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FGCCT Board Meeting - July 18, 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

Present: Polly Brooks, Cheryl Cappiali, Barbara Deysson, Pat Dray, Krista Fiorini, Dottie Fox, Gerri 

Giordano, Jennifer Haddon, Shirley Hall, , Holly Kocet, Susan Laursen, Kathleen Lindroth, Terry 

Lubman, Carol Lubus, Trish Manfredi, Rene Marsh, Gini Mita, Donna Nowak, Karin Pyskaty, Jane 

Polacco, Cathy Ritch, Ronnie Schoelzel, Martha Shea, Janet Spaulding, Carol Steiner, Ellie Tessmer, 

Inge Venus and Jane Waugh.  

Excused: Jeanette Barrows Joan Burgess, Arlene Field, Jan Hickcox, Margareta Kotch, Peggy Lajoie, 

Nancy Lenoce, Nan Merolla, Becky Paul, and Helen Pritchard.  

Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag  
 Kathy Lindroth 
Welcome to Former Presidents and Honorary Board Members: 
    Donna Nowak, Ronnie Schoelzel, Jane Waugh   
Refreshments:    
   Dottie Fox, Cathy Ritch, Janet Spaulding, Jane Waugh                          
Recording Secretary:  Karin Pyskaty 
    Approval of May 16, 2018 Minutes  - approved as written    
President – Inge Venus   Report 
 
Please know that I felt quite humbled by the many phone calls I received while in the hospital and 
later at the Rehab Center.  I kept telling the doctors and nurses that I needed to get to Aqua Turf on 
April 18th for a huge meeting.  No way - I wasn’t even able to stand up straight as a result of the 
Vertigo.  A word of caution – you don’t want to get that.  Fortunately, I had already prepared the 
Script for the Annual Meeting and had sent it to Karin who then sent it to Arlene who I understand  
conducted the Annual Meeting without incident.  Once I got home my inbox had dozens of email 
messages and the Mail Carrier kept delivering Sunshine Cards for several days thereafter.  Thank 
you all so very, very much for caring.   It meant a lot to me. 
Our two Vice Presidents were kept busy representing our Federation on my behalf.   Arlene, as I 
already alluded to, handled our Annual Meeting with aplomb.  She also went to Philadelphia to 

Next meeting - Wednesday – September 19, 2018 

The Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station 

123 Huntington Street, New Haven 

Hostesses:    Terry Lubman, Renee Marsh, Nan Merolla, Carol Steiner 
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attend the National Convention on behalf of our Federation, and went up to Maine to their Annual 
Convention.  She also participated in two of four Blue Star Memorial Marker dedications; namely 
Roxbury and Bridgewater. 
Polly attended the West Hartford’s 80th Anniversary Luncheon Meeting and presented them with 
the National Certificate of Merit I had ordered for them.   She also participated in two Blue Star 
Memorial Marker dedications; namely Daytime Gardeners and Black Rock Garden Club. 
I finally was able to go outside again after a bout of a severe bronchitis, which zapped me of all 
energy.   After twelve weeks I took small baby steps and am happy as a lark right now that I am 
finally back to me again. 
I continue to be engaged with National Garden Clubs, with New England Garden Clubs, and with 
our Federation on various tasks.   I must say that it’s truly a blessing to live in the digital age. 
 
Corresponding Secretary – Carol Lubus   
We sent a sympathy card to Helen Pritchard and Holly Kocet and a get well card to Gerri Giordano. 
 
Moment of Silence in Memory of Helen Pritchard’s husband 
 
Treasurer– Shirley Hall  
We are at the halfway point of our calendar year and our fiscal year.  As of June 30th our 

Balance Sheet assets totaled $394,301 of which $68,623 is in restricted accounts (the four 

Councils, and donation based accounts such as Scholarship and Garden Therapy) and the 

balance of our funds are in non-restricted accounts.  Income on our Profit & Loss Report year 

to date is $70,270 and expenses at $43,290 for a net income YTD of $26,980.  But don’t get too 

excited about turning a profit for the first half because that actually happens every year.  Most 

of our income is in the first half including member dues and the Flower Show.  But in the 2nd 

half our expenses are always way more than our income and we have several bills to pay 

between now and December, including payment of dues to NGC and NEGC; insurance; storage 

space, safe deposit box, and PO box rentals; officer travel expenses; and our yearly donations; 

plus both the Regional Annual Meeting and the Symposium.  Members of the Board can help 

turn those two big Regional events in October in to profitable events rather than an expense by 

signing up and attending either or both.  We have certain minimums we must pay at the venue, 

and good attendance assures us of meeting those requirements, plus it certainly impresses the 

other New England States when these events are well-supported by the host state. 

As I mentioned, our NGC dues is now due and I will be paying that this month.  The rate 

National charged per member doubled in 2016, from $.50 per member to $1.00 per member. 

This is the third year we have absorbed that increase.  Fifty cents doesn’t seem like much – 

hardly worth bending over in the parking lot to pick up that much change, but fifty cents has 

had quite an effect on the Federation.  With over 6,500 members we paid out over $3,000 a 

year more in dues for each of three years – that’s about $10,000 we did not charge members 

for but paid on their behalf.  It was approved by our Board last year to raise our member dues 

beginning in January of 2019, so that’s a good thing that will help our bottom line.  Our 

Regional dues will also be paid this month and there was no increase there.  

As you may know our checking account is with Bank of America and I use their online “bill 

pay” feature to send many of our checks.  The bank is now asking for a phone number and 

email address for each new recipient.  The current reimbursement form asks for that info for 
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the person writing the request, but often it is requested that the check be sent to a third party.  

So I will be redesigning the reimbursement form to include that info for the recipient of the 

check as well.  Hopefully this will speed up the process when someone does not receive a “bill 

pay” check and the bank can easily contact the intended recipient.   

As usual, the profit and loss year to date and balance sheet statements are attached to this 

report.   

 Assistant Treasurer – Jane Polacco  

Annual Electronic Filing Requirement for Small Exempt Organizations – Form 990-N (e-Postcard) 

Most small exempt organizations whose annual gross receipts are $50,000 or less can satisfy their 

annual reporting requirement with the IRS by filing the Form 990-N (e-Postcard) 

It is due the 15th day of the 5th month after the close of the tax year. 

While there is no penalty for filing the Form 990-N late, organizations that fail to file this form for 

three consecutive years will automatically lose their tax exempt status. 

Right now, we have 5 garden clubs that will automatically lose their tax-exempt status at the end of 

2018 or beginning of 2019 if they do not file at least one report for the three most current years. 

Shirley Hall and I keep an eye on this situation and will work with these garden clubs to get the 

reports filed before their tax exempt status is revoked. 

Please let Shirley and me know if any club is having trouble filing these returns.   

Parliamentarian – Ronnie Schoelzel    
First V.P. – Arlene Field  (read by Karin Pyskaty)  
As Headquarters Director, since the May 2018 Board meeting Barbara Romblad’s activities 
included: 
 

 Processing membership information and dues from clubs. 
 Communicating with clubs – and many of the communications are quite detailed.   
 Updating the Directory of Clubs including officers and terms of office.   
 Updating the Constant Contact database.  
 Handling advertising for the CFNews.   

 
Totals, as of July 10, 2018: 

 Clubs − 123 
 Membership − 6,514 
 Affiliate Organizations – 23 
 Constant Contact Subscribers – 5,332 

 
As First Vice-President ─ 
 I attended the National Garden Clubs Convention in Philadelphia May 21-24, as well as the 

New England Garden Clubs meeting which was held during the convention.   
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 I attended the New Hampshire Federation of Garden Clubs Annual meeting in Keene on 
May 30th.  

 I was honored to conduct the installation of the new officers of the Wallingford Garden Club 
on June 12th.   

 Attended the three-day convention of the Garden Club Federation of Maine June 18-20. 
 Attended two impressive Blue Star Memorial dedications on Flag Day ─ the first was held 

in Bridgewater, followed by another in Roxbury.     
 Participated in the first meeting of the Bylaws Review Committee on June 13th, chaired by 

Donna Nowak. 
 Met with a consultant from Upward Business Systems, Shirley Hall and Barbara Romblad in 

her office to review our database.  The goal is to make it more valuable by including much 
of the information we request from clubs on their annual reports and to also reduce the 
duplication of efforts oftentimes required by Barbara. 

 I continue to respond to inquiries that are routed to me via the website. 
 

Second V.P. – Polly Brooks   
Since the May, 2018, Board meeting, I have traveled to four garden clubs’ events.  May 26th, I 
attended the dedication of a Blue Star Memorial marker in North Have with Krista Fiorini and the 
Day Gardeners.  On June 7th, I enjoyed a celebratory lunch with the West Hartford Garden Club, 
and presented them with Certificate of Merit from National Garden Clubs, inc for their 80th 
Anniversary.  On June 15th, I joined the Danbury garden Club for their Annual Meeting and 
Luncheon, and presented Jan Cernoch with the Connecticut Life Membership proposed by her 
club.   On June 16th, I joined Krista Fiorini again, this time with the Black Rock Garden Club, for the 
dedication of a Blue Star Memorial Marker.  In total, I wrote letters to four new Connecticut Life 
Members.   
 
I attended a meeting with Donna Nowak, Bylaws Review Committee Chair, together with Arlene 
Field and Shirley Hall, to go over suggested revisions to our By-Laws.  A follow-up meeting is 
scheduled for August 1st.   
 
I attended an Environmental Consultants Council trip to Roaring Brook Nature Center in Canton, 
and high recommend it.   
 
Unfortunately, one of our Affiliates, Chelsea Gardens Foundation, has disbanded 
 

Motion:   I move to have Chelsea Gardens Foundation removed as an Affiliate member of 

The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc., as it has ceased to be a non-profit 

organization.  Motion carried 

The Federation has received a letter from Jeannette Urban, President of the Woodside Garden Club 

of Glastonbury informing us they voted to disband after 44.   

Motion: I move to accept with regret the decision of the Woodside Garden Club of 

Glastonbury to terminate membership with The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, 

Inc., as the club has disbanded.  Motion carried.     

Polly will attend Plant Science day on August 8th and ask Board members to sign up and assist her.  

She passed around a signup sheet.   
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Advisory Council – Jane Waugh  -  Report      
 
AWARD OF HONOR TALLY 2013-2017   
Award bowls to be awarded at October 24, 2018 Awards Meeting    
 
Small Club (up to 29 members)      COUNTRY GARDENERS OF GLASTONBURY 
        Score:  65 
Medium Club (30 to 59 members)        NORTH HAVEN GARDEN CLUB 
        Score:  226 
Large Club (60 to 99 members)              WALLINGFORD GARDEN CLUB 
        Score:  210 
X-Large Club (100 and above)          BRANFORD GARDEN CLUB     

       Score:  112 
 
              Motion:   I move that the aforementioned four clubs be approved to receive 
                                “The Award of Honor”.  Motion carried 
 
Reports of Chairmen: 
Awards – Janet Spaulding   Report 
The Awards Committee met at CAES on June 7, 2018 for its annual Awards Selection Meeting.  At 

this meeting our board members who are specialists in the fields of Civic Development, 

Environmental Concerns and Conservation, Garden Therapy & World Gardening, Historic 

Memorial & Public Gardens, Youth Activities meet to present their choices for the awards in their 

fields and the committee works together to ensure that we recognize as many clubs and projects 

as we can.  This may entail moving a particular project from one field into another cooperatively.  

We also pass along the names of any outstanding individuals to the Second Vice President in case 

she wishes to consider them for a Tribute Award this year. 

Present at the meeting were Dottie Fox (Youth), Peggy Lajoie (Garden Therapy/ World 

Gardening), Renee Marsh (Horticulture), Janet Spaulding and Arlene Fields our First Vice 

President. 

Jan Hickcox met with Janet ahead of time to select Civic Awards.  Nancy Lenoce submitted her 

report on Environmental Concerns and Conservation in writing. Carol Steiner (Historic Memorial 

and Public Gardens) submitted her selections in writing after the meeting.   

In preparation for the July board meeting I prepared the descriptions of two nominees for the 

2018 Bronze Medal:  Jeffrey Maron and Glenn Dreyer.  Jan Hickcox may present other nominees in 

writing at the board meeting but resumes are not available at the time this report is being 

submitted. 

             Ballot:   ALL Board members to vote by ballot for the following two  
                            nominees: 
                             1.  Wickham Park Director Jeffrey Maron 
       2.  Connecticut College Arboretum Director Dr. Glenn Dreyer  
 
Wickham Park Director Jeffrey Maron was chosen, by a majority vote, as The FGCCT, Inc.  Bronze 
Medal winner for 2018. 
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Blue Star – Krista Swanson Fiorini  
            
Four Blue Star Memorial Markers have been dedicated since the May Board Meeting.  
  
May 26th - On the North Haven town green, the Daytime Gardeners of North Haven  
                   dedicated a Memorial Marker. 
June 14th - Two Memorial Markers were dedicated by the Roxbury-Bridgewater  
                    Garden Club – one in Bridgewater adjacent to the library and Captain  
                    Burnham’s historic home and the other in Roxbury along North Street  
                    (Route 67).  Andrea Little, NGC Blue Star Chair, dedicated both markers.   
June 16th - The Black Rock Garden Club of Bridgeport dedicated a By-Way Marker at  
                    St. Mary’s by the Sea along a walkway through the park next to the  
                    Garden Club’s garden, adjacent to the beach.   
 
The total number of Blue Star Markers in Connecticut is now 15; 2 Highway, 10 Memorial and 3 
By-Way. 
 
Belltown Garden Club of East Hampton has ordered a Memorial Marker.  Dedication date TBD. 
 
A Naugatuck resident would like to place a Blue Star By-Way Marker in his town.  He has received 
permission from the town and state.  He has lined up a number of donations for the installation, 
stonework and plant material.  Their Veterans Council has said they will pay for the marker 
($510).  When he approached the Naugatuck Garden Club about sponsorship he got a cold 
shoulder.  I have emailed their president in hopes that they would reconsider.  If the Naugatuck 
Garden Club doesn’t come through with sponsorship, I would like to make a motion that our 
Federation sponsors the marker. 
 

MOTION:  I hereby move that The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. serve as 
sponsor for the Naugatuck Blue Star By-Way Marker with the stipulation of no monetary 
commitment.  Motion carried 

 
Books - Jennifer Haddon 

We have secured 75 copies of the 2019 Visions of Beauty calendars! We will have them available 

today at a reduced price of $5.00. We will sell them at the New England Garden Clubs Annual 

Meeting and Connecticut Symposium as well as the Awards Luncheon meeting for a small profit.  

Our total cost was $331.52. 

Arlene Field picked up 25 copies of ‘The Saved Seed’ at the National Convention in Philadelphia, at 
a cost of $250;  we will have those on sale at $10 each.   
 
 
Bylaws Review Committee – Donna Nowak    
The Bylaws Committee of Arlene Field, Polly Brooks, Shirley Hall and Donna Nowak met on June 

13, 2018. Work on the Bylaws is essentially complete. 

The Committee will meet again on August 1 to review Standing Rules, Policy Statements, and the 

Manual of Duties. Since it is important for the Manual of Duties to reflect the actual 
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responsibilities, I will be emailing a copy to the involved Chairmen for review. If a Chairman needs 

to make a change, please email them to me. 

 
CT Flower Show – Cathy Ritch      

 The Letter of Intent (LOI) has not yet been signed.  A meeting is scheduled with Kristie 

Gonsalves, head of Northeast Expos, Inc. to discuss increasing the payment from Northeast 

Expos, Inc. to FGCCT.  It is my belief that in order to continue to improve the Flower Show 

and retain volunteers we will need a larger budget to work with for staging and to increase 

the hotel reimbursement to volunteers (it is currently at about 1/3 of the hotel room cost). 

 The first proofread of the schedule is in process.  With this schedule, we are adding a 

second Section of Petite Designs. We are targeting mid-September to post the schedule and 

mail via Constant Contact to every member of the Federation.  The FGCCT website must be 

updated for 2019 before then. 

 All committee positions have been filled. 

 Finances- The committee has worked hard to cut expenses over the past 2 years, but there 

isn’t anything left to cut out.  We have been under budget for the past 2 years.  In order to 

keep the show at the current high standard of Creative Staging, I anticipate that we will 

exceed our budget in 2019.  

 Properties-We spend $3300 per year on 3 storage units for State Flower Show properties.  

These properties are also used by the clubs for local shows.  Working with Donna Nowak 

and Marie Kuchy, we have eliminated at least ½ of a storage unit that had been filled with 

old, unused properties.  Financially it would be prudent to eliminate one of these units, but 

that would make the staging prep a nightmare logistically. Work should continue on 

simplifying the exhibit staging and eventually eliminating one of the 3 storage units. 

 The first meeting of the full Committee will be on August 16th.  

Environmental Consultants Council – Barbara Deysson  
The ECC will host a sailing trip on Aug 14 from 10-12:30.  An adequate number of members signed 
up to cover costs.   
 
Flower Show School – Pat Dray   Report 
 
FSS Course III was held at KEC from June 5-7. There were 15 registered attendees, with four (3 CT 
and 1 DE) taking the exam. The NGC and the following students have now accredited the Course 
from CT have advanced:  Karin Pyskaty and Suzy Fisher to Student Judge and Vonice Carr to 
Student Exhibitor. 
I discussed the low rate of students taking the exam with Dot Yard, NGC FSS Chair, and Dot 
indicated that the decline in student numbers from Course I to future Courses has been seen 
nationwide. There has also been an instance where a state canceled a school due to low 
registration for the exam. However, no change in the NGC policy is expected. 
In terms of judges, we have two students who expect to take the HB Exam  
in October, and one that expects to take it in April, 2019. 
 
Gardening Consultants Council  - Ellie Tessmer Report  
a. Prep for Gardening School 2018 is underway.  Committee contact instructors Jan-July. 
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b. Gardening Council planed August event at Rich Howard's, a grower of day lilies based in 

Wallingford.  Canceled due to the time of year. 

c. A memorial plaque in memory of Katherine Patrick has been prepared for fastening to a bench 

in the Bird and Butterfly Garden at Lockwood Farm in time for Plant Science Day on August 8th.  

Rick Cecarelli will take care of attaching the plaque. 

Gardening School – Cheryl Cappiali and Martha Shea - Report  
The Gardening School Board met on July 2 and we discussed the Oct. 1-3 Course. Everything is in 
order, except placing the luncheon order with Panera Bread.  There has been a change in the NGC 
Regional Chair, Bonni Dineen has resigned and Carol Yee has taken her place. Carol will be 
Regional Chairman for the remainder of the term. 
 
It was decided that The Katherine Patrick Gardening School Fund is to be used for two Gardening 
School Tuition Awards, for $75.00 each; one for a student who has successfully completed the 
current course of G.S. and whose name is selected in a random drawing of that course’s students. 
And a second award will be made to a consultant who is refreshing their knowledge, having been 
selected in a random drawing from a pool of participating consultants. 
 
This Fund may also be used for underwriting some expenses of the Gardening Consultants Council 
and the Gardening School, such as supplies, speakers, or other expenses, as determined by the 
Gardening Consultants Council Chair. 
 
Additional Funds may be donated, without restriction, at any time. 
    
Judges Council  – Trish Manfredi   Report   
Work is progressing on planning the program for of Judges Council meetings for 2018-2019.   JC 

will meet in September, March, April and May, foregoing a November meeting due to Symposium.   

The September meeting will include designs that will be featured at the Symposium, to provide 

judges with an opportunity to practice their judging comments. 

We are working (slowly) on a FAQs about Flower Shows for the Federation Webpage, by 

attempting to get information from those clubs who have held Flower Shows this year. 

Four clubs, Town and Country/Newtown; Westport, Kensington and Danbury, will provide 

centerpieces for the Awards meeting and information has been sent to the contact people. 

 So far, we have 2 of the 4 designers for the Design Challenge for the Awards meeting, and 

hopefully, the mum challenge plants are growing well! 

Landscape Design Council – Susan Laursen 
In June our landscape Council met with Landscape Architect, Alan Broadbent, in Darien.  Allan led 
us through 3 fabulous residential designs that he and his company had designed.  He discussed the 
solutions considered for the property’s constraints, the design process, and the overall design 
outcomes for the residences.  His information was very educational and extremely well done.   
Our next adventure will be to O’Brien’s nursery for a tour, then Regina Neal has arranged a lovely 
lunch spot and tour of a residential design.  We currently have 65 members in our council of which 
12 have Emeritus status. 
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Landscape Design School – open  
March 26,27,28 2019 here at Jones.  The dates have been adjusted so as to avoid a conflict with the 
Judges Council meeting.   
 
Legislation/Government Action – Gerri Giordano     Report 
Fracking Bill SB 103, is stalled again. 

The General Assembly did not pass a fully comprehensive moratorium in 2014 and the same law 

requires future regulations.  Bills in 2017 and 2018 did not pass.  Accidents, spills, leaching, run 

off, costly contamination of properties and public and private well drinking water has already 

occurred in other states.  A local ordinance is currently the only way in Ct. to make it illegal to 

bring oil and gas drilling and extraction wastes into your community. 

Why is having a town ordinance better than the Ct. State law is that the definitions and 

prohibitions are more specific to drilling and extraction activity, not just the one process called 

hydraulic fracturing.  It eliminates loopholes. 

47 Ct. towns already have bans in place.  The Town of North Haven just approved the ban to 

prohibit the use, storage, disposal, sale, acquisition, transfer,  handling, treatment and/or 

processing waste from natural gas or oil extractions within the town. 

If your town proposes a ban, please support it. 

Part 2 of July 18th Legislation Report 

I was at a meeting with Eric Hammerling, Executive Director of Ct Forest and Park Assoc. 

Protect Your Public Lands When you vote on November 6th. 

On the last night of the 2018 Legislative session, SJ 35 passed.  Now you can vote to protect public 

lands on the November ballot. 

If this ballot measure passes, it would amend the state constitution to require that before public 

lands could be sold, swapped, or given away by the General Assembly, there must be a public 

hearing and a 2/3 vote when public lands held by the DEEP or the Department of Agriculture are 

proposed for conveyance. 

You recognize the importance of protecting state lands.  You reached out to your state 

representatives.  Your generous gifts and personal involvement have made the difference so far. 

What can you do? 

Tell your friends, co-workers, and neighbors about the benefits that public lands like State Parks 

and Forests provide to you, and how horrible it would feel for those lands to be lost in a backroom 

deal made at the Legislature. 

Consider an extra contribution to CFPA to support the statewide push that must be made on this 

issue over the next 5 months. 
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By voting Yes to protect Public Lands on November 6th would amend the state constitution to 

ensure the following protections for public lands: 

Protection 1: Public lands could not be given away, sold, or swapped without holding a public 

hearing first. 

Protection 2:A 2/3rds majority would be required for valuable public lands (e.g. State Parks, 

Wildlife Mgt Areas. farmland easements) held by CT DEEP or Dept. of Agriculture. 

The Result:  Public lands will NOT be given away without public input or major public benefit. 

Why do we need a Constitutional Amendment?  It is the only way to prevent late session "rats".  

Rules are suspended at the end of the session.  Powerful Conveyance Bill language:  

"Notwithstanding any provision of the General Statutes..." over-rides prior laws.  There is 

precedent:  MA, ME and NY all have protections for public lands in their constitutions. 

Public lands should always have a public voice:  On November 6th, Ct voters and vote YES to 

amend the Ct Constitution to require:  Public hearing before state-owned public lands can be sold, 

swapped, or given away; and 2/3rds votes in Legislature for public lands held by DEEP and 

Department of Agriculture.  (State Parks, Forests, AG lands). 

Meetings – Nan Merolla Report (read by Inge Venus)  
FGCCT 89th Annual Awards Meeting, October 24, 2018, at Aqua Turf Country Club in Plantsville, 

CT, is well organized.   

AQUA TURF:  I have worked closely with the Aqua Turf staff to select the menu with choices of 4 

entrees and the price remains $28.50 per person plus service charge of 9%.  Our charge to club 

members remains $34 per person.  Our FGCCT Tax Exempt forms will be sent to the Aqua Turf, so 

we will not be charged sales tax on our final bill.  Additional set-up costs from the Aqua Turf will 

be for additional rectangular tables over 15 and additional round tables over 25 ($15 per table.)  

AUDIO/VISUAL:  I have ordered a 12’ by 12’ screen that will be installed in the center front of the 

ballroom for video display of the meeting ($125.)  Mike Solimine of Gasp Video Productions has 

been hired to video project the meeting ($50 per hr. for 3 hours.)  There will be a table podium 

with a wired microphone (n/c.)  A wireless lavaliere microphone is also ordered ($125.)  

STAGE SETUP: I plan to set up the “Stage Area” the same as we did it last year:  We will have a 

table-top podium and no raised stage.  The 12’ x 12’ video screen will be raised by Aqua Turf 

behind the podium table.  There will be a wired microphone on a stand at the podium and also a 

wireless Lavaliere microphone.  There will be a table next to the podium to pre-stage awards. The 

silver awards and certificates will be on tables behind the podium.  (Last year 2 of us assisted Inge 

with the awards, which helped to move the meeting along faster.) Photos will be taken in groups 

in front of a white screen with the American and CT flags on either side, located just to the left of 

the podium.      

CLUB TRI-FOLDS:  Three rectangular tables will be set up to the right of the stage area to hold 

these displays. More tables can be set up against the front wall, as needed. 



  

FGCCT Meeting Report   July 18, 2018  

 

  

11 

“MUMS THE WORD!” – The floral design demonstrations will be set up in the middle of the far 

corner of the ballroom and the Hort. Exhibits will be along the left side wall.  I am waiting to hear 

from Trish Manfredi, who is organizing this with the judges involved, to learn what her exact set-

up requirements are.   

CENTERPIECES:  The Kensington, Danbury, Westport, and Town&Country Garden Club of 

Newtown are providing the centerpieces.  Trish Manfredi is organizing this with the Clubs.  I have 

ordered a “mauve” overlay for the tables, which should complement all the designs.  The 

centerpieces should connect with the State President's theme: “Plant Connecticut - Be a 

Conservation Champion” or with the Meeting Program, "Mums the Word", which features 

Chrysanthemums. 

PUBLICITY:  The registration form and flyer will be placed on the FGCCT website very soon.  The 

meeting is also in the FGCCT Calendar.  The August/September CF News will include an 

announcement of the meeting plus the registration form. Additional notices will be posted in the 

October/November CF News.  

VENDORS:  Eight vendors plus our FGCCT books are currently confirmed to display their items for 

sale.  I may invite more vendors if there is room. I plan to again create a color flyer to promote and 

publicize vendor sales, which includes their name, website address, description of products, price 

range, show special and a photo.  I’ll submit it to the CF News, the website, and have it for each 

attendee on the day of the meeting.  

REGISTRATIONS:  Registrations should start to come in after the Aug/Sept. CF Newsletter goes 

out. The online registration system has been enhanced so that up to 10 Members of a Club can be 

registered with one payment.  Whether online or mail-in registration, I will record name, Club, 

email, phone, entrée choice, any dietary restriction, and check # in a spreadsheet.  I will make BOA 

deposits of the checks and send notification of these deposits to Shirley Hall.  Beginning in late 

September, I will begin sending names and information to Barbara Romblad, who will create the 

nametags. As soon as I have table assignments, I will send that report to her so they can be noted 

on the nametags.  Barbara Romblad will be overseeing the on-site registration process, as she did 

so brilliantly in April.    

DRAWING: I have asked Janet Spaulding, Carole Fromer, Donna Nowak and Jong Fabian from the 

Country Gardeners of Glastonbury to assist me again with the Drawing.  They do an excellent job 

catching people as they come in the ballroom and walking around the tables encouraging people 

to buy tickets.  Along with one item from each vendor and our FGCCT books table, the “Mums the 

Word!” designs and the table arrangements will also be included in the drawings.  The drawings 

will be LIVE, after lunch, and just before dessert is served.  Walking around the tables and getting 

the members involved in pulling the tickets is fun and seems to work well.  We will make sure that 

each winner immediately receives his or her item, so there is no confusion. 

SEATING: I will be speaking with Inge, as we get closer, about table assignments for officers and 

guests.  I will do my best to seat Club members together, unless requested otherwise, and I will 

assign tables close to the stage area by the date that I receive paid registrations.  Note, last October 
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we had 38 Luncheon Tables, with 387 members attending, representing 63 Clubs. 

News – Joan Burgess Report (comment by Inge Venus) 
CFNEWS August/September issue is in the process of being put together.  She is still missing 
reports from several of our Board members.   
 
Program – Gini Mita    Report 
Michael Derouin, of McArdles’s Florist in Greenwich, CT was suggested as a speaker for the Annual 
Meeting in April of 2019.  It was agreed to use his 60 minute presentation for $495. plus $71.94 
(travel expense).  The board had no objection.  
 
Scholarship – Margareta Kotch Report  (read by Karin Pyskaty) 

Early this year two students residing in CT. applied for the National Garden Club’s scholarship. 

Only one can be recommended from each state. The committee chose Jacqueline Degregorio 

whose application was forwarded to the National Scholarship Chair. The deadline for this 

scholarship was March 1st. 2018.  

Jacqueline was notified on June 1st that she had received the scholarship of $ 4,000 from the 

National Garden Clubs, Inc. She is in her third year at the University of CT in Storrs , enrolled in the 

dept. of “Agriculture and National Resources”.  

The scholarship committee will meet at the end of this month to evaluate 3 candidates that have 

applied for the FGCCT Scholarship awards for academic year 2018 -2019. The awards will be 

announced at the Award’s luncheon at the Aqua Turf in October.  

Donations were down this year. As of July 6, 2018 only $3,675 compared to $6,090 as of the same 

time last year. Two clubs that in the past had given $1,000 each didn’t respond this year. Many 

thanks to Treasurer Shirley Hall for providing the following numbers: 

Beginning Balance; $ 2,793.44 Donations; $ 3,675.00 Expenses; $ 7.60  

New balance 7/6/18 $6,460.84  

The Committee appreciates all the donations from our clubs as well as individual donations made 

in memory or honor of a friend. Our sincere gratitude to the clubs that not only award their own 

scholarship but also contribute to the Federated scholarship fund.  

Many thanks to Barbara Romblad for providing the names and addresses of the contributors so I 

can write thank you notes. She also makes sure that they will be posted in the FGCCT News letter.  

State Project – Holly Kocet Report  
To date, eleven clubs have shown interest in participating in the President’s Project to develop 

Xeriscape or Pollinator-friendly Gardens.   

Clubs that have submitted registration forms are: Simsbury Garden Club, Bethel Garden Club, 

Lyme Garden Club, Orchard Valley Garden Club, The Garden Club of Newtown, and The 

Wallingford Garden Club.  
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Gina Mita (Wallingford) also submitted an individual registration for a Xeriscape Garden.  

Madeleine Hester of the West Hartford G.C. will also submit her private garden. 

 

Pending registrations include: Stamford Garden Club, Colchester Garden Club, Manchester Garden 

Club, and Garden Club of Brookfield. Clubs do have until November 2018 to submit registration 

forms for their proposed gardens. I will send a reminder to those clubs that we need a registration 

form and to submit them at their earliest convenience. 

I am putting together an article on the President’s Project for the August/September issue of our 

CFNEWS. 

 Tours – Kathy Lindroth Report 
 
All plans are 'go' for our Montreal trip September 13-16, 2018.   We are at capacity of 40 and sold 
out with a waiting list.   
 
A trip to Arkansas for May 6-11, 2019 finally seems to be jelling.   Although I do not yet have a 
price, the trip will include air from BDL, 2 nights at the iconic 21C museum hotel Bentonville, 3 
nights in Little Rock, lunch at P. Allen Smith Moss Mountain Home with a visit from Allen if he is in 
town, Clinton Library, Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art and much more.  Many meals are 
included.   This area has become extremely popular!   Deposits will need to be made speedily and I 
expect this trip will sell out quickly as it is limited to 30 people.  I will take members only for a 
TBD length of time.   
 
I'm working on a September 2019 trip to the Boothbay Harbor, Maine area which would be via 
coach.   I am also working on an October 2019 trip to Japan and another possibility is South Africa. 
 
 

 Website – Jane Waugh Report 
Although website is progressing well with the help of Ellie and Joan, Jane and Shelley need 
additional assistance. Please volunteer to be trained!           
 
Youth Activities – Dottie Fox   Report 
The winners for the Youth Awards for 2017-18 have been selected.  It was so much easier to have 
the clubs divide their achievement with the children between the “in school” activities  (Award of 
Excellence) and the “after school” programs with groups like boy/girls scouts (Luckner Award.  I 
have also sent a candidate on to Polly for The Tribute Award in Youth.   
 
Liaisons: 
CAES  and Club Calendar – Ellie Tessmer   Report  
Federated Website: Calendar for Local Garden Club Events 

1. Prepared Local GC Events for : June/July as well as Aug/Sept (slow months) 

2. Prepared Local GC Events on Website for June through Oct.. 

Habitat for Humanity - open 
 
Continuing Business: 
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1.   Lockwood Farm Bench with memorial plaque for Katherine Patrick –Report by Inge 
Inge held up the memorial plaque she had prepared by Barker’s and stated that Ellie had 
communicated with Rick Cecarelli at Lockwood Farm that we would want to have it fastened to 
one of the benches in the Bird and Butterfly Garden in time for Plant Science Day on August 8th. 
 
2.  Second Annual New England Garden Clubs Meeting – Karin Pyskaty  Report 
Registration is coming in through the website…great job in setting up the site! 
I am looking for volunteers to be part of a Design Challenge.     
            
3.  Connecticut FS Symposium – Trish Manfredi Report 
Registrations are coming in for Symposium.  Info is on the CT web page, and it will be featured 

again in Northern Exposure.   In cooperation with Water's Edge, we have modified the menu 

choices to reduce problems for those that have allergies.  Updated menu choices will be sent to 

those already registered.       Detailed outlines for meeting rooms needs, (layout, av, etc.) are being 

developed.    We appreciate the CT Federation  Web team's work on our behalf. 

I've had e-mail discussion with Sue Hinkel, Regional Director, about the future of Symposiums as I 

had learned that perhaps in 2019, VT and NH may jointly sponsor the Symposium although 

nothing has been decided.  Symposiums have been the responsibilities of the states, rather than 

the region, since 2016.   How this plays out will impact the rotation timing.  It will be discussed at 

the Regional Meeting in October.   I believe there is similar issue with Flower Show School, since I 

think only CT and MA are sponsoring FSS. 

Adjourned – 12:06 PM 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Karin C. Pyskaty 
 

Motion made by Polly Brooks:         
I move to have Chelsea Gardens Foundation removed as an  

                              Affiliate member of The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut,  
                              Inc., as it has ceased to be a non-profit organization.  

Motion  carried. 
              Motion made by Polly Brooks:     

I move to accept with regret the decision of the Woodside Garden  
                             Club of Glastonbury to terminate membership with The Federated  
                             Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. as the club has disbanded.  
   Motion carried.  
 Motion made by Jane Waugh: 

 I move that the aforementioned four clubs be approved to receive 
                                  “The Award of Honor”.   

Motion carried 
 Motion made by Krista Fiorini: 
   I hereby move that The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut,  
                            Inc. serve as sponsor of the Naugatuck Blue Star By-Way Marker 
                            with the stipulation of no financial commitment. 

Motion carried. 


