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February/March 2019

With January behind us and now deep into winter - I am sure you have all been thumbing
through those garden books, ordering seeds and planning your upcoming garden. Whether
your garden is mostly borders and trees, formal or informal or maybe it is just simply
seedlings on the windowsill - it all requires your thought and attention.

But, put those books on the shelf and lift your spirits by coming to the Connecticut Flower &
Garden Show "April in Paris" scheduled for February 21-24. Whether a volunteer, an exhibitor
or attendee - there is excitement in the air. As always, I am sure it will be a spectacular event
and I can't wait to see it. Hope to see you at the Connecticut Convention Center ~

Joan Burgess
 News Manager

Quick link to February/March calendar - click HERE for print version

Image by Ronnie Schoelzel

http://www.ctgardenclubs.org/
mailto:CFNewsManager@ctgardenclubs.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/1fc16831-7a20-4203-91de-f8920f4b6df4.pdf


2/16

IN THIS ISSUE
President's Message

Committee Updates by Inge Venus

In Memoriam - Leota (Lee) Bauerfeld

In Memoriam - Helen Pritchard

UPCOMING EVENTS

Annual Awards Meeting by Nan Merolla

Floral Design Workshops by Cathy Ritch

Landscape Design School by Sue Kelley

FGCCT Tours by Kathy Lindroth

Club Calendar by Ellie Tessmer

FLOWER SHOWS & SCHOOLS

April in Paris by Pat Dray

Membership Table at the CT Flower Show by Polly Brooks

ARTICLES OF INTEREST

Start Spreading the News!

Legislative News by Gerri Giordano

Eye on Horticulture by Renee Marsh

President's Message

Greetings Fellow Gardeners,

If we reflect for a moment on the Year 2018 on behalf of our Federation, we find that we had
a most successful CT Flower Show "Breath of Spring", with record high participation by our
members - both as exhibitors as well as volunteers at the show.

http://www.ctgardenclubs.org/
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Our two State Meetings at Aqua Turf - the Annual Meeting in April and the Awards Meeting in
October - were well attended and enjoyed.

Four of our garden clubs sponsored a Blue Star Memorial Marker in their communities - a
record high in recent years. 

For all the wonderful images of the above events, please click  HERE

Now we turn our attention to our most ambitious event for 2019 - the CONNECTICUT
FLOWER SHOW "APRIL IN PARIS", under the capable leadership of Cathy Ritch.  
Preparations are in full swing, with the Committee working on a 15 ft. tall Eiffel Tower replica
for the center stage.

See Pat Dray's article below

In March, our NGC LANDSCAPE DESIGN SCHOOL is always a popular course, so don't
delay to sign up.

Also, your club president will have received a bevy of ANNUAL REPORTS - in fillable pdf
format - for several of your committees to complete and return to our Headquarters Office. 
The Annual Reports are also available online in the Members Area - both in fillable pdf format
and as a WORD document.  The deadline is April 1st. Don't delay since it is these reports
that will guide our Awards Committee with recognizing your various projects and contributions
to your community.

And our Federation is observing a milestone come April 17th ANNUAL MEETING - OUR
90TH ANNIVERSARY under the capable leadership of Nan Merolla. (See her article below).
We will be celebrating this event in style at Aqua Turf in more ways than one. We will install a
new administration and you will be able to enjoy the designs by Program Speaker Michael
Derouin. And let's not forget that I will get a chance to present the Conservation Champion
Awards to individuals as well as to clubs who have participated in creating a Xeriscape and/or
a Pollinator Friendly Garden. 

Looking even further ahead, our Tours Coordinator Kathy Lindroth has an exciting trip to
Japan planned for you. Are you going? 

https://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/ce724d9f-3296-493d-9664-203c83045d81.pdf
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One final reminder - do go to our WEBSITE often and check out all of the many new postings
made on an almost daily basis.

In the spirit of Conservation,
Inge

Committee Updates
By Inge Venus

Here is some additional information regarding what some of our FGCCT Committees have
been up to:

YOUTH COMMITTEE: Clubs sent in posters, essays and poems, and Chair Dottie Fox will be
sending off the winning entries to the New England Garden Clubs' (NEGC) Youth Awards
Chair in competition with the other five New England states.

YEARBOOKS COMMITTEE:  Since November 2018 Interim Contest Manager Inge Venus
has received 24 yearbooks and held two 'how to judge and score yearbooks' sessions at her
house with Arlene Field, Janet Spaulding, Branford GC member Ann Freeman, and Suffield
GC members Susan Mayne and Joyce Zien. All yearbooks have been judged and the
winning entry in each of the six club size categories plus the Judges Council yearbook,
together with an NEGC awards application, have been sent off to NEGC in competition with
the other five New England states in time to meet the February 1st deadline.
Recommendation:  Because it takes quite a bit of time to judge these yearbooks, it is
recommended to change the date for clubs to submit their yearbooks to October 1st.

PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE:  Dozens of club newsletters plus two club brochures
were received by Chair Becky Paul and judged with Inge.  The clubs for the high scorers in
three club size categories plus the two brochures were contacted to prepare an official
National Garden Club (NGC) Awards Application. After receipt they were then sent off to the
National Garden Club's Awards Vice Chair by the January 15th deadline - either digitally or by
postal mail. It is also recommended to change the date for clubs to submit their public
relations entries to October 1st.

AWARDS COMMITTEE:  Reviewing the high scoring projects from our 2018 Awards
Booklet, Awards Chair Janet Spaulding selected nine state projects for consideration of a
National Award.  In addition, several clubs submitted "Social Media" awards applications. A
total of 14 clubs were contacted by the Awards Committee to complete the official three-page
NGC Awards Application. All clubs complied. With the exception of the Video DVD, which
was sent via postal mail, the remaining entries were sent off digitally to the NGC Awards
Chair by the January 15th deadline.   Recommendation:  Because it is a time-consuming
process to prepare the three-page awards application, it is recommended to change the date
to submit "Social Media" applications to November 1st. Also, it is recommended that the
Awards Committee contact the clubs whose projects are being considered for a National
award no later than November 1st so it doesn't impact the Holiday Season. Furthermore,
Branford GC's Book of Evidence plus attendant documents for their Flower Show "The Sound
and the Flora of Stony Creek" went off to National as well.

WEBSITE COMMITTEE: Both Jane Waugh and Shelley Hedberg are making almost daily
updates to our website.   So does EllieTessmer to the Events Calendar.

https://ctgardenclubs.org/
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MEETINGS COMMITTEE: Chair Nan Merolla has put the final touches on the 90th Annual
Meeting Registration Form and Flyer, both of which are posted online under the Events tab. 
Get ready for our 90th Anniversary bash at Aqua Turf come April 17th.

CT FLOWER SHOW COMMITTEE:  Under the expert guidance of Chair Cathy Ritch, this
committee is in high gear right now, especially the staging and props; preparing division,
section and class signs; preparing master lists in design, horticulture and photography; and
so much more.    All the best to the entire committee.

NEWSLETTER MANAGER: Joan Burgess is working on her February/March issue of the
CFNEWS with input from several Board members and, of course, the always well written and
educational Horticulture Report by Renee Marsh.

STATE PROJECT:  Chair Holly Kocet will soon be reviewing the individual as well as club
entries for the Xeriscape and/or Pollinator Friendly Garden "Conservation Champion Award"
to be presented at the Annual Meeting.

BYLAWS REVIEW COMMITTEE:  Chair Donna Nowak plus her committee of Arlene Field,
Polly Brooks, and Shirley Hall are finalizing proposed amendments to the Bylaws, Standing
Rules, and Policies and Procedures.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE:  Chair Gerri Giordano and her committee of Arlene Field,
Ronnie Schoelzel, Cindy Golia, Dina Rowling and Kandra Houston are still seeking
candidates for a couple of open positions.

TOURS:  Coordinator Kathy Lindroth reports that the Arkansas trip is sold out; there are still
openings for the November 5-18 trip to Japan.   A River Quest boat ride is in the planning
stages for September 14th.

SCHOOLS and COUNCILS: Landscape Design Council Chair Susan Laursen and School
Chair Karin Pyskaty report all systems are go for the March 26-28 course.  Judges Council
Chair Trish Manfredi has put together the dates and speakers for the Judges Council
meetings.  She is also a featured program speaker at the upcoming CT Flower Show "April in
Paris".

In Memoriam
Leota (Lee) Bauerfeld

1930 - January 19, 2019
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Leota Marjorie Bauerfeld, née Sperry, 89, most recently of Meadow Ridge in Redding 
Connecticut, formerly a long-time resident of Branford, passed away peacefully on 
January 19, 2019, after a long illness. She was surrounded by family and caring Meadow 
Ridge staff members.

Lee was president of The Federated Clubs of Connecticut from 1989 - 1991

Read Fond Memories of our Federation's 34th President by Inge Venus
Read Lee's Obituary

In Memoriam Helen 
Pritchard

1929 - December 20, 2018

Helen Pritchard remembered...from her friends at The Federated Garden Clubs of 
Connecticut, Inc.

Helen was a leader, mentor and teacher to many. She was a Master Judge Emeritus and 
chaired the 1998 CT Flower Show "Watch Us" held at the Connecticut Expo Center as 
well as the 1999 FS "Let's Celebrate", also held at the Expo Center.

Read MORE about Helen by Inge Venus
Visit Helen's Obituary Page

https://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/2be7f74b-ee5c-407e-8c86-44657fa2886e.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/f52512a8-9c1e-4426-8c99-5a3cb65ebe4e.pdf
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/newstimes/obituary.aspx?n=helen-pritchard&pid=191137320&fhid=4183
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Annual Awards Meeting
By Nan Merolla

JOIN THE CELEBRATION AT OUR 90th ANNUAL MEETING - APRIL 17, 2019
A wonderful experience awaits you at the Federation's 90th Annual Meeting and Luncheon 
on April 17, 2019, at the lovely Aqua Turf Club in Plantsville, CT. Click HERE for the Meeting 
Flyer. 

Inge Venus will close her two-year term as President with the election and installation of new 
officers for the 2019 - 2021 term.  Also, in acknowledgement of President Venus' theme, "Be 
a Conservation Champion," by conserving water, assisting pollinators, and gardening 
organically, winners of the "Conservation Champion Award" will be recognized in the 
individual and the Club categories of either creating a Xeriscape garden or a Pollinator-
friendly garden.

To add to our enjoyment of the day, award-winning designer and floral industry educator, 
Michael Derouin, will create unique floral designs, while sharing many of his favorite 
designing tips and anecdotes. His program promises to
entertain and inspire us. Michael is a second-generation
floral designer, who was raised in his family's florist shop.
In 2007 he joined the acclaimed McArdle's Florist and
Garden Center of Greenwich where he is currently
Director of Floral Design.   Michael is a member of The
American Institute of Floral Designs, The American
Academy of Floriculture, Professional Floral
Communicators International, and the Canadian Academy
of Floral Art. He serves on the Board of the Connecticut Florists Association, is Chairman of 
the Northeast Floral Expo, and has received numerous design awards, including 2001 
Connecticut Designer of the Year. Michael's distinctive design style is best described as
"Modern Sophistication." He has generously agreed to donate his completed designs to be 
included in the Drawings. For more information on Michael Derouin, visit his website.

The meeting commences at 10:00 a.m., but come early! Registration opens at 9:00 a.m. 
Enjoy coffee or tea while you peruse products from a superb group of vendors. And you can

https://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/7c50b102-73ba-4154-9e0c-acc11839f6b8.pdf
http://www.michaelderouin.com/home.html
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purchase your tickets for the drawings for vendor items, the table centerpieces, and Michael 
Derouin's designs.

Make your reservation soon for what promises to be a delightful day. You may register and pay 
online on the FGCCT website. Up to 10 registrations can be made with a single payment. Or for 
Mail-in Registrations, click HERE.

Please note, if you won a silver award at the October 2018 Awards Meeting, you may return it at 
this meeting. I hope to see you there. 

If you have any questions, please contact Nan Merolla, FGCCT Meetings Chair.
203-216-0884

Floral Design Workshops - Beyond Beginning 2019
By Cathy Ritch

Intro to Creative Floral Design,
Floral Jewelry,
Mechanics,
Designs using Floral Mesh or Wood

...are you interested in learning something new in Floral
Design? Beyond Beginning Floral Design Workshops have
several options in 2019. We hope you'll join in the fun and let
your creative spirit free.

Workshops are held at both the Acton library in Old Saybrook
and CAES, New Haven. The INTRO classes are specifically
aimed at those who want more practice and self-confidence.
You do not have to take an INTRO class before taking other

classes, if you have some floral design experience.

For more information, including dates and topics - Click HERE.  Workshops fill up quickly,
don't wait to register!

Landscape Design School
By Sue Kelley

Curious about landscape design?  Come spend two days, March 26-27, 2019 with
fellow gardeners and landscape designers immersed in Course 1 of the NGC
Landscape Design School sponsored by FGCCT. You will learn solid landscape

https://ctgardenclubs.org/90th-annual-fgcct-meeting-and-luncheon-online-registration-form/
https://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/6aa945e2-1005-455d-9383-5d748dc02036.pdf
mailto:ncmerolla@aol.com
https://ctgardenclubs.org/education/bbdesignworkshops-2-2/
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design practices, hear fascinating speakers whose presentations include wonderful
design examples to spark the creative process, and meet fellow stewards of the
outdoors! This course is for anyone interested in enhancing personal and public
landscape spaces. The knowledge gained in the Landscape Design courses will
enable you to be an effective member of park boards, conservation commissions and
community organizations.

For general information, school brochure, and to register - click HERE.

FGCCT Tours
By Kathy Lindroth

YOKOSO!   WELCOME TO JAPAN!
Date: November 5-18, 2019.    

We are nearing the minimum needed to make the trip a go!  The maximum number on this
trip will be 25.  If you are interested in this bucket-list trip please contact me soon to avoid
disappointment.  The tour will officially start in Tokyo on November 5 and will include:

Tokyo, 3 nights
Kanazawa, 2 nights
Kyoto, 3 nights
Okayama, 3 nights
Osaka, 1 night

From the above bases, these will be many side trips and excursions.  Our tour will not only
visit gardens, but experience crafts, cuisine, culture, museums and shopping!  A dedicated
Japanese speaking guide will accompany us on this adventure.  

If you are interested in this trip, please contact me Tours@ctgardenclubs.org  for additional
information.

For the detailed itinerary and cost of this exciting new tour, click HERE. 

If you've decided to make this once-in-a-lifetime trip, to read the terms of the trip and get the
reservation form -  Terms & Conditions_Reservation Form   

*****************

SAVE THE DATE:
Saturday, September 14, 2019
5:30 - 8:30 pm
Haddam, CT

Swallow Migration Viewing on the Connecticut River!  Watch for full details coming up soon;
mark your calendar for this educational and fun event!

https://ctgardenclubs.org/education/schools/landscape-design-school-2-2/
mailto:Tours@ctgardenclubs.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/8d94912c-56a4-4e8d-b024-97945e477b02.pdf
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/afa424ec-8d79-478a-95c2-b6475bc137c4.pdf
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Limited to 40 people.  Click HERE for additional information.

Visit our WEBSITE for information on tours offered by FGCCT.

Kathy Lindroth

The Federated Garden Clubs of CT Calendar of Events 
By Ellie Tessmer

Click HERE for the hard copy February/March Calendar
OR Click HERE for website calendar - All Events updated regularly

********************

Click HERE For
"How to Use the Event Calendar on the Website"

By Jane Waugh

https://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/feebc69b-7c1d-4a1d-abc1-33ed97a0bf0c.pdf
https://ctgardenclubs.org/events-overview/tours-2/
https://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/1fc16831-7a20-4203-91de-f8920f4b6df4.pdf
https://ctgardenclubs.org/events/
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/62f48fce-5c28-4022-b84b-173d90f58dd9.pdf


11/16

Entry Dates: September 1, 2018 - February 1, 2019

Rules & Guidelines

Submit up to 2 images uploaded to cgburke.com/bfsy/ along with the completed entry form and
the signed release form. Please include a statement about your images. Your images should be
high resolution (300 dpi) images with a file size of at least 2 megabytes with a minimum dimension of
1600x1200 pixels. Smart phone photos generally are large enough files if are submitted actual size.
Images should contain plant material. Image should be labeled with your last name, first name and title
of your photo: For example: dane-arabella - raindrops.jpeg.  MANIPULATION of the image by the
exhibitor, in camera, and or in post processing is allowed, These digital images will be juried and the
finalists will be notified The committee will print the 24 finalists, which will be displayed at the Boston
Flower and Garden Show. Further awards may be given at the show. The ribbon will be mailed to the
entrant.

Class 1. Plant America - An image featuring native plants

 Class 2. Scenic America - An image of a landscape and/or seascape 

Class 3. Small World - A close-up or macro featuring native animals, insects
and/or plants 

Class 4. Web of Life - A monochrome featuring patterns in nature 

Class 5. Weather Forecast - An image featuring weather 

Class 6. Climate Change -Altered reality using creative camera techniques In-
camera and/or by post/processing.

Agave shawii, Coastal Agave, in Torrey State Nature Reserve Pines CA, is Globally imperiled. Only 2
known populations - 60 genetic individuals - remain in the wild in CA (http://explorer.natureserve.org)

Submit entries on-line - Login at http://cgburke.com/ngc/
Guidelines:
Contest is open exclusively to the members of National Garden Clubs, Inc. and its affiliated organizations.
Image must be the work of the exhibitor. There is no charge to enter the contest.
You may enter no more than 2 images into the contest. Please title your image. Where feasible, please identify
plant material and describe your subject. In class 6, if feasible, describe your creative process. All the submissions
will be juried. Scale of Points for judging photography is on page 131 of the NGC Handbook. The 24 highest
scoring images will be displayed at the NGC National Convention in Biloxi, MS.

Image Preparation Guidelines:
Minimum resolution of 300 pixels per inch
Minimum file size 1.5 MB; Maximum file size 5MB (megabytes)

Definitions:
Altered Reality: the manipulation of photos to create a fictional or conceptual image expressing ideas or feelings in
a non-traditional manner or style Creative Techniques: image enhanced by using any techniques, adjustments or
processes either in-camera or in post processing

http://cgburke.com/bfsy/
http://www.ctgardenclubs.org/
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=657
http://cgburke.com/ngc/
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Monochrome: an image in black & white and shades of gray, or sepia, or an image having a single hue with its
related shades, tints and tones

For more information contact : arabellasd@aol.com

Date: Saturday, March 16, 2019
Place: Connecticut College,Crozier-Williams Building

270 Mohegan Avenue, New London, CT 06320

Keynote Speaker: Doug Tallamy "A Chickadee's Guide to Gardening"
Closing Sjpeaker: Heather Holm "What's the Buzz About Native Bees"
Break-Out Speakers:

- Dan Jaffee: "The Best Plants for Bees, Butterflies and Birds"
- Matt Mattus: "The Art of Vegetable Gardening"
- Stephen Scanniello: "The Right Roses for CT from Antiques to Most Modern"
- Nancy DuBrule-Clemende: "Foliage Plants That Give Color & Texture in the Landscape"

Schedule: Price:

8:00-9:00 am    Registration & Coffee
 9:00-9:20 am    Welcome Remarks

 9:25-10:25 am   Keynote Speaker
 10:30-10:55 am Break/Visit Vendors

 11:00-12:00 pm Morning Speaker Workshops
12:-1:00 pm       Lunch

 1:00 pm             Silent Auction bidding stops
1:00-1:25 pm     Break/Visit Vendors

 1:30-2:30 pm     Afternoon Speaker Workshops
3:00-4:00 pm     Closing Speaker

$65 for CMGA members and their guests
 $95 for non-members and walk-ins on the day of the event

Cost includes light breakfast, lunch, keynote and closing
speakers, two additional breakout workshops of participant's
choice, plus vendors, door prizes, and a silent auction.

For event flyer and registration information:
 Go to CTMGA.org, or email us at symposium@ctmga.org.

On-line registration opens on Jan. 15, 2019
 Registrations must be received by March 3rd, otherwise you

may register as a walk-in on the day of the event. 
Master Gardeners can earn two AMG educational credits by attending this symposium. CMGA
supports the UConn Extension Master Gardener program and horticultural projects throughout our
state through grants and scholarships.  Equal Opportunity Program Provider.  

FLOWER SHOWS & SCHOOLS

mailto:arabellasd@aol.com
http://www.ctgardenclubs.org/
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By Pat Dray

 CT Flower and Garden Show 2019, "April in Paris"

Travel to Paris without leaving Connecticut!  From February 21-24, 2019, the Connecticut
Convention Center will be bursting with the sights and sounds of Paris as the Federated
Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc presents "April in Paris", A Standard Flower Show. 
There are still a number of opportunities for you to participate in the Show, either as an
exhibitor or a volunteer.

You have until February 15 to preregister Horticulture by contacting the Horticulture Entries
Chairman, Jessica Fischer (203-272-8315) or hortentries@gmail.com. There is no penalty to
withdraw your entry should you decide that it's not "show ready" prior to the show.
You also have until February 15 to enter the Photography Section by contacting Photography
Chairman, Renee Marsh (203-926-0021) or renee@reneemarsh.com

Interested in earning a free admission to the Show? Just volunteer to work for several hours
as a hostess at the Show. Please contact Hostess/Hospitality Chair: Beth Brunone at
showvolunteers@yahoo.com to sign up.

Reduced price tickets are also available for The Federated Garden Clubs of CT, Inc.
members up until February 1, 2019. Anyone using a credit card will incur a processing fee.
Please make check payable to: North East Expos, Inc. Mail to: 49 Case Street, Canton, CT
06019.

For Information on Public Admission, please visit: North East Expos, Inc. (NEE) website:
For more information, please download the Show schedule at www.ctgardenclubs.org 

Pat Dray, Publicity Chair
FGCCT, Inc. State Flower Show "April in Paris"

****************************

Click HERE to go down memory lane and visit The Past Ten Years of CT Flower Shows
Collage by Inge Venus

mailto:hortentries@gmail.com
mailto:renee@reneemarsh.com
mailto:showvolunteers@yahoo.com
https://ctflowershow.com/
http://www.ctgardenclubs.org/
https://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/87596be3-a4af-4032-bf8a-ebb1d9f81717.pdf
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Membership Table at the CT Flower Show
By Polly Brooks

The Federation invites you to bring handouts for your upcoming events to share at the
Membership Table at the Connecticut Flower Show, "April in Paris." Please bring them
Thursday morning, February 21st.

Be prepared to pick up remaining copies Sunday, the 24th at 5 p.m. We cannot accept fliers
for May Markets.

Questions? Please email Polly Brooks.

ARTICLES OF INTEREST 

Start Spreading the News!

We're actively seeking a talented and motivated person with social media experience to
share all the great things that are happening with the Federated Garden Clubs of
Connecticut.  You'll have the unique opportunity to build a social media presence for The
Federation across the likes of Facebook, Instagram and Pinterest. It's an opportunity to make
a significant impact by helping us further engage with clubs and build the value of the
Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut. Does this sound interesting? 

Learn more. Email Arlene Field, First-Vice President

Legislative News
By Gerri Giordano

Great news:  Big Y to eliminate Single-Use Plastic Bags in 2020!!!

Their goal now is to make the shift to reusable bags.  They plan to offer discounted pricing
and promotions on reusable bags throughout 2019.

The company has 81 locations throughout Mass and Ct including 70 supermarkets, 30
pharmacies, Fresh Acres Market, Table and Vine Wines and Liquors, and 9 Express gas and
convenience locations.  They use 100 million plastic bags and 3.5 million paper bags each
year at its checkouts.  Paper bags aren't the answer because of increased greenhouse gas
emissions and deforestation.

mailto:mlbrooks@optonline.net
mailto:afield2@earthlink.net
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'Scarletta'

Leucothoe fontanesiana

Now, if Stop and Shop and other chains would only follow suit.....I know a lot of members
have been working with their towns and Legislators to ban plastic bags...this is a big step in
that direction.

Gerri Giordano
Legislation Chair

Eye on Horticulture - February/March 2019
Reported by Renee Marsh

Just Call Me Doghobble

If ever a plant had a serious PR problem, it's Leucothoe.  I think many gardeners avoid it
because, well heck, how do you pronounce it? It's like the wine in the restaurant you don't
order because you can't say it. And as if that was not bad enough, try common names like
doghobble, fetterbush and switch ivy. It's a shame because this is a native plant that deer
don't eat, grows well in shade to part shade and plays well with others. So, give it a try... 'lew-
KOE-thoe-ee' or (sigh) doghobble.

Leucothoe is a slow growing evergreen shrub with arching stems and tapered, glossy leaves
that kind of zigzag.  Small white urn-shaped flowers emerge in early
spring providing nectar and pollen for bees.  It is in the Ericaceae
family (think rhododendron and blueberry) and though it hails from
further south, it fits into our Connecticut landscape seamlessly.  Its
native habitat is shady stream banks, so shade to part shade,
adequate water and rich, acidic soil is preferred.   Like many
broadleaf evergreens it does not like drought and drying winds.  
There are many types of Leucothoe but the ones you are most likely
to encounter in nurseries are L. fontanesiana and L. axillaris. 

L. fontanesiana (Drooping Leucothoe) can grow 3 to 6 feet tall and
wide.  The foliage is glossy deep green which color to a wine purple in winter.  The popular
cultivar'Girard's Rainbow' is smaller in size,
reaching 3 to 5 feet.  Though less vigorous than
the species, it has eye-catching white, green, and
pink variegated foliage.  The foliage and flowers
are a dramatic touch in flower arrangements.
Then there is 'Scarletta' which is denser, slower
growing, more compact, and more symmetrical
than the species.  It typically reaches 3 feet tall
and wide with scarlet-purple new leaves that turn
a deep green in summer and a reddish bronze in
fall.

http://www.ctgardenclubs.org/
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'Girard's Rainbow' with friends

L. axillaris (Coast leucothoe) is shorter and broader than L. fontanesiana (2-4 feet tall and 3-5
feet wide) and not quite as hardy.  Give it some protection and a good winter mulch if you are
in Zone 5. It also has a nice burgundy fall / winter foliage.

Let's be frank here, Leucothoe is not going to be the star of your garden (despite those
glowing nursery descriptions) but every show needs a good
supporting cast. In my shade garden it adds texture and
interest without being bulky and overwhelming.   Pair with
perennials like Japanese forest grass (Hakonechloa macra),
ferns, and hosta or with its big cousin Rhododendron.
Leucothoe does have a colonizing habit which makes it useful
for naturalizing and soil stabilization in shady areas.   Its slow
growth keeps it from being too intrusive.   Pruning is generally
not required but if need be, do so in early spring before new
growth begins.  For plant geeks, Leucothoe is a dream to
propagate from cuttings. With a little rooting hormone,
moisture (plastic bag will do) and some bottom heat (think
seedling mat) you can easily root cuttings.   It takes a bit to
get them into shrub size but gardening is a game of patience,
right?

Downsides ... although it has few pests, leaf spot can be a problem especially on the 
cultivars. If you want pristine leaves and hate mountain laurel, you won't like Leucothoe. The 
standard management practices for leaf spotting diseases apply including removal of infected 
fallen leaves in the fall, thinning for better air circulation and a fungicide if you are so 
inclined.   Heads up on this also - Leucothoe is poisonous if ingested as are many members 
of the Ericaceae family including mountain laurel and rhododendron.  
So, give it a chance if you can.   And when your friends ask what it is, well, just say ... 
whatever you like.

Renee Marsh
Horticulture Chair

************************************

Deadline to submit articles/photos, ads and calendar events for the April/May issue of
the Connecticut Federation News is March 10, 2019.  Please submit to:

ARTICLES/PHOTOS
Joan Burgess
CFNewsManager@ctgardenclubs.org

ADVERTISING
Barbara Rombald
PO Box 854, Branford, CT 06405
203.488.5528
fgcctoffice@gmail.com

CALENDAR

Ellie Tessmer 
calendarcf@yahoo.com

Direct Circulation Queries to: Office Secretary, FGCCT, PO Box 848, Branford, CT 06405

mailto:CFNewsManager@ctgardenclubs.org
mailto:fgcctoffice@gmail.com



