
 

HISTORIC VIRGINIA 

GARDEN WEEK 

APRIL 20-26, 2020 
      

Travel with the Federated Garden 

Clubs of Connecticut to visit 

exquisite public and private spaces  

during Historic Virginia Garden 

Week.  

 

Tour Highlights 

James River Plantations 

Richmond’s Church Hill and 

Monument Avenue Gardens 

Virginia Museum of Fine Arts 

docent tour and private dinner 

Monticello 

Charlottesville Private Gardens 

with Cole Burrell 

Two private dinners, one box lunch 

and a special garden lunch 

Plus much more……... 

 
 
Kathy Lindroth, Tours Coordinator 
tours@ctgardentours.com 
860.836.3407 
 

Kathleen Lindroth 
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Monday, April 20: We travel south via deluxe motor coach for Richmond, Virginia enjoying 

four nights at the quaint Linden Row Inn. A Welcome Dinner awaits. 

Tuesday, April 21: After breakfast, we begin the gardens! Open especially for Historic 

Garden Week, the most well-known of the James River Plantations and a church that dates 

to the 1630s are showcased. Our special combination ticket allows access to the extensive 

grounds, numerous outbuildings and interiors of three sites. All are located along scenic 

Route 5 in Charles City between Richmond and Williamsburg. We will have our boxed lunch 

at Westover Episcopal Church, which is also open for touring. Berkeley, Shirley and 

Westover Plantations are Virginia and National Historic Landmarks, working plantations, 

private family homes and living links to our country’s past. We return to the hotel.    Enjoy 

an evening on your own tonight.  

 
Wednesday, April 22: After breakfast we are off for the Church Hill Gardens. The heart of 

Richmond’s first Old & Historic District, St. John’s Church (1741) was the first church built 

in the City and is notable as the site of Patrick Henry’s famous “Give Me Liberty or Give Me 

Death” speech. What came to be later known as Church Hill is the oldest intact 

neighborhood in the City and contains the most antebellum structures in 

Richmond.  Residences that range from early 19th century Federal style to mid-century 

Greek Revival and late 19th century styles, combined with granite pavers, brick sidewalks, 

gaslights, and a mature tree canopy, make Church Hill one of the best examples of preserved 

19th century cityscape in the United States.  This walking tour of private homes with small, 

courtyard gardens is hosted by the Council of Historic Richmond and the four Garden Club 

of Virginia clubs located in Richmond. We have a special treat this evening…. Off to the 

Virginia Museum of Fine Arts for a docent led tour of the main exhibits. After our tour we 

will have dinner at ‘Amuse,’ the Museum’s fine dining restaurant.    

 

    



Thursday, April 23: Today we will explore the Monument Avenue Gardens after breakfast. 

Designated a National Historic Landmark in 1997, this broad avenue with grassy, tree-lined 

median is punctuated by five monuments memorializing Confederate soldiers, the first of 

which, a statue of Robert E. Lee, was erected in 1890. Between 1900 and 1925, development 

along this grand thoroughfare flourished as architecturally significant homes, apartments and 

churches were erected by wealthy Richmond citizens and speculative builders. A statue of 

Richmond-born tennis player Arthur Ashe was unveiled in 1996, and the tour straddles the 

newly designated Arthur Ashe Boulevard. The area remains a favorite due to its beauty, 

history and proximity to downtown and cultural venues. This walking tour includes the 

Executive Mansion, located a short drive east. The oldest governor’s residence in the 

country, used for its original purpose, is a restoration project of the Garden Club of Virginia 

using proceeds from past Historic Garden Week tours. Dinner and evening on own. 

 

 
 

Friday, April 24: Today, after breakfast we head for Charlottesville, Virginia. We begin with 

a guided tour of Monticello Mansion and Gardens, situated on a mountaintop outside 

Charlottesville, Virginia.  This 5,000-acre plantation was the home to Thomas Jefferson, 

author of the Declaration of Independence, 3rd president of the United States, and founder 

of the University of Virginia.  Today, the architectural masterpiece is the only house in the 

United States on the United Nations’ prestigious World Heritage List of international 

treasures.  There will be time for lunch on your own. We will continue to our hotel for the 

next two nights, the fabulous Omni Charlottesville on the pedestrian walk. Enjoy the 

evening on your own to explore. 



Saturday, April 26: CHARLOTTESVILLE GARDEN TOUR 

After breakfast, we are in for a special treat! A guided day of gardens with C. Colston 

(Cole) Burrell who will spend the day with us!  Cole is a lecturer, garden designer, author of 

12 books, photographer and leads garden and nature trips. We begin our day with a visit to 

the garden of Pam Sorensen. An unfolding story is how Pam describes her collaboration 

with landscape designer Cole Burrell. The property—nearly an acre and a quarter—is blessed 

with remarkable bones. A journey through the garden reveals one lovely chapter after 

another of their 10-year collaboration. Brick walls define a series of terraces cascading 

downhill from the house, flanked by long perennial beds. Features include a patio and 

fountain just behind the house, a boxwood parterre garden, and a rock garden with three 

interconnecting pools. The woodland garden is a colorful pastiche of flowers and foliage to 

delight the senses at every season.   

 
 

Our next stop is Bird Hill, the garden of host Cole Burrell and Bruce Ellsworth is a 10-acre 

pastiche of woodland, meadow and garden inspired by the beauty of the regional landscape. 

Though natives make up the heart of the palette, plants from around the world blend 

together within the natural framework. Circular spaces are repeated throughout, inspired by 

landscape architect Jens Jensen. Architectural salvage and re-purposed items are placed 

throughout the garden and potted plants abound.  Tour the garden and enjoy a delicious 

lunch buffet prepared by Chef Ellen English. 

 

 

 



After lunch at Bird Hill, our next stop is the gardens of Waterperry Farm, owned by 

Katherine Kane and Olin West. The extensive gardens surround an elegant 1810-style 

farmhouse. Katherine designed the expertly landscaped the grounds. Garden rooms 

welcome the weary to cozy seats and flowerbeds filled with rosemary and other herbs. A 

shaded garden under white pines offers a weathered bench and table surrounded by hostas, 

rhododendrons, and other woodland loving plants. Blooming dogwoods, peonies and 

hydrangeas anchor another of the garden rooms and nearby an old bullpen is now home to a 

healthy array of roses. Impressive stonewalls and softly manicured hedges help bring it all 

together. The newest additions are a lush streamside garden and pond along the new entry 

drive and a greenhouse adjacent to the potager. 

 

We reluctantly depart Waterperry for the last stop on out magical tour of Virginia’s varied 

gardens. Sometimes you visit a place that you would never want to leave, an oasis - this is 

one of those special places.  A garden retreat nestled in meticulously tidy woods with 

pastoral and mountain views, Cathy Kramer has created a relaxing romp through 

meticulously crafted plant combinations. The journey draws visitors through a series of 

engaging spaces, each with a distinct personality. We enjoy an afternoon glass of wine here.

 
 

After our tour, we return to the hotel for dinner on your own at one of the fine restaurants 

on Charlottesville’s Downtown Mall, one of the longest pedestrian malls in the US. In 1976 

East Main Street, once a busy roadway was converted into a pedestrian mall designed by 

landscape architect Lawrence Halprin. Towering groves of pin oaks cast shade over the 

many outdoor restaurants that are the hallmark of this popular destination.  

.   

Sunday, April 27: Today we bid farewell to our Historic Virginia Garden Week as we head 

for home with refreshments onboard!   

 

*Schedule is based on Historic Virginia Garden Week published schedule and is subject to 

change. 

  



 

 TOUR LIMITED TO 25 PASSENGERS! 

COST:   $1929 PP TWIN   --- $2469 PP SINGLE 

 

INCLUDES:  Deluxe Motorcoach transportation, 6 nights hotel, tax, baggage handling, 6 

breakfast $ vouchers, 1 lunch, 1 boxed lunch, 2 dinners, sightseeing per itinerary, all 

gratuities for driver, tour guides and included meals, $100 pp donation to The 

Federated Garden Clubs of CT, Inc., FRIENDSHIP TOURS escort.    

PRACTICALITIES 

MORE INFORMATION:   KATHY LINDROTH, TOURS COORDINATOR,  TOURS@CTGARDENCLUBS.ORG OR 860-

677-4807 

THIS IS AN ACTIVE TOUR.  IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE ACTIVITY LEVEL AND YOUR ABILITY TO DO 

THIS TOUR, PLEASE CALL KATHY LINDROTH, TOURS COORDINATOR.    

TO MAKE A RESERVATION:  CALL BARBARA at FRIENDSHIP TOURS:  860-243-1630 

DEPOSIT; $400 per person with reservation to secure your spot 

THE FEDERATED GARDEN CLUBS OF CT, Inc. MEMBERS HAVE PRIORITY SIGN UP - UNTIL 12/1/2019  

PLEASE PROVIDE THE NAME OF YOUR GARDEN CLUB WHEN REGISTERING 

FINAL PAYMENT:   FEBRUARY 21, 2020 

CANCELLATION POLICY: If a passenger cancels from deposit to February 21, 2020 fee of $250.00pp; 
February 22, 2020 to March 20, 2020 fee of $900.00 pp; no refunds if canceled on March 20, 2020 or 
later unless a substitute is provided. 

TRIP PROTECTION INSURANCE:   Trip protection coverage is strongly recommended.    Website 

https//nta.aoltravelprotect.com or 800-388-1470 for full information or call FRIENDSHIP TOURS at 860-

243-1630.  You may also check insuremytrip.com for competitive rates on insurance.  

RESPONSIBILITY:  FRIENDSHIP TOURS arranges the components of the tours and does not own or operate 

the independent suppliers of services including motor coaches.  Trips cancelled because of weather 

conditions are handled on a per trip basis.  Refunds will depend on timing the cancellation and supplier 

policies.  Tickets to theaters/events are non-refundable.  FRIENDSHIP TOURS reserves the right to adjust 

cost based on fuel surcharges.  
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