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Minutes of the Board Meeting – May 16, 2018 

 

Present: Polly Brooks, Cheryl Cappiali, Barbara Deysson, Pat Dray, Arlene Field, Dottie 

Fox, Gerri Giordano, Shirley Hall, Jennifer Haddon, Shelley Hedberg, Peggy Lajoie, 

Susan Laursen, Nancy Lenoce, Kathleen Lindroth, Terry Lubman, Carol Lubus, Trish 

Manfredi, Renee Marsh, Gini Mita, Dee Mozzochi, Donna Novak, Karin Pyskaty, Cathy 

Ritch, Martha Shea, Janet Spaulding, Carol Steiner, Ellie Tessmer.     

Excused: Jeanette Barrows, Joan Burgess, Krista Fiorini, Jan Hickcox, Holly Kocet, 

Margareta Kotch, Nan Merolla, Becky Paul, Jane Polacco, Helen Pritchard, Ronnie 

Schoelzel, Inge Venus and Jane Waugh.     

First Vice President Arlene Field welcomed everyone, and called the meeting to 
order at 10:05 AM. The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of 
the United States of America led by Carol Steiner.  We spent a moment of silence in 
memory of Holly Kocet’s mother. Former presidents and honorary board members 
Dee Mozzochi and Donna Nowak were welcomed.  1st VP Field thanked Susan 
Laursen, Cheryl Cappiali, Martha Shea and Ellie Tessmer for our morning 
refreshments.   
 
Recording Secretary:  Karin Pyskaty 
March 14, 2018 Minutes:   Approved as corrected to indicate that Donna Nowak was 
present.   
 
Reading of the Standing Rules was postponed until after updates have been made 
and approved.  

 

Next meeting 

Wednesday – July 18, 2018 

The Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station 

123 Huntington Street, New Haven 

   Hostesses:  Dottie Fox, Cathy Ritch, Janet Spaulding, Jane Waugh  
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President: Inge Venus   (Report read by Arlene Field) 
 
Even though I personally was not able to attend our 89th Federation Annual Meeting 
on April 18th at Aqua Turf, the feedback from many of the 320 members in 
attendance was quite positive. 
 
Expertly organized by Meetings Chair Nan Merolla, with an added program bonus 
organized by Judges Council Chair Trish Manfredi of a demonstration of new 
abstracting design techniques by five council members, and the main program by 
Karen Bussolini’s ‘Naturescape Your Yard’ made for a full day of program activities.    
 
First Vice President Arlene Field conducted the business meeting on my behalf and 
handed out six presidential citations to Board members, past and present, for 
exceptional performance during their term. 
 
Nominating Chair Gerri Giordano presented the Nominating Slate, and the following 
three new Board members were voted in:    Books Chair Jennifer Haddon; 
Horticulture Chair Renee Marsh; and Tours Coordinator Kathy Lindroth who 
presented a five-minute captivating power point of her upcoming trip to Montreal in 
mid September. 
 
I am delighted to see that our website is kept current – both on the home page as 
well as the Events page – with dozens of current photos featured from the Annual 
Meeting. 
 
A month before our Annual Meeting state presidents were approached by our 
National Garden Clubs, Inc. Newsletter Editor of Keeping in Touch  to recommend a 
garden club in their state whose involvement with a historic home and garden was 
exceptional.   I got in touch with members of the Suffield Garden Club and together 
with several members of their garden committee compiled a write-up with 
accompanying photos of their Hatheway House and Period Garden. 
 
I submitted their entry to NGC Editor Phyllis White who was quite complimentary.   
Much to my delight and the members of the Suffield Garden Club, Connecticut’s 
entry was one of eight featured in the May issue NGC’s Keeping in Touch.   I have 
since received several emails of gratitude from the Suffield Garden Club. 
 
Around the same time I submitted a two-page article together with six photos on 
behalf of Connecticut to New England Garden Clubs’ Newsletter Editor of Northern 
Exposure, Nancy Atwell, for their next newsletter.   The topic deals exclusively with 
our 37th CT Annual Flower Show “Breath of Spring” under the competent 
stewardship of Cathy Ritch, supported by many hard-working committee members 
and volunteers and exhibitors, totaling over 350 this year. 
 



 3  
FGCCT Board Reports – May 16, 2018 

 

  

I also prepared a full-page report on behalf of our Federation of happenings during 
the first year of my administration and submitted it to NGC for their National 
Convention, which our First Vice President Arlene Field will be attending on my 
behalf. 
 
I continue to work closely with our News Manager Joan Burgess for her upcoming 
June/July issue of our CFNEWS. 
 
Corresponding Secretary – Carol Lubus  
Recently, I sent three get well cards to Dottie Fox, Trish Manfredi and Inge Venus as 
well as condolences to Holly Kocet.   Also, we have arranged the hostesses for 2018-
2019.  I respectively submit a suggestion that we ask hostesses per alphabetical 
order to allow fairness.  We seem to have the same volunteers and all should take 
part in providing refreshments for the Board. 
  
We also set up the Judges Council, the Environmental School and Beyond Beginning 
Floral Design Workshops for 2018-2019 at CAES. 
 
Treasurer: Shirley Hall  
 
Our total Balance Sheet assets as of April 30, 2018 were $392,756, an increase of 
$22,045 since our last board Meeting.   This increase can be attributed to receiving 
our payment from Northeast Expos for the Flower Show and dues payments from 
clubs and affiliates.  Event expenses during this period included Landscape Design 
School and the Annual Meeting, but I’m happy to say that both of these events 
yielded a net profit for The Federation.  Other major expenses during this two-
month period included payroll - which unfortunately continues to be above budget, 
plus our yearly payment to Constant Contact for distribution of our Federation 
NEWS and other email campaigns.  
 
A total of $45,864 of our assets is in the restricted funds of our 4 councils.  The 
councils control the distribution of their council funds plus their other funds, such as 
the Marita Wezowic Fund of the Judges Council and the Penny Jarvis Fund of the 
Gardening Consultants Council to name a couple.   The other $19, 138 in restricted 
funds is under the control of these Committees: Garden Therapy, World Gardening, 
Habitat for Humanity, Scholarship and the Regional Symposium account.  Payments 
and donations to all restricted funds can only be used for very specific purposes, not 
general expenses of The Federation.  And we just deposited donated funds to create 
a new restricted account, which you will hear more about later this morning.   
 
The accountant’s review has been completed and our form 990EZ has been filed.  A 
copy of the Balance Sheet as of April 30th and a P&L for the March-April period is 
attached to this report. 
 
A couple of reminders – checks for deposit should go to our Assistant Treasurer, 
Jane Polacco.  Jane also handles questions about annual 990-N IRS filings and 
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requests for Determination Letters to verify nonprofit status of individuals clubs.  
Invoices to be paid or requests for reimbursement should go to me accompanied 
with receipts.  The form is available on our web site and I usually have some forms 
with me at Board Meetings.  Those requests can be mailed, or the quicker way is to 
scan and email.  I try to respond the day I receive and most checks are processed 
with Bank of America online “bill pay.”   Also, a reminder that copies of all contracts 
for speakers or instructors at our schools or other events should be sent to me.   
 
As always, please contact me, preferably by email, with questions about financial 
matters and please let your Garden Club Treasurers know that Jane Polacco and I 
are here to assist them and any Board Members in any way we can.  If we don’t have 
the answers we will research and get back to you as soon as possible.   
          
First V.P.: Arlene Field   

As Headquarters Director, I report that Barbara Romblad’s activities included: 

 
 Processing payments from 123 member clubs for receipt of dues and 

updating the database of 6,494 members.  As of today, two garden clubs 
are delinquent and Polly Brooks is following up. 

 
 Affiliate organizations now total 19.  As of May 14, one remains delinquent 

in payment of dues and Polly is addressing that. 
 

 To date, 55 clubs have returned their Annual Reports and they have been 
distributed to the various Board chairs for the purpose of consideration 
for awards.   
 

 The Constant Contact list now includes 5,275 garden club members. As the 
reports are received, Barbara updates the membership list in our database 
and also the Constant Contact database. 
 

 Barbara continues to handle advertising for the CFNewsletter as well as 
countless email and telephone communications, many of which are quite 
detailed. 
 

As First Vice-President: 

 
In March, together with Polly Brooks, we staffed a Federated Garden Clubs 
information table at the Connecticut Master Gardener Symposium held at 
Connecticut College.  It was a pleasure to talk with attendees about the many 
benefits of garden club membership. 
Lastly, I continue to respond to the various inquiries that are routed to me via the 
“Contact Us” tab on our website. 
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Second V.P.: Polly Brooks  

In March, Arlene Field and I represented The Federation at the Connecticut Master 
Gardeners Association Symposium at Connecticut College in New London. 
 
The Office received an inquiry from the President/Treasurer of the Newtown 
Horticultural Society. They are considering pursuing an application for membership 
in The Federation. I have sent them copies of the By-Laws which explain steps they 
would need to take to follow through.  
 
I received applications for two Life Memberships. One has had to be rescinded as the 
intended recipient has passed away. Please take this as a gentle reminder to act on 
that impulse to say thank you sooner rather than later. 
 
The new website is wonderful. Four organizations applied for Affiliate status in the 
last few weeks. 
 

Motion: I propose Connecticut Northeast Organic Farmers’ Association (CT 
NOFA) for Affiliate Membership.  Motion carried 

 
Motion: I propose the Connecticut Chapter of the American Society of 
Landscape Architects (CT ASLA) for Affiliate Membership.  Motion carried 

 
Motion:  I propose Connecticut Landmarks for Affiliate Membership.  Motion 
carried 

 
Motion: I propose the Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation for 
Affiliate Membership.  Motion carried 

 
Most of the original list of clubs and Affiliates in arrears for dues as of April, and still 
for May, has been whittled to two clubs and one Affiliate. 
 
We continue to attempt to reach the representative for our Affiliate, Chelsea 
Gardens Foundation. Their telephone is disconnected. We have sent a letter and 
referred to two email addresses. 
 
The Sherman Garden Club intends to pay its dues. They thought their dues could 
wait until such time as their members declared individual intention to maintain 
their membership. Last year, we received their dues in October. Taken a bit aback, I 
asked if they didn’t have sufficient funds to pay their dues until all members 
responded. I was reassured they have the funds. Then their Treasurer exclaimed, 
“Oh! You mean… I should pay them now!” 
She intends to bring up this novel approach with her club’s President. 
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The President of the Woodside Garden Club and I are working together to solve 
some of that club’s dilemmas. 
 
 
 
Reports of Chairmen: 

Awards:  Janet Spaulding 

Please send in nominations for the Bronze Medal. We still have last year’s 
nomination of Jeff Marion from Wickham Park. 

Blue Star : Krista Swanson Fiorini  (Report read by Karin Pyskaty) 

As reported at the annual meeting 2 Blue Star Memorial Markers were dedicated in 
2017.  One by the Laurel  Garden Club of Beacons Falls and one by Milford Garden 
Club which brought the total in Connecticut to 11 markers.  So far in 2018, there are 
4 Blue Star dedications scheduled and one set of paperwork just received for a 
Memorial Marker. 
 
May 26th - Daytime Gardeners of North Haven will dedicate a Memorial Marker as 
part of a larger program the American Legion has planned before the town’s annual 
Memorial Day Parade.   It begins at 9:00am on the green.  
 
 June 14th, Flag Day - The Bridgewater Roxbury Garden Club will dedicate 2 
Memorial Markers; one in each town.  The Bridgewater ceremony will begin at 
11:00am.  The location is adjacent to the Bridgewater Library and Captain 
Burnham’s historic home.  Parking is available at the Congregation Church down the 
street.  The Roxbury ceremony, which is a short distance away by car, will begin at 
noon.  The location is at the cemetery which is walking distance from the Roxbury 
Town Hall.  Parking is available at the Town Hall, 29 North Street (Route 67).  
Andrea Little, NGC Blue Star Chair will carry out both of the dedications.   
 
June 16th - The Black Rock Garden Club of Bridgeport will dedicate a By-Way Marker 
at St. Mary’s by the Sea.  The ceremony begins at 9:30am on Gilman Street, Black 
Rock, CT.  The location is next to the garden club’s garden, adjacent to the beach.   
 
Paperwork from the Belltown Garden Club of East Hampton for a Memorial Marker 
has been received.  Dedication date TBD. 
 
Reminder:  A price increase for Blue Star Markers took effect May 1st.  Highway and 
Memorial Markers are now $1,530, a $60 increase and By-Way Markers are $510, a 
$20 increase.   
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Books: Jennifer Haddon  

Book sales totaled $507.00 at the Annual Meeting in April.   

Environmental Consultants Council: Barbara Deysson 

The Environmental Consultants Council has been struggling for the last few years as 
has the Environmental School. The Council is extremely small with only 18 
members, many of whom are no longer able or interested in attending meetings or 
activities.  

Clearly, the future of the Council is connected with the success of the school. We 
need to attract more people to the school. Jeanette and I feel that the best way to do 
that is to encourage Board members and members of the other councils to attend 
the school. Hopefully, these Board members and council members will then be 
ambassadors for the school in their garden clubs.  

I would like to take a few minutes to ask Board members who have taken the other 
schools, why the environmental has not appealed to them.  

We have planned two upcoming activities which will be open to Board members and 
members of the other councils:  

June 14th - an easy walk and presentation by Margery Winters at Roaring Brook 
Nature Center.  She will discuss birds, trees, butterflies, native plants, etc $7  

August 14th Soundwaters Sail on Long Island Sound leaving from Bridgeport - $25 
Limited capacity for both.  I will send around a signup sheet.  

Flower Show School: Pat Dray  

FSS Course III will be held at Kellogg Environmental Center in Derby, CT from June 
5-7. As of May 9, seven students have registered, four of whom are planning to take 
the exam. Registration is open until May 20, so we expect additional students will 
register. 
With the assistance of Trish Manfredi, I have notified the Judges Council Chairs of 
other states so that we will get further interest from out of state students. 
  
 
Gardening Consultants Council:  Ellie Tessmer 

a.      Preparations for Gardening School 2018 - committee; contact instructors. 
b.   Gardening Council plans August event at Rich Howard's grower of day lilies 
based in Wallingford.  
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Gardening School:  Cheryl Cappiali and Martha Shea  

There is nothing new to report since the last Board meeting. The instructors are all 
aligned and the GS Board will have a meeting in a few weeks.  
Shirley Hall will be announcing the receipt of the initial deposit of $5,000.00 for the 
Katherine Patrick Fund. I am thrilled to have our Katherine honored in this way, and 
am proud to have played a part. It is now open for anyone to contribute to this fund. 
I will, as well as other GS Board members.  
 
Judges Council: Trish Manfredi 
 
Judges Council has had three meetings in 2018:  with demonstrations of new design 
techniques by members at the Branford Fire House, courtesy of Eunice LaSala, as 
Jones was not available.  Judy Becker, American Orchid Society Judge presented the 
April program on judging orchids, and Mary Huntoon, Symposium/Flower Show 
School Instructor, from Massachusetts, demonstrated Exploratory Design, a 
fascinating category in the newest Division in a Flower Show: Botanical Arts, at 
yesterday's May meeting.  For this meeting, past participants in the Beyond 
Beginning Design Workshops were invited.  
 
Three clubs did unique centerpieces for the April Federation Annual Meeting, and 4 
judges and 1 student judge demonstrated design techniques from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m.  
Those attending the meeting responded with much enthusiasm to the 
demonstrations!  
 
For the fall Awards meeting, three clubs have already volunteered for centerpieces - 
need a 4th club!  Judges Council is organizing a 9-10 a.m. program "Mums the Word" 
for attendees to watch prior to the formal start of the Awards meeting. It will 
include a Design Challenge using chrysanthemums in a new Featured Plant Material 
Design, plus an exhibition of mums grown by judges from special cuttings ordered 
by our Hort chair, Maureen Carson. 
 
 
 Symposium:   Trish Manfredi 
 
The Symposium, to be held October 16-18th at Water's Edge,  Westbrook, has been 
listed on the NGC website.  The second allied topic speaker from the Certified 
American Grown Council has been confirmed. Registration materials are now 
available in hard copy and will be on the Federation website shortly.  Registration 
materials will be available at the NGC meeting in Philadelphia, including at the New 
England Garden Clubs session.  The Symposium is not just for judges!   All Board 
members, as well as all garden club members may attend on payment of registration 
fees.  Assistance in promoting the Symposium is appreciated. 
While we aim to break even, costs may exceed income.   We decided that a 
reasonable fee would encourage more participation, and the Marita Wezowiz Fund 
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may be used if needed.  For example, a Symposium in Maryland will be charging 
about $14 more per person, but their hotel room rates are $50 LESS! 
 
Landscape Design Council and School: Susan Laursen  

1. Landscape Design Council  

Our Landscape Design Council took our first field trip of the season to the Hartford 
Flower Show’s winner of the ‘Award for Design Excellence’. The owner of Aqua 
Scapes of CT toured us around their various waterscape features on their Portland 
property. He then took us to see a residence water installation. Afterwards we 
gathered for a relaxing and fun lunch. We had 10 council members at the event.  

More events are planned for this summer. We have some extra funds, which will 
give us the latitude to provide some free events for our council members. Our 
balance from membership dues is currently over $7000.  

2. Landscape Design School  

Our March school was once again successful despite an impending snowstorm. We 
had 44 attendees, 37 of which were seeking credit. As a result, 4 more students have 
now met the Consultant criteria.  

The school was once again profitable and we will be having our next school March 
26 and 27, 2019.  

Legislation/Government Action: Gerri Giordano 

Bills on the Environmental Watch list - 2018 

Out of 36 Bills on the Environmental Watch list that I have been following, 14 passed 
and 22 failed. 

Some of the important bills that have passed that I have been following: 

Bill prohibiting use of automatic misting systems  

The conveyance of certain parcels of state land 

Climate change planning and resiliency 

Some of the bills that failed: 

The State water plan 

Hydraulic fracturing waste in Ct. 

Disposition of the former Seaside Sanatorium 

The use of flame retardant chemicals in children’s products 
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The designation of certain State Refuges for wildlife 

Establishing a moratorium on the use of recycled tire rubber at municipal and public 
school playgrounds. 

You can see that a lot more effort must be put in to getting some of these bills 
brought up again at the next legislative session and passed. 

Meetings: Nan Merolla (Report read by Karin Pyskaty) 

FGCCT’s 89th ANNAUAL MEETING AND LUNCHEON: April 18, 2018 at the Aqua Turf 
Country Club, Plantsville, CT  

REGISTRATION: 326, representing 66 Clubs; 31 Luncheon Tables  

GUESTS: 10 planned, including: FGCCT President, who was unable to attend; Karen 
Bussolini, program speaker; six designers, who did “Technique Demonstrations;” 
and two from FGCCT Office, who did the check-in and name badges.  

VENDORS: 11, who sold $8,981.00 of their items, which yielded $898.10 for FGCCT. 
Vendors really like the full hour of selling time between the meeting and lunch. All of 
the vendors expressed interest in coming to the October Meeting. The FGCCT Books 
Table sales were $507.00 which is credited to Books. The 2-sided color Vendor Flyer 
was received well again and members commented that it was a good take away and 
gave them contact information for the vendors.  

THE DRAWING: The Drawing raised $1,207.00 for FGCCT. Many thanks to Janet 
Spaulding, Donna Nowak, Jong Fabian and Carole Fromer from the Country 
Gardeners of Glastonbury who helped again with the drawing. We did the Drawing 
live again, having members draw tickets from each bag. We gave each item to the 
winner as the ticket was pulled. Drawings for the table centerpieces were done at 
each table.  

TOTAL INCOME, VENDORS AND THE DRAWING: $2,105.10.  

CENTERPIECES: Beautiful and inventive table centerpieces were provided by Morris 
Cove Garden Club, Wilton Garden Club, and the Garden Club of Avon.  

TECHNIQUE DEMONSTRATIONS “Better Than YouTube!”: From 9 – 10 am five 
FGCCT designers demonstrated new techniques from the 2017 NGC Flower Show 
Handbook. They also continued their demonstrations during the time after the 
program speaker and the serving of luncheon. 5 half-moon tables were arranged in 
a circle in the corner area in front of the bar. Many thanks to the designers: Margaret 
Colby, Larry Huzi, Cindy Marien, Carol Martens, and Cathy Ritch. Unfortunately, 
Trish Manfredi, who organized this interesting event, was injured and not able to 
attend. Designers were FGCCT “guests” for the luncheon.  

STAGE SET-UP: There was a raised stage with a podium with wired microphone, a 
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lavaliere microphone and two chairs. The 12 x 12’ screen was raised above the 
center of the stage. Mike Solimine of Gasp Video Productions projected the speakers 
and the PowerPoint presentations. A table and chair was set up next to the stage for 
the speaker to sell and sign her books.  

CHECK-IN: Barbara and her sister capably organized the name badges by Club and 
creatively decorated the check-in tables. Staff from Aqua Turf was not needed.  

AQUA TURF: The staff was extremely helpful and allowed changes to meal counts up 
to the day before the event. I did a walk-thru with the floor plan the week before 
with one of the catering managers and facilities manager to go through all the 
details. I plan to do this before every meeting. The meal courses came out on time 
and were cleared quickly. Each table had adequate and attentive servers. They also 
accommodated members with dietary restrictions – gluten-free, low-salt, dairy, and 
even an “All Organic” meal. Everyone at my table liked their meals.  

REGISTRATIONS: I continue to rent a box at our local UPS store to receive all the 
registrations. Most registrations came by mail with checks enclosed. Some members 
emailed me lists of people who would be attending, saying that their checks would 
be sent later, however I made it clear to all that seats/tables would not be held 
without paid reservations. There were 66 Online Registrations (up from 28 in Oct.) 
There were many comments from members who registered online about how easy 
it was.  

OVERALL: Although we missed Inge, I think the meeting went well and the ballroom 
looked very nice, bright, and spring-like with the light blue tablecloth overlays. 
Members were complimentary about the technique demonstrations, speakers, 
vendors, and the organization of the meeting.  

NEXT MEETINGS:  

• 89
th 

Awards Meeting: October 24, 2018  

• 90
th 

Annual Meeting: April 17, 2019  

• 90
th 

Awards Meeting: October 30, 2019  

Program:  Gini Mita  

Our speaker for the Annual Meeting and Luncheon on April 18, 2018, Karen 
Bussolini, was a great success.  Feedback from attending Garden Club Members was 
very positive with many members commenting on how much they had learned 
during her presentation.  Her handouts were greatly appreciated. 
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The total cost for our speaker was $555.00 - $500.00 for the presentation and 
$55.00 for mileage/tolls.  Karen did give us a break on her fee, which is usually at 
least $600.00 for a crowd of our size. 
 
She was a delight to work with and very accommodating.  A thank you note has been  
sent to Karen. 
 
Tours: Kathy Lindroth  
 
On March 8, I met with Brett Isaacson, Friendship Tours President, to discuss using 
his company to assist in trip planning for fall 2018.    A Task Force Committee 
meeting also expressed approval of using Friendship Tours for domestic trips when 
possible and possibly other agencies known to me for overseas tours.   
 
A tour to Montreal was quickly identified and subsequently fleshed out with private 
tours, meals, sightseeing and visiting the Chinese Lantern Festival at the Montreal 
Botanical Gardens.  This trip will take place September 13-16, 1028 at the cost of 
$1229 per person double, $1674 per person single, $80 per person donation to 
FGCCT with an additional $50 to be paid by non-members.   The trip quickly sold out 
and we are now on a wait list basis.  I held the number to 36 for this first trip.  
Originally, we insured success of the trip by giving FGCCT members priority sign-
ups until May 25.   After that date if space remained we would open it up to CT. Hort 
among other organizations.   
 
For a 2019 trip, Arkansas including P. Allen Smith’s Moss Mountain Farm as well as 
other gardens and arts establishments is in the works. 
I would also like to consider adding a trip in August 2019 to Maine.    
I would like to know the Board’s opinion of how many trips we should plan as well 
as how often we should go overseas.     Considering the speed at which Montreal 
sold out, I do think we can consider adding another small trip in 2019.    
Could the Board give their opinion on the following overseas locations to consider 
are Morocco, Spain, Portugal, Sicily, South Africa, Iceland or Norway.  
 
A brief discussion followed which Kathy will take under advisement. 
 
 
Youth Activities: Dottie Fox  

The garden clubs have sent in twelve youth reports for the Award of Excellence 
(projects conducted during school hours) and sixteen reports for the Luckner Youth 
Award (programs conducted outside of school hours). I am very happy that I 
revamped the youth activity report- I believe it made it easier for the clubs (several 
clubs sent in more than one report - because they work in different venues). Last 
year it was difficult to distinguish who, what, when and where they were working 
with the children. Can't wait to choose the winners!  
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The Colchester Garden Club is coordinating a planting station for children on June 
3rd from 1-3 P.M., with the current gardening book with Cathy Shea, as part of the 
National Trails Day. It is part of the Colchester Story Walk with the children's book, 
Lola Plants a Garden. The planted seeds will help pollinators or monarchs.  

National Trail Day is Saturday, June 2 - you can join the National Hiking Society- a 
501c3 nonprofit organization- it has different levels for joining-only $29 for seniors, 
etc. You will receive a Backpacker Magazine (worth $10). So take a hike with some 
children either in your family or town. Take photos and you can use it on your 
Luckner Youth Report for next year.  

Liaisons: 

CAES and Club Calendar – Ellie Tessmer  

Federated News: Calendar 
1. Prepared calendar:  Apr/May (6 pages) includes Plant Sales --2 month 

lead time.  June/July due on May 10th.   Many more May events came in 
after the deadline...added to web calendar. 

Federated Website: Calendar for Local Garden Club Events 
2. Prepared Local GC Events for : May/June/July : Lead time month before.  

Have club send in year's calendar  (yearbook) for projected dates ahead 
of time.  Weekly submits were added for May events. 

CAES Liaison  
1. website: www. agstationfriends.org.   There is a Facebook page link on the 

website.  

2. Membership information forthcoming.  CAES sustained budget cuts.  
www.ct.gov/caes.   See www.agstationfriends.org   for more details and what 
you can do to help. 

3. CAES noon lectures for spring 2018 at Jones Auditorium, 123 Huntington St. 
have completed. 

 
 Ellie also reported that she had been notified by Carol Donzella  of NRCS that the 
2018 Pollinator Posters which she ordered are now available.   

 
  

CONTINUING BUSINESS: 

1. Memorial Plaque for Katherine Patrick:  Ellie Tessmer notified Rick Cecerelli, 
at Lockwood Farms, to save a bench at the Bird and Butterfly Garden so we can have 
a plaque installed in memory of Katherine Patrick. 

2. Bylaws Review Committee: Donna Nowak. Chair, will meet with Arlene Field, 

http://www.ct.gov/caes
http://www.agstationfriends.org/
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Polly Brooks and Shirley Hall in the near future for proposed changes/amendments 
to our Bylaws.  

3. NEGC Second Annual Meeting:  Karin Pyskaty announced that the New England 
Garden Clubs’ Second Annual Meeting would take place at Water’s Edge Resort and 
Spa in Westbrook – October 15-16, 2018.  Online registration will be available on 
the FGCCT website. 

  
New Business:  

Cathy Ritch introduced the issue of conserving FGCCT resources.  Discussion 
ensued. 

Adjournment:  11:45 am 

Respectfully submitted,  

Karin Pyskaty. Recording Secretary 

Motion made by Polly Brooks: I propose Connecticut Northeast Organic 
Farmers’ Association (CT NOFA) for Affiliate Membership.  Motion carried 

 
Motion made by Polly Brooks: I propose the Connecticut Chapter of the 
American Society of Landscape Architects (CT ASLA) for Affiliate 
Membership.  Motion carried 

 
Motion made by Polly Brooks: I propose Connecticut Landmarks for Affiliate 
Membership.  Motion carried 

 
Motion made by Polly Brooks: I propose the Connecticut Trust for Historic 
Preservation for Affiliate Membership. Motion carried 

 


