   

 

The Collaborative was formed to encourage and support resource-

sharing among the many local land trusts. The Greenprint 

Collaborative consists of the following nonprofits that have a role in 

preservation in Connecticut ─ Aton Forest, Audubon, Colebrook 

Land Trust (LT), Farmland LT, Kent LT, Norfolk LT, 

HVATODAY, Hartland LT, Heritage Land Preservation Trust, Lake 

Waramaug Task Force, Litchfield LT, Middlebury LT, Norris LT, 

Harwinton LT, Flanders Nature Center, Naromi LT, Riga LT, 

Watertown LT, Trust for Public Land, Norfolk LT, Steeprock LT, 

Winchester LT, White Memorial Foundation, Weantinoge Heritage 

LT, Salisbury LT, and Warren LT.  The Collaborative works under 

the umbrella of the Housatonic Valley Association (HVA). 
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In many ways, the Collaborative is Mr. Wadsworth’s creation. His 

personal and financial support of the Greenprint project allowed for 

the creation of a sophisticated Geographic Information System 

(GIS) project that mapped watersheds, important habitat areas, trail 

networks, topography, and more. All of these specific features are 

projected as computer overlays on the underlying GIS map. This 

system remains an important tool in the HVA's ongoing 

conservation efforts. 

 

Working together and pooling information about their habitats, the 

Collaborative has created a program called “Follow the Forest,” 

which maps forest areas as well as other recreational and open space 

areas in the land covered by the Greenprint.  The maps are 

sophisticated, identifying watersheds, types of environmental areas, 

etc. 

 

Visit www.litchfieldgreenprint.org.  Explore the website and maps. 

Go online and educate yourself.  It’s fabulous.  

 

Like other Greenprints, it offers for public view a strategic 

conservation plan that recognizes the economic and social benefits 

that parks, open space, and working lands provide communities. 

Such benefits include recreational opportunities through the use of 

parks and trails, habitat protection and connectivity, clean water, 

agricultural land preservation, and increased resilience to climate 

change. 

 

Aside from his contributions to environmental preservation, Mr. 

Wadsworth is known to Connecticut gardeners as the owner of 

White Flower Farm, which he purchased from its founders in 1976. 

Over the past 40 years, as many competitors disappeared, he 

cultivated an unusually stable management team, most of whom 

worked at White Flower Farm for over 20 years, establishing a 

corporate culture that prioritized the long-term over short-term 

expediency.  Eliot was not a trained horticulturalist when he 

acquired White Flower Farm.  However, after decades of growing, 

studying and writing about ornamental plants, his ‘plantsmanship,’  
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rivaled that of anyone in the retail industry.  His White Flower Farm 

catalogue, and other articles published under pseudonyms, 

contributed to the education of multiple generations of gardeners 

and helped them succeed. The catalogue provided both plant 

material and guidance – for example, how (and why) to grow 

individual plants, how to plant an Iris rhizome, how to plant bulbs 

for a succession of bloom. This kind of information was hard to 

come by in the pre-Internet era. White Flower Farm meaningfully 

contributed to the education of the American gardener, and Mr. 

Wadsworth played a central role in that undertaking. 
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CONNECTICUT TRIBUTE AWARDS 

Karin Pyskaty, Chair  
 

Civic Development   

Roberta Levandowski  
Ledyard Garden Club  

Roberta is an exceptionally civic-minded person who is continually 

contributing to her club and community in a multitude of ways.   

She spearheaded the club’s efforts for the community garden at the 

historic Nathan Lester House.  She is a Master Gardener and takes to 

heart the mission of community outreach. 

Roberta helped coordinate the 19th Annual Connecticut Greenway 

Awards at the Nathan Lester House and organized the installation of 

13 bluebird houses at the Nathan Lester Garden which ultimately 

became the “Bluebird House Trail”. 

She worked with a small group to generate a year-round garden and 

a rain garden alongside the patio of the Ledyard Bill Library and 

worked with the Ledyard Public Works to complete the hardscape 

portion of the Library project. 

Roberta is a member of the Ledyard Conservation Commission and 

of the Town Beautification Committee; she answered the call from 

the local librarian to assist in starting a seed library.  

She has a well-developed pile of compost which she offers to club 

members as they pot up their perennials for the Annual Plant Sale. 

Roberta does all this with a “friendly but firm cajoling of her fellow 

club members, with a great deal of knowledge about plants and her 

community, with dedication, persistence, humor and generosity.” 
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Conservation 

Gerri Giordano 
North Haven Garden Club 

Gerri lives and breathes Conservation and Environmental protection 

in both the North Haven Garden and The Federated Garden Clubs of 

Connecticut, Inc.   

She is a member of the North Haven Conservation Commission and 

played an important role in planning the forums the NHCC offers 

throughout the year.  In addition, she enlisted speakers for the North 

Haven Garden Club on Storm Water Runoff and Rain gardens.   

Gerri worked on the new “Planning and Developmental Project” for 

the past 10 years in North Haven and assisted in planning a public 

forum, “Our Town, Our Rivers - Clean Water Starts with You”. 

Additionally, she created a poster for Earth Day on Banning Plastic 

Bags and Their Effect on Wildlife and worked tirelessly to get the 

“Bottle”and “Flame Retardants in Children’s clothing” bills passed.   

Design  

Carol Ferraro 
Guilford Garden Club 

When it comes to design, Carol has been a guiding force in the 

Guilford Garden Club since 1996!  She has served as chair of the 

Artistic Design Committee for the past eight years.  

Carol creates and manages an impressive creative design schedule 

for her club each year.  She is a mentor for club members who 

participate in creative design for monthly meetings, as well as 

flower shows. 

She has earned several recognitions at the Connecticut Flower Show 

in Hartford and is a Life Member of The Federation.  
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Carol chairs the Greens workshop, a weeklong activity during which 

wreaths are decorated and fresh green arrangements are made.  The 

proceeds from the Boutique provide for two scholarships and 

support for community gardening projects. 

 

Horticulture 

Dorothy (Bunny) Hines  

Garden Club of Orange  

Bunny is the person all garden club members hope to become a 

knowledgeable horticulturalist, a creative floral designer, and a 

generous, very kind, considerate woman blessed with a lovely sense 

of humor.   

A member of the Orange Garden Club for 47 years; Bunny is an 

FGCCT Life Member.  She has chaired Finance, Flower Shows, 

Horticulture, Bench shows and programs, and served as club 

President from 1981-1991. 

Bunny coordinated workshops for dried arrangements for the 

November Holiday Sale. She taught club members unique and 

creative uses for dried stalks, tassels, petals, leaves, husks, cobs and 

flower heads.   

She served as The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. 

Flower Show Chair in 1985 and again in 1998. She was awarded the 

Educational Top Exhibitor Award for her exhibit displaying 

equipment necessary and methods used for harvesting corn and the 

uses of all parts of the corn plant. 

Bunny has presented garden tours for her club as well as school 

children and donates the healthiest and well fertilized plant divisions 

to the annual May Market.  
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Youth 

Pam Nobumoto 
Wilton Garden Club  

 

Pam continually inspires the members of the Wilton Garden Club 

with her dedication to not only the club, but also to gardening with 

youth.  She manages this with apparent ease and is always positive 

and enthusiastic!   

She was instrumental in reinvigorating the community garden at 

Trackside Teen Center which began back in 2011.  Club members 

work with students from fifth to eighth grade at Trackside Teen 

Center to design garden beds, plant, maintain, harvest produce and 

learn how to cook vegetables which they have grown in the garden.  

Pam assists the teens in donating produce to the local food pantry 

and Senior Center.  Together with her co-chair, the teens have 

created 10 raised beds. She meets with the group weekly throughout 

the planting, maintenance and harvesting seasons.  

Pam organizes and manages the WGC Interns from Wilton High 

School in the spring.  The four interns volunteered to become 

involved in many areas of the club. 

All-Around Excellence 

Sandra Motyka 
Town & Country Garden Club of Newtown 

Sandy’s skills are exceptionally broad and her efforts have helped 

set the foundation for the club as it exists today. She has served as 

President as well as Secretary and rewrote the club Bylaws. 

Sandy loves floral design and has won numerous awards. She gently 

urged the club to present its first Standard Flower Show in more 

than a decade.  More recently, she earned a 90 plus at the 2019 

Connecticut Flower Show with a petite design, “Fantastical 

Gargoyles.” 
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She helped members write, photograph and develop projects, 

including the club’s first interactive website, online newsletter, 

colorful and professionally printed publications and extensive 

publicity.  Sandy used her editing background to assist the club in 

creating more professional yearbooks, newsletters and the club 

website.   

She oversaw Newtown’s three seasonally-planted traffic islands and 

was responsible for securing the board room at the library for garden 

club board meetings. 

Trained in traditional, creative and Japanese floral design concepts, 

especially the art of Ikebana, she is on her way to become an 

accredited Sogetsu teacher. 

Sandy helped the Newtown Forest Association partner with 

Bridgeport Hydraulic, the local water company, to donate land to 

protect it for future residents. She organized a team of club members  

to support Ann Astarita, a member of the club who is a staunch 

conservationist, in her successful effort to save High Meadows, in 

Newtown. 

She served as president of the “Junior Gardeners,” a planting and 

horticultural program for middle-schoolers.  

Sandy also completed the four-course Landscape Design School.  

The long list of Sandy’s contributions to her club and her 

community make her the ideal recipient for the Tribute Award for 

All-Around Excellence. 
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AWARD OF HONOR 

The Award of Honor, established in 1959, may be conferred on a garden club 

which, over a period of five years, has maintained a record of exceptional 

achievement in upholding the aims and purposes of The Federation. 

 
 

Small Club (1 to 29) 

Daytime Gardeners of North Haven 

 
Medium Club (30 to 59) 

Town & Country Garden Club of Newtown  

 
Large Club (60 to 99) 

Danbury Garden Club 

 
Extra Large Club (100 and over) 

Wilton Garden Club 
 

 

THE LILLIAN M. RATHBUN AWARD 
A traveling silver tray, established in 1990 by the Lyme Garden Club, may be 

awarded annually to an individual involved in all phases of garden club work.  It 

is the highest award presented to an individual garden club member. 

 

Cindy Golia 
The North Haven Garden Club 

Cindy works tirelessly for the North Haven Garden Club.  This year, 

she started a Junior Garden Club with members that meet bi-weekly 

at a new garden site at the Faith Methodist Church in North Haven.  

Children helped clear the space, plant the vegetables, herbs and 

flowers.  She has programs planned for the children to take them 

through the fall and winter.  Cindy also planted another garden in 

the same area and is caring for the Loaves and Fishes program in 

New Haven.   

 

Cindy led the Youth Poetry Contest and helps with the Bird Seed 

Wreath fundraiser. 
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With the help of other club members, Cindy planted the North 

Haven Green and tends the Flag Pole Garden in front of the North 

Haven Recreation Center.  She also was instrumental in restoring the 

club’s Memorial Garden that was destroyed during a construction 

project. 

 

Cindy cares for the Todd’s Pond Pollinator Garden, a 600 square-

foot plot that was installed in support of former FGCCT President 

Inge Venus’ theme, “Plant Connecticut, Be a Conservation 

Champion.”  She edged the area with bricks, mulched and added a 

waterfall with a rock creek.   

 

She also took a dry area at the North Haven High School pre-school 

and turned it into a beautiful garden for the children.  She asked that 

they bring in their grandparents to help paint rocks for the garden.  

The enthusiasm she created for that garden was overwhelming.  

 

Under Cindy’s leadership, the North Haven Garden Club has a 

display at the Earth Day Celebration featuring posters showing all 

the club’s projects, membership applications, various handouts on 

How to Garden, Invasives, Native Plants and giveaways. 

 

In her spare time, Cindy administers the club’s Facebook page and 

handles the club’s publicity. 

 

Cindy volunteers at Hospice for Garden Therapy.  She helps create 

floral arrangements for the Arden House and Yale New Haven 

Hospital during the holiday season and helps deliver them. 

 

She is a member you can always count on.  Her energy is infectious.   
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LUCILLE SCHAVOIR AWARD 
Established in 1978, this traveling silver bowl may be awarded annually to 

a garden club for outstanding work during the calendar year. This award 

is considered the highest award presented to a garden club.  
 

The Kensington Garden Club recently merged with the Berlin 

Garden Club, expanded to 63 members, and undertook a major 

project at Volunteer Park in the center of Berlin.  Located at the 

crossroads of Farmington Avenue and Porter’s Pass at a busy 

intersection, the poor soil, lack of accessible water and a concrete 

pad located a few inches below ground made gardening challenging. 

The town removed the concrete pad and installed a large clock on 

the site in 2017.  Inspired by the 2017 FGCCT President’s Theme: 

“Plant Connecticut—Be a Conservation Champion,” the club 

designed and installed a pollinator garden. Working with Berlin’s 

Parks & Recreation Foreman, they enriched the soil, got the town to 

install a water source, drew a garden design for the 760 square foot 

area and obtained donations of plants from Sunny Border Nursery.  

Plantings of perennials took place in the fall of 2018 with help from 

six teens from the Berlin High School Upbeat Program.  A variety of 

daffodil bulbs were added before snow-fall. In May 2019, annuals, 

Gaillardia and Pentas were added to fill in the garden before the 

Memorial Day weekend when the town turns out for a parade that 

passes right by the garden. The club is commended for its ability to 

bring together so many contributors to this project and turning a 

wasteland into a beautiful way station for pollinators.  
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CIVIC DEVELOPMENT  
Jan Hickcox, Chair 

 

PRESIDENTS’ BOWL 
Donated in 1985 to honor all former State Federation Presidents by former 

Federation President Sally Shumway, this silver bowl may be awarded to a club 

for an outstanding community project.  
 

The North Haven Garden Club, a small club of only 27 members, 

is recognized for its many civic contributions, which makes it one of 

our Federation’s outstanding clubs.  Just listing its activities is 

exhausting. Each year the club celebrates Arbor Day by planting a 

tree on the North Haven Green − this year a red oak. Members 

maintain 31 barrels or pots of flowers and seasonal displays 

throughout the year. The club sponsors a beautification contest for 

businesses and homes, with photos of winners published in the local 

paper. The club selects areas for improvement—this year adding a 

xeriscape garden at Eagle Crossing.  It celebrates Earth Day, 

engages with youth groups, hosted a Fairy Festival at the library and 

made the resulting fairy gardens into a town event.  The list goes on.  

We salute you for your energy and investment of time in multiple 

civic events. 
 

 

LEE BAUERFELD BEAUTIFICATION AWARD 
A traveling silver cup, established in 2002 by the Branford Garden Club, may be 

awarded to a club or individual for an outstanding project in the community. 

 

The Simsbury Garden Club is recognized for its work designing, 

planting and tending a pollinator/vegetable garden at Gifts of Love. 

Gifts of Love is a public charity that “reduces financial crises for 

working individuals and families in the Greater Hartford area living 

below the poverty line by offering short-term programs and 

education that support and improve family sustainability.”  Some of 
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the programs include growing fresh vegetables, weekend backpacks 

containing food for children to bring home to feed the family, and 

helping families fulfill needs through their Wishlist program. 

 

To fund its garden, Simsbury Garden Club received a Connecticut 

Master Gardeners’ Association Grant and another from NGC’s 

affiliation with Ames Tools which allowed them to produce food 

from the organic garden. The club plans to work with teachers, 

educating them about growing healthy organic food for families and 

also about the importance of pollinators.  This is beautification in 

every meaning of the word. 

 

CIVIC CREATIVITY AWARD 
Established in 2007 by the Suffield Garden Club, a traveling pewter bowl is awarded to a 

club for an unusual or outstanding and creative project in the area of civic responsibility. 

 

Duck River Garden Club is recognized for designing a program 

called “The Houseplant Renaissance,” in which the club gave away 

houseplants after teaching the audience how to care for them.  The 

program took place at the town library where each week the club 

provided a new educational houseplant exhibit. In addition, the club 

provided another educational program at the library tying in with the 

FGCCT President’s theme, titled “Gardening for Butterflies.” 

 

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 
 

Silver Tray – Small Club (29 and under) 

Daytime Gardeners of North Haven is recognized for brightening 

the day for seniors in North Haven’s Senior Housing residence, and 

for providing experience for members and guests in making small 

bouquets.  Permission from the Director had to first be secured for 

the bouquets to be delivered to the residents. Members brought 

flowers and flowering shrub branches to the meeting to provide 

plant material. Mugs, cups, and small vases were donated by 

members. Club member, Helen Nado demonstrated creating a small 

arrangement in a mug. Participants then proceeded to make a 

beautiful variety of bouquets. Bouquets were labeled with a tag 

saying “A small bouquet to brighten your day!” and our club name. 
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Silver Tray – Medium Club (30 to 59) 

Naugatuck Garden Club is recognized for maintaining many 

projects for their community including the Civil War Memorial knot 

garden, the WWII/Korea/Vietnam Memorial, gazebo garden flower 

boxes, fire station garden boxes, town hall sign, white oak garden, 

Naugatuck Welcome sign, the George O’Donnell Memorial 

pollinator garden, and the great wall of Naugatuck (planted and 

maintained since 1999).  Their newest project is the revamping of 

the WWI memorial which is located in a difficult site.  

 
Silver Tray – Large Club (60 to 99) 

Danbury Garden Club participates in a program titled “Returning 

Urban Areas to Glory Days,” which focuses on upgrading formerly 

industrial sites that heavily contributed to the WWII war effort, but 

thereafter fell into decline.  In connection with that program, the 

club worked with a group called City Center Danbury to plant 

2000 tulips along Main Street.  The garden at the Danbury 

Museum was also renovated by the club, removing the invasive 

Japanese Knotweed and renewing other plantings.  The club also 

maintains and plants annuals around the Blue Star Memorial at 

Exit 5 off I-84 in Danbury. The club celebrated Arbor Day by 

planting a tree at Kenosia Park in memory of a deceased member 

and another at Pembroke Elementary School.   

 

In addition to its own activities, the club generously contributed over 

$2000 to other City nonprofits for their civic initiatives. In the same 

spirit of support, member Susie von Eggers stepped up to take on 

responsibilities for overseeing projects when Civic Chair Sunita 

Carrasco was undergoing cancer treatment—and the club specially 

recognizes her for supporting Sunita during this time. 

 
Silver Tray – Extra Large Club (100 and above) 

Wilton Garden Club is recognized for its many civic projects 

including the beautification of downtown by raising funds and 

revitalizing the flowering baskets, as well as providing seasonal 

displays on light poles along the streets.  These items had previously 

been funded by businesses that withdrew from the project.  
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The club maintains the Horseshoe Pond Garden, Post Office Garden, 

Town of Wilton sign area, the Merwin Meadows garden at the 

entrance to a town park linked to the Norwalk River Valley Trail, 

the Chess Park garden in Town Center, and Town Hall planters. At 

the holiday season, the club conducts a workshop providing 

decorations for public buildings. The club also creates and donates 

ten large evergreen arrangements to Ambler Farm, a 200-year old 

farm owned by the Town of Wilton used for educational purposes.  

 

Certificate of Individual Achievement 
 

Pat Todd and Kandra Houston, members of Leete’s Island 

Garden Club, are recognized for their leadership and diligence on 

the Earth Day cleanup at the Guilford Marina. 

 

Diana Hughes and Lee Anne Moran, members of Simsbury 

Garden Club, are recognized for their leadership in creating the 

Pollinator Garden at the Gifts of Love headquarters. 

 

Bonnie McNair, Barbara Schweitzer and Mary Ann Massirio, 

members of the Kensington Garden Club, are recognized for their 

work planting and maintaining garden beds in patriotic colors of red, 

white and blue at the Worthington Ridge Soldiers Memorial.  

 

Club Certificate of Achievement 
 

Leete’s Island Garden Club is recognized for the planters and 

gardens at the Guilford Free Library, Guilford Green and the Leete’s 

Island Marina. In addition, the club donated benches at the Green, 

has been involved in the Earth Day cleanup and made numerous 

financial contributions to worthy nonprofits serving the community.  
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS AND 

CONSERVATION 
Nancy Lenoce, Chair 

 

PAULINE B. TYLER AWARD 
Established in 1990, this traveling silver bowl recognizes excellence in promoting 

conservation or legislation. 

 

Jackie Algon, a member of the Wilton Garden Club, is most 

deserving of the Pauline B. Tyler Award for her unwavering support 

of conservation-related issues.  She co-chairs the club's 

Conservation Committee, performing the lion's share of the work 

herself. She chairs the Town of Wilton's Tree Committee and is an 

active member of the Town's Conservation Commission and Wilton 

Go Green.  Jackie teaches a class at Norwalk Community College 

on Pollinators. Jackie is also a past coordinator of the Master 

Gardener Extension Office in Bethel.  

 

 

CONNECTICUT ARBOREAL AWARDS 
The Arboreal Award, a traveling silver tray, was established in 1984.   

 

Large Club (60 to 99) 

Guilford Garden Club continues to work cooperatively with the 

Guilford Tree Warden to plan, sponsor and solicit funds for tree 

planting in Guilford.  The club has submitted articles to newspapers 

informing the public of their work and the need for donations for 

additional trees.  Members also plant trees in home gardens. 

 
Extra-Large Club (100 and above) 

Branford Garden Club and the town "Green Committee" 

celebrated Arbor Day by planting a Black Hills white spruce tree 

next to the Town Hall.  This year the Club and the town are 

sponsoring a "Green Tree Walk" as part of the 375th Anniversary 

celebration of the town’s founding. 



pg. 26 

CONSERVATION AWARD 
Established in 2002 in honor of Jeanne Lena, for excellence in conservation. 

 

Wallingford Garden Club joined in the 10th Annual Downtown 

Holiday Stroll and Festival of Trees. This is an event to unite the 

community and support local merchants and town organizations.  

Club members participated in the Festival of Trees to raise funds to 

continue the work of the Coalition for a Better Wallingford.  The 

Club’s tree, "A Tribute to Mother Earth," was decorated with 

homemade ornaments created from reused materials and natural 

resources.  Decorations included pinecones, empty seed packets, 

scraps of yarn, and many other craft materials reinvented into little 

masterpieces. Members also donated over $800 of gift cards from 

local stores and restaurants, as well as gardening books for all ages.  

The objective was to support the Coalition, to encourage recycling 

in an imaginative way, and to be an active participant in this 

community event.  All proceeds benefited the Coalition for a Better 

Wallingford, a nonprofit group that provides preventative 

information and outreach for substance abuse victims and helps 

people struggling with addiction. 

 

Club Certificates of Achievement 
 

The Long Hill Garden Club developed a Monarch Waystation at 

the Trumbull Nature Center, revitalizing a butterfly garden 

established a few years ago.  Certified through Monarch Watch, it is 

used as a teaching tool by the Trumbull Nature Center at summer 

camps and preschool classes.  Information on monarchs is provided 

at “The Nature Nook," created by the club and located in the 

children’s room of the Trumbull Library, which encourages further 

study at the garden.  Topics of focus in the Nature Nook change 

seasonally. 

 

The North Haven Garden Club installed two new pollinator 

gardens and is planting new native and pollinator plants in existing 

gardens. North Haven's special bird seed wreaths (a fundraiser 

project) are placed in the pollinator gardens. 
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Certificates of Individual Achievement 
 

Elizabeth Craig, a member of the Wilton Garden Club, is Co-Chair 

of the Conservation Committee.  She is an active naturalist and 

participates in the planning, restoration and education aspects of the 

Pollinator Pathway in Wilton.  Liz also chairs the Inland Wetlands 

Commission of Wilton. She is an active member of the Conservation 

Committee and of Wilton Go Green.  She chaired this year's Zero- 

Waste Fair, which served to educate more than 1,000 visitors about 

the issues of “all things Conservation” by organizing exceptional 

public displays on conservation subjects. 

 

Kim Gregory, a member of The Greenwich Garden Club, has 

started many conservation initiatives. Her most recent is called 

“Greenwich Grow.”  Google it and you'll be directed to the club 

website which provides information.  It's a program to educate and  

engage the greater Greenwich community about the management of 

invasive species and preservation of pollinators, including collection 

and propagation of native plants from seeds.  

 

Betty Hadlock, a member of the Garden Club of Orange, is actively 

interested in the survival of monarch butterflies. When she noticed 

meadows being mowed in Orange, she started collecting caterpillars 

and milkweed leaves before the mowing began.  To keep the 

milkweed leaves fresh, she refrigerated them. She taught elementary 

school students how to feed and care for the caterpillars until they 

were ready to be released as monarch butterflies. Betty continued 

doing the same with her grandchildren and has invited garden club 

members to collect with her and to feed the caterpillars. 

 

Florence Vannoni, a member of the Redding Garden Club, has 

worked as Chair of Conservation and Environmental issues for 

many years, presenting information on protecting pollinators with a 

booth at various events, while wearing a bee costume. Florence has 

worked at the elementary school’s Big Science program on 

conservation projects and provides information to members and 

Redding residents on identifying invasive species and has presented 

information to her club on native trees. 
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Individual Citation 
 

Judi Elder, a member of the Portland Garden Club, is very actively 

involved with butterflies.  She raises butterflies from caterpillar 

stage and is certified in this ability.   

 

ENVIRONMENTAL AWARD 
Established in 1993, a traveling silver bowl is awarded to a club or individual for 

outstanding involvement in areas of environmental awareness. 
 

We recognize the timely collaborative educational effort of the 

Rowayton Gardeners, Norwalk Land Trust and Rowayton Library, 

for an environmental series titled "Our World, Your Call,” which 

took place this year − presenting to the public a series of expert 

panel discussions about our local environment and how residents 

can protect and improve it.  Topics included: “Fracking Waste in 

Connecticut;” “Reduce, Recycle...Revisited;” and “Renewable 

Energy Options in Connecticut.”  “Working together to learn how to 

safeguard and improve the environment we share.” 

 

Club Certificate of Achievement 

 
The Branford Garden Club is collaborating with BYO Branford (Bring 

Your Own) to promote the elimination of single-use plastic bags. Branford 

Garden Club is also presenting information to members and the public 

regarding the "Dangers of Balloons," a danger to wildlife and especially 

sea turtles. 

 

The Spring Glen Garden Club has been involved with the Earth Day 

event in Hamden for many years. Tables are set up with seedlings, seeds, 

mini greenhouses, flower arrangements, magnets and bookmarks with the 

club logo, all very popular with attendees.  Information on the mini 

greenhouses is provided.  Members interact with children with a 

Scavenger Hunt.   
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Individual Certificate of Achievement 
 
Virginia Evitts, a member of the Long Hill Garden Club, has long served 

as Conservation Co-Chair and is an active participant in the Monarch 

Waystation project at the Trumbull Nature and Arts Center. Virginia is a 

true proponent of organic methods of gardening and the use of native 

plants. 

 

Uta Zickfeld, a member of the Orchard Valley Garden Club of 

Southington, has served as Conservation and Environment Chair for the 

past eight years. She provides timely tips to the club on issues ranging 

from water quality to soda can recycling. A passionate organic gardener, 

Uta's many years of promoting conservation and raising environmental 

issues to club members has helped the club embrace and practice 

environmentally friendly gardening at home and in club projects. 

 

 

Individual Citation 
 

Marsha Finkeldey, a member of the Old Saybrook Garden Club, is 

recognized for her constant recycle, re-purpose efforts that benefit the 

environment and members of the community. 
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CONNECTICUT FLOWER SHOW AWARDS 
Trish Manfredi, Judges Council Chair  

 

 

The Mary Loncin Flower Show Award 
Established in 2004, a traveling pewter bowl is awarded for the highest scoring 

Standard Flower Show in the State. 

 

Branford Garden Club 
for their Standard Flower Show 

“The Sound and the Flora of Stony Creek” 

 

 

The Nell McGuinness Award 
A traveling tray, established by the Guilford Garden Club in recognition of Nell 

McGuinness’ love of design, awarded for a design at the State Flower Show. 

 

Margareta Kotch 
Town & Country Garden Club of Newtown 

Section F – “Les Arts,” Class 16 “Printemps” 

2019 Connecticut Flower Show “April in Paris” 

 

 

Terry Stoleson Creative Design Award 
Awarded for the first time at the 2008 CT Flower Show, this purple and orange 

rosette is presented to the design that best represents the creativity, imagination 

and originality essential in Creative Design. 

 

Margareta Kotch 
Town & Country Garden Club of Newtown 

Section F – “Les Arts,” Class 16 “Printemps” 

2019 Connecticut Flower Show “April in Paris” 
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Tapestry of Design Award 
Established in 2006, this traveling pewter vase is awarded to a club or 

individual for an unusual or outstanding flower show, program, event, 

project, or combination of such that promotes the art of floral design. 

 

Wallingford Garden Club 
“Fine Arts, Flowers and Verse” 

 

This special program was conceived and organized by the 

Wallingford Garden Club in cooperation with the Wallingford 

Senior Center and the Wallingford Library, in tribute to Marilyn 

Ollayus, a dedicated member of all three organizations. The 

Saturday Morning Poetry Club of the Library created original verse 

to complement the artwork by the seniors and floral designs by 

members of the Wallingford Garden Club.  The two-day event was 

open to the public and will be repeated in 2020. 

 

FGCCT Award of Excellence 

in Flower Show Achievement 
for a Small Standard Flower Show 

 

Riverside/Old Greenwich Garden Clubs 
“Les Parfums Haute Couture” 

 

FGCCT Citation – Education 

Wallingford  Garden Club 
Standard Flower Show  

“Leafing Through Literature” 

 

FGCCT Citation – Horticulture 

Branford Garden Club 
Standard Flower Show  

“The Sound and the Flora of Stony Creek” 
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FGCCT Citation – Horticulture 

Riverside/Old Greenwich Garden Clubs 
Small Standard Flower Show 

“Les Parfums Haute Couture” 

 

FGCCT CITATION – SCHEDULE 

Branford Garden Club 
Standard Flower Show  

“The Sound and the Flora of Stony Creek” 

 

Riverside/Old Greenwich Garden Clubs 
Small Standard Flower Show 

“Les Parfums Haute Couture” 
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GARDEN THERAPY 
Peggy Lajoie, Chair 

 

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 

 
Silver Tray – Small Club  (Membership 1-29) 

Duck River Garden Club of Old Lyme is recognized for meeting 

monthly with residents at Bride Brook Nursing Home to create 

floral arrangements. The club keeps members informed of Garden 

Therapy activities in their newsletters. 
 

Silver Tray - Medium Club  (Membership 30 to 59) 

Suburban Garden Club of Cheshire is recognized for its new and 

additional program in Garden Therapy. In addition to continuing 

their monthly program with HOSPICE, the Suburban Garden Club 

of Cheshire worked with the Cheshire Rehabilitation Center and the 

Marbridge Retirement Center to combine various art media with 

flowers to produce wall art. 
 

Silver Tray - Large Club (Membership 60 to 99) 

Danbury Garden Club is recognized for visiting multiple 

healthcare nursing centers, bringing joy to the elderly through 

flower arranging, music by a singer/guitar player and sing-a-longs 

with residents. 

 
Silver Tray - Extra Large Club  (Membership 100 and above) 

Branford Garden Club is recognized this year for conducting a 

small floral design class called "Fun with Flowers” for Seniors at the 

Branford Canoe Brook Senior Center. This new program is in 

addition this year to their work with the Community Dining room, 

Artis Senior Living Center and Orchard House Medical Adult Day 

Care Center.  

 

Club Certificate of Achievement 
 

The Garden Club of Brookfield is recognized this year for 

providing instruction on floral arranging at Brookfield Senior 

Center. 



pg. 34 

 

Greens Farms Garden Club is recognized for working with Star 

Inc. and Lighting the Way (a not-for-profit organization serving 

people of all ages with disabilities). The club planted the entrance 

and decorated the deck at their headquarters for each season. Greens 

Farms members also met with members of that organization to 

create decorations for each of the seasons. 

 

Mystic Garden Club is recognized for meeting weekly with 

residents at the Mystic Rehabilitation Center to garden, assist in 

floral design activities and socialize with clients. All club members 

participate in the activities throughout the year.  

 

Rowayton Gardeners are recognized for their continued work with 

Norwalk Grassroots Tennis and Education.  Together they grew, 

harvested and provided tastings of vegetables and fruit. At Hill Top 

Homes low-income housing, they provided monthly projects and 

field trips, a holiday tea and a summer luncheon. 

 

The Thames River Garden Club is recognized for its monthly 

Garden Therapy classes at the New London Rehabilitation and Care 

Center and its weekly classes at the Women’s York Correctional 

Institute at Niantic in which prize-winning horticultural specimens 

were grown by prisoners and entered into a horticultural event.  

 

 

GARDENING CONSULTANTS COUNCIL 
Joanne McKendry, Love-ly Garden Award Chair 

 

The 2019 Penny Jarvis Love-ly Garden Award is presented to 

Maryann Babcock, a member of the Branford Garden Club. 

 

Maryann designed and planted garden beds, blending them perfectly 

with stone accents and woodlands. The entire garden is a relaxing 

retreat with fragrant flowers, babbling waters, buzzing pollinators 

and textured foliage. Tropical plants in magnificent pots along with 

garden art take you beyond the New England shoreline. 
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HISTORIC, MEMORIAL, AND PUBLIC GARDENS   
Carol Steiner, Chair 

 

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 
 

Small Club (Membership up to 29) 

The Garden Club of New Milford worked on the Secret Garden 

located at the New Milford Historical Society.  The large 40’x 

90’garden was planted attractively with many spring and summer 

flowering plants.  

  
Medium Club (Membership 30 to 59) 

Duck River Garden Club of Old Lyme updated an overgrown 

30-year old garden at the site of the Police Department, removing 

overgrown Alberta Spruce trees, daylilies and sedums and 

replanting with carefree natives. 
 

Large Club (Membership 60 to 99) 

The Danbury Garden Club has maintained and updated the 

Danbury Museum Garden with flowers and shrubs which are in 

bloom from spring until fall. 

 
Extra Large Club (Membership 100 and above) 

The Branford Garden Club, with help from Quinnipiac University 

students, queued up to spring clean the public gardens at the 

Rosenthal Gardens in Branford.  Branford Garden Club members 

maintain the one-acre garden, which contains two man-made pools, 

a meandering walkway with a small bridge and notable native trees 

and shrubs. The garden is open to the public. 

 

Club Certificate of Achievement 
 

The Rowayton Gardeners created a xeriscape and pollinator 

garden at Bailey Beach Gardens (a public beach) by removing 

grasses and weeds to recreate one of the berms.  Also, various beds 

were dug up to eradicate the Artemisia vulgaris which had 

outstepped its bounds and divided and placed back other plants with 

the addition of new plants with variations in texture and colors. 
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The Bristol Garden Club planted and maintained three planters at 

the Manross Library, as they do every year, with appropriate spring, 

summer and fall flowers. 

 

The Manchester Garden Club updated and redesigned the 

Margaret Memorial Garden located in Wickham Park by removing 

diseased Crabapple trees planted at the corner of the triangle-shaped 

garden and replaced them with Hinoki Cypress, a miniature Birch 

and a Larch tree.  The garden is filled with brightly colored annuals 

as well as perennials such as Baptisia, Russian sage, lilies and phlox. 

 

Certificate of Individual Achievement 
 

Shirley Pedrone, a member of the Goshen Garden Club, stepped 

down after 15 years as Chair of the Memorial Garden. She originally 

spearheaded the creation of the Garden that was created to honor 

deceased club members. 
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HORTICULTURE AWARDS 

Renee Marsh, Chair 

MARY FRENG SHERLEY MEMORIAL AWARD 
This memorial bowl was established in 1988 to be awarded for  

horticultural excellence. 
 

Garden Club of Brookfield 
 

When the town of Brookfield was hit with a macro burst on May 15, 

2018, the landscape was changed as seven thousand trees were 

downed or severely damaged in a matter of minutes by 110 mph 

winds.  Although many members of the club were personally 

affected, they recognized the importance of organizing quickly to 

help heal the people and landscape with programs aimed at 

education and continuing gardening.  The club led with “Planting in 

Pots” using the beauty of flowering plants to reach out.  As recovery 

slowly progressed, a lecture on “Climate Change and Hope” 

encouraged the community to stay hopeful in the midst of the chaos.  

Another program, “Recovering from Tree Loss,” introduced steps to 

restoring the town plantings, and stressed patience.  In 2019, the 

club viewed “Reconciliation Ecology” (an NGC Gardening Course) 

which is the science of inventing, establishing, and maintaining new 

habitats where people live, work, and play.  In May 2019 they held 

the plant sale that had to be cancelled in 2018 - offering samplings, 

young trees and plants, as well as support and tips for growing in 

our changed environment.   Out of shock and devastation came a 

renewed sense of purpose and hope for the future.   

 

JOYCE P. HARRIS AWARD 
A traveling pewter bowl established in 2002 for outstanding horticulture 

achievement in the recipient’s club and community. 
 

Marion Rizzo, a member of the Garden Club of Orange, has been a 

very active participant for 18 years.  She served as Hospitality Chair, 

Membership Chair, Program Chair, Vice President and President. 

During her presidency, Marion started to write a column on 

gardening for a local newspaper titled The Garden Spot where she 

imparts horticultural tips concerning the care of landscapes, gardens, 
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plants and decorations for all seasons.  In five years’ time she 

contributed 72 articles. 
 

Marion chaired many committees - Finance, Ways and Means and 

Publicity − making sure the club’s activities were thoroughly 

covered in local newspapers, the PATCH, and three features in the 

Orange Economic Development’s publication, Orange Life.  She 

participated at the annual May Market, weeding and planting on the 

Town Green, preparing educational displays for the Garden Club 

booth at the Orange Country Fair held each September, judging 

horticulture in the Flower Tent at the Country Fair, assisting in 

decorating wreaths for the Town Buildings at Christmas, and 

chairing a house decorating committee at the semi-annual Holiday 

House Tour in December.  Marion was the first club chair to 

coordinate the Holiday decorations for the Osborne Homestead 

Museum Holiday House Tour in Derby, where she recruited 

members to help decorate and serve as docents at the tour.  Marion 

demonstrates great leadership, which she accomplishes with grace, 

willingness, good humor and efficiency.  She promotes all the goals 

for garden club initiatives adhering to the standards set by the 

National Garden Clubs, Inc., all for the benefit of the community.   
 

ELLEN CARDER MEMORIAL AWARD 
This award was established in 1971 in memory of Mrs. Carder and her lifelong 

interest in the field of horticulture. 

 

Elinor Torello, a member of The Garden Club of Orange, supports 

all club projects, helping at events and contributing plants to the 

club’s May Market, as well as the semiannual Holiday House Tour 

and the Turkey Hill Preserve.  Elly co-chaired the renovation of the 

historic gardens at the Historical Society’s Stone Otis House.  She 

served as Horticulture Co-Chair 2017-2019 and will again for the 

2019 – 2021 term. She has opened her gardens for tours and shared 

her plants with members. Elly coordinated the terrarium and seed 

dahlias workshops.  She exhibits horticulture at monthly meetings 

and the Orange Country Fair, contributes to the club’s booth and 

assists other members judging entries exhibited by the public.  Elly 

helps clean, weed and plant flowers on the Town Green twice a 

year.   
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AWARD OF EXCELLENCE IN HORTICULTURE 

Silver Tray – Medium Club (30 to 59) 

The Spring Glen Garden Club:  This club has many ongoing and 

new projects: participating in the Hamden Farmers Market and Earth 

Day celebrations; maintaining the historic Dickerman House 

colonial herb and shade gardens; maintaining planters in the lobby 

of the Hamden government center; working on the Farmington 

Canal-Lockkeeper’s House Memorial Garden; Miller Library and 

Brooksvale Park Fair and Festival; and tending the new red oak in 

Eli Whitney Park.   

 
Silver Tray – Extra-Large Club (100 and above)) 

Branford Garden Club developed trifold displays to further the 

horticultural and conservation education of club members and the 

public. The four topics for the trifolds include: “What’s That? The 

Great Outdoors;” “What’s That? The Great Indoors;” “What’s up  

with all the Food Waste?  And “Compost Challenge;” and 

“Fabulous Gardening Resources.”  The trifolds are on display at 

monthly club meetings as well as the annual Branford Festival 

which thousands of people attend.  

 

Club Certificate of Achievement 
 

Long Hill Garden Club’s horticulture committee inspires members 

via a diverse set of activities such as a container gardening 

workshop, an in-club master gardener program, a seed swap, a 

lending library of horticultural DVDs, field trips, and a photography 

workshop.  Lastly, the committee provides a car pool for members 

who want to attend the Connecticut Flower Show in Hartford but do 

not wish to drive.  

 

Rowayton Gardeners maintain 10 gardens and provide 

horticulture-related lessons for members and guests.  Presentations 

culled from journals and expert talks are housed on the website for 

future reference and are a permanent resource providing information 

on pruning, soil testing, composting and more.   
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Simsbury Garden Club established a pollinator garden at a local 

community farm with almost a third of the active members 

participating in planning, implementing, and maintaining the garden.  

The club is planning educational programs with the farm. 

 

The Garden Club of Old Greenwich worked with the town to 

develop a new “Port of Entry” garden at Old Greenwich’s newly 

renovated train station parking lot, focusing on native trees and 

plants. This is in addition to the Tod’s Point butterfly garden, 

window boxes, Gateway Garden and other community work.   

 

 

Club Citation 
 

Duck River Garden Club of Old Lyme helped when the garden at 

the Old Lyme Police Department needed renovation.  The club dug 

up the overgrown perennials and non-native shrubs and replaced 

them with deer resistant, pollinator-friendly perennials.  The gardens 

show how native plants can provide four seasons of interest and also 

be low maintenance.  

 

Greenfield Hill Garden Club maintains a triangular-shaped town 

property with roads along three sides.  For seven years members 

have planted drought-resistant perennials as water must be brought 

in.  Work is needed almost monthly but sprucing up the garden is a 

way to spend time with fellow club members and share in the pride  

of a lovely contribution to their community.   

 

The Garden Club of Madison has been holding horticulture 

exhibits for over 30 years with the recent addition of the Tri-Club 

Small Standard Flower Show.  Horticulture specimens are exhibited 

and judged at four meetings each year. 

 

Glastonbury Garden Club is recognized for 50 years of care, 

renewal and maintenance of the Berdina Hart Ward Garden. 
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Certificate of Individual Achievement 
 

Helen Nado, a member of the Daytime Gardeners of North Haven, 

designed and constructed multi-purpose vases for display of flowers. She 

led a workshop for members and guests demonstrating the vase and its use 

in floral design.  

 

Bob Gambino, a member of the Garden Club of New Milford, 

participates in many projects for the club − starting plants from seed, 

raising geraniums in his greenhouse for the club plant sale, and 

selecting trees for the club’s 95th anniversary planting.  Bob is a 

member of MAD Gardeners, which focuses on invasive plants, 

where he made a display to educate the public about invasive 

species and how to control them. 

 

George Davis, a member of the Garden Club of New Haven, 

envisioned and initiated the multi-year Edgerton Park pollinator 

meadow.  He partnered with the Board of Edgerton Park and 

GCNH, obtained grant funding, and has become the pollinator 

meadow club expert.  

 

Marti Onofrio and Shelby Poe-Argentino. a wonderful team from 

the Spring Glen Garden Club, are recognized together this year.  As 

horticulture chair, Marti Onofrio sought out new club projects − the 

Farmers Market, Lockkeeper’s Garden and the Miller Library and 

Brooksvale Park − and engaged members in these activities.  She 

also cares for the club’s oak tree “Annie Oakley”.  Marti suffers 

from Lyme disease and often uses a cane.  Shelby Poe-Argentino is 

a great physical help to her.  

 

Pat Gardener, a member of the Greenfield Hill Garden Club, 

maintains the Hillside Road Island Garden  − scheduling members, 

working with them on her knees weeding, planting and cleaning up.  

She sees to the needs of the club work crew as well, all with a great 

smile.  
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Lynn Beaulieu, a member of the Manchester Garden Club, provides 

informative and interesting reports at meetings, is always ready to 

step up, offer advice and help members who have questions.  He is 

an active participant in horticulture for the Federation’s Connecticut 

Flower Show and was very instrumental in support of the former 

Youth Chair.   

 

Paul Coutu, a member of the Mystic Garden Club, is co-chair of 

Horticulture and an essential member who participates in all club 

projects.  He maintains plants for the plant sale, providing storage 

and transportation.  Paul cuts truckloads of greens for the greens sale 

and was a major contributor at the flower show and float for the 

parade.  

 

Susan Holland, a member of the Naugatuck Garden Club, prepares 

a segment at each meeting instructing on timely, proper horticultural 

practices, and also diligently prepares a written article for the 

monthly newsletter.  Susan is also the Civic Development Chair.  

 

Mary Ann Buckley, a member of the North Stonington Garden 

Club, has chaired the Visiting Garden Committee for a number of 

years, arranging many unusual and educational events for members.  

She has been the inspiration and facilitator for the year’s monarch 

waystation project.  

 

Club members who are Flower Show Judges – Cindy Marien, 

Leslie Martino, Barbara Bosco, Mary Ann Tyma and Sharon 

Bender - all of The Garden Club of Woodbridge - contributed their 

expertise by critiquing specimens and led the way in submissions to 

The Federation’s Connecticut Flower Show, inspiring club members 

to develop greater knowledge. 



pg. 43 

PUBLIC RELATIONS and COMMUNICATIONS 
Rebecca Paul, Chair 

Publicity Press Books    

            Small Club     

            1st    Daytime Gardeners 

            1st    The North Haven Garden Club 

            1st    The Spring Glen Garden Club 

 

  Medium Club      

 1st    Cheshire Garden Club 

 1st    Garden Club of Orange 

 

Newsletters  
 

     Small Club  

     1st    The North Haven Garden Club 

     1st    Westbrook Garden Club 

     2nd    The Spring Glen Garden Club 

 

      Medium Club  

  1st    Caudatowa Garden Club 

  1st    Duck River Garden Club 

  1st    Garden Club Orange 

  1st    Kensington Garden Club 

  1st    Southbury Garden Club 

  1st    Suburban GC of Cheshire 

  1st    Town & Country GC of Newtown 

   

 

    Large Club       

  1st    Danbury Garden Club 

  1st    The Shippan Point Garden Club 

  2nd   Wallingford Garden Club 
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Publications − Certificates of Merit 
 

Brochures 
 

Medium Club 

1st    The Garden Club of Newtown − “Membership Brochure” 

1st    The Town & Country GC of Newtown – “Welcome” 
 

Large Club 

1st    Danbury Garden Club − “Membership Brochure” 
 

Electronic Media ─ Blog 
 

Small Club 

1st    The Spring Glen Garden Club 

 

Electronic Media ─ Facebook Page 
 

Small Club 

1st    Daytime Gardeners of North Haven 

1st    The North Haven Garden Club 

1st    The Spring Glen Garden Club 

 

Large Club 

1st    Orchard Valley Garden Club 

1st    Suffield Garden Club 

1st    Wallingford Garden Club 

 

Electronic Media ─ Website 
 

Medium Club 

1st    Haddam Garden Club 

1st    Southbury Garden Club 

 

Extra-Large Club 

1st    Essex Garden Club 
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Special Overview of Facebook History 
 

Small Club 

1st    The North Haven Garden Club  

“Compilation of 112 pages of Facebook posts, reach, and 

page views”    

  

The North Haven Garden Club and their Publicity Chair, 

Cindy Golia, are awarded a brass paperweight, 

established in 1996 by the Arbor Garden Club of 

Clinton, for their Special Overview of Facebook history. 
 

Video/DVD  
 

Large Club 

1st    Danbury Garden Club 

         “A series of live photos as an overview of garden club 

         meetings throughout the club year” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



pg. 46 

 

SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS 

Margareta Kotch, Chair 

 

Mary Schoell − $3,000 
Graduate student at Yale’s School of Forestry & Environmental Studies. 

 

Mary Schoell is a master’s student at Yale School of Forestry & 

Environmental Studies where she researches salt marsh ecosystems. Her 

thesis looks at the effects of sea-level rise and hurricanes on salt marshes 

at Hammonasset Beach State Park.  Mary holds a BA in Environmental 

Science from the University of Connecticut.  After graduation she worked 

for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Atlantic Ecology Division 

as a restoration ecologist. When she isn’t treading through a salt marsh, 

she can be found swimming in the ocean, rock climbing, hiking in the 

mountains or tending to her garden. 

 

 

Stephen Kelly − $2,000 
Junior at UCONN’s College of Agriculture, Health & Natural Resources 

 

Stephen Kelly is a Junior in Landscape Architecture at the University of 

Connecticut. In the summer of 2019 he has worked as an intern with 

William Kenny Associates, an Ecological Services and Landscape 

Architecture firm based in his hometown of Fairfield, CT, helping to 

design private pollinator gardens for local clients. In addition to this, he 

has been working at the WKA-owned NATIVE plant nursery, selling and 

installing northeast native plants for private residences, gaining 

perspective on the processes involved in the construction of landscapes.  

He has particular interest in the ecological implications of community 

development and ultimately hopes to work in the public realm, developing 

spaces and practices which enhance environmental and human health. 

Beyond Landscape Architecture his interests include writing, hiking and 

singing with the UCONN a cappella group “Notes Over Storrs.” 
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Lauren Hickey − $2,000 
Senior at Bowdoin College, Maine.  Majoring in Environmental Studies/ 

Government & Legal Studies, Minor in Biology 

 

Lauren Hickey is a Senior at Bowdoin College, Maine, majoring in 

Environmental Studies and Government & Legal Studies with a minor in 

Biology.  Her work in her fields of study garnered her both our 

Federation’s Scholarship and a $4,000 scholarship from National Garden 

Club’s Miriam Anderson Steel fund on May 1, 2019.   

 

Lauren is passionate about food justice, namely ensuring that everyone, 

especially historically disadvantaged groups and communities, have access 

to fresh and healthy food. She leads the Bowdoin Organic Garden club 

which teaches students about growing local, organic food and engages the 

campus community in conversations about food justice. She spent a 

summer traveling throughout Maine to research the state's food system − 

from potatoes to blueberries to the Common Ground Fair. Following her 

semester abroad in Bolivia this past spring, she wrote a children's book 

based on her independent research project on climate resiliency in 

agricultural communities in Bolivia. It's currently being published and 

distributed to communities throughout Bolivia as well as friends and 

family in the U.S. She is incredibly grateful to receive this scholarship 

which will support her in completing her undergraduate degree and 

pursuing her post-graduate adventures in whatever form they may take!  
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YEARBOOK AWARDS 
Inge Venus, Yearbook Contest Manager 

 

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 

Established in 2004 by Flo Flynn and Inge Venus, a traveling pewter 

bowl, for the highest scoring Yearbook. 

 

Orchard Valley Garden Club of Southington 
 

Yearbook Certificates  
Scoring and breakdown of classes follows NGC Guidelines. 

 
Class I  (under 20 members) 

1st    Daytime Gardeners, North Haven 

   

Class II  (20 - 29 members) 

1st    Arbor Garden Club of Clinton 

1st    The North Haven Garden Club 

2nd   The Spring Glen Garden Club 

HM   New Britain Garden Club 

 

Class III  (30 - 44 members) 

1st   Town & Country Garden Club of Newtown 

2nd   Southbury Garden Club 

2nd    Westbrook Garden Club 

HM    Mountain Valley Garden Club  

 

Class IV  (45 - 69 members) 

1st    Duck River Garden Club of Old Lyme 

1st    Leete’s Island Garden Club 

1st    Lyme Garden Club 

1st    North Stonington Garden Club 

1st    Old Saybrook Garden Club 

1st    Garden Club of Orange 

1st    Orchard Valley Garden Club 

1st    Riverside Garden Club 

2nd   Kensington Garden Club 

2nd   Milford Garden Club 

2nd   The Garden Club of Newtown 

HM   Goshen Garden Club 
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Class V  (70 - 99 members) 

1st    Danbury Garden Club 

1st    Guilford Garden Club 

1st    The Garden Club of Madison 

1st    The Manchester Garden Club 

1st    Suffield Garden Club 

1st    West Hartford Garden Club 

 

Class VI  (100 members and over) 

1st    Branford Garden Club 
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YOUTH AWARDS  

Dottie Fox, Chair 

 

YOUTH AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 

 
Silver Tray - Medium Club  (Membership 30 to 59) 

Olde Ripton Garden Club worked with three different schools, 

grades K-4.  They assisted with a garden design for the entry to the 

schools.  In grades 5-6, they worked with a special education teacher 

to create a perennial garden.  Club members provided perennials and 

taught planting techniques.  Grades 7-8, the school has a 

hydroponic, vegetable and butterfly garden − they are donating 

plants they propagated for the Garden Club Plant Sale. 

  
Silver Tray – Large Club (Membership 60 to 99) 

Wallingford Garden Club utilized “The Saved Seed” book to 

conduct interactive lessons on the needs and life cycle of seeds and 

plants with 120 fourth grade children.  They included a presentation 

by a local farmer and a hands-on activity collecting and preparing 

seeds from pumpkins, gourds and sunflowers for replanting the 

following year.  They also stressed the importance of bees by 

inviting a local bee-keeper to speak about pollination and seed and 

plant production, which included an active enclosed hive.  Children 

and teachers from two towns completed an outdoor classroom for 

Pond Hill School, which was funded by a grant of over $1000 from 

the Wallingford Garden Club. 
 

Silver Tray – Extra Large Club (Membership 100 and above) 

Wilton Garden Club worked with Wilton High School students on 

an internship program for 5-6 hours daily on school days for a four- 

week period. This is the third year that teenagers work daily with the 

WGC members on sites throughout town. The sites include the 

Trackside Green Teen Garden, Library Kids Garden working on 

outdoor raised bed and pollinator gardens, Pollinator Pathway, 

Greenhouse at Comstock Community Center, weeding at Old Town 

Hall, planting new flowers at eight civic gardens, and assisted with 

the wildflower garden at Hurlbutt Street schoolhouse.  The interns 
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not only learn about gardening, including invasive species, but also 

develop an understanding of how the garden club donates their time 

and talents in many different ways to give back to the community. 

 

Club Certificate of Achievement 
 

Orchard Valley Garden Club of Southington worked monthly 

throughout the school year with approximately 70 children in the 

fourth and fifth grades at Thalberg Elementary School on different 

programs ranging from aromatherapy sachets, leaf rubbing, 

decorating a school tree with natural ornaments/ribbons during the 

holiday season, pine cone bird feeders, and winter sowing.  For three 

of the months, they used things in nature to honor Earth Day, 

Mother’s Day and “Acts of Kindness” month, for which they created 

bouquets in February which were brought to the Bread of Life 

facility to be delivered to clients along with hot and cold meals. 

 

Ledyard Garden Club conducted a pollinator project with first 

graders.  The children potted flowers and veggies at a local farmer’s 

market to take home. The club funded two trips for second graders 

to a tidal river ecology class and to the nature center. 

 

Guilford Garden Club created five raised beds for children at the 

Guilford Center for Children. The children were taught to plant, 

weed and grow vegetables and flowers.  The veggies were used for 

lunch/snacks and shared with the Guilford Food Bank. 

 

North Stonington Garden Club conducted a two-part herb study 

and planting program.  They studied culinary and medicinal 

purposes of herbs, and then planted an outdoor garden after school.  

They also financially supported a school planting program for 300  

students in grades K-4, as well as created dried flower bookmarks in 

an afterschool program. 
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LUCKNER YOUTH AWARD 
Established in 1993, a traveling silver bowl may be awarded to a club for 

outstanding work with a youth group in a school setting or with other youth 

groups.  

 

Silver Bowl – Small Club (Membership up to 29) 

The North Haven Garden Club worked with a Brownie Troop to 

make ornaments for Ronald McDonald House and the Connecticut 

Hospice in Branford.  On Earth Day, they introduced the National 

Poetry Contest to children (“Pop Goes the Seed”), and submitted 

five poems which were sent to NGC.  Fifth and Seventh graders won 

first place and their poems were published in the NGC Poetry 

Booklet. They also submitted three winning high school essays for 

the NGC contest “The Impact of Bottled Water on the Environment 

and Water Supply.” 

 
Silver Bowl – Large Club (Membership 60 to 99) 

West Hartford Garden Club worked with the Junior Gardeners at 

the Hillcrest Avenue Neighborhood Outreach Center (first through 

fifth graders). Throughout the year, 30 students worked on the 

following projects: decorating pumpkins, holiday greens table 

arrangements, Valentine floral arrangements, planting seeds, spring 

cleanup and landscaping followed by planting a variety of spring 

and summer flowers. 

 
Silver Bowl – Extra Large Club (Membership 100 and above) 

Wilton Garden Club worked with a Boy Scout Troop, completing 

two Eagle Scout projects at Trackside including creating three new 

raised beds to replace those which were rotted. Members of the 

Troop were also members of the flower guard.  They camped out 

overnight to safeguard plants that were to be sold the next day.  
 

For the Girl Scouts, the club worked with students on garden-badges, 

focusing on sustainability through “Composting and Recycling.” 

They set up a schedule of pick-up and drop-off for materials from 

local restaurants and coffee shops including coffee grounds, organic 

fruit and vegetable discards.  They also created fairy gardens for the 

club’s flower show and helped with weeding at the Pollinator 

Garden. Children in grades 5-8 met every Wednesday at the 



pg. 53 

Trackside Teen Center, planting and caring for produce, and washing 

it before donating it to the Wilton Food Pantry. The Scouts collected 

seeds in the fall and planted them this spring. They also painted bird 

houses and gourds they had grown, then hung them in the garden.  

The Green Teens staffed a booth at the Zero Waste Fair held at 

Wilton High School’s field house, demonstrating what they had 

accomplished during the year. 
 

Club Certificate of Achievement 
 

Daytime Gardeners of North Haven worked with a Daisy Troop who 

submitted three Woodsy Owl posters and studied the life of a bulb. 

They later planted their own bulbs among a group of 200 daffodil bulbs 

at a local cemetery. 
 

The Garden Club of Madison worked with a Girl Scout Troop to 

plant 100 daffodil bulbs at the entrance to the Salt Meadow Park in the 

fall.  They also participated in a multi-generational project at the 

Watrous Nursing Center to create holiday arrangements of greens, 

berries, ribbons and ornaments, ending with a holiday sing-along with 

the residents. 
 

Danbury Garden Club created the Danbury Junior Garden Club, 

comprised of 11 young women from first through ninth grades.  For 

nine months, they met for 1½ hours weekly in workshops ranging from 

“how to cultivate seeds,” to civic projects that involve utilizing their 

new skills to benefit the community.  Field trips to regional gardens and 

parks were also scheduled. Their newest endeavor is the art of flower 

arranging at the Danbury Public Library.  The club would like to 

recognize Mrs. Barbara DeVeaux for 35 years of service to this youth 

committee. 
 

Wallingford Garden Club participates in the Wallingford Public 

Youth Program, presenting two programs to students from K-5th grade 

based upon two books (“Oh Say Can You Seed?” and “Popcorn”), 

having great fun, with delicious treats provided for both children and 

parents. The club also had a Smokey Bear contest winner for the State, 

Leah Mosher. 
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Good Deed Citation 
This award was established in 1980 as a thoughtful gesture of goodwill to 

recognize an unusual worthwhile project that otherwise does not fit  

into the award categories. 

 

Branford Garden Club recognizes member Sheri Peterson, 
Chair of the Books and History Committee, for her work organizing 

and recording the Club’s 90 years of history as part of its celebration 

in October 2018.  Established in 1929, the Club is proud of its 

culture and history, preserved in archives in the James Blackstone 

Memorial Library in Branford. Historically, the records were handed 

down from president to president in boxes, namely: club yearbooks; 

press releases; and photo albums.  With the help of other members, 

Sheri created an official history of the Club’s 90 years. 

 

Club Certificate of Appreciation 

 

Branford Garden Club recognizes member Ann Freeman with a 

Club Certificate of Appreciation for single-handedly bringing the 

group into the 21st Century technologically, although Ann would be 

the first person to say, “It was a team effort.”  She brought together 

a group to implement electronic policies and procedures. Then she 

developed the Club’s online materials that are accessible by smart 

phone, tablet and through our website. Her innovations helped the 

club run a flower show in 2018 with 48 entries spread over nine 

historic sites.  As ribbons were awarded, photos returned to a central 

location were printed and posted.  Everyone was able to see all  

winners at the judges’ luncheon. In addition, Ann helped transfer 

club financial information and dealings onto Quick-Books, where a 

chart of accounts and fund uses makes all monetary transactions 

completely transparent and saves volunteer time. 
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Congratulations to the many deserving award recipients 

this year.  Thank you to all of the clubs that provided 

reports of their many accomplishments.  Remember that it 

is important to provide descriptions of your projects on the 

annual report forms that we provide to you each January 

so that we may consider them for awards next year.  
 

 

 
 

 

 


