
1/18

October/November 2018
Ah, the cooler days and nights of the Fall season have finally arrived and our schedules are
slowly getting filled with lots of activities.  You will find many interesting happenings on our
Events Calendar posted on our website at https://ctgardenclubs.org/events/ .  Be sure to
check out the Table of Contents below to see the numerous topics we have covered for your
reading pleasure.  Enjoy.

Joan Burgess
 News Manager

Quick link to October/November calendar - click HERE for print version

A late summer surprise in Barbara Romblad's
pond garden of her Lotus opening up
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President's Message

Greetings Fellow Gardeners, 

Autumn - the season that many of us consider the most glorious - is finally upon us after that
long stretch of hot and humid weather.  Our spirits are once again uplifted and we are rearing
to partake in the many events planned for us during October and beyond not only in our own
clubs but also on the Federation level.

We have posted all of these activities on our website at www.ctgardenclubs.org. Be sure to
visit it again and again to check out new updates, including the Speakers Program Directory
which is now published in the public domain under Education.

http://www.ctgardenclubs.org/
http://www.ctgardenclubs.org/
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Here now are the dates of three major events many of you may want to attend, to wit:

1. October 15-16:   The Annual Meetings of the New England Garden Clubs are sponsored
in rotation by one of the six New England states, and this year it's Connecticut's turn.   We
have selected the beautiful Water's Edge Resort in Westbrook for the venue, and our
Federation's Recording Secretary Karin Pyskaty is chairing the event.    In addition to
Landscape Architect Leslie Martino's program entitled "Community Gardening and the CSA",
you will hear from each of the six New England states about their Federation's ongoings;
there will also be a design challenge and, hopefully, Connecticut will be presented with a few
awards at the Awards Ceremony and Luncheon on the second day.    See article below for
more details.
2. October 16-18:   The Connecticut Symposium following the Annual Meeting at Water's
Edge Resort is not just for flower show judges according to Trish Manfredi, who is chairing
this event.   All garden club members and friends are welcome.   Four prominent speakers
will be featured throughout the three-day event, and you can attend just one day or all three.
See article below for more details.
3. October 24:   Our 89th Annual Awards Meeting and Luncheon at Aqua Turf, chaired by
Nan Merolla with Awards Chair Janet Spaulding, will honor our many fellow members as they
receive over 40 silver awards and up to 175 certificates for civic development, conservation
projects, flower shows, garden therapy, historic gardens, horticulture and youth projects in
addition to the Love-ly Garden award, Scholarship awards, and Tribute awards.  We are so
fortunate to have such an active state.  This Awards Meeting is sure to inspire us all.  And for
the program portion preceding the awards presentations you can observe members from our
Judges Council create original designs and exhibit horticulture - all with chrysanthemums
under the theme of "MUMS THE WORD".   See article below for more details.
4. November 6th:  An Amendment to our Connecticut Constitution will be on the Ballot  for
your vote come Election Day.   Please see article below.
5. November 15:   PRESIDENT'S 2017-2019 CONTESTS:  The deadline is rapidly
approaching.  If your Club has created a Pollinator-friendly garden or a Xeriscape garden in a
public place in accordance with my 2017-2019 Theme "Plant Connecticut - Be a
Conservation Champion", that supports a healthy environment for today and for future
generations by conserving water, assisting pollination and garden naturally, please register
your intent with our State Projects Chair Holly Kocet.  Individual gardeners may also enter
this contest if they created a Xeriscape garden on their private property. Click HERE for
registration.

Wishing Everyone a Beautiful Autumn!

In the Spirit of Conservation,
Inge

***************************************

Yearbook Contest Alert

With the retirement of Yearbook Contest Manager Helen Pritchard, the task has fallen on me 
as Interim Manager to oversee the judging of our club yearbooks. You have until November 
1st to send three copies of your club yearbook to my address at P.O. Box 812, Cheshire, CT 
06410. I will have two co-judges working with me to determine the winning yearbook in each 
of the six size classes and forward them to the New England Garden Clubs awards 
committee in early 2019.

Looking forward to your participation, Inge Venus

mailto:hollyk325@yahoo.com?subject=President%27s%202017-2019%20Contest
https://ctgardenclubs.org/projects/presidents/
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LEGISLATIVE NEWS - GOVERNMENT ACTION
"Public Lands should always have a Public Voice"

By Polly Brooks

To the 6,478 garden club members of The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc.
- an educational snippet:  We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.  As such we CANNOT
further the candidacy of anyone running for public office.  We Can (and Must, however) back
such legislative bills or amendments which support The Federation's Mission.

This coming November 6th, there will appear on your ballots an opportunity for you to support
an Amendment to our State's Constitution.  The Amendment calls for:

1. to protect the public's (our) right to input (think public hearings)
2. that a 2/3rds majority vote from the General Assembly be required PRIOR to state park or
forest land held by DEEP or Dept. of Agriculture being sold, swapped , or given away either
to private companies or to local governments (State Parks, Forests, Ag Lands, Wildlife Mgt.
Areas, Farmland Easements).

READ MORE

with award-winning floral designer & FGCCT Judges Council Chair 
Trish Manfredi 

Thursday, November 1, 2018 ~ 10 am 
The Country Club of Waterbury ~ 1 Oronoke Road, Waterbury

$40 a person
For tickets, contact us at tickets@pomperaugvalleygc.org or call (203) 405-3868. To 

download a reservation form, visit www.pomperaugvalleygc.org/

http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/ce64ba64-115d-4a1d-80a4-f8fc21d3b20e.pdf
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Annual Awards Meeting
By Nan Merolla

Join us at the Annual Awards Meeting, October 24, 2018

I hope you plan to join us on Wednesday, October 24th, for the 89th Annual FGCCT Awards
Meeting and Luncheon at the Aqua Turf Country Club in Plantsville, CT. Reservations must
be received by Wednesday, October 17, 2018. Click HERE for online and mail-in registration.

This promises to be a wonderful day, when over 80 top State, New England and National
Awards will be presented, in addition to over 100 Certificates, for the exceptional work Club
members have done during the past year.  You will see some of the winning projects
documented by colorful display posters.  It is wonderful to see how much can be
accomplished and you can get ideas for projects you can undertake for your town. 

In addition, one of the highlights of the day will be "MUMS THE WORD!" From 9 - 10 am,
members from our Judges Council, Carolyn Bernard, Patricia Dray, Amber Parr, and Ronnie
Schoelzel, will create original designs with Chrysanthemums, utilizing the new Featured Plant
Material Design rules.

Read MORE

For mail-in registrations, accompanied by a check made to FGCCT, click HERE for the form.
Click HERE for the flyer. You can see a complete list of the vendors and a description of what
they will be offering by clicking HERE.

Nan Merolla, Meetings Chair
ncmerolla@aol.com
203-216-0884

Second Annual New England Garden Clubs Meeting
By Karin Pyskaty

Our gardens are blossoming and we are enjoying the fruits of our springtime labors!   Of
course the weeds continue to keep us busy!  As we sit back and contemplate the summer
warmth it is time to consider joining our gardening friends from throughout New England
during the beautiful fall season at the 2nd Annual NEGC meeting in October.

https://ctgardenclubs.org/events-overview/awards-meeting/
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/a6f097be-4057-4a28-bad2-9638b6c84833.pdf
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/9fd84b71-0391-4760-9918-3991b5a20363.pdf
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/d5556728-5708-4937-83e5-db3032b536dc.pdf
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/e42b8e1c-d6b2-4a42-b2bb-8d750fa7d1d9.pdf
mailto:ncmerolla@aol.com
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The 2nd Annual Meeting of New England Garden Clubs is scheduled for October 15-16,
2018 at Water's Edge Resort and Spa in Westbrook, Connecticut. Water's Edge overlooks
Long Island sound where you can enjoy beautifully landscaped grounds, and easy access to
antique shops, outstanding wineries, quaint towns, and garden centers. In keeping with our
CT theme "Plant Connecticut, be a Conservation Champion", the NEGC theme, "NEGC
Plants for Everyone" and our NGC theme "Plant America", Leslie Martino will treat us to a
presentation of "Community Gardening and the CSA" on Monday evening after a welcoming
reception and scrumptious dinner.

Read MORE. Click HERE for online registration

Karin Pyskaty, Meeting Chair
Carmelina Villani, Meeting Vice Chair
Shirley Hall, Registrar and Treasurer

Connecticut Symposium
By Trish Manfredi

When:  October 16-18, 2018

Where:  At the beautiful beach side Water's Edge
Resort and Spa in Westbrook, CT.

It's not just for flower show judges - all garden
club members and friends are welcome. Tuesday
afternoon and evening will include a presentation on
the International Flower Market by Jamal Ansari of
East Coast Wholesale Flowers from Norwalk, and an introduction to Certified American
Grown Flowers by Ko Klover, Board member, Certified American Grown Council, along with
a reception and dinner.  On Design Day, Penny Decker from Florida will showcase two new
design types - Grouped Mass and Featured Plant Material on Wednesday, October 17th,
and Dot Yard, from Pennsylvania, will discuss Container Begonias, and Broadleaf
Evergreens on Thursday's Horticulture Day.  You can attend just Tuesday afternoon/evening,
the Design Day or the Horticulture Day, or all three days.

Click HERE for the registration form.

Questions can be directed to Trish Manfredi, Symposium Chair, or Kris Urbanik, Registrar

FGCCT Tours
By Kathy Lindroth

http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/18141d1a-d688-438c-bbee-d22297720035.pdf
https://ctgardenclubs.org/events-overview/connecticut-symposium-2/
mailto:jim.karin.pyskaty@gmail.com
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/362659c0-6c87-4bf5-b04f-e681a2b5b067.pdf
mailto:ptmanfredi@cox.net
mailto:krisurb@cox.net
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The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. takes several tours each year focused on
places and events of interest to gardeners and floral designers. Members are encouraged to
join us. They may be accompanied by non-member guests.

Upcoming Tours include - Experience the natural beauty of Arkansas! Travel to Little Rock
and Bentonville, Arkansas May 6 - 11, 2019.  Little Rock with its home of P. Allen Smith and
Bentonville with its iconic art museum, Crystal Bridges, will undoubtedly be the highlights of
this trip.

Or how about  Japan - October 17 - 27, 2019 - Anyone Interested?  Highlights would be
visiting Tokyo, Hakone, Kanazawa, Kyoto Okayama, Naoshima (Museum Island) and Osaka
and will feature gardens, crafts and cuisine.   A dedicated Japanese speaking guide would
accompany us.  If you are interested in this trip, please contact me Tours@ctgardenclubs.org 
for tour information.

Visit our WEBSITE for detailed information on tours offered by FGCCT.

Kathy Lindroth

Memories from our September 13-16, 2018 Montreal Tour
By Kathy Lindroth

Montreal was lovely! We crossed the border to Canada, our neighbor to the north, and
experienced warm hospitality and beautiful sights. There were glorious gardens and delicious
French food. The Montreal West Horticultural Society arranged a delightful tour of a
magnificent private garden in the most exclusive area of Montreal, complete with delicious
cake and lemonade to accompany the waterfalls, turtles and the pet pot-bellied pig!  Read
MORE

Visit our WEBSITE for detailed information on tours offered by FGCCT

mailto:Tours@ctgardenclubs.org
https://ctgardenclubs.org/events-overview/tours-2/
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/19fc73aa-303a-4813-ac47-1720b320ce44.pdf
https://ctgardenclubs.org/events-overview/tours-2/
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The Federated Garden Clubs of CT Calendar of Events 
By Ellie Tessmer

Click HERE for the October/November Calendar
OR Click HERE for website calendar - All Events updated regularly

********************

Click HERE For
"How to Use the Event Calendar on the Website"

By Jane Waugh

FLOWER SHOWS & SCHOOLS

By Pat Dray

Join us for "April in Paris" and enjoy the Charm of Spring ~
April in Paris, Chestnuts in blossom, holiday tables under the trees
April in Paris, this is a feeling no one can ever reprise
I never knew the charm of spring, never met it face to face, I never knew my heart could sing
Never missed a warm embrace, 'til April in Paris, whom can I run to? What have you done to
my heart?

 Lyrics to "April in "Paris", 1932, by Edgar Yipsel "Yip" Harburg

Have you always wanted to stroll along the Avenue des Champs-Elysees or see the Eiffel
Tower? If so, please join us in February at the Connecticut Convention Center in Hartford as
a volunteer, an exhibitor, or an attendee for the FGCCT Standard Flower Show "April in
Paris". Our Committee has had a busy spring and summer preparing for the Show, and there
are many lessons from our journey that you can take back to your Club for your own Show.
You can learn all about the different roles that comprise a Flower Show committee in the
National Garden Clubs, Inc. (NGC) Handbook for Flower shows, 2017 edition (Handbook).

Read MORE

http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/33ee5615-c4ff-44b7-88c7-256e7a9064bc.pdf
https://ctgardenclubs.org/events/
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/62f48fce-5c28-4022-b84b-173d90f58dd9.pdf
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/3011d241-ad87-4806-8359-b122ac7ab77a.pdf
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To download a copy of the schedule of "April in Paris" and learn all about the places you'll go,
and sights you'll see, visit our WEBSITE. Next months' article will take you further on your
journey to "April in Paris" and how to "put on a show".

Pat Dray, Publicity Chair
FGCCT, Inc. State Flower Show "April in Paris"

NGC LANDSCAPE DESIGN SCHOOLS AND COUNCILS
Newscape - Fall 2018

 Connecticut article by Sue Kelley and Regina Neal

In July, the Connecticut Landscape Design Council had the pleasure of touring O'Brien
 Nurserymen, LLC in Granby, CT followed by a tour of the private gardens of the D'Esopos in

Avon, CT.

John O'Brien is renowned for his hostas, but as we saw, he has developed an extensive
 inventory of plants that compliment the foliage of hostas and which thrive in a similar

environment. These included, but were not limited to, hellebores, trilliums,
 anemonellas, epimediums, mountain laurels, ferns, arisaemas, Japanese Woodland

peonies and many more woodland plants. He also has a delightful selection of
 understory trees that add dimension to a woodland canopy as well as gardens located

 in the sun with various dwarf forms found within the conifer family. If you have looked
 yearningly at pictures of gardens with beautiful conifers adding distinction to a winter
 landscape and thought, 'Beautiful...but where would I ever find such variety?'... you will

find it here. The sun gardens also have amazing daylilies and wonderful hybrid
 peonies, both herbaceous and ITOH. Strolling through John's gardens made us more

aware of the beauty to be found in all of the various forms, textures, colors, and
shapes of plant materials.

Read MORE
Read CT pages NGC Newsletter

ARTICLES OF INTEREST 

Exploits of a Boy in Paris
By Donna Nowak

One Sunday Afternoon, Our Little Hero, filled with Joie De Vivre, and thinking thoughts about
his friend, Le Petit Prince, succumbs to the allure of Paris. Setting his priorities, he tasks
himself with sending Postcards from Paris and seeking out Les Arts at the Pyramid of the

https://ctgardenclubs.org/events-overview/ct-flower-show/
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/60638f74-c525-48bb-8ae6-38d52de3aa89.pdf
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/723ee602-650f-433a-9660-a92b6254b0a5.pdf
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Louvre. He is keen to listen to Debussy's Symphonic Suite, "Printemps," view Monet's
Nymphéas and listen to a recitation of Victor Hugo's poem, "The Ocean's Song".

Read MORE

Summer Safari Garden Tour in Litchfield County
By Ronnie Schoelzel and Katherine M. Kosiba

The Connecticut Master Gardener Association (CMGA), an FGCCT Afiliate, recently
partnered with members of the Litchfield Garden Club (LGC) for their semi-annual meeting
and Summer Safari Garden Tour event that took place on July 11, 2018.  LGC President,
Diane Stoner and LGC member Ronnie Schoelzel allowed the CMGA access to their
exceptional garden properties along with arranging a third tour at the privately-owned historic
Oliver Wolcott Senior House gardens.   All three properties are registered with the Archives of
American Gardens of the Smithsonian Institute.  Each year the CMGA holds this event in a
different county to provide member Master Gardeners and their guests the opportunity to tour
unique gardens or sites of horticultural interest, socialize and receive an update on what their
organization is doing.   

Read MORE and for additional images.

Left to Right: Bruce Schnitzer's garden, Diane Stoner's garden and Ronnie Schoelzel's garden

Environmental Consultants Council's Summer Outing
By Barbara Deysson

On a perfect morning of August 14th, 23 of us boarded the SoundWaters sailboat at Captain's
Cove in Bridgeport. This is a three-masted ship representative of a 19th century sharpie
schooner. It is also a teaching vessel, and its subject is Long Island Sound.

We learned about some of the maritime history of the Sound as well as interesting tidbits on
water quality and marine life. Although the seas were calm, we did put up the sails and puffed

http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/0c522d4e-ccdf-4b24-a294-b07c712a2983.pdf
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/50b72fc4-2407-4b0b-8aef-287adf94db99.pdf
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Nancy Hargroves,
NGC President

along with a gentle breeze. The outing was sponsored by the Environmental Consultants
Council but was open to all.

Barbara Deysson, Environmental Consultants Council Chair.

National Newsletter - Keeping in Touch
August, 2018

Dear Members,

GOOD NEWS! PLANT AMERICA Community Project Grants will be
available again during this administration due to the success of fundraising
efforts and donations by individuals, clubs and states.  Visit our WEBSITE
to read entire newsletter.  

Northern Exposure
Newsletter of the New England Garden Clubs, Inc.

August, 2018

https://ctgardenclubs.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/KIT-August-2018-2.pdf
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Sue Hinkel, NEGC
Director

Director's Message:

It's my hope that you are enjoying these lovely summer days we've 
been having lately and that your gardens are reflecting all your 
hard work!  Visit our WEBSITE to read entire newsletter. 

Page numbers of interest for Connecticut residents in the Northern 
Exposure newsletter, as follows: pages 4-6; 11-13; and 25-27.   

Cheshire Garden Club Observes 50th Anniversary of
Beauty Spot of the Month Program

By Inge Venus

Back in 1968 a new program was launched by the Cheshire Garden Club that would
recognize the landscaping of front properties by both residential home owners as well as
public building owners and present them with the Beauty Spot of the Month award. The club's
Civics Committee members would drive throughout town from April all the way through
October to select the most beautiful property each month. The winners would have their
picture taken, be interviewed for the press release and The Cheshire Herald would publish
both awards each month.

Then, toward the end of the growing season, the club would present the Annual Landscaping
Award to one of the current Beauty Spot winners with a traveling silver bowl and an engraved
marble plaque for theirs to keep. This recognition of well-landscaped front properties has
served as an incentive for homeowners as well as businesses to beautify their own, making
the Town of Cheshire a beautiful place to live, indeed.

A special event took place on September 9, 2018, on the property of the May Beauty Spot
winner for this year.

Read MORE

https://ctgardenclubs.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/NER-newsletter-August2018.pdf
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/7167588c-1af1-4859-91cb-99a75fed868d.pdf
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North Haven Garden Club Dedicates New Pollinator Garden
to Founding Member Lois Stover 

By Cindy Golia

On August 29th at 6:30 PM, a very warm summer evening, twenty two members of the North
Haven Garden Club along with family, friends and First Selectman Michael Freda gathered to
honor the club's founding member Lois Stover.

North Haven Garden Club's newest pollinator garden, installed this year, was dedicated to 
Lois Stover, our founding member. The pollinator garden, which is located on the side 
entrance to the Historical Society Building, sits between two Red Bud trees planted a few 
years ago by the North Haven Garden Club for Arbor Day. In the center of the garden sits a 
birdbath along with a flat stone for butterflies to land on for rest and to warm their wings.  A 
large dedication stone which reads "THE LOIS STOVER GARDEN - FOUNDING MEMBER
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1954 - NORTH HAVEN GARDEN CLUB" was engraved for the special occasion. Most of the
perennial flowers were donated from many of the North Haven Garden Club members'
gardens, giving more meaning to the garden itself.

Read MORE

Youth Activities
By Dottie Fox 

I believe October and November are the best months to work with our youth on gardening,
pollinator and conservation projects. We are cleaning up our gardens and yards, saving
seeds for the coming year, and planting trees and shrubs that will provide food and shelter for
our "feathered friends".

Click HERE for some suggestions for upcoming projects during this season:

News of Our Donations by Garden Clubs
We thank the following Garden Clubs for their recent donations to the FGCCT Scholarship
Fund, and the Garden Therapy Fund. Our appeal is still ongoing for the remainder of the year
to give all of our clubs the opportunity to make a contribution in the amount of their choosing
and forward it to our Office Headquarters at P. O. Box 854, Branford, CT 06405.

Scholarship:
The West Hartford Garden Club $1,000

Margareta Kotch, Scholarship Chair
margareta.kotch@icloud.com

Garden Therapy:
North Stonington Garden Club  $50

Peggy Lajoie, Garden Therapy Chair 
mlaj123@sbcglobal.net

Legislative News/Government Action

http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/9677137f-78ec-44ff-8310-c2ec66c554b0.pdf
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/da01b6ba-21dd-476b-92c1-b98f93b9b41f.pdf
mailto:margareta.kotch@icloud.com
mailto:mlaj123@sbcglobal.net
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By Gerri Giordano

PUBLIC LANDS SHOULD ALWAYS HAVE A PUBLIC VOICE.

On November 6th, Connecticut voters can vote "YES" to amend the Connecticut Constitution
as follows:

1. A Public Hearing would be required before state-owned public lands can be sold,
swapped, or given away.

2. A 2/3rds majority vote in Legislature would be required for valuable public lands held by
DEEP and Dept. of Agriculture (State Parks, Forests, Ag Lands, Wildlife Mgt Areas,
farmland easements).

Gerri Giordano
Legislation/Government Action Chair

Eye on Horticulture - August/September 2018
Reported by Renee Marsh

A Sucker for Sumac 

The most common response I get when mentioning sumac is "isn't that poisonous?"
Sigh...An entire genus condemned because of one member who has since been botanically
disowned but more about that later. Sumac, the common name for Rhus, grows in East Asia,
Africa, and North America and has a long history of culinary and medicinal use, especially in
the Middle East.  It fact the word 'sumac' comes from the Arabic "summāq" meaning "red."
Native Americans also knew its value and made a tart drink out of the fruit. 

From a design standpoint, I find our native sumacs striking and somewhat exotic looking.
With distinctly textured pinnate leaves, spikes of yellow flowers from early to mid-
summer, showy red-purple fruit lasting into winter and brilliant fall colors, what's not to like? 
Plenty as you will find out. - If you like well-behaved shrubs, stop reading here.

On a recent garden tour in Litchfield, everyone was drawn to this plant in a border of shrubs.
Tiger-Eyes Cutleaf Sumac (Rhus typhina 'Tigereye Bailtiger') is no wallflower - see image
below. It has eye-catching chartreuse foliage in spring, lemon-lime foliage in summer, and
scarlet/ orange in fall plus it has rosy-pink leaf stems. It grows into an upright, rounded form
about 6 feet tall and as wide. Drop dead gorgeous but I had to laugh when one nursery
website simply said "give this plant lots of room as it likes to spread its wings". Oh my. Not
wings, suckers.

This is not a plant for a small garden or border.  It is a dwarf cultivar of our native Staghorn
Sumac (Rhus typhina) which you can see forming large colonies along many a highway in
Connecticut. You can take advantage of its spreading rhizomes if you have an area to fill. It is
especially helpful in controlling erosion on hillsides and rocky terrain.  If you have a very large

http://www.ctgardenclubs.org/
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Rhus typhina 'Laciniata'

yard or acreage, sumac can be used as a buffer plant or a transitional plant between tamed
and wild areas. Its spread can be controlled somewhat by cutting some or all of the stems to
ground level in early spring before growth begins but regrowth is, shall we say, vigorous.

There are two other Staghorn sumac cultivars I sometimes see in nurseries -
Laceleaf (Rhus typhina 'Laciniata') and Cutleaf (Rhus typhina 'Dissecta') and yes, they
sucker.  Both form multi-stemmed shrubs or small trees with finely cut, fern-like leaves.
Smaller than the species they will still reach 9-15 feet tall with a spread of 15-20 feet.  They
are criticized as leggy but I find the shape attractive especially when surrounded by native
perennials and grasses. For me, they are much more dramatic than the usual stand of non-
native, suckering hedge plants (like lilac and forsythia) and provide food and habitat for
our native birds and animals to boot.

Rhus typhina 'Dissecta'

Another member of the family that is increasing in use as a ground cover is Fragrant Sumac
'Gro-low' (Rhus aromatica 'Gro-low') - see image below. It gets only 2 to 3 feet tall and
spreads out to about 8 feet. The flowers and fruit are not notable but the glossy leaves
change to orange-red in autumn. Nothing real flashy but it takes heat, drought, and poor soil
with no complaint. I used it to stabilize a steep, rocky bank that was ravaged by voles and
weeds. It took a few seasons to establish and now, it owns that slope. In this land of rock and
ledge, it is one to have in your tool box.

So, an attractive native plant that can be used to great effect in the landscape with some
caveats. If sumac doesn't work in your garden, just admire it when you drive along in the fall.
Oh and those nasty relatives poison ivy, poison oak and poison sumac? They have been
reclassified from Rhus into the genus Toxicondendron. Thank goodness. A plant can have
only so many downsides.

Renee Marsh
Horticulture Chair
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Rhus typhina 'Tigereye Bailtiger' Rhus aromatica 'Gro-low'

Deadline to submit articles/photos, ads and calendar events for the December/January issue
of the Connecticut Federation News is November 10, 2018.  Please submit to:

ARTICLES/PHOTOS
Joan Burgess
CFNewsManager@ctgardenclubs.org

ADVERTISING
Barbara Rombald
PO Box 854, Branford, CT 06405
203.488.5528
fgcctoffice@gmail.com

CALENDAR
Ellie Tessmer
calendarcf@yahoo.com

Direct Circulation Queries to: Office Secretary, FGCCT, PO Box 848, Branford, CT 06405

The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc.
ctgardenclubs.org/

Website    Calendar of Events    Education    Scholarship Program    Contact Us 
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Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc., PO Box 854, Branford, CT 06405 
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