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Minutes of Presidents’ Day Meeting 
September 20, 2017 

The Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station 

Present: Polly Brooks, Jacqueline Connell, Donna DeSimone, Arlene Field, Krista Fiorini, Dottie Fox, 

Gerri Giordano, Shirley Hall, Jan Hickcox, Holly Kocet, Margareta Kotch, Sally Kuslis, Peggy Lajoie, 

Susan Laursen, Nancy Lenoce, Terry Lubman, Trish Manfredi, Gini Mita, Nan Merolla, Maria Nahom, 

Donna Nowak, Katherine Patrick, Becky Paul, Jane Polacco, Karin Pyskaty, Elizabeth Rinaldi, Cathy 

Ritch, Ronnie Schoelzel, Marty Sherman, Janet Spaulding, Carol Steiner, Ellie Tessmer, Inge Venus, Jane 

Waugh. 
 
Excused:  Jeanette Barrows, Nancy Baker, Pat Dray, Carol Lubus, Duane Luster 

 
President Inge Venus welcomed everyone including former presidents Maria Nahom, Donna Nowak, 

Ronnie Schoelzel and Jane Waugh, and called the meeting to order at 10 AM. The meeting began with the 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America led by Maria Nahom, former Federation 

President, and New England Region Director and National Garden Clubs Board Member.   

President Venus then introduced Dr. Kirby Stafford, the CAES Chief Scientist of the Entomology 

Department as well as the CT State Entomology.  He welcomed all of us to Jones Auditorium and 

proceeded to give us a brief historical overview of the Agricultural Experiment Station and resources and 

services available to us.  

Inge acknowledged and thanked the breakfast hospitality crew of Dottie Fox, Maria Nahom and Karin 

Pyskaty.  She also thanked the luncheon coordinator Gerri Giordano, all the Board members and office 

secretary Barbara Romblad for their contributions.    

Next meeting 
Wednesday - November 15, 2017 

The Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station (CAES) 
123 Huntington Street, New Haven 

Hostesses:  Arlene Field, Cathy Ritch, Liz Rinaldi   
   

 



September 20, 2017  

The minutes of the July 19, 2017 of FGCCT were forwarded to all Board member ahead of this meeting 

for review.  Having received no corrections, the Minutes stand approved as written and will be posted on 

the Members Only site of the FGCCT Website.   

Inge addressed today’s program and materials prepared especially for the local club presidents and their 

representatives.  Folders were distributed to each club containing manuals, directories, flyers and contact 

information critical for successful club management.  Inge pointed to the many poster displays on either 

side of the room that Board members have brought in.  She then introduced Former FGCCT President and 

Website Task Force Chair Jane Waugh.  Jane provided a brief overview of the SITE MAP.  As Board 

members were introduced by Inge and walked up to the podium to give their presentations, Jane, 

simultaneously, brought the new website’s page up on the screen.   

The meeting proceeded with the following brief committee reports.  

EVENTS TO ATTEND 

TOURS:  Donna DeSimone described the current tours sponsored by the Federation through Carew 

Travel.  The Boston Trip will take place on December 5
th

 and 6
th

 and the Tulip Cruise is planned for April 

30 to May 8, 2018.  Brochures are on the table and additional information is in the Newsletter. 

CT FLOWER SHOW AND BEYOND BEGINNING WORKSHOPS:  Cathy Ritch shared the ins and 

outs of the CT Flower Show and explained that it is the major fundraiser for  The Federation and is a great 

way to get to know garden club members from various parts of the state.  We need hundreds of volunteers 

to make the Flower Show a success.  Beyond Beginnings Workshops are a great opportunity to learn, 

practice and become more creative.  She urged everyone to check out the trifold on the side of the room 

and visit the website for more information.   AND remember “the earth laughs in Flowers”!! 

MEETINGS:  Nan Merolla encouraged us all to attend the Awards Luncheon on October 25, 2017 at the 

Aqua Turf in Plantsville, CT.  She explained the registration process.  The Annual Meeting will also take 

place at the Aqua Turf on April 18, 2018.  Again, more information is on our new Website and in the 

Newsletter.   

SCHOOLS TO ATTEND AND THEIR COUNCILS 

FLOWER SHOW SCHOOL and JUDGES COUNCIL: Trish Manfredi described the function of both FSS 

and JC and emphasized the benefits for clubs, members and The Federation.  Trish mentioned that FSS II 

will be held next week at Kellogg Environmental Center.   Inge added that Donna Nowak is our 

Federation’s Bylaws Chair and Flower Show Schedule Chair. 

GARDENING SCHOOL:  Katherine Patrick shared information regarding the GS being held next week at 

CAES and additional information that could be found on the new website.  

LANDSCAPE DESIGN SCHOOL AND COUNCIL:  Susan Laursen reported on the purposes as well as 

activities of both LDS and Council.  LDS IV will be held at CAES in March 2018.   

ENVIRONMENTAL SCHOOL:  Karin Pyskaty read Jeanette Barrows report regarding the rescheduled 

ES.  ES III will be held at Kellogg Environmental Center on April 10-12, 2018. 
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CONTESTS 

YOUTH:  Dottie Fox pointed to all the wonderful information on her trifold board regarding the numerous 

youth activities including the Woodsy Owl and Smokey Bear Poster contest, The Saved Seed children’s 

book, the sculpture contest as well as Poetry Contest.  She described many other facets of working with 

children in the area of gardening.  Dottie must receive posters by January 19, 2018. 

YEARBOOK CONTEST: Inge let us know that 3 copies of our club Yearbooks must to be received by 

Helen Pritchard no later than November 15, 2017 to be considered for judging. 

PRESIDENT’S PROJECT CONTEST:  Holly Kocet gave us wonderful background information regarding 

Inge’s President’s Project, “Plant Connecticut - Be a Conservation Champion”.  The Club Presidents’  

packet includes the President’s Theme and Project brochure with details on submission guidelines.  

Registration forms for both Club and Individuals are also included in the packet.  Inge’s Project 

information and fillable forms are also posted on the FGCCT website. 

PROGRAMS OF INTEREST 

BLUE STAR MEMORIAL:  Krista Fiorini gave the history of the Blue Star Memorial Project and 

explained in detail how clubs can become involved.  She shared the involvement of a number of our local 

clubs.  

WORLD GARDENING: Peggy Lejoie helped us understand the purpose of the World Gardening program 

as well as the contributions FGCCT    has made in recent past.   

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY:  Jane Waugh gave us an overview of how our clubs could assist in Habitat 

for Humanity projects.  

SCHOLARSHIP: Margareta Kotch reviewed for us the amount of money FGCCT and NGC have 

contributed to the education of young people in pursuit of helping our environment.   

PROGRAM SPEAKERS LIST:  Gini Mita explained that for the first time the Speakers list will not be 

published in print form, but will be available on our website.  This allows us to, easily, keep the list up to 

date. 

NATIONAL AND REGIONAL INFORMATION 

 NGC and NEGC:  Jacqueline Connell shared  a myriad of information and resources about National 

Garden Clubs and the newly formed New England Garden Clubs. 

SYMPOSIUM AND ANNUAL MEETING:  Trish Manfredi shared the premise behind the New England 

Garden Clubs.  This year’s meeting and symposium will be hosted by Rhode Island and will give judges   

an opportunity to renew their credentials.  The 2018 Meeting and Symposium will be held in Connecticut 

October 16-18 in Westbrook.   

COMMUNICATION 

NEWS MANAGER:  In Joan Burgess’s absence, Inge explained the rationale behind publishing our 

newsletter only 6 times a year rather than the historical 10 times a year.  She also let us know about 

information deadlines.   
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LEGISLATION:  Gerri Giordano has been our legislative “watch dog” in the area of Conservation and 

Environmental issues.  She reported that on October 15
th

 the Environmental Scorecard would be published 

detailing the voting record of our legislators.  She emphasized that it is our responsibility to pressure our 

elected leaders, spotlight our champions and expose those seeking to block environmental protective 

measures.  

PUBLIC RELATIONS:  Becky Paul reminded us that all Public Relations entries are due by December 

15, 2017 and all Publicity Press Books are due by January 25, 2018. 

AWARDS 

Inge introduced the Awards Committee members: Civics Jan Hickcox; Conservation/Environment Nancy 

Lenoce; Garden Therapy/World Gardening Peggy Lejoie; Historic/Memorial/Public Gardens Carol 

Steiner; Horticulture Liz Rinaldi; and Youth Dottie Fox. 

AWARDS CHAIR:  Janet Spaulding enumerated various dates and encouraged members to take photos 

before, during and after the completion of projects.  The Awards Manual and Awards deadlines are in the 

Presidents’ Packet.   

OFFICERS 

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT:   Arlene Field explained that as Headquarters Director she oversees The 

Federation’s Office in Branford.   

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT:  Polly Brooks gave us an overview of her various responsibilities, 

primarily, membership as well as the venues she uses to encourage membership in FGCCT.  

TREASURER: Shirley Hall shared the importance of staying current with regards to tax-exempt status.  

She emphasized her willingness to answer any questions clubs may have and identified an informative 

booklet in the Presidents’ packet.  

ASSISTANT TREASURER:   Jane outlined the necessity for clubs to file an annual E-card with the IRS.  

INTRODUCTIONS:  Inge introduced the remaining members of the Executive Committee:  Recording 

Secretary, Karin Pyskaty; Finance Officer, Terry Lubman; and Parliamentarian, Ronnie Schoelzel. 

WEBSITE “MEMBER AREA” 

OVERVIEW:  Throughout the meeting Jane Waugh reviewed each area of the new FGCCT Website.  She 

revisited the SITE MAP to encourage us all to visit the different areas of the site.  Jane explained that all 

items and menus may, and WILL, change over time.  The Task Force welcomes your input, suggestions 

and corrections.  She also unveiled the new logo and explained that it was available for club use on the 

website.   

 

CLOSING REMARKS 

Since our current website will be retired with the launch of our new website, Inge asked all present to join 

her in a brief memorial service. 
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Before adjourning for lunch, Inge, acknowledged that the presidents were bombarded with a tremendous 

amount of information.  She hoped that they have been inspired to involve their club in one more new 

projects and that they found today’s meeting a worthwhile event.  Members in attendance responded with 

a round of applause. 

 In conclusion, Inge held up a Feedback information sheet and encouraged all those in attendance to 

complete it before leaving.  

 

Adjourned for lunch at 12:30 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Karin Pyskaty 

 

 

 

  

 

 


