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Minutes of the Board Meeting – September 19, 2018 

 

Present: Polly Brooks, Cheryl Cappiali, Barbara Deysson, Pat Dray, Arlene Field, Krista Fiorini, 

Gerri Giordano, Jennifer Haddon, Shirley Hall, Margareta Kotch, Susan Laursen, Nancy Lenoce, 

Kathleen Lindroth, Terry Lubman, Carol Lubus, Trish Manfredi, Rene Marsh, Dee Mozzochi, 

Nan Merolla, Maria Nahom, Donna Novak, Becky Paul, Jane Polacco, Karin Pyskaty, Cathy 

Ritch, Ronnie Schoelzel, Martha Shea, Janet Spaulding, Carol Steiner, Ellie Tessmer, Inge 

Venus and Jane Waugh.  

Excused: Jeanette Barrows, Joan Burgess, Gini Mita, Dottie Fox, Peggy Lajoie, Holly Kocet, 

Helen Pritchard,  

President Venus welcomed everyone, and called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM. The meeting 

began with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America led by Renee 

Marsh. President Venus then welcomed former presidents and honorary board members Dee 

Mozzochi, Maria Nahom, Donna Nowak, Ronnie Schoelzel, and Jane Waugh.  She then thanked 

the hospitality committee, Terry Lubman, Renee March Nan Merolla and Carol Steiner, for 

today’s refreshments.   

Recording Secretary:  Karin Pyskaty 

July 18, 2018 Minutes: Approved as corrected (Town and Country Garden Club of Newtown 

instead of Garden Club of Newtown).    

President: Inge Venus   

Some of us did not take kindly to that stretch of hot and humid weather we had to endure but, 

hopefully, we are done with it for this year.   And some of us did not take kindly to a two-day 

outage of our COX email server.   And Trish can attest to that.  What a test of our patience.   But 

we are back online. 

Next meeting 

Wednesday – November14, 2018 

The Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station 

123 Huntington Street, New Haven 

Hostesses 

Kathy Lindroth, Margareta Kotch, Polly Brooks and Jane Polacco 
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So what’s been happening since our last Board meeting? 

We published the August/September issue of our CFNEWS via Constant Contact, which had a 

41% opening rate.   We have since sent out several eblasts to our membership, including an NGC 

bulb order and an NGC photo contest and the average opening rate is between 40% and 45%.   

The eblast about our 2019 CT Flower Show “April in Paris” did even better. 

On August 8, 2018, members of the Gardening Consultants Council met on Plant Science Day at 

Lockwood Farm’s Bird and Butterfly Garden and dedicated the memorial plaque for our late 

Katherine Patrick that I had Barker Specialty make up at no cost to us.   Photos of the dedication 

are now posted on our website’s About Us page under Press Releases.   

On August 18, 2018, New England Garden Club’s August issue of their newsletter Northern 

Exposure was published which featured my Connecticut contribution where I described in some 

detail the three Blue Star Memorial Marker and one Blue Star By-Way Marker dedications in our 

state that took  place May 26
th

, June 14
th

 and June 16
th

, including four beautiful photos.  I hope 

you had a chance to read it.    Some of these photos are now posted on our website’s Events 

page.  And the entire issue is posted in the Members’ Area. 

We met the New England Garden Clubs’ September 1
st
 deadline and submitted five club awards 

applications.   Janet will tell you more about additional design applications she has submitted.   

Hopefully, 

Connecticut will be a recipient of a couple of awards at the New England Garden Clubs’ Annual 

Meeting at the Water’s Edge Resort in Westbrook on October 16th. 

Talking about awards - I am pleased to report that Barker Specialty once again has engraved our 

existing 19 silver award bowls with this year’s recipients at no cost to us.   

I had the privilege of reviewing the 2019 CT Flower Show Schedule “April in Paris” as well as 

the 2018-2019 Judges Council Yearbook.  We are currently working on the 2018 Awards 

Booklet – a huge undertaking – from which we compose our Script for the upcoming October 

24
th

 Awards Meeting at Aqua Turf. 

Starting back in July and still going strong is an interchange of communiqués among our six 

New England State presidents and the New England Garden Clubs Director Susan Hinkel with 

respect to a request by National for each of the 50 states to release the email addresses of their 

members.  I have polled all of our former presidents and our Executive Committee members and 

most of them are adamantly opposed to it safe two members.   I will address this issue later on. 

I have had several conversations with Helen Pritchard who, as you know, is at Masonic Health 

Care.   She is full of gratitude for the many get-well and Sunshine cards she received from our 

Board members.  Before her admission she had already let me know that she was retiring as 

Yearbook Contest Manager.  With the consensus of Arlene Field and Janet Spaulding and Gini 

Mita, I have volunteered to become the Interim Yearbook Contest Manager and will be working 

with two volunteers as co-judges, one from the Branford Garden Club and one from the Suffield 

Garden Club.  I will have a meeting at my house with them and with Janet sometime in mid-

November to go over the two-page NGC score sheet that needs to be filled out for each club 

yearbook that has been submitted in order to determine the winning yearbooks in each of the six 

size categories for submission to New England Garden Clubs at the end of January 2019.   Each 

yearbook takes about half an hour to judge.   I reported these developments to Helen and she is 
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glad to learn her program is in good hands.   She hopes to attend our Awards Luncheon – one 

last time to meet every one (her words). 

I may not be able to physically travel to any of the invitations and meetings here in Connecticut, 

the New England states and National meetings but at least I can continue to travel for you 

digitally.  

Corresponding Secretary – Carol Lubus Report 

We sent a "get well" card to Margareta Koch, Becky Paul and Helen Pritchard.  I received a 

lovely note from Helen.  A letter of resignation from Jeanette Barrows was read. 

   

Motion:  I move we accept the resignation of Environmental School Chair Jennifer 

Barrows  with regret.  Motion carried. 

Treasurer– Shirley Hall Report 

As of August 31
st
 our Balance sheet assets totaled $395, 371.01, of which $65, 118.07 is in 

restricted accounts.  There is $1,108.95 in a restricted account earmarked in 2015 for the next 

Symposium hosted by Connecticut.  I will be transferring these funds out of this account to offset 

expenses for this year’s Connecticut Symposium being held at Water’s Edge in Westbrook next 

month.  

 

 

Last year at this time our income was $83,085 and this year for the same period it is $80, 364, a 

difference of only $2,700, but that’s not the whole story, because the difference is not just that 

one or two sources of income were down slightly.  It is more complicated than that.  Flower 

show income was the same and school registrations were slightly down but dues income was 

slightly up.  Many other income categories were about the same.  But in 2017 we had a most 

generous donation of $6,000, but no donations this year.  We also had new Flower Show 

handbooks to sell and we sold nearly $7,000 of books year to date last year, but our book sales so 

far this year are less than $1,000.  We also had $1,300 in income for program book listings last 

year.   This year we had over $9,000 in income from Symposium and Regional Meeting 

registrations in August.  Why am I reporting this information? So you can see that there are so 

many factors affecting income (and expense) each year and every year is so different.  There is 

no “average” year, no consistent formula.  And in the next few weeks the Finance Committee 

will be trying to figure out just what kind of year 2019 will be for both income and expense.  

 

The Finance Committee, which consists of our Finance Officer, Terry Lubman, Assistant 

Treasurer Jane Polacco,  and me, plus Arlene Field. Polly Brooks, Jane Waugh, Pat Dray, and of 

course Inge, will meet on November 6
th

 to approve a recommended budget for 2019.  Jane 

Polacco and I will be spending time in October drafting a budget plan.  If Board Members have 

information that would be helpful in our planning process please let me know as soon as 

possible, preferably by email.  We may not know about events that affect our income and 

expenses in 2019 unless Board Members clue us in as to what they are planning or anticipate.  

The budget will be presented to the Board for approval at our November 14
th

 Board meeting. 

 

Regarding the two Regional events - Board Members are encouraged to attend all or parts of 

these two meetings, and they are not just for Judges.  You could attend the Annual Meeting and 
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the Awards Luncheon on Tuesday for just $65 or attend the Design presentation and lunch at the 

Symposium for just $85 and no overnight stay would be needed for either partial registration.  

Your attendance would be greatly appreciated in support of your State Federation, and especially 

Trish and Karin.     
 

 

As usual, the profit and loss year to date and balance sheet statements are attached to this report.   

          

 First V.P. – Arlene Field – Report 

As Headquarters Director, since the July 2018 Board meeting Barbara Romblad’s activities 

included:     

 Working with Treasurer, Shirley Hall, to resolve the difference between dues and 

membership totals.   

 Assisted in the preparation of the 2018-2019 Judges Yearbook. 

 Communicating with clubs – and many of the communications are quite detailed.   

 Updating the Constant Contact database, as well as the FGCCT database. 

 Handling advertising for the CFNews.  

 Processing several e-blasts to garden club members.  

 As well as routine office duties. 

  

As of September 17, 2018: 

 Clubs total − 122 

 Membership is − 6,514 

 Affiliate Organizations total – 22 

 Constant Contact Subscribers are – 5,332 

 

As First Vice-President: 

 I participated in a meeting of the Bylaws Committee, chaired by Donna Nowak.  

 I continue to respond to inquiries that are routed to me via the website. 

 

Second V.P. – Polly Brooks Report 

Wednesday, August 8, 2018, Plant Science Day for the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment 

Station at Lockwood Farm started early. 

Many members of The Federation’s Board- Arlene Field, Martha Shea, Cheryl Cappiali, Ellie 

Tessmer, and I, joined Dorothy Johnson, President of Spring Glen Garden Club, and Jerry 

Patrick at the Bird and Butterfly Garden to dedicate one of the two benches placed there in 

memory of Katherine Patrick, by The Federation, at 9:45, just before the day’s programs began. 

 

That was easily the coolest part of that day. I am forever grateful to those Board members named 

plus Ronnie Schoelzel, Donna Nowak, and Pat Dray for their participation at our exhibit. 

 

Three organizations requested information and applications regarding Affiliate status. Two of i 

branch of the American Farmland Trust. 
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A third organization asked for an application for Affiliate status as well 

 

Motion: I move that the Connecticut College Arboretum be accepted as an Affiliate 

Member of the Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. 

Motion carried 

 

Motion: I move that the Connecticut Forest and Park Association be accepted as an 

Affiliate Member of the Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. 

Motion carried 

 

This brings the current total of Affiliate members to twenty-four.  

 

On August 14
th

, my husband and I joined the Environmental Consultants’ Council for a morning 

cruise on Long Island Sound on the Sound Water. Being out on the water was a treat on another 

hot day. Thank you, Barbara Deysson, for organizing that trip. 

 

This month, we’ll welcome one new Life Member. I have been alerted about many more. 

 

More nominations for Tribute Awards arrived between August 1st, and August 15
th

 than during 

the rest of the year. Clearly, reposting the notice in the August/ September CFNews benefitted 

me. We will have recipients in all categories this October. 

 

As a member of Donna Nowak’s By-Laws Committee, I noticed a couple of items under 

Communications regarding the CFNews needed updating. 

 

Our current Advertising Rates and Sizes for members and for non-members, determined at the 

November 16, 2011, Board Meeting were appropriate when our CFNews was of a larger size, 

available in print format, and not mobile-friendly.   

Since we adopted a new format, and made our newsletter mobile-friendly, it makes sense to 

feature all ads in one size only.  I would like to make the following motion.  Discussion ensued.   

 

Motion: I move that all advertisements in our CFNews be of one size and that 

member clubs and Affiliates pay $150.-, while non-members be charged $200.   

 

A lengthy discussion ensued with respect to offering only one ad size and for decreasing the rate 

per ad.    

 

Jane Waugh presented an Amendment to the Motion to replace $150.00 with 

$120.00.  Motion carried.  

 

Voting on the original motion was tabled after some further discussion.     

 

Reports of Chairmen: 

Awards – Janet Spaulding Report 
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In addition to the various New England Garden Clubs awards applications mentioned by Inge in 

her President’s Report, Trish Manfredi prepared four awards applications for floral designs, 

which were submitted.   

  

Over the summer, I helped Inge prepare the Awards Booklet for the upcoming October 24th 

Awards Meeting with the help of Arlene Fields and Polly Brooks. The draft is about finished and 

I am moving on to put together a draft of the script for the Awards Meeting.   

  

We have taken steps to preserve some of Inge’s unique knowledge of the various parts of the 

awards selection process by bringing on board Ann Freeman, of the Branford Garden Club and 

Susan Mayne and maybe Joyce Zien from Suffield Garden Club, who have volunteered to be 

Yearbook judges, learning the process for the first time this year under Inge’s oversight as 

Interim Yearbook Contest Manager. I hope that this mentoring effort will take some of the work 

off  Inge’s shoulders and transfer knowledge to upcoming potential board members. 

 

Blue Star – Krista Swanson Fiorini  

The Naugatuck Garden Club president has replied regarding sponsorship of the By-Way Marker 

purposed for Naugatuck (off Route 8).  They are willing to sponsor the marker and help with 

beautification of the area.  The Veterans Council is covering the monetary aspect.  

Communication had dropped off during the summer due to scheduling, etc.   I’m trying to re-

establish it.   The original intention was for a Veterans Day dedication but currently the site is 

undergoing DOT construction.  The date of completion is unknown. 

 

The two garden clubs in Stamford (Shippan Point and Stamford) have begun working together to 

place a Marker in their new Veterans Park.  The park project is quite large and has multiple 

phases.  A Blue Star Marker was approved during the planning phase.  More details as they 

develop. 

 

Jane Waugh wrote a compelling letter to governor Malloy to get the DOT to help with moving 

the Westbrook Memorial Marker.  Hopefully we will get some action! 

 

Bylaws Review Committee – Donna Nowak Report 

The Bylaws Review Committee of Arlene Field, Polly Brooks, Shirley Hall, and Donna Nowak 

has been working in three areas: Bylaws & Manual of Duties & Standing Rules and Policies. 

All areas will be finished and published by April 2019 with an opportunity for the Board of 

Directors to review all documents before April. 

While the Bylaws and the Manual of Duties should remain as separate documents, the 

Committee combined the Standing Rules and Policies and Guidelines into the main document. 

The Committee advises that The Federation have one concise document of Standing Rules, 

Policies, Procedures and Guidelines. It has tried to streamline the language and present a 

consistent format. 
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After reviewing Website Policies and Procedures presented by Website Chair, Jane Waugh, this 

Committee realized that there is a lot of overlap between what our Committee has on paper and 

what Jane has written. Eventually, we will need a reconciliation. Some examples with Jane’s 

mentioned first are: 

 Responsibilities of Officers and Board Members/Administrative Responsibilities 

 Submission of Information for The Website/Website Policy for Posting Information 

and Photographs 

 Events Calendar/Guidelines for the Promotion of Upcoming Events by Member 

Clubs/Affiliates  

 Use of Emails and Phone Numbers/Communication Responsibilities  

 

Other Current Sections:  

 Financial Responsibilities 

 Planning a Board-Sponsored Event 

 Policy for Establishing New Traveling Awards 

 Cheer Fund Policies. 

 

New Sections: 

 Member Login Area/Member Login – Archives  

 Use of Emails and Phone Numbers 

 Referencing the Website in Other Media 

 Home Page 

 

CT Flower Show – Cathy Ritch Report 

 The Letter of Intent (LOI) is being signed today.  We did not receive an increase in the 

$14000 Scholarship Payment from NEE that I had asked for, but we are receiving free 

parking for volunteers.  The vouchers are dated, the eligible garage changes based on day 

of the week and you must be parked in the correct garage in order to receive free parking.  

Overnight parking free for 25 nights at CTCC (vouchers managed by Show Chair).   

 Schedule is available today (Thanks to Donna Nowak and her helpers) and will be posted 

on the website which has been updated for FS 2019  and sent to all members via Constant 

Contact.   

 All committee positions have been filled, including a Show Chair for 2020.  Gini 

Donovan, from Cheshire has accepted this position and will be helping and shadowing 

me during FS 2019.  I strongly believe that with a committee of 40, an overlap is crucial 

in order to have the type of show that we’ve been able to put on the past 3 years. 

 

Environmental Consultants Council – Barbara Deysson Report 

 I was sorry to see that Environmental School is not taking place once again.  With that in mind, I 

see no sense in me trying to build a council.  My purpose in chairing the council was to try to stir 
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up interest so that people would attend the school. Sadly, I think that it is time for me to put my 

time to better use. 

  

The Council sponsored 3 events this year: 

' 

 a meeting in May followed by a walk around Polly Brook's Pond and a stroll through Laurel 

Ridge Narcissus Plantings in Litchfield.  8 people attended. 

  

 a June trip to Roaring Brook Nature Center with a talk by Margery Winters. 7 people attended. 

  

 the August SoundWaters sailing trip attended by 24 people only 4 of which are ESC members.  A 

write-up with photos will appear in the October/November issue of our CFNEWS. 

  

I would prefer to spend the time and effort in planning activities which would be of interest to 

more people.  Perhaps we can do some joint council activities.  If so, I would be happy to be a 

part of that. 

  

Flower Show School – Pat Dray Report 

 Two students have received passing grades on their schedules and are registered for the 

Handbook Exam which takes place October 25, 2018.  

 One student has passed all four courses and has been sent her schedule directive. 

 Flower Show School #4 will be offered in the fall of 2019.  

Gardening Consultants Council, Website Calendar Manager, CAES Liaison - Ellie 

Tessmer Report 

 

Federated Garden Clubs of CT Board Meeting 

Ellie Tessmer: CFN  Newsletter and Web Calendar, CAES  Liaison, Gardening 

Consultant   9/19/18 

Federated News: Calendar 

Federated Website: Calendar for Local Garden Club Events 

1.       Prepared Local GC Events for : Oct/Nov 2018.  

2.       Prepared Local GC Events on Website for Sept/Nov .constant mailings. 

  

3.       Federated Gardening Council 

a. Prep for Gardening School 2018..committee contact instructors: received exams/answers 

                approval by National, copies made for students/proctors. 

b. Gardening Council  cancelled plans August event at Rich Howard's..grower of day lilies based 

in Wallingford.  Too late in the season for day lily bloom. 

c.  Rich Cicarelli, of Lockwood Farm: installed plaques on two benches  at the Bird and Butterfly 

Garden  dedicated to Katherine Patrick. 

d. During Plant Science Day the bench(es) were dedicated in Katherine's memory.  Gerry Patrick 

was an invited guest. 

CAES  Liaison: 
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1. Was at ESA booth at Plant Science Day. 

2. Was at Fed GC booth at Plant Science Day. 

3. More to come with Fall Schedule of CAES Seminars 

 - Sept 26, 2018  Dr Theodore Andreadis: CAES Seminar Series:  12-1 at Jones  CAES/ 

  

'Reflections on the Ecology and Epidemiology of Mosquito-Borne Viruses in CT: An Analysis 

from 20 Years of Research and Surveillance' 

 

Gardening School – Cheryl Cappiali and Martha Shea  

The Gardening School to be held on Oct. 1, 2, and 3 will have 22 students, of those, 4 are 

refreshing, and an additional 4 are auditing the classes. 

 

A book donation request was made of Timber Press by Shelley Hedberg, asking for the list of 

books that Cheryl Cappiali compiled.  

Brian Ridder, Key Account Marketing Manager of Timber Press replied that he will be sending 

all of the requested books, and a stack of online-only discount flyers as well. Cheryl will receive 

the books and flyers on Thursday Sept. 20, 2018. 

The books will be won by students in a giveaway drawing, after the classes have been 

completed. 

The books are: 

Seeing Seeds- A Journey into the World of Seed heads, Pods, and Fruits 

 

Planting in a Post-Wild World: Designing Plant Communities for Resilient Landscapes 

 

How to Eradicate Invasive Plants 

 

The Reference Manual of Woody Landscape Plant Propagation: From Seed to Tissue Culture 

 

Everything is in place for Series 8, Course I. 

 

Judges Council – Trish Manfredi Report 

The Judges Council held its September 18th meeting with a focus on improving judging 

comments for flower shows.   Designs were the types to be studied at Symposium, to give those 

taking the exam and/or providing designs more understanding of the criteria for these new design 

types. 

 

The Judges Council 2018-19 yearbook was distributed; it contains the recent update on judging 

requirements from NGC.   Four nominations for Regional Awards were submitted by the 

deadline.  A committee is working on a financial plan for Judges Council and related activities 

and projects; Shirley Hall has provided detailed retrospective financial reports. Due to mandates 

from NGC, Judges Council and its related projects must operate differently than other Councils 

and Schools. 

 

Many members of JC are involved in the planning and execution of the CT Symposium next 

month.  JC will not meet in November due to the Symposium and the Awards meeting.  Four 

judges will create floral designs - one of the new Design Types - from 9 to 10 a.m. at the Awards 
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meeting as a Design Challenge in which they are presented with flowers and supplies and design 

on the spot.  Four clubs are providing the centerpieces. 

 

 

 

Landscape Design Council – Susan Laursen Report 

In July, our Council went on our 3rd adventure for the year which was organized by Regina 

Neal. The day included 2 tours and a gathering for lunch. 

At O’Brien’s Nurserymen in Granby, CT, John O’Brien gave us a fabulous tour of his extensive 

hosta and conifer specimens. We appreciated seeing the plants in the landscape where we could 

understand their natural growth habits. 

We followed the tour with visiting the private gardens of the D’Esopos in Avon. This residence 

was a journey through a tapestry of color created by using multi-colored and textured conifers, 

deciduous trees, and exuberant containers of annuals displayed atop pedestals distributed 

throughout the gardens. In addition we were allowed to tour their restored 1760-1810 Greek 

Revival residence. We were amazed by it all! 

An article featuring these tours will be in the Landscape Design’s national publication of 

“Newscape” in the fall issue. 

Landscape Design School – Karin Pyskaty Report 

Inge introduced Karin Pyskaty as the new Landscape Design School Chair. 

Karin reported that Landscape Design School will take place at Jones Auditorium on March 26-

28, 2019.  I am looking for someone to assist with hospitality for the 26
th

 and 27
th

.  I did it last 

year under the guidance of Susan Laursen and with the fabulous notes left by Nancy Baker it was 

an easy job.  I will also be looking for proctors for each day.  Please contact me if you are 

interested in helping out.  

Legislation/Government Action – Gerri Giordano Report 

You can vote to Protect Public Lands on the November 6th ballot. 

By voting YES to protect Public Lands it will amend the State Constitution to ensure the following 

protections for public land. 

Motion:  I move that FGCCT support the constitutional amendment on the ballot on 

November 6
th

 to protect public lands.  Motion carried 

Protection 1:  Public lands could not be given away, sold, or swapped without holding a public hearing 

first. 

Protection 2:  A 2/3rds majority would be required for valuable public lands (that is: State Parks, 

Wildlife Mgt. Areas, farmland easements) held by the Ct DEEP or Dept. of Agriculture. 
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The result is that public lands will NOT be given away without public input. 

2018 Legislative Recap: 

Environmental Bills that passed: 

SJ 35    Referendum to place a constitutional amendment on the ballot to protect lands. 

SB 7       Climate change planning and mitigation, emmissions goals 

SB 104    Ban on pesticide misters 

SB 347    Consent orders 

SB 429     An Act concerning the Passport to the Parks 

HB 5130 Timely reporting of unanticipated sewage spills 

HB 5354  Protections for snapping turtles 

HB 5358  Bear Hunting (defeated) 

HB 5360  Climate change education in schools 

HB 5454  Fixes to 90-day automatic DEEP permits 

Environmental Bills that failed: 

SB 103      Ban on Hydraulic Fracking waste disposal 

SB 181      Pilot program to fund municipal conservation of open spaces 

SB 332      Gas pipeline tax repeal 

SB 502       Land conveyances 

HB 5188     Toxic tire mulch banned from use in playgrounds 

HB 5310     Electric Vehicle sales 

HB 5329     Toxic flame retardants banned from children's clothes 

HB 5363     Carbon pricing 

HB 5457      Increased redemption value for bottles 

                     State Water Plan (failed) 

Meetings – Nan Merolla Report 

FGCCT 89
th

 Annual Awards Meeting, October 24, 2018, at Aqua Turf Country Club in 

Plantsville, CT, is well organized.   
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AQUA TURF:  I have worked closely with the Aqua Turf staff to select the menu with choices 

of 4 entrees and the price remains $28.50 per person plus service charge of 9%.  Our charge to 

club members remains $34 per person.  Our FGCCT Tax Exempt forms will be sent to the Aqua 

Turf, so we will not be charged sales tax on our final bill.  Additional set-up costs from the Aqua 

Turf will be for additional rectangular tables over 15 and additional round tables over 25 ($15 

per table.) I will do an onsite walk-thru with the catering manager and facilities manager one 

week before the event to go over the layout of the room and the A/V.  Two weeks before the 

event, I will send a registration count with numbers, by meal type and with any dietary 

restrictions.  One week before I will update the numbers and I can give the last update two days 

before the event. 

 

AUDIO/VISUAL:  I have ordered a 12’ by 12’ screen that will be installed in the center front of 

the ballroom for video display of the meeting ($125.)  Mike Solimine of Gasp Video Productions 

has been hired to video project the meeting ($50 per hr. for 3 hours.)  All Awards Presentations 

will be video displayed in addition to a short presentation by Kathy Lindroth, FGCCT Trips 

Chair. There will be a table podium with a wired microphone (n/c.)  A wireless lavaliere 

microphone is also ordered ($125.)  

 

STAGE SETUP: I plan to set up the “Stage Area” the same as we did it last year:  We will have 

a table-top podium and no raised stage.  The 12’ x 12’ video screen will be raised by Aqua Turf 

behind the podium table.  There will be a wired microphone on a stand at the podium and also a 

wireless Lavaliere microphone.  There will be a table next to the podium to pre-stage awards. 

The silver awards and certificates will be on tables arranged in a U-shape next to the podium.  

(Last year 2 of us assisted Inge with the awards, which helped to move the meeting along faster.) 

Photos will be taken in groups in front of a white screen with the American and CT flags on 

either side, located just to the left of the awards.      

 

CLUB TRI-FOLDS:  3 rectangular tables will be set up on either side of the stage area; 3 tables 

will also be set up on the right of the stage area. The tables that will hold the silver awards can be 

used for Tri-fold displays after the conclusion of the meeting, if needed. 

 

“MUMS THE WORD!” – The floral design demonstrations will be set up in the middle of the 

far corner of the ballroom, using 4 half-moon tables (luncheon-size) arranged in a circle. The 

tables will be skirted in white with mauve overlays that match the luncheon tables.  The 

designers are Carolyn Bernard, Patricia Dray, Amber Parr, and Ronnie Schoelzel.  These ladies 

will be guests of the FGCCT for luncheon.  The Horticulture Exhibits will setup behind the 

demonstrations along the back wall and corner. (As per Trish Manfredi.) 

 

CENTERPIECES:  The Kensington, Danbury, Westport, and Town & Country (Newtown) 

Garden Clubs are providing the centerpieces.  Trish Manfredi is organizing this with the Clubs.  I 

have ordered a “mauve” overlay for the tables, which should complement all the designs.  The 

centerpieces should connect with the State President's theme: “Plant Connecticut -  Be a 

Conservation Champion” or with the Meeting Program, "Mums the Word", which features 

Chrysanthemums. Clubs will be reimbursed $10 for each centerpiece.   

 

PUBLICITY:  The registration form and flyer is on the FGCCT website.  The meeting is also in 

the FGCCT Calendar.  August/September CF News included an announcement of the meeting 

plus the registration form. And an additional notice will be posted in the October/November CF 
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News.  

 

VENDORS:  Twelve vendors plus our FGCCT books are currently confirmed to display their 

items for sale. They are:  Natureworks, Prairie Blossom Silver, The Proud Peacock, Grace 

Emporia, Garden Grove Pottery, Creative Containers, LD Chocolates, Old Fashioned Jewelry, 

Cynthia Alexander, DM Interiors, Nice2FleeceYou, and Alice Woods Designs.  Again, there will 

be a color flyer to promote and publicize vendor sales, which includes their name, website 

address, description of products, price range, and a photo.  It will go on our website and I will 

have it for each attendee on the day of the meeting. Last October there was a full hour of selling 

time between the meeting and lunch, which the vendors really liked and felt that they sold more.  

Hopefully we can do that again at this meeting. 

 

REGISTRATIONS:  Registrations have slowly started to come in.  The online registration 

system has been enhanced so that up to 10 Members of a Club can be registered with one 

payment.  (I have received one 10-person online registration.) Whether online or mail-in, 

registration, I will record name, Club, email, phone, entrée choice, any dietary restriction, and 

check # in a spreadsheet.  I will make BOA deposits of the checks and send detailed notification 

of these deposits to Shirley Hall.  Beginning in late September, I will begin sending names and 

information to Barbara Romblad, who will create the nametags. As soon as I have table 

assignments, I will send that report to her so they can be noted on the nametags.  Barbara 

Romblad will overseeing the on-site registration process, as she did so brilliantly in April.    

 

DRAWING: Carole Fromer and Jong Fabian from the Country Gardeners of Glastonbury will 

again assist me with the Drawing.  They do an excellent job catching people as they come in the 

ballroom and walking around the tables encouraging people to buy tickets.  Along with one item 

from each vendor and our FGCCT books table, the “Mums the Word!” designs and the table 

arrangements will also be included in the drawings.  The drawings will be LIVE, after lunch, and 

just before desert is served.  Walking around the tables and getting the members involved in 

pulling the tickets is fun and seems to work well.  We will make sure that winners immediately 

receive their item, so there is no confusion. 

 

SEATING: I will be speaking with Inge, as we get closer, about table assignments for officers 

and guests.  I will do my best to seat Club members together, unless requested otherwise, and I 

will assign tables close to the stage area by the date that I receive paid registrations.  Note, last 

October we had 38 Luncheon Tables, with 387 members attending, representing 63 Clubs. 

 

News – Joan Burgess Report by Inge 

Joan would like to stress the 10
th

 of the month deadline preceding the publication of the 

bimonthly newsletter.  

Program – Gini Mita (excused) Report to be read by Karin Pyskaty 

The contract with Michael Derouin, as program speaker for our Annual meeting in April has 

been signed.  

Public Relations – Becky Paul 

Please let Becky know about any special events.  
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Scholarship – Margareta Kotch Report 

The Scholarship Committee have has selected 2 students to receive Awards at the Aqua Turf 

Awards luncheon on Oct. 24th, 2018.  One student is a senior at the UCONN Campus at Storrs 

majoring in National Resources Conservation Resources.  The second student is a Junior 

attending the University of Vermont, majoring in Ecological Agriculture. .Margareta  pointed out 

that Applicants need only be a Connecticut resident but can attend an out-of-state university and 

still qualify for our Federation Scholarship.  

Tours – Kathy Lindroth Report 

The Montreal trip will take place September 13-16, so let me share a few words about the trip 

with you.   I’ll be distributing a survey on the trip.     

 

The trip to Arkansas, May 6-11, is selling slowly.   I contacted the regions in the North East 

Federation to ask them to promote the trip and we did get two members from that effort.   Upon 

return from Montreal, I will work on getting brochures to some of the larger garden clubs to 

distribute at their meetings.    In addition, a Constant Contact eblast will go out the third week of 

September, brochures will be made available at the Regional Meeting on October 15 (if 

permission is granted).  On October 24 at the Awards Meeting I will make a short presentation 

and have brochures available.  Friendship is making a ‘movie’ to play on a screen placed near the 

brochures.   I’ve asked to extend our priority sign-up time to October 26.   After that time, 

Friendship Tours will make this tour available to the CT. Hort members.   There is a question 

about who would receive the donation if non-Federated members sign up.    

 

The Japan itinerary is nearly finished.   There has been enough interest from the website to go 

forward with the trip.   Dates would be November 4 – 15/16, 2019.    Cost will be around $5,000 

not including international air.    We will visit Tokyo, Kanazawa, Kaga, Kyoto, Matsue and 

Osaka.    

 

Further trips being worked on are Maine for September 2019.   I’ve also talked to a great Africa 

specialist about South Africa for September 2020.   

 

I thought I might share some thoughts about the Montreal trip.. 

First the very, very good:  (1) we had great weather and held very close to the communicated 

itinerary with the exception of the omitted tea break & tour at the Maison St-Gabriel  gardens; 

(2) the Chinese lantern festival at the Montreal Botanical Gardens was a “sold out” event and 

was much enjoyed by all; (3) an unexpected wine, cheese & pate’ tasting arranged at the Jean-

Talon Market by our tour guide was terrific; (4)  the visit to Gordon and Mary Hayward’s one-

and-one-half-acre garden in Vermont on the homeward journey was fabulous…(5) our visit to 

the historic Chateau Ramezay was unexpectedly delightful – less for its Governor’s Garden,  

and more for the fascinating history lesson we received from the several docents.  Benjamin 

Franklin stayed overnight at the Chateau in 1776, while trying to raise troops to fight for the 
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Americans in the American Revolutionary War. …and (6) the visit to the private garden at 36 

Summit Circle was breathtaking – and included a “hello” to a domesticated house-pig!  

 

Next the very good: (1) the outward bound lunch stop in Vermont; (2) the accommodations in 

Montreal; (3) the group dinner at Restaurante Bonaparte; (4) the Peter Pan deluxe motor coach 

transportation; (4) the visit to Montreal’s  Notre Dame Basilica; and the stop at the summit of 

Mt Royal. 

 

Reviews were mixed around the guided city tour of Old Historic Montreal, the narrated cruise 

on the St Lawrence River, and the time allowed at Montreal’s Botanic Gardens…Many thought 

the guided city tour and the narrated cruise were not particularly interesting to the group….and 

would have opted for another hour or so to roam and explore Montreal’s Botanic Gardens, to see 

another garden or just simply to have some free “day time” in the city. 

 

Initial takeaways from the Montreal trip:  (1) I allowed Friendship Tours too much control over 

the itinerary and guide selection; (2) I too much relied on Friendship Tours recommended time 

allotments to the tour stops; (3) I did not build enough flexibility and free time into the itinerary; 

(4) Day One’s evening group meal was much too extended on an already very long day; and 

lastly (5)  there must be a web-accessible or printed, time certain itinerary provided to the tour 

group members which they can steadfastly rely on.     

 

Website – Jane Waugh Report 

It’s been a busy summer for the Website team with many additions and changes. I don’t expect 

to give you this sort of list every meeting, but this was such a busy time that I want to give you 

some idea of time spent. 

Additions include: 

 Connecticut Symposium and New England Meeting information, updates, online 

payments and mail-in reservation. 

 Awards Luncheon – new page for 2018 with online payments and mail-in reservation.  

 CT Flower Show – new page for 2019 “April in Paris” and related documents. 

 New tours information. 

 New Judges Council Meetings and Directories. 

 CT Flower Show Archives 

Updates include: 

 Movement of the Speakers Directory from behind the password to EDUCATION. 

 Updated instructions on use of our logo. 

 June Flower Show School photos. 

 Blue Star updated list and photos. 

Continuously updated items include: 

 Member Club Events 

 Affiliate Events 

 FGCCT Calendar of Events, Schools, Workshops and Meetings. 
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 Home page promotions and info on what’s new. 

 Newsletters, Minutes and Publications and their archives 

 

We met to discuss plans for archives, both member information as well as our team 

administration and handling of media and outdated pages. We also reviewed Website Policies 

and Procedures which you have already received.  We hope this will clarify how and when to 

send us information for the site. Comments are welcome. Then we need to add it to FGCCT 

Policies.  

Related to email addresses @ctgardenclubs.org:  I have a list with me of those already setup.  If 

you need to be contacted via the website, and don’t have one, see me so that we can set one up 

for you rather than using your personal email. You will still receive emails in your personal 

email box as you do now. Use it on FGCCT printed material as well. 

We spend a great deal of time in the past few weeks investigating, testing and revising online 

payments which were giving us some problems, not with money collection, but with 

notifications.  Thanks to all registrars for your help and patience.  All looks fine now! 

Finally, one thing unrelated to the Website:  I hand delivered a letter to our governor last week at 

the groundbreaking of a new Veterans Park in Stamford that we both attended.  It requests his 

help in getting our Blue Star Memorial moved from the closed Welcome Center in Westbrook to 

the new service area in Madison, the closest one to where it was. I followed up by emailing a 

copy to his office. No response yet. 

 Youth Activities – Dottie Fox Report to be read by Karin Pyskaty 

At this point we have received 5 poetry entries.   

Continuing Business: 

1. Second Annual New England Garden Clubs Meeting – Karin Pyskaty 

Registration for the NEGC Annual meeting is in progress. The Monday night gathering will 

include a design challenge and  Leslie Martino will present the program at the meeting on 

Tuesday morning.  We are fortunate to have Kathy Lindroth willing to present a brief Power 

Point highlighting the FGCCT sponsored trip to Arkansas in May.    

2. Connecticut FS Symposium – Trish Manfredi 

Symposium planning is moving ahead.  A committee meeting was held after the JC meeting 

September 18th to review assignments and other details.  Eighty-seven (87) people have  

registered - 43% by credit card and 57% by check.  All New England state are represented, as 

well as New York, and Florida.   All contracted sleeping rooms have been filled, and a list of 

alternate accommodations is available. 

 

mailto:addresses@ctgardenclubs.org


 17  September 19, 2018  

  

The Symposium is open to all, so Board members and Garden Club members are 

encouraged to attend.   The two Allied topics – Jamal Anasari, Owner and CEO of East Coast 

Flowers, in Norwalk, who will share experiences with sourcing flowers from all over the world 

at 4:15 p.m. on Tuesday and following dinner, Ko Klaver, Board Member, The Certified 

American Grown Council, will provide an overview of the growing (no pun intended) movement 

of US farms producing flowers for the cut flower industry – some right here in CT.   Our 

location, Water's Edge Resort and Spa is right on Long Island Sound in Westbrook.  Details are 

at the details are online at https://ctgardenclubs.org/events-overview/connecticut-symposium-

2/   The deadline for registering is September 30
th

. 

 

At the Regional Meeting at Water's Edge, there will be discussion about the future of 

Symposium in the Region.  VT and NH may jointly sponsor the 2019 Symposium.  Connecticut 

doesn't have the facilities at a reasonable prices to host, and the costs of travel for the NGC 

mandated instructors is becoming prohibitive.  All attempts are being made to hold costs down; 

however, expenses may exceed income in 2018.  Changes in requirements for judges are 

reducing the number of judges in the region. 

New Business: 

1. Report by Cathy Ritch and Trish Manfredi re:  

Reuse/Recycle/Reduce-In order to practice what we preach about the environment, Trish 

Manfredi and I propose the following for all Federation Board meetings: Each board member 

brings own mug to use for beverages; plastic water bottles will no longer be purchased, paper 

plates will be eliminated (except for luncheons)-use napkins only; stirrers/straws will be 

eliminated. Trish has offered to buy used silverware and has offered to take it home to wash after 

meeting. 

3. Report by Inge Venus re Compliance with NGC Request for Connecticut Membership 

Data Base: 

We have received a request from NGC to supply our Connecticut membership’s email addresses 

for their data base.    I have communicated with all five New England State Presidents, including 

the NEGC Director Susan Hinkel, and the overwhelming consensus was a reluctance to comply 

for security reasons.   I have also queried our Executive Board and Honorary Board members, 

and with the exception of two they expressed concern about complying with this request. The 

question was raised as to the reason for this request.    

 Was National going to release this data base to potential advertisers.    

 Was National going to send out eblasts directly to the members without having them first 

screened by the State President.    

Inge stated that we would most likely need to secure permission from our 5,000+ members to 

release their email addresses to National. Pat Dray suggested that we consider establishing a 

Privacy Policy.  

Adjournment:  12:32 PM  

https://ctgardenclubs.org/events-overview/connecticut-symposium-2/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/events-overview/connecticut-symposium-2/
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Respectfully submitted,  

Karin Pyskaty 

 

 

Motion made by Carol Lubus    

Motion:  I move we accept the resignation of Environmental School Chair Jeanette 

Barrows with regret.  Motion carried. 

Motions made by Polly Brooks     

Motion: I move that the Connecticut College Arboretum be accepted as an Affiliate 

Member of the Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. 

Motion carried. 

 

Motion: I move that the Connecticut Forest and Park Association be accepted as an 

Affiliate Member of the Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. 

Motion carried. 

 

Motion: I move that all advertisements in our CFNews be of one size and that 

member clubs and Affiliates pay $150.-, while non-members be charged $200.-  

Motion Tabled. 

 

Motion made by Jane Waugh 

 

Motion: I move that an Amendment to the original Motion (regarding advertising 

costs in the CFNews) be made to replace $150.00 with $120.00.  Motion carried.    

 

 

Motion made by Gerri Giordano 

Motion:  I move that FGCCT support the constitutional amendment on the ballot on 

November 6
th

 to protect public lands.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 


