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Container Grown Plants 

Reference: Handbook for Flower Shows, 2017, P58 

 

I.  Schedule Requirements for all container-grown plants 

 A.   Length of time in exhibitor’s possession before exhibiting: 90 days. 

  Exception: multiple and combination plantings: 6 weeks 

B. Schedule determines if self-multiplying and/or multiple plantings are permitted/prohibited. 

C. Staking is permitted; must be unobtrusive. 

D. Schedule indicates the type of staging provided for hanging containers. 

E. Schedule should give the genus or binomial and the common name.  Exhibitor lists binomial + 

cultivar if appropriate and known. Be careful: Plants are often marketed with “catchy” names, 

but have an official scientific name as well.  Ex.: Bobo Hydrangea is the name advertised, but   

the scientific name is Hydrangea paniculate Ilvobo.  The popular Knock-out rose  actually  

has specific cultivar names:  

F. Classes are determined by genus, type, growth habit, container size. 

G. Foliage plants classified by genus, type, cultivar, leaf markings, growth habit, container size 

H. Plants in flowering plant classes must have flowers. 

I. Schedule states any restrictions on containers regarding size, type, double-potting. 
 

II.   Judging considerations for all container-grown plants  

A.   Plant size must be in proportion to size of container 

B.   Mechanical damage faulted less than evidence of insect and disease. 
 

III.  Judging considerations for foliage container-grown plants. Horticulture Scale of Points HB, p.129 

 A.  Grown primarily for attractive, interesting leaves, not blossoms. 

 B.   May have insignificant flowers: indicates maturity and proper culture 

 C.   Factors when considering the foliage as the major attraction: 

  1.  Abundant 

  2.  Characteristic, symmetrical or  typical growth pattern 

  3.  Fresh, attractive color with variegation clearly marked. 

  4.  Form: according to type, cultivar; size appropriate for type or cultivar 

  5.  Condition should be unblemished, stems and leaves well hydrated, alert posture. 

  6.  Treating with shine enhancing substance is prohibited. 

  7.  Stem: proportional in length and strength to amount of foliage; compact internodes. 
 

IV.  Plants in Decorative Containers:  A Sub-section of Container-Grown plants 

             A.  Suitable container for growing a healthy plant: provision for good drainage, drip pan. 

B. Compatible in color, texture, shape and size to plant material 

C. Considered under Staging  
 

V.   Considerations for selecting container-grown plants 

 A.   Anticipated site must meet light and humidity requirements 

 B.   Plants should harmonize with surroundings 

 C.   Skills and preferences of grower determine success: grooming, health, watering, safety factors. 
 

VI.   Advantages of growing plants in containers 

A. Customizing soil 

B. Controlling water and nutrients 

C. Decorative use 

D.    Mobility 
 

VII.  Exhibiting in the Standard Flower Show: possibilities for defining sections/classes 

A.  Single plant   B. Multiple  C.  Self-multiple   D. Combination planting 
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      Begonia            

Family: Begoniaceae 

The Begonia is of tropical origin.  First discovered in Santo Domingo in 1690 by Charles Plumier, he 

named it in honor of his patron Michel Begon.  The familiar wax begonia, B. semperflorens, originated in 

Brazil.  The genus now contains over 1,300 species.    
 

I.  Monoecious: having separate male and female flowers on the same plant.  (Begonia) 

     Dioecious:  bearing male and female flowers on separate plants.  (Ilex: Holly) 

     Perfect flower:  having both male and female reproductive parts in same flower.  (Petunia) 
 

II.  Begonia Classifications   Begonias are classified by the type of roots they have. 

 A. Fibrous  

1.  Cane stemmed/Angel wing: foliage, also has strings of ¼” flower clusters 

2.  Winter flowering: Rieger hybrids  (Hiemalis)  Rounded leaves, flower clusters  

3.  Hairy stemmed (hirsute) 

4.  Bush type (wax)  B. semperflorens bedding, everblooming; foliage usually thick, smooth  

     and shiny; adapts to sun.     

 

B. Rhizomatous (rex-cultorum)  

       1.  Bold, eye-catching foliage which varies from 1” long to 3” wide.  

       2.  Creeping or upright rhizomes;  coloration affected by growing conditions.  

       3. Leaf surfaces vary from smooth to puckered, rippled, ruffled. 

 

C. Tuberous: Tuberhybrida, Rieger-elatior types 

       1.   Multiflora, huge blooms, vibrant colors 

2.   Pendula (trailing or scandent) 

3.   Distinguished by swollen base on stems or a tuber;  

4.  Winter dormant 

III.  Distinctive attributes 

A. Offer many variations of leaf shapes and sizes. 

B. Color of leaves range from green to brown, bronze to variegated. 

C. Forms can be upright, horizontal, pendant, bushy.  

D. Adaptable to container growing or open bedding. 

E. Textures vary from shiny and waxy to hairy, smooth to roughly textured, crimped.   

F. New introductions add to attention demanding qualities.  Nautilus swirled. 
 

IV.  Propagation 

A. Fibrous rooted are easily grown from seed.  Exception is the double flowered ones, which are 

sterile. 

B. Vegetative propagation:  

1. Beware of cuttings taken from disease infested plants. 

2. Cuttings taken from flowering parents will not branch freely.  
 

V.  Care and Culture 

 A.  Frost sensitive. 

 B.  Acidic soil 

 C.  Bright light, shade from hot sun 

 D.  Weak feeding with a balanced fertilizer. 

 E.  Rex-cultorum hybrids enjoy bright light and extra warmth; foliage more radiant. 

 F.  Good drainage; tolerant of short droughts. 

 G. Room to expand: draping over edges of container, suitable for hanging containers. 

 H. Stems tend to be brittle, breaking easily.  If this happens, use to propagate new plans. 
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VI.  Common diseases 

       Bacterial Leaf Spot:  caused by excess moisture, high temperatures (80-90 degrees)      

       Powdery Mildew: A fungus causes powdery white spots to form on lower and upper leaf surfaces.  

       Botrytis Blight  Lower leaves turn yellow and drop. Appears wilted but doesn't recover after being      

             watered. begonia's root system becomes water-soaked and discolored.  
 

       Prevention: Begonias that are properly cared for have far less risk of contracting one of the begonia     

diseases. For adequate ventilation, Begonia plants should be planted a minimum of 9 inches apart. They 

should only be watered when the top soil is dry to the touch. Avoid splashing the begonia's foliage with 

water and do not use overhead irrigation systems. Begonia plants should never be placed in direct sunlight. 
 

Read more: Begonia Diseases | Garden Guides http://www.gardenguides.com/74993-begonia-diseases.html#ixzz14EtAxgDr 
 

VII.  Judging Considerations for foliage Begonias. See also Horticulture Exhibiting & Judging, P. 31 

 A.  Correctly named according to genus and cultivar.  Specific epithet may be added when known. 

B.   Stems evenly distributed for compact, balanced plant.   

C. Foliage sufficient to clothe stems. 

D. Even distribution of flowers if in a flowering class. 

E. Stipules should not be detached; dry;  nondeciduous stipules are not penalized. 

F. Color distinction: some have bands of contrasting colors, others are stippled, blotchy. 

G. Leaf undersides can be dynamically contrasting to top surface color. 

H. Substance should be fleshy, well hydrated, alert. 

I. Textures can vary, but should not be dried or thinning. Hairy (hirsute) surfaces should be 

consistent. 

J. Grooming includes freedom from water spots and dust; dried, spent stems/leaves/flowers 

removed.   

K. Stems should be stiff, not limp; sturdy, robust enough to hold foliage comfortably. 

L. Leaves are usually asymmetrical, placed alternately on stem. 

M. Soil in container should appear at an even height, free of debris.  Sufficiently below lip of 

container to allow for watering without soil spilling over. 
 

VIII.  Top Exhibitor Awards 

 A.  Grower’s Choice Award   P. 41 

  1. Section Award for Container Grown Plants 

  2. Unlimited number may be awarded in any one SFS to different sections. 

  3. All general and horticulture award requirements for TEA’s required. 

  4. Classes in each eligible section must have some common characteristic: genus, growth 

      habit, type,  
                               
 B.  Award of Horticultural Excellence  P. 40 

 1.  Horticulture Division Award 

 2.  Only one per Standard Flower Show 

 3.  All general and horticulture award requirements must be met. 

 4.  Winning exhibit may also have won a section Top Exhibitor Award;  

      also available to those exhibits in sections where a TEA is not offered.  

 5. If a Section Top Exhibitor Award has been awarded, the Division Top Exhibitor Award  

     cannot be denied.  Rationale: both require a score of 95+, must be a blue ribbon winner  

    and be correctly and completely named; therefore both are deserved. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gardenguides.com/74993-begonia-diseases.html#ixzz14EtAxgDr
http://www.gardenguides.com/74993-begonia-diseases.html#ixzz14EtAxgDr
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IX. Writing a Section in a Flower Show Schedule                            2017 Handbook for Flower Shows P 2 

 

Division      Composed of Sections                Horticulture 

 

Section        Group of classes with similar characteristics/requirements      Minimum 3 classes per Section 
 

Class        Group of exhibits conforming to same requirement                 No minimum number of entries. 
 

Exhibit        Individual entry classified, placed w/in a class                         Minimum 20 exhibits in Division 

 

 Colors of Summer              Colors of Summer 
      An NGC Flower Show                 An NGC Flower Show 

Division I  Horticulture  “A Rainbow of Colors”                   Division I Horticulture “A Rainbow of Colors”            

     Section A  Container-grown Begonias     Section B Cut annuals/perennials  

                    “Angelic Colors”                                                                  “Color My Garden” 

         Eligible for Grower’s Choice Award                                          Eligible for Award of Merit 

      Container not to exceed 10” D and 12” H                         Specimen must be a single stem with flower(s) and  

              foliage in a clear transparent container  

              Wedging material available at entry table..                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                     

Class 1. Begonia    Fibrous root,: Flowering    Class 1. Lantana 

 a. Cane stemmed      a. L. hybrida  

 b. Reiger hybrids      b. L. montevidensis 

 c. B. semperflorens (Wax Begonias)   Class 2. Penta 

Class 2. Begonia Rhizomatous root:(Rex cultorum) Foliage Class 3. Salvia  

Class 3. Begonia Tuberous root: Flowering   Class 4. Verbena 

        Class 5. Any other summer flower 

 

Scale of Points for Flowering or Foliage, Cut or Container-grown specimens. HB Page 129 

 

Conformance    5    Adherence to class requirements  

 Refers to the description for this particular class:the factors that place the exhibit in this class as 

 opposed to another.  Must be the correct number of stems/flowers.  Could be the genus, species, 

 color, size, form or other identifying characteristic.  Does not refer to the correctness of name, 

 number of leaves, or correct length of stem. Those things are penalized under Plant Identification, 

 Form, and Size, respectively.      If exhibit does  not  meet  all the  specifications  for the class  

 all 5 points are penalized.  It’s all or nothing! 
 

Plant Identification   5     

 The name as it appears on the entry card MUST be written on the PS form at the top. 

 Begonia is the genus name and must be on the entry tag. If it is a hybrid, the cultivar needs to 

 appear as well. Genus with Trademark name will suffice for NGC exhibits. 
 

Peak of Perfection             75   Show worthiness of the spicimens 

 Form 20                                        Overall 3D shape of specimen and individual parts 

 Container grown plants are first considered for their balanced appearance in the 

container: Is growth evenly balanced, not growing to one side, seeking light?  Begonias 

tend to be asymmetrical in growth, but should not be so extreme as to leave ½ or more of 

the soil visible in the container.  Many times multiple plants are planted in a single 

container to create a full appearance.  This is acceptable as long as they are identical. 

Penalty for imbalance 1-3 points. 
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       Form    20  continued…. 

 Leaves are asymmetrical as well, some more extreme than others.  Shape is likened to an 

angel’s  wing.  Sometimes become misshapen because of overcrowding, cold, lack of light, 

disease or infestation of insects. Penalty 1-4  Make a note of malformation only; other 

problems considered under grooming/staging, condition/blemishes. 

 Flowers should be evenly distributed on multiple stems; may occur singly, in strings, 

or clusters.  Form of flowers varies in size and form according to type .   

Penalty for irregularity in form of flowers 1-5 points. 

 

Color  20          Visual perception of hues, shades, tints and tones of all parts of the specimen       

 Intensity of color of flowers varies according to species.  May be naturally pale or 

vibrant.  Surface glistens and adds to dynamics of the color.  Color should be consistent 

on all petals and from flower to flower. Anthers bright yellow with yellow pollen.  

Dullness, degrees of faded blossoms penalty 1-5. 

 Leaves may be a light green, dark green, bronze, brown, have bands or pink, purple, 

red, green, etc. depending on species.  Underside may have contrasting color. 

Consistency in brightness and pattern is important.  Brown spots caused by disease 

interrupts the color.  Noted under color fault 1-5 penalty. 

 Stems may be of contrasting color to leaves and/or flowers. Hirsute stems and 

leaves tend to lessen impact.  

  

Maturity/Size 20   Ideal stage of development for the specific plant exhibited. 

 Plant should be branched and exhibiting growth habit of species.  A single stem in a 

container has not reached it potential for growth.  Penalty for immaturity 1-5. 

 Flowers vary in size on same plant because of their being either male or female.   

If size of flowers is noticeably smaller than expected for species/cultivar 1-5 penalty. 

Condition/Blemishes 15  Physical appearance of the specimen at time of judging. 

 Condition considerations encompass hydration, broken stems, damaged leaves, flowers, spent  

 flowers   Penalty 1-5 

 Blemishes include damage done to leaves and flowers incurred from incorrect watering habits, 

 spots, curled edges, etc.  Penalty 1-5 

 

Grooming/Staging   15 

 Grooming 10   Actions taken by the exhibitor to improve the appearance of the specimen. 

 Includes anything the exhibitor can do to improve the appearance of the  specimen: removing all 

 evidence of debris, spent leaves, blossoms, broken stems, cleaning soil surface and container.   

 May not add anything to surface of leaves.  Penalty for imperfect grooming 1-5 

 Staging       5    Presentation of the specimen 

 Includes choosing the correct container as to size, shape, material, color and texture.  Soil level 

 should be sufficient to contain roots and support plant. Penalty for unsuitable container 1-3 

 

TOTAL              100 

 

Note: When trying to determine how many points to penalize for a fault, consider the total points allotted. 

How many factors under the primary heading are to be considered? How severe is the fault? 

To what degree does the fault affect the overall appearance? 

Unless the requirement is totally absent, never subtract all the allotted points. 

 

When completing point scoring forms, try to supply at least one comment for every 5 points the quality is 

worth. Form 20 points, merits 4 comments; Grooming 10 points, merits 2 comments. 


