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February - March 2018
It promises to be warm and bright with gorgeous flowers and gardens inside the Connecticut
Convention Center this February 22-25 for the Connecticut Flower and Garden Show. See
below for all the info on how you can help with our own Flower Show "Breath of Spring" and
how to enjoy this annual treat.  And there are more opportunities to stretch your creative
muscles with Landscape Design School in March, and Floral Design Workshops almost every
month starting in April.

Joan Burgess
 News Manager

Quick link to February/March calendar - click HERE for print version
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President's Message

Greetings Fellow Gardeners:

Now that the holiday season is behind us, our thoughts turn to events coming up soon this
year.  In the meantime, however, don't miss turning to the page "Mementos from the 2017
Holidays" featuring over 15 garden clubs that have sponsored a holiday event or project last
year which we have documented in colorful photos.

As I write this message, we have several inches of snow on the ground here in Connecticut;
the temperature is a frigid two degrees below zero; and occasionally winds gust over 20 miles
per hour.   A couple of statistics we may want to appreciate, however, is that the folks in Erie,
Pennsylvania and in Boston fared much worse - much, much worse.

By now, your club president will have received a bevy of Annual Reports emailed as WORD
documents and also as fillable pdfs by our Headquarters Secretary for your various
committees to complete and return to us, for consideration of possible FGCCT awards
offered.  Both versions are also posted on our website under "Forms'. With that in mind,  do
not miss to open up the four pages below of award presentation photos we have compiled
from our last Awards Meeting.

Our most ambitious event is rapidly approaching - the 37th Annual Flower Show "Breath of
Spring" at the Convention Center to be held February 22nd through the 25th. You will be
enchanted by the beautiful floral creations ranging from Spring Melodies to Sweeping Vistas
and Dazzling Profusion among the 16 classes of designs.  Not to be missed is the Botanical
Arts Division, which includes the Artistic Crafts and Photography Sections.  Close by is the
Division of Educational and Special Exhibits including three Exhibits interpreting my
President's theme of PLANT CONNECTICUT - Be A CONSERVATION CHAMPION by
Conserving Water, Assisting Pollinators and Gardening Naturally.  And it always astonishes
me every year how many Horticulture entries we have during this coldest part of the year.  
You wonder - how do they do it?

Next on the horizon, and further preparation for your spring planting plan, is the National
Garden Clubs' Landscape Design School sponsored by our Federation. Two days at The
CT Agricultural Experiment Station are packed with valuable information on March 21 and 22,
2018.  On the third morning is the very un-intimidating test, which leads to eventual
membership in the Landscape Design Council, a group that offers a number of interesting
tours during the year and gets to judge the beautiful landscapes at the CT Flower Show each
year.

Since our next state meeting is the 89th Annual Meeting at Aqua Turf on April 18th, we are
already including the Registration form in this issue since we are now publishing only
bimonthly and, as they say, the early bird gets the worm.   So, do not miss signing up for this
meeting, either via check or online via our new website.

http://www.ctgardenclubs.org/
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To each and every one, I send you warmest wishes for a Healthy and Happy New Year and
Peace on Earth.

In the Spirit of Conservation,
Inge 

Mementos from the 2017 Holidays
Connecticut Garden Clubs Events

By Inge Venus

The Club Calendar posted on our new website has afforded us the opportunity to become
aware of Holiday events and projects that several of our Connecticut garden clubs have
sponsored this past year. Below is a sneak peek review in pictures for your viewing
pleasure.  Click HERE to see all of the 14 Garden Clubs Holiday Events! 

https://ctgardenclubs.org/events/
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/5d0b1513-8eb8-432d-b75c-a24c465a9251.pdf
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Award of Excellence to Leete's Island, North Haven
& Kennsington Garden Club

Presidents Bowl to Mystic Garden Club

Pauline Tyler Award to Ann Astarita Club Flower Show Certificate of Achievement to
Old Greenwich, Riverside, Shippan Point,

Newtown Garden Clubs

The 88th Awards Luncheon - Top Silver Awards
Presented by the Six Awards Committees

Below is sneak peek of the Top Silver Awards - Click HERE to see all awards
presented.

Civic Development Awards

Environmental Concerns - Conservation Award  /  Flower Show Awards

http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/601d3b04-69cc-457e-b004-62d834065207.pdf
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Award of Excellence to North Haven,
Wallingford, Norwalk, & Branford Garden Clubs

Award of Excellence to Southbury, Branford,
North Haven Garden Clubs & to Garden

Club of Madison

Award of Excellence to Wallingford GC; Joyce P.
Harris Bowl to Leslie A. Wharton; Mary Freng
Shirley Bowl to Ann Collins; Ellen Carder Book
Award to Ros Brady

Award of Excellence to Garden Club of
Madison, North Haven, & Old Saybrook

Garden Therapy Awards / Historic, Memorial & Public Garden Awards

Horticulture Awards / Youth Awards

Special Certificates

Good Deed Citation to Bristol Garden Club

Mementos From the Boston Holiday Tour in December
By Donna DeSimone
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Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum - image
courtesy of Becky Paul

Harvard's Glass Flower Museum - image 
courtesy Donna DeSimone

During our two-day tour to Boston, we experienced Christmas in all its glory.  The itinerary
was superb.  Everyone who went on the tour enjoyed it very much.   It's hard to choose what
the highlight of the trip was since we had many compliments on all places visited.  On the first
day we visited three vintage homes built in the early 1800 in the historic Beacon Hill Circle. 
After Beacon Hill on our way to dinner at La Famiglia Giorgio's in the Italian North End we
had the pleasure of a Tour guide that gave an excellent narrative of points of interest and
history of Boston. Dinner was delicious, served family style, enjoyed by one and all. After
dinner to complete our wonderful day we were treated to a great Holiday Concert by the
Boston Pops at Symphony Hall, which has become a much-loved Boston holiday tradition.
Historic Symphony Hall became a winter wonderland as conductor Keith Lockhart and the
Boston Pops Orchestra performed beloved classical holiday music. 

The next day we visited the renowned Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum and got a closer
look at the Museum's unusual and exquisite plants; including Jade tree over three feet tall
and an array of dark red winter blooms of Amaryllis.  Next we were treated to an
internationally acclaimed most unusual and unique collection of glass models of plants at
Harvard University's Museum of Natural History. Popularly known as the Glass Flowers, this
collection is considered one of the University's greatest treasures and is the only collection of
its kind in the world.  It was created by glass artisans Leopold and Rudolf Blaschka, a father
and son from Dresden.  You could see 847 life-size models of plant species as well as over
3,000 models of enlarged parts of plants. The collection comprises approximately 4,300
individual glass models.

I felt this was a great way to begin the Holiday Season and I do "Believe" and "Hope" that
everyone enjoyed themselves.

We traveled back home with great memories from this trip.
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Boston Pops Holiday Concert - image courtesy of Becky Paul

News From the Judges Council
By Trish Manfredi, Chair

From Janet Ward, Credentials Chair, as a result of the Symposium in Rhode Island in
November:

Major Congratulations to Mary Ann Tyma, New Master Judge!
Congratulations are in order for six New Life Judges - Maureen Carson, Jessica
Fischer, Magareta Kotch, Carol Steiner, Kris Urbanik and Trish Manfredi

From Patricia Dray, Flower Show School Chair:

Sharon Bender, Ginni Donvovan, Margaret Colby, Margaret Townsend, Amber Parr and
Deb Osborne all successfully passed the fall Handbook exam, and are now Accredited
Flower Show Judges.  Congratulations to them and to Pat for mentoring them through
the multi-year process.

If you are planning a flower show in 2018, contact Janet Ward, for information on inviting
judges to judge at your show.

Thanks,

Trish Manfredi, Chair, Judges Council

UPCOMING EVENTS

mailto:beejayct@comcast.net
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Floral Design Workshops - Beyond Beginning (Spring 2018)
By Cathy Ritch

Is this the year that you want to learn more about Creative
Designs and how to make your own?  If so, we have good
news.  In 2018, we will be offering
INTRO TO CREATIVE DESIGN in two locations.  See
below for details.

The Beyond Beginning workshops are open to all FGCCT
members interested in design and know some of the basics. 
The INTRO classes are specifically aimed at those who need
more practice and self-confidence.    Sessions are taught by
NGC accredited judges and experienced designers. Included
in each 2.5 hour session is a lecture, followed by a hands on
workshop, and critique.  Critiques, based on the Principles
and Elements of Design, are done in small groups by NGC
accredited judges to aid participants in improving their
design skills.

NEW LOCATION
Where:  Acton Library, 60 Old Boston Post Rd, Old Saybrook
When:   May 10 (Intro to Creative Design), June 21 (Intro-Creative Line Design)
Time:     11-1pm

SAME LOCATION AS LAST YEAR
Where:  CAES (Jones Auditorium), 123 Huntington St, New Haven
When:   April 6 (Intro to Creative Design), May 4 (Angular Design), June 1 (Designing

with Midollino), July 20 (Create your own)
Time:    10-12:30pm

If you have any questions, email Cathy Ritch.  To register send a check made out to FGCCT
($35 per class you wish to take, $5 for Create your own) to Cathy Ritch, 11 Old Fire Rd,
Trumbull, CT 06611.  Include your name/email/garden club/phone number/class dates
desired.  Space is limited.  E-mail confirmations will be provided.  Overflow enrollments will
be placed on a wait list with an option to observe at no charge. 

Cathy Ritch,
Beyond Beginning Workshop Chair

The Federated Garden Clubs of CT Calendar of Events 
By Ellie Tessmer

Click HERE for the February/March Calendar
OR Click HERE for website calendar - All Events updated regularly

********************

How to Use the EVENTS CALENDAR on the New Website 
By Jane Waugh

mailto:cathy.ritch.ct@gmail.com
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/1f4d319d-b28c-4013-8acc-a035236aa7d2.pdf
https://ctgardenclubs.org/events/


9/17

Q:  How do I find the Events Calendar?
A:  From the Home Page there is a link to either view ALL UPCOMING EVENTS or to view
CLUB EVENTS. From the Main Menu, under EVENTS, select the EVENTS CALENDAR

Q:  Does it require a password?
A:  No, so keep in mind that all the information you submit for an event is available to the
public.

Q:  Why use it?
A:  It's always the most current record of garden clubs, state and national events. The
information is available anytime, anywhere, through any online device.

Q:  What are the advantages of an online calendar over a list?
A:  You can request to look at only State Events or only Club events; The list is sorted for you
if you ask. The calendar is perpetual; That means your club event for next May can be added
NOW. You can also look at past events if, for example, you want to be reminded of the name
of a past speaker.  You can add an event automatically to your own online calendar if that's
how you keep your personal schedule.

Q:  What new information is available (in addition to title, date, time and cost)
A:  There are quick automatic links for more information without additional keying,including:

Link to the website or email or phone of the organization putting on theevent
Link to a form or website for a reservation
Link to map, website and/or phone number of the venue for the event
Automatic call to a listed phone number from a mobile phone.

Nearly unlimited space is available to describe an event; it could include an agenda, or a long
description of a speaker or type of items being sold at a fundraiser.

Q:  I only see a short list; how do I get all this detail?
A:  Once you're looking at the list, select/click on one individual event; a great deal more
detail will then be visible.

Q. What if I want to look at events for next May?  Do I have to scroll through the entire
list of events?
A:  There are two ways to do that. When viewing the list, click EVENTS FROM and select a
date as the new beginning of the list. Or at the top right, change from VIEW AS List to Month;
then select the month you wish.

I hope you find the new calendar useful and interesting.
Jane Waugh, Website Task Force Chair

ANNUAL MEETING - APRIL 18, 2018
Join us at the Annual Meeting
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By Nan Merolla

A wonderful experience awaits you at the Federation's 89th Annual Meeting and Luncheon
on April 18, 2018, at the lovely Aqua Turf Country Club in Plantsville, CT.  Click HERE for the
Meeting Flyer.  First, a number of new committee chairs will be presented and voted on, and
for some officers and committee chairs another two-year term extended.  Next, our President,
Inge Venus, will present awards won at the New England Garden Clubs Annual Meeting last
November. And you don't want to miss the interesting poster displays of outstanding Club
activities and programs.

To add to the enjoyment of the day, Karen Bussolini, nationally renowned garden
photographer, writer and speaker and eco-friendly garden coach, will present "Naturescape
Your Yard."  Naturescaping is landscaping with nature - attracting and sustaining wildlife,
using native and well-adapted plants, using resources wisely and avoiding environmental
pollution.  It also means landscaping like nature.  Nobody
plants, waters or fertilizes the forest or the prairie, yet they
survive - beautifully - on their own.

Karen's extensive art background and focus on environmental
topics - ecological landscaping, native plants, biodiversity,
xeriscaping, organic gardening, planting for wildlife,
pollinators and other beneficial insects - inform every aspect
of her work.  She is a NOFA- Accredited Organic Land Care
Professional and active member of GWA, The Association of
Garden Communicators.  Karen greatly enjoys teaching
homeowners how to garden in a more environmentally
sustainable way, to create healthy yards that are full of life, diversity and delight.  For
additional information go to Karen's WEBSITE.

Karen's power point presentation will tie in nicely with our President's Project Theme of "Plant
Connecticut - Be a Conservation Champion by Conserving Water; Assisting Pollinators; and
Gardening Naturally".    Our four designated clubs will also pick up her theme for the
centerpieces.

The meeting commences at 10:00 am, but come early! Registration opens at 9:00 am.  Enjoy
coffee or tea while you peruse exceptional products from a superb group of vendors. And you
can purchase your tickets for the drawings for vendor items and the table centerpieces. Also,
if you won a silver award at the October 2017 Awards Meeting, you may return it at this
meeting. 

Make your reservation soon for this delightful day.  You may register and pay online on the
new FGCCT WEBSITE.  Or for Mail-in Registrations, click HERE. I hope to see you there.  If
you have any questions, please contact me.

Nan Merolla, FGCCT Meetings Chair.
ncmerolla@aol.com
203-216-0884

http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/ebfcf7e1-4c77-49f6-871c-9fdd8c75652e.pdf
https://www.karenbussolini.com/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/59473bbf-c9e5-4e47-ae2f-2c8d8153b818.pdf
mailto:ncmerolla@aol.com
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UPCOMING FLOWER SHOWS & SCHOOLS

http://www.ctgardenclubs.org/
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"Breath of Spring"
By Pat Dray

What a frigid start to the New Year! I'm sure everyone is looking forward to, and maybe even 
counting the days down, until Spring. As a prelude to the season, please plan to enter or 
attend "Breath of Spring", our Standard Flower Show.

Friday, February 16 is the last date for Horticulture Advance Registration. You can enter any 
horticulture which you think may be ready at show time by emailing Cindy Marien, the 
Horticulture Entries Chairman or via telephone at 203-389-8835. There is no penalty for 
withdrawing any plant material that is not show ready so take a walk around your garden, 
check your houseplants, and enter the show!

We also need additional volunteers for the hospitality suite and for hosting on the show floor. 
If you are interested please contact either Beth Brunone or call 860-335-4233 / email Linda 
Brown or call 860-205-6307. These are fun opportunities that require only a two hour time 
commitment.

You can still purchase discounted tickets for $13 until February 10, 2018 directly from North 
East Expos Your check should be made payable to North East Expos, Inc. and mailed to 
them at 49 Case Street, Canton, CT 06019.

While at the Show, be sure to enjoy the many education sessions. Two of the not to  miss 
sessions are our own Judges Council Chair, Trish Manfredi's presentation  "A Glass Act: 
Creative Flower Arranging in Glass" on Thursday, February 22 from 2-3 PM and  Doug 
Tallamy's presentation "Making Insects: A Guide to Restoring the Little Things that Run the 
World". For more information on the show, including all the education sessions, click HERE.

And, one final note: If your Club is planning to do any pre-show publicity, please forward a 
copy to me at pbdray@optonline.net before sending it for publication. This will allow us to 
ensure that any messaging is consistent with that of the Flower and Garden Show sponsor, 
North East Expos, Inc.

Pat Dray

http://www.ctgardenclubs.org/
mailto:starmien@aol.com
mailto:showvolunteers@yahoo.com
mailto:gbrown08@cox.net
http://ctflowershow.com/
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• For more detailed information: CLICK HERE to download the 
schedule. 

• For discount tickets: CLICK HERE to download the discount ticket 
flyer. 

*********************

IMPORTANT SHOW INFORMATION FROM OUR HORTICULTURE COORDINATOR

As you look over your plants, note that the deadline for advance registration is February 16, 
2018.  Please email Cindy Marien at csmarien@aol.com or call 203-389-8835 to register for 
a computer-generated entry card that that will be ready at show time on February 20 12- 7 
pm and Wednesday, February 21 from 8-10 am.  Remember to correctly identify your 
specimen with its botanical name and common name. Walk-in entries will be accepted on 
February 20 only.  Late entries will not be accepted.

Ronnie Schoelzel

Longing for Spring, Looking for Photographers 
By Renee Marsh

After these past weeks, thoughts of spring are more
precious than ever.  Those photographs of spring in all its
glory give us heart - and hope.  If you have one, please
share it!       .   

There is still time to scroll through those photographs and
pick one to enter.  There are five photography classes still
open, only class 9 is full.

If you have any questions, I will be glad to help you
through the process of preparing your entries.  Don't be
bashful and join in the fun.    

Chairman for Photography: Renee Marsh or 203-926-
0021.

http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/747facc2-a905-41f8-af9a-261e4d2db956.pdf
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/340bf3d5-a5b5-4efb-b8a9-c7c626bcd8fc.pdf
mailto:csmarien@aol.com
mailto:renee@reneemarsh.com
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Landscape Design School - March 20-21, 2018
By Susan Laursen 

When: March 20-21, 2018
Where: The Agricultural Experiment Station in New Haven

We have some fascinating speakers this year who will be giving presentations with lovely
photos to spark your creative process. 

Some topics this year are:  Redesign of Areas, Designs for the Future,  and Evaluating the
Landscape Design.  Also included is a mini field trip to a nearby design of interest (weather
permitting).

At first, most people are intimidated by "going back to school".  This is not geared to be a
college level course.  We have an excellent retention rate because we are a group with a
common interest who support each other.

Please view our LDS information - Click HERE  or call Susan Laursen 203-415-2077.

Encourage your club to try the Landscape Design courses, then join our supportive and
active Landscape Design Council!

Flower Show School - June 5-6, 2018
By Pat Dray

Flower Show School Course III will be offered at Kellogg Environmental Center on June 5-6,
2018. Dorthy Yard, NGC Flower Show School Chairman, will be teaching Flower Show
Procedure and Horticulture and Mary Huntoon will be teaching design. This is a great
opportunity for everyone to learn things according to the new Handbook for Flower Shows,
2017 as well as for Accredited Judges to refresh. The brochure and registration information
will be available in the near future.

Judges, please remember that serving on a Master Panel or providing a design or horticulture
specimen for Flower show School will be counted as an additional exhibiting or judging credit.

Patricia Dray, Flower School Chair

ARTICLES OF INTEREST 

https://ctgardenclubs.org/education/schools/landscape-design-school/
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Happy Valentine's Day
By Katherine Kosiba

The Colchester Garden Club tried something new this year via the Colchester is Kind
Initiative - click HERE for the website.  It was a quick, easy, fun collaboration with results we
think people around our Town of Colchester will enjoy and, hopefully, consider the many
messages. 

Click HERE to view the rest of the images.

Eye on Horticulture - February/March 2018
Reported by Liz Rinaldi

I had every intention this past December to fill my large
planter with an assortment of cut greens and berries as a
welcoming holiday beacon to our new home. However,
before I knew it time had slipped away and I couldn't find
a moment to forage for the greens needed to make a
suitable statement. So I thought if I at least bought a few
small conifers I could strategically arrange them in the
planter. It wouldn't be the splendid arrangement I had
envisioned in my head but it could still be pretty and I
could plant them in the yard come spring. Our new home
has an abundance of broadleaved evergreens but very
few coniferous ones so this seemed like  an ideal
solution, and to sweeten the deal even further a local
nursery was having a sixty percent off sale! Yes, this
seemed like the perfect alternative! Well... to make a long
story short the first December snowfall caused the dirt in
the planter to freeze before I was able to make room for

https://colchesteriskind.com/about/
http://files.constantcontact.com/6c60978a101/96834e30-af7c-4c4d-835c-282b457663f1.pdf
http://www.ctgardenclubs.org/
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the shrubs. I wasn't able to put in a thing, so much for my welcoming beacon and my
delusions of grandeur.

There is, however, a silver lining to this story. I did manage to find several nice conifers at
really good prices. The one I am most excited about is one I had not previously seen in the
trade. It is a dwarf evergreen shrub named Pinus strobus 'Shaggy Dog'. It would have made a
great focal point if I had managed to get it in the planter. 'Shaggy Dog' is a selection of the
native Eastern White Pine. It has a low irregular growth habit with long blue-green needles. It
is said to resemble a shaggy dog laying on the ground, hence its name. It has an excellent
form. I find it unruly yet graceful. The branches seem to be upright and arching at the same
time. I noticed at the nursery the three shrubs I had to choose from all had pine cones
dangling from the branches, a big plus in my eyes.

My research says it is hardy to zone 3 and will attain a height at maturity of six feet with a
similar spread. A slow grower it requires full sun. It prefers acidic soil and is adaptable to both
dry and moist conditions but won't tolerate standing water. The only detriment I could find is
that it is not tolerant of urban pollution.

Now I'm doing my best to keep this adorable little tree alive in the garage for I so look forward
to adding it to the landscape. My planter may have stood empty this past holiday season but I
think my garden will be greatly enhanced come spring.      

Liz Rinaldi
Horticulture Chair 

Activity in a Winter Garden

A rare threesome photographed during the holidays by our President Inge Venus of a gray
squirrel, a black squirrel and a little red squirrel - all eating in unison on her backyard terrace
in Cheshire.
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Deadline to submit articles/photos, ads and calendar events for the April/May issue of
the Connecticut Federation News is March 10, 2018.  Please submit to:

ARTICLES/PHOTOS
Joan Burgess
CFNewsManager@ctgardenclubs.org

ADVERTISING
Barbara Rombald
PO Box 854, Branford, CT 06405
203.488.5528
fgcctoffice@gmail.com

CALENDAR
Ellie Tessmer
calendarcf@yahoo.com

Direct Circulation Queries to: Office Secretary, FGCCT, PO Box 848, Branford, CT 06405

The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc.
ctgardenclubs.org/

Website    Calendar of Events    Education    Scholarship Program    Contact Us 

6539 Members   123 Clubs    17 Affiliates

http://ui.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1106633098950&p=oi&id=preview
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1106633098950&ea=cfeditor@optonline.net&a=1129731869788&id=preview
mailto:CFNewsManager@ctgardenclubs.org
mailto:fgcctoffice@gmail.com
mailto:calendarcf@yahoo.com?subject=CF%20News%20calendar
mailto:fgcctoffice@gmail.com
https://ctgardenclubs.org/
http://www.ctgardenclubs.org/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/events/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/education/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/education/college-scholarships/
https://ctgardenclubs.org/contact/
http://www.ctgardenclubs.org/
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=CD_CTA&id=preview



