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June - July 2018
Over the last couple of months, two major events have taken place - our Federation's 89th
Annual Meeting at Aqua Turf and the 89th National Convention in Philadelphia. A review of
both of these events is featured below.

Our website's club calendar is constantly being updated and featured many of the plant sales
and May markets held by our clubs as their major fundraiser. During June, a number of clubs
will be installing new officers at their Annual Meetings - we wish them well in their new
administration.

We continue to honor our veterans.  Two new Blue Star Memorial Markers are scheduled to
be dedicated on Flag Day and one was dedicated over the Memorial Day weekend in North
Haven as featured in the article below. In addition, we welcome our new Horticulture Chair's
very educational first report. Be sure to read it.

Joan Burgess
 News Manager

Quick link to June/July calendar - click HERE for print version

IN THIS ISSUE
President's Message

Annual Meeting Review

National Convention Review

UPCOMING EVENTS

Trip to Montreal

Flower Show Symposium in New England

Club Calendar

FLOWER SHOWS & SCHOOLS

Flower Show School - June 5-6

2019 CT Flower Show - April in Paris

ARTICLES OF INTEREST

Dedication of Blue Star Memorial Marker

http://www.ctgardenclubs.org/
mailto:CFNewsManager@ctgardenclubs.org
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/fb7f48b3-51a1-435c-a740-9b76ac172df5.pdf


2/21

National Newsletter - Keeping in Touch

CT Historic Home & Garden/Plant It Pink

North Haven Garden Club

Cohen Woodlands Butterfly Pollinator Garden

Arbor Day - By Manchester Garden Club

Youth Activities

Tribute Awards & Life Memberships

Donations by Garden Clubs

NEGC Northern Exposure Newsletter

Affiliates

Legislative News

Eye on Horticulture

President's Message

Greetings Fellow Gardeners,

Many of you have participated in your club's most important annual fundraiser this past month
and I trust that your club was rewarded handsomely at your May plant sale. Our gardens have
finally burst into full bloom, and the flowering trees and shrubs are a sight to behold.

A few clubs are in full swing preparing for their upcoming flower shows and garden tours. We
wish them and their participating members all the success they richly deserve.

Our Federation's 89th Annual Meeting went off without a hitch, and our Meetings Chair, Nan
Merolla, will give you a Review in her article below .

The National Garden Clubs' 89th Convention took place in Philadelphia last month, and
our First Vice President, Arlene Field, will report on that noteworthy event in her article below.

We continue to honor our Veterans this summer by having three of our garden clubs dedicate
Blue Star Memorial Markers in their communities.

Following are some upcoming events I'd like you to be aware of:

June 3-9 NATIONAL GARDEN WEEK.  Enjoy some of the many scheduled garden
tours. Enjoy the outdoors. Have fun.  Click HERE for the flyer. 

June 15 - DEADLINE FOR LOVE-LY GARDEN AWARD APPLICATION. Send your entry
to Joanne McKendry.

http://www.ctgardenclubs.org/
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/80413a37-0bcc-4489-b86e-0a69c784235d.pdf
mailto:joannevimck@aol.com
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August 8 - PLANT SCIENCE DAY - Lockwood Farm, Hamden, CT, 10:00 a.m. until 4:00
p.m. The schedule includes lectures, presentations, displays and demonstrations
throughout the day. A multitude of diverse organizations plan to be on hand to provide
insight and counsel on horticultural and environmental issues that affect all of us in our
gardening pursuits. Lots to learn all day from experts of The Connecticut Agricultural
Experiment Station (CAES) and others. Walk around many fields of organically grown
produce and enjoy the Bird and Butterfly Garden next to the pavilion.  Stop by our
Federation's Membership Exhibit.

August 15 - DEADLINE FOR TRIBUTE AWARD NOMINATIONS.  Send your
nominations to Polly Brooks, Second Vice President, at mlbrooks@optonline.net. See
article below.

October 1-3 - Gardening School, Course I at CAES.

October 24 - AWARDS LUNCHEON at Aqua Turf.

October 15-18- NEW ENGLAND GARDEN CLUBS ANNUAL MEETING and
SYMPOSIUM - Water's Edge Inn, Westbrook. Anyone is invited to attend - it is not just
for Judges. The meeting and lectures are open to all garden club members.

Many more details of Federation schools, tours and club events can be found on our website.
The club calendar is updated on a regular basis.  Also, our current Board of Directors list is
posted in the Members Area section. 

In closing, I know many clubs are celebrating their Annual Meeting this month and several will
be welcoming a new president and officers. Congratulations to all of the incoming officers.
You have important responsibilities and much fun ahead. I look forward to working with you
all. Let me know if I, or any of our Board members, may assist you with any of your club
projects or concerns.

In the Spirit of Conservation,
Inge

Spring Has Sprung - Our President's Garden!

mailto:mlbrooks@optonline.net
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Annual Meeting Review
By Nan Merolla

The 89th Annual Meeting of The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc., was held at the 
Aqua Turf Club on April 18, 2018, with 323 members in attendance, representing 66 Clubs.  It 
was truly a most inspirational and pleasurable event.

The meeting was called to order by First Vice-President Arlene Field, who presided at the 
meeting on behalf of President Inge Venus, who was unfortunately unable to a end because of 
illness. The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was given by Jane Waugh, former 
President and National Garden Clubs Board Member.

First Vice-President Field recognized three former Federation Presidents and Honorary Board 
Members present: Donna Nowalk, currently serving as our Bylaws Review Committee Chair; 
Ronnie Schoelzel, our Parliamentarian; and Jane Waugh, our Advisory Council Chair and 
Website Chair. She also welcomed two guests, Karen Bussolini, the program speaker, and Brett  
Isaacson, Friendship Tours President.

Read the entire report

National Convention Review 
By Arlene Field

Held in Philadelphia from May 21st through the 25th, the 2018 National Garden Clubs 
89th Annual Convention proved to be an extraordinary success by all accounts. The 
exchange of information and ability to converse with members from clubs across the 
country was invaluable. Everyone came away from the meeting with ideas on making 
their clubs better through engagement with members and the communities they serve.
441 attendees from across 48 states participated in the convention, along with a strong 
international presence from affiliate members from Central and South America. 
Connecticut attendees included former President Jane Waugh and NGC Board member 
Maria Nahom as well as me serving as the representative for our Federation as 
President Inge Venus was unable to attend.

http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/659c77a0-c78d-4486-a421-4d9b4d1d44f8.pdf
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Read MORE 

Gathering of state presidents from the New England Region

Seated L to R: Suzanne McCance, Massachusetts and Susan
Hinkel, New England Garden Clubs Director

Standing L to R: Judith Tarbox, Maine and NEGC Treasurer; Joyce
Kimball, New Hampshire; Blakely Szosz, Rhode Island; Caroline
Frey, Vermont; and Arlene Field, 1st VP Connecticut

UPCOMING EVENTS

Upcoming Trip to Montreal!

The 3-night trip to Montreal is SOLD OUT.  To put yourself on the wait list for this tour, 
please email Kathy Lindroth, FGCCT Tours Coordinator, at Lindroth@aol.com or call 
860.836.3407 (c) or 860.677.4807 (h).

Friendship Tours is handling the details.  A valid passport is required. 

http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/5a0393c4-1c00-45b2-bb94-3b9e37d3f7e5.pdf
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The 51st Flower Show Symposium in New England
By Trish Manfredi

When:  October 16-18, 2018

Where:  At the beautiful beach side Water's Edge Resort and Spa in Westbrook, CT.

It's not just for flower show judges - all garden club members and friends are welcome.
Tuesday afternoon and evening will include a presentation on the International Flower
Market by Jamal Ansari of East Coast Wholesale Flowers from Norwalk, and an introduction
to Certified American Grown Flowers by Ko Klover, Board member, Certified American
Grown Council, along with a reception and dinner.  On Design Day, Penny Decker from
Florida will showcase two new design types - Grouped Mass and Featured Plant Material
on Wednesday, October 17th, and Dot Yard, from Pennsylvania, will discuss Container
Begonias, and Broadleaf Evergreens on Thursday's Horticulture Day.  You can attend just
Tuesday afternoon/evening, the Design Day or the Horticulture Day, or all three days.

Click HERE for the registration form.

Questions can be directed to Trish Manfredi, Symposium Chair, or Kris Urbanik, Registrar

Water's Edge Resort & Spa

http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/a5831e0c-c1fb-4a50-bb46-e636e76dece9.pdf
mailto:ptmanfredi@cox.net
mailto:krisurb@cox.net
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The Federated Garden Clubs of CT Calendar of Events 
By Ellie Tessmer

Click HERE for the June/July Calendar
OR Click HERE for website calendar - All Events updated regularly

********************

Click HERE For
"How to Use the Event Calendar on the Website"

By Jane Waugh

FLOWER SHOWS & SCHOOLS

Flower Show School - June 5-7, 2018
By Pat Dray

Reminder to mark your Calendar for Flower Show School Course III - Learn More About the
New Handbook.

Flower Show School Course III will be held at The Kellogg Environmental Center in Derby
from June 5-7, 2018. Our two NGC approved instructors, Dot Yard and Mary Huntoon, will be
sharing their knowledge of horticulture, design, and flower show procedure. Anyone can
attend Course III, however, to take the course for credit (and the exam) you must have taken
and passed Course I. Taking the Course is a great way to become more familiar with the new
Handbook for Flower Shows, 2017 edition and will be a big help to Clubs planning flower
shows.

Read More

"April in Paris"
By Pat Dray

It's not too early to begin planning for your Club's involvement in the 2019 FGCCT Standard
Flower Show "April in Paris". One way to get your Club interested in learning more about the
Show is to use the Show Art Work & Poster, designed by Mary Ellen Unger, as the endpaper

http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/fb7f48b3-51a1-435c-a740-9b76ac172df5.pdf
https://ctgardenclubs.org/events/
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/62f48fce-5c28-4022-b84b-173d90f58dd9.pdf
https://ctgardenclubs.org/education/schools/flower-show-school/
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/102940ca-2a66-4562-a17d-f325fd55ac46.pdf
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in your Club's Program book. I hope that everyone will enjoy seeing the gorgeous colors and
flowers of the poster.

Pat Dray, Publicity Chair
FGCCT, Inc. State Flower Show "April in Paris"
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ARTICLES OF INTEREST 

Dedication of Blue Star Memorial Marker
By Sally Brockett

On May 26, 2018, North Haven became the 14th town in Connecticut to install and dedicate a
Blue Star Memorial Marker. This memorial is a tribute to all those who have served in the
military, as well as to those who are currently serving, and also to those who will serve at
some time in the future. The Daytime Gardeners of North Haven, along with Arnold's
Jewelers, The Gould Insurance Group, and the Town of North Haven sponsored the project,
and the garden club received cooperation from various town officials.

The Blue Star Memorial Marker is easily visible on the Town Green in the monument area.
The dedication ceremony was led by Sally Brockett, President of the Daytime Gardeners, and
assisted by Krista Swanson-Fiorini, Blue Star Memorial Chair of The Federated Garden Clubs
of Connecticut Inc, and by Polly Brooks, 2nd Vice-President of The Federation. Town and
state officials attended the ceremony, including First Selectman Michael Freda, Senators Len
Fasano and Martin Looney, Rep. Dave Yaccarino, and Second Selectman William Pieper. The
Daytime Gardeners designed and will maintain a bed of flowers - red and white vinca, in
stripes, with a central field of blue Angelonia.



12/21

Images from left to right: Second Vice President Polly Brooks addressing members in
attendance at the dedication, with Sally Brockett and Krista Swanson-Fiorini standing off to the
right, and American Legion members in the background.

Members of the Daytime Gardeners of North Haven in front of the new Blue Star Memorial Marker
and the new flowerbed.  

Front row, L-R: Commander Charles Morrissey, Daytime Gardener Helen Nado, Sponsor David
Gould, First Selectman, Michael Freda, Daytime Gardener Sally Brockett, Senator Len Fasano,
Senator Martin Looney, 2nd Selectman William Pieper.  Back row, L-R: Daytime Gardener Walt
Brockett, Sponsor Larry Lazaroff, Rep. Dave Yaccarino, Blue Star Program Chair Krista Swanson
Fiorini, FGCCT 2nd Vice President Polly Brooks.

National Newsletter - Keeping in Touch

Article below featured in May, 2018 issue. Connecticut was one of
eight states that had one of its historic house and gardens featured.

The Phelps-Hatheway House and Garden - Suffield Garden
Club, highlights the luxurious lifestyle enjoyed by two wealthy 18th-
century Connecticut Valley 
families. Shem Burbank, a Suffield native,
built the center chimney structure in 1791,

where he and his wife raised nine children. The house was sold
to Oliver Phelps of Windsor, Connecticut. In 1794, Phelps
commissioned the addition of a substantial wing decorated with
imported Parisian wallpaper. The Hatheway family took
possession of the house from the early 1800's to 1914. Sumner
Fuller and his mother carefully preserved the property which
was donated to the Antiquarian and Landmarks Society upon
Mrs. Fuller's death in 1956. In 1964, the club commissioned
well-known Hartford landscape architect Mary Wells Edwards to
design the formal garden as well as a large herb garden. Today
the museum boasts an extensive collection of 18th-century
antiques while the grounds feature a formal parterre garden.
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In 1963, the Suffield Garden Club adopted the restoration and maintenance of the gardens on
the south lawn as a civic project.   Inspired by the historic wallpaper in the house, Mary
Edwards chose a combination of early Dutch formality and late 18th-century free design used
in England.  Featured are the pink and white 19th-century peonies already at the house that
are now 150 years old. The Suffield Garden Club has maintained the garden for 55 years.

Another Connec�cut garden featured in the May issue: Plant It Pink Gardens - The
gardens pictured below were planted by the North Haven Garden Club of Connecticut. The
small club made a commitment to plant splashes of Plant It Pink gardens in several locations
of their community. 

Read Newsletter in full

http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/66df024b-1d3e-408f-b3e2-5ce164db6f98.pdf
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The North Haven Garden Club was quite busy the weekend of May 3rd with their May Market
and Fairy Festival.  Both were a great success.

Most of the fairy scenes were displayed at the North Haven Library.

Club members outdid themselves and made a total of twenty five and even the Librarians at
the Library got inspired and made some also.

Cohen Woodlands Butterfly Pollinator Garden
By Katherine Kosiba

There's a new addition to Cohen Woodlands ~

The Colchester Garden Club has constructed a tree bench adjacent to our
educational Butterfly Pollinator Garden. The funds were donated by the Paula
Lemire Memorial Fund and the bench was constructed by CGC member Rick Waugh.
A small engraved sign will be forthcoming. Sit and enjoy the park with 360
degree views. For printable brochure of CGC Butterfly Polllinator garden and
map of the park - visit their Website.

North Haven Garden Club

http://www.colchesterct.gov/Pages/ColchesterCT_Dept/PR/parks/cohen
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Arbor Day
By Manchester Garden Club

Tree planted in honor of Arbor Day

The Manchester Garden Club in conjunction with the Town of Manchester planted a White
Oak tree at Union Park. The effort was lead by club member Don Kelsey. In a brief ceremony
he told the story of the founding of Arbor Day by Julius Sterling Morton a Nebraska
agricultural secretary in 1872. Arbor Day celebrates the role trees play in our lives and
promotes tree planting and care. More than one million trees were planted in Nebraska on
that first Arbor Day in 1872. J.S. Morton said " Each generation takes the earth as trustees.
We ought to bequeath to posterity as many forests and orchards as we have exhausted and
consumed". Arbor Day is celebrated the last Friday in April.

The Manchester Garden Club, in conjunction with the Town of Manchester, has planted five
oak trees in the last three years. The most visible is the tree planted in front of the
Manchester Town Hall to replace the majestic tree that fell. The club meets at 7:00 pm, the
second Monday of the month at the Center Congregational Church. Meeting are open to the
public.

Below - from left to right: Beth Brunone, Peter Brunone, Mary Anne Sartor, George Brown,
Joan and Don Kelsey, Beth Davis, Linda Fortuna, Peg Newton, Lynda Brown president . 
Seated: Molly Toomey

Youth Activities
By Dottie Fox 

What a wonderful time of year for our children and nature to come together! I can see from all
of the garden club reports submitted for either the Youth Award of Excellence or the Luckner
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Youth Award that your group is working diligently to introduce children of all ages to nature.

Personally I am enjoying my mason bee colony- they are laying their eggs in my bamboo
tube bee house created by my husband, plus another bee house purchased at a local garden
center.  The best part about mason bees (Megachilidae) is they don't collect honey, so they
are the most efficient pollinators in the world. Only 150 Mason or Leaf Cutter bees can be as
productive as 3,000 Honey Bees. And the best part is that they don't try to sting you- so
children who are allergic to bees can be safe while enjoying these great pollinators.

I have discovered that the Pollinator Power  created by the National Garden Club, Inc. to be
a powerful tool to assist us in teaching the children about different pollinators and how
important they are to our existence. If it were not for bees, bats, beetles, butterflies, flies,
hummingbirds, moths and wasps, the human race and all of Earth's terrestrial ecosystems
would not survive. Over 1400 food crops and 180,000 different types of plants are pollinated
by insects and animals. They assist in supplying oxygen, stabilize our soil, and clean our air
and water.  If you would like a copy to print of this Pollinator Power, click HERE. If you would
like me to send you a copy of this 23 page packet, send me your name and address by email
to  foxdt5@aol.com and I would be happy to help.

Read MORE

Tribute Awards and Life Memberships...
Two Ways to Recognize Club Members

By Polly Brooks

Tribute Awards are different from other awards clubs have applied for this year.  They are
distinct awards determined by the Federation's Second Vice-President to honor individuals
who have made a real impact on your club, your Federation and/or the community. Anyone in
the Federation can nominate anyone in the Federation.

To rephrase, you, Dear Reader, can nominate someone in your club or any club.

Nominations for TRIBUTE AWARDS are made in one of the following nine categories:

Civic Development Garden Therapy Photography

Conservation Horticulture Youth

Design Landscape Design All-Around Excellence

NB. Photography, our newest category, was added last year.

To nominate a club member, write a letter. Explain who the candidate is and list the
contributions that make them worthy of this distinction.  The letter may be submitted by
email or standard mail to Polly Brooks, Second Vice President, FGCCT, Inc., P.O. Box 1045,
Litchfield, CT 06759-1045. Be sure to include your contact information in the letter. The

http://gardenclub.org/resources/ngc-mpgc/ngc-pollinator-power.pdf
mailto:foxdt5@aol.com
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/af324ef4-2d2a-4263-871c-a09b633278f6.pdf
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deadline for submissions is August 15, 2018. Recipients will be honored at the Annual
Awards Luncheon at Aqua Turf on October 24, 2018.

Another way to recognize individual's accomplishments and dedication to your club is to
honor an individual with a Connecticut Life Membership in the Federation.  For details, email
Polly Brooks or call (860) 567- 4292.

News of Our Donations by Garden Clubs
We thank the following Garden Clubs for their recent donations to the FGCCT Scholarship
Fund, the Garden Therapy and the World Gardening Funds:

Scholarship:
Bristol Garden Club 100

Enfield Garden Club  25
Greenwich Woman's Club Gardeners 200
Guilford Garden Club 100
Middletown Garden Club  50
Orchard Valley Garden Club of Southington 100
Town & Country Garden Club of Newtown 250
West Hartford Garden Club  50

Margareta Kotch, Scholarship Chair
margareta.kotch@icloud.com

Garden Therapy:
Guilford Garden Club 25
Morris Cove Garden Club 50
Mountain Valley Garden Clubof West Hartford 25

Peggy Lajoie, Garden Therapy Chair 
mlaj123@sbcglobal.net

World Gardening:
Danbury Garden Club 50

Guilford Garden Club 25
Morris Cove Garden Club 50

Peggy Lajoie, World Gardening Chair 

mailto:mlbrooks@optonline.net
mailto:margareta.kotch@icloud.com
mailto:mlaj123@sbcglobal.net
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Northern Exposure
Newsletter of the New England Garden Clubs, Inc.

May 2018
Director's Message

Happy Spring ~
 Or at least we hope it's really here! It's been a nasty winter for all of

us in New England, so sunshine and temperatures above 40 degrees
are both a positive sign.

As we head into May, I know we're all trying to keep our heads above
water! It's always the busiest month of the year when each state is
about to have its Annual/Spring Meeting, club plant sales are
happening in every town, the NGC Convention "Love Blooms in
Philadelphia" is less than a month away, and we're all scratching our

heads as we try to remember which plant is poking its head above the garden soil. I don't
know about you, but I always have a tough time trying to remember names of my perennials
until they're several inches above ground is that a brain freeze or the remnants of our winter
freeze?

Nancy Hargroves' Plant America Community Project Grants were distributed to 28 well
deserving clubs across the country at the end of January.  There were 414 entries received by
the committee, so each one of you who received a grant should be proud of your
accomplishment.  It's my hope that we can honor all the clubs in NEGC who received this
award.  Pictures of your project would be well received by Nancy Atwell, Editor of Northern
Exposures, to be added to our next edition coming out in August. 

Read MORE

Affiliates
By Polly Brooks

The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. is proud to have many organizations
affiliated with ours; we are pleased to welcome four new Affiliates. We now have a total of 23,
who may list events in our Calendars, and advertise with us at very reduced rates.

CT NOFA - visit their Website.
CTASLA - "The Connecticut Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects",
visit their Website.
CT Landmarks - visit their Website
CT Trust for Historic Preservation - visit their Website

http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/fef700be-48c0-4e56-a3f0-db3b0bd8e60c.pdf
https://www.ctnofa.org/
http://www.ctasla.org/
https://www.ctlandmarks.org/
https://cttrust.org/
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Click HERE to learn more about our affiliates.

Legislative News/Government Action
By Gerri Giordano

Bills on the Environmental Watchlist 2018.  Out of 36 Bills on the Environmental Watchlist that
I have been following, 14 passed and 22 failed.

Some of the important bill that have passed that I have been following:

Bill prohibiting use of automatic misting systems
The conveyance of certain parcels of state land
Climate change planning and resiliency
Some of the bills that failed:
The State water plan
Hydrolic fracturing waste in Ct.
Disposition of the former Seaside Sanitorium
The use of flame retardant chemicals in childrens products
The designation of certain State Refuges for wildlife
Establishing a moratorium on the use of recycled tire rubber at municipal and public
school playgrounds.

You can see that a lot more effort must be put in to getting some of these bill brought up again
at the next legislative session and passed.

Gerri Giordano
Legislation/Government Action Chair

Eye on Horticulture - June/July 2018
Reported by Renee Marsh

First let me say I am honored to be the new horticulture chair and follow in the footsteps of
many knowledgeable women. We gardeners have our own views and I am certainly not
without mine. I garden two acres of ledge covered with a bit of soil in Shelton and also work
on municipal and residential gardens. Having to cover that much ground has made me a very
laissez-faire gardener, actually more of a referee/editor. If a plant wants to grow there and it
plays well with others, who am I to argue?   There are plants that I loathe, some I tolerate and
others I adore and I will share my thoughts on many of them.

So, off we go... Let us just say it has been an "interesting" spring.  As always, changeable, but
forty degree temperature swings were a bit hard to manage. I go from sweaters to t-shirts and

https://ctgardenclubs.org/membership/affiliates/
http://www.ctgardenclubs.org/
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have no idea when to do the wardrobe switch.  I wonder if nature is as confused as I am.

In this time of dazzling abundance, I would like to highlight a less ostentatious favorite of
mine, a native perennial known as Dutchman's breeches
(Dicentra cucullaria). It is one of the earlier woodland
wildflowers to bloom and is as charming as its name.
Clusters of white, pantaloon-shaped flowers rise above
dense, 10 in. high masses of deeply cut, fern-like, grayish-
green leaves. The flowers have a golden colored tip, like a
band around the imaginary little waistlines.

Dutchman's breeches are a native of deciduous woods
and prefers moist, acidic, humus-rich soil in part-shade or
dappled light. Like many of our native spring ephemerals, it
tends to occur in woodland that is undisturbed. Mine appeared
in an area along a stone wall that I tend minimally - which
means only removing the invasive plants when they crop up.
One advantage of letting some garden areas just be.

As summer approaches it goes dormant, providing an excellent
opportunity for later emerging perennials such as ferns.  The
plants are spread by ants that carry the seeds to their nests,
eat the fleshy covering, and discard the seeds. Nothing hard to
control but it does mean they will pop up wherever the ants go.
The foliage is toxic to mammalian herbivores (read deer!) and
usually goes unmolested. 

Another native species with a similar appearance is Squirrel Corn (Dicentra canadensis)
which blooms a little later, has heart-shaped flowers and is rarer in Connecticut. Squirrel
corns root tubers resemble corn kernels, hence the common name.   

A more common native relative is fringed bleeding heart (Dicentra eximia) which has pink to
purplish red, nodding, heart-shaped flowers carried above
similar but taller fern-like foliage. It persists throughout the
growing season and can be seen here playing with ferns,
Solomon's seal, and a European relative, yellow corydalis
(Corydalis lutea).  Both fringed bleeding heart and corydalis
will wander around the garden a bit too but are easily
managed.   They are experts at finding little niches in stone
walls and walkways in which to grow.

For those who love botanical names, the genus name
Dicentra comes from the Greek words dis meaning twice and
kentron meaning a spur for the two-spurred flowers. The
specific epithet cucullaria means "hood-like", canadensis
means "of Canada", and eximia means "distinguished or out
of the ordinary."

Renee Marsh
Horticulture Chair 
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Deadline to submit articles/photos, ads and calendar events for the August/September issue
of the Connecticut Federation News is July 10, 2018.  Please submit to:

ARTICLES/PHOTOS
Joan Burgess
CFNewsManager@ctgardenclubs.org

ADVERTISING
Barbara Rombald
PO Box 854, Branford, CT 06405
203.488.5528
fgcctoffice@gmail.com

CALENDAR
Ellie Tessmer
calendarcf@yahoo.com

Direct Circulation Queries to: Office Secretary, FGCCT, PO Box 848, Branford, CT 06405

The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc.
ctgardenclubs.org/

Website    Calendar of Events    Education    Scholarship Program    Contact Us 

6494 Members   123 Clubs    23 Affiliates

Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc., PO Box 854, Branford, CT 06405

http://ui.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1106633098950&p=oi&id=preview
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1106633098950&ea=cfeditor@optonline.net&a=1130562562693&id=preview
mailto:CFNewsManager@ctgardenclubs.org
mailto:fgcctoffice@gmail.com
mailto:calendarcf@yahoo.com?subject=CF%20News%20calendar
mailto:fgcctoffice@gmail.com
https://ctgardenclubs.org/
http://www.ctgardenclubs.org/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/events/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/education/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/education/college-scholarships/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/contact/
http://www.ctgardenclubs.org/
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=CD_CTA&id=preview



