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AWARDS MEETING OCTOBER 24, 2018 

 

President Inge Venus called the 89th Annual Awards Meeting of The Federated 
Garden Clubs of Connecticut to order at 10:05 AM.  Dee Mozzochi, a former 
Federation President and a former New England Region Director led the 
Pledge to the American Flag.   
 
Inge welcomed all and acknowledged that 59 clubs were represented today.  
She then thanked both our Meetings Chair Nan Merolla and our Office 
Secretary Barbara Romblad for their hard work in preparing for today’s 
meeting.  Four clubs (Danbury Garden Club, Kensington Garden Club, Town & 
Country Garden Club of Newtown and Westport Garden Club) were thanked 
for the very attractive centerpieces.  Carolyn Bernard, Patricia Dray, Amber 
Parr and Ronnie Schoelzel were thanked for treating us to a “MUMS THE 
WORD” Design Challenge before the meeting began.  Inge continued her 
acknowledgments by bringing attention to our new website, under the expert 
leadership of former President Jane Waugh.  We will rely heavily on the 
website to announce upcoming events, projects and activities.   She reminded 
us that the user name has remained the same and that club presidents were 
apprised of the new password, which can also be obtained from our Office. 
 
Several FGCCT former presidents were with us including: Dee Mozzochi, 
Maria Nahom, Donna Nowak, and Ronnie Schoelzel.  Inge then introduced 
several FGCCT officers including; Arlene Field, Polly Brooks, Karin Pyskaty, 
Shirley Hall, Jane Polacco, Terry Lubman as well as a number of committee 
chairs including; Trish Manfredi, Cheryl Cappiali and Martha Shea.   
 
The minutes of last year’s Awards Meeting were reviewed by our Executive 
Committee and found to be in order.  A motion was made to dispense with the 
reading of the minutes; it was seconded and approved unanimously.  
 
Awards Chair Janet Spaulding was asked up to the dais to assist in the reading 
of the awards about to be presented.  In the absence of former President and 
National Board member Jane Waugh, Inge asked former President and 
National Board member Maria Nahom to present NGC Awards to the following 
FGCCT clubs:  Westbrook Garden Club, Mystic Garden Club, Suffield Garden 
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Club, Town & Country Garden Club of Newtown, Pomperaug Valley Garden 
Club and Wilton Garden Club.  Also, four Yearbook awards were presented. 
 
Since the 2017 NEGC awards were received after our 2017 Awards Meeting, 
Inge asked former NER Director Dee Mozzochi to present these awards.  
Former President and former NER Alternate Director Donna Nowak 
presented the 2018 NEGC awards.  Inge, together with the six respective 
Awards Committee Chairs, starting with the Tribute Awards by Second Vice 
President Polly Brooks, followed by the Awards of Honor by former Advisory 
Council Chair Ronnie Schoelzel, and ending with the Special Certificates by 
First Vice President Arlene Field, presented all FGCCT awards.  Inge called on 
long standing Board member Helen Pritchard to come forward and present 
the Yearbook Award of Excellence.   Helen, who is having significant health 
issues, received a standing ovation from our 350 members in attendance – 
truly one of the highlights of this meeting.  Two clubs presenting a special 
award of appreciation to one of their members followed.    Descriptions of all 
Awards and Scholarships are listed in the Awards Booklet as well as being 
posted on our website.   
 

Following the club and individual awards, Inge presented the Bronze Medal, 
our highest FGCCT Award.  The Bronze Medal seeks an individual who has 
excelled in a particular area.  The 2018 Bronze Medal was awarded to Jeffrey 
Maron for his lifetime achievement in the fields of landscape design, 
innovative garden designs for public parks and his successful management of 
Wickham Park in Manchester, Connecticut.   
 
Inge then introduced Kathleen Lindroth, our FGCCT Tours Director, and gave 
her an opportunity to share information regarding the FGCCT-sponsored trip 
to Arkansas.  Following Kathleen’s presentation Nan Merolla made several 
announcements regarding lunch, social time and vendors.   
 
Ronnie Schoelzel gave the Blessing.  During lunch Trish presented certificates 
to the four designers and Cathy Ritch gave updates regarding the 2019 CT 
Flower Show “April in Paris” in both French and English. 
 

All enjoyed lunch and the drawing took place during dessert.  Inge reminded 
everyone to pick up their club envelopes and silver protective bags and to 
return their nametags as they left.  She thanked everyone for coming and 
wished all a Happy Holiday Season.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:15 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,  
Karin Pyskaty, Recording Secretary 


